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PREFACE. 



The compiler of " The First CIobs Reader," encouraged by the favor 
with which that work has been received, has prepared a similar collec- 
tion, adapted to the capacity of yoimg persons forming the second 
classes in our public schools. His aim has been to include no piece 
which woidd not be level to the capacity of an intelligent boy or girl 
of from eleven to thirteen years of age. Care has been taken to admit 
nothing to which the moral sense or the taste could take the least 
exception. The compiler has also borne in mind that young persons, 
of the age for which this selection is intended, are impatient of any 
thing dry, didactic, or heavy, and has regulated his choice with a view 
to that fact. He has taken nothing which an intelligent boy or girl 
would find it a task to read. 

Descriptions of natural scenery and objects, sketches in natural his- 
tory, anecdotes of animals, and such narratives as either awaken the 
sensibilities or convey some moral or practical lesson, form a considera- 
ble portion of the contents of the work. In early life the eye is active 
and restless, and the mind demands pictures. The compiler has en- 
deavored to meet this want ; and it will be a source of pleasant reflec- 
tion to him, if he shall have thus helped to form habits of observation 
in the coming generation, and create a taste for natural history, which 
is one of the best remedies for that listless feebleness of mind which the 
constant reading of books of entertainment and excitement is sure to 
pcoduoe. 



VI PREFACE. 

As in the First Class Reader, omissitnis and changes hare occasion- 
ally been made in order to adapt the extracts to the purposes for which 
they are intended. Brief introductory notices are generally prefixed, 
and the necessary explanations are made at the bottom of the page. 

The introductory portion, on reading, enimciation, and the training 
of the yocal organs, has been prepared, expressly for this work, by Mr. 
James Jennison, teacher of elocution in Harvard Uniyersity 

G. S. HiLLASD. 
BosTOV, NoTomber, 1866. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In learning to read, as this phrase is popularly used, two things are 
to be accomplished. The first is to become familiar with the printed 
or written words of the language, and with their meanings, so as to 
recognize both at sight The second is to acquire a ready power of 
producing the words of the spoken language, and of commimicating 
thereby the meaning of sentences. These two objects are entirely 
distinct They relate to very different matters — as different as form 
and sound. They exercise different faculties — as different as sight 
and memory from hearing and speech. It cannot, then, be reasonably 
expected, that the same exercise which is best adapted to accomplish 
dne of these objects should also be the best suited to secure the other. 
The fact is quite the contrary, as every one knows who is competent 
to judge of the matter. The attempt to accomplish both these pur- 
poses, in the exercise ofi reading aloud, is found to produce a dull, me- 
chanical, and unimpressive style of reading — a mere calling of words. 

The forms of the words may be learned from the spelling book, or 
from any printed page. This is the business of orthography, and may 
be furthered by various devices. The reading lesson may be used, 
the pupil being required to pronounce the first word in everj' Hue, or 
the last word, or all the words in any hne, in reversed order, from 
right to left Especially should everj"^ line containing " hard words " 
be practised in this way. But at any rate, let the process be varied 
as it may, so long as the pupil's attention is sure to be attracted, in 
reading, to the letters, the syllables, in short, the form of the word, 
let it be confined to that alone. Let the word be relied upon to sug- 
gest its meaning, not its meaning to suggest the word. 

The,next step in the preparation of a reading lesson is to become 
familiar with the meaning of it, both as a whole and in particular 

(xi) 
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sentences. This is to be taken as including not only the thought, 
which even an indifiTerent person might imderstand, but the feeling 
also. The sense must be understood, and the sentiment felt All this 
is intended in the common direction, ** Make the sentiments of the 
author your own, and deliver them as your own." 

Now, it is evidently impossible that one should give the effect or 
meaning of a sentence, except by mere accident, unless he is able to 
anticipate the end firom the beginning of it He cannot even begin it 
properly miless he foresees the end before he begins ; for the begin- 
ning is always to be spoken with reference to the end, and the end 
with reference to the beginning. Otherwise all sentences should be 
spoken alike, as they are by many readers, or else varied at random, 
as by others. For example, suppose a question has been read, and 
the next sentence is begun, by a reader who does not know whether 
the new sentence is another question, or another form of the same 
question, or a direct answer to the question, or an indirect answer to 
it, or an entire change of the subject The chances are, obviously, 
at least four to one, that he will read the passage without giving its 
proper force, since no one needs to be told that each of the five forms, 
or offices, of the sentence above supposed, may require a peculiar 
reading jfrom beginning to end. 

Li this part of his preparation, a dictionary will be of service to the 
pupil. But a formal definition of the words will not always be suffi- 
cient It is commonly necessary that the reader should know some- 
thing more of the subject than he can learn in the passage he is set 
to read. As to this want, the teacher must 'undertake to supply it 
by oral and familiar explanations. Let every classical or historical 
allusion be also explained. Let every difficult or xmusual construc- 
tion, or form of sentence, be simplified by transpositions, substitutions, 
or other methods. When the pupil is possessed of the whole subject 
matter, and also has mastered the forms of its presentation, he is 
prepared to present it as it stands, and yet as his oum. Then, in 
reading, he is not conscious of any purpose to call off a set of words. 
He is thinking only of the expression of a meaning, and the words 
proceed, as a matter of course, just as the steps do in walking. Read- 
ing in this way is always interesting to yoimg persons, as it never is 
when the spelling out of a series of words is called reading. 

The second of the two objects aimed at in learning to read is to 
acquire the Art of Reading, or, in other words, the Art of Elocution, 
in that exercise of it called Reading. It seems almost unnecessary to 
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remind those for whom these remarks are intended, that this is an 
art, fit>m beginning to end ; since it is not to be supposed that any 
person would assume the unnecessary labor of teaching any thing which 
he supposes to be given to all men by instinct. But on account of the 
prevalent errors, it is proper to explain, even here, that ** to write and 
read cometh by nature," in the same sense that walking, dancing, and 
singing come by nature. That is to say, there are certain natural or- 
gans, or faculties, that may be exercised in these several ways, volun- 
tarily and of set purpose ; but none of these organs act by instinct, or 
involuntarily, for the production of song, or of locomotion, or of 
speech. To speak words at all, merely as words, requires artistic 
skill, or dexterity, of a certain sort and degree. This is the depart- 
ment of Orthoepy. To speak them in sentences for the communica- 
tion, or, more properly, the exciting, or eliciting, of thought and feel- 
ing, requires artistic skill of another sort and degree. This belongs 
to what is technically called Expression. Now, skill or dexterity in 
any thmg whatever is to be acquired by practice. But the practice 
which makes perfect must be judiciously directed by a knowledge of 
the principles, or theory, of the art, whatever it is, which is to be ac- 
quired. In the art of reading, this direction falls into the hands of 
the teacher, for the greater part ; because this art is taught to children 
at an age when they are not capable of understanding abstract state- 
ments of theory, though they can appreciate examples most thorough- 
ly, and imitate them most perfectly. 

The theory of Expression is not discussed in this Introduction, not 
because it is thought unimportant, but rather because it is important 
that teachers should consider the subject more at large than would be 
possible in the space that could be allowed it here. It would be well 
nigh, if not entirely, useless to the pupils for whom this book is in- 
tended. This would be the case, indeed, if the matter were as simple 
as it is assumed to be in those systems which base their rules on the 
rhetorical, or even grammatical, forms of the sentences ; but it is more 
obviously so, when it is understood, that a true theory of Expression 
derives its rules not from the forms or arrangements of grammar, but 
from the logical relations of thoughts, and the laws of sympathy in 
human souls. Nothing is possible, then, to the young learner, but to 
learn by example and find the reasons afterwards, if ever. And as 
for examples, every page is a promiscuous collection of them, which 
the teacher must turn to account, as his judgment, or ingenuity, and 
tune shall serve. And let hun not think that if the rules of natural 
h 
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expression are based on the lavs of metaphysics or psychology, there- 
fore none but a philosopher can act upon them correctly ; it would be 
quite as sensible to say that none but a grammarian can construct a 
sentence correctly. 

One mistake, however, in the conmionly received theory of Expres- 
sion, ought to be corrected here. That is, the notion that the marks 
used in punctuation indicate, directly, the place and proportion of the 
pauses, which are an effective mode or instrument of expresaon. 
Punctuation is not properly ** employed to mark the pauses which the 
sense requires in reading." It is merely a contrivance to show the 
grammatical construction of words, and the connection, or, perhaps it 
is better to say, the separation, of clauses. By this means the logical 
relations of the thoughts are understood. It is then a matter of judg- 
ment and skill to present these relations to the mind of the hearer, 
either by pauses, or by intonations, or both ways. It is true that the 
pause, employed as an element of Expression, and the grammatical 
point, sometimes coincide in place ; but the cases are almost equally 
numerous where they do not. To make the latter a direct index to 
the former, then, is sure to result in a mechanical style of reading, in 
which the natural expression is lost. 

The first condition of intelligible speech is, no doubt, that the words 
be so produced as to be distinctly heard. Orthoepy, then, is the first, 
and, in some sense, the most important thing in the art of reading. 
All the other graces of speech are a manifest and exposed pretence, a 
sham and mockery, without a good articulation. They are like rib- 
bons or jewels on a filthy person, which rather expose than conceal 
his vulgarity. Too much pains can hardly be taken with children who 
are learning to talk, or to read, in securing a correct, distinct, and 
graceful articulation. It is never too late to mend a faulty one, but 
this is more easily done in early life. 

Orthoepy is to be learned by imitation, to be taught by example. 
The teacher must make the sounds he would teach, and encourage his 
pupil to persevere till he succeeds in making the same, and then to 
persevere until it becomes easy and habitual. The mode of producing 
each element, the opening of the mouth, the position of the tongue, 
the moving of the tongue or of the lips, may be described. It is very 
important that the pupil should be required to observe how the ele- 
ments, severally, are made, so as to tell them by looking at the speak- 
er's mouth, when this is practicable, and in other similar ways should 
be made familiar with all the characteristics of the elements of articu- 
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late speech. He should be made to know that iownda are Udngi, to 

be talked about, written about, described, and understood, as much as 
forms, or colors, or numbers. But as the fact now stands, sometimes 
from natural defect, and oftener from habitual negligence, many peo- 
ple do not recognize the distinctions among sounds, and, of course, 
cannot understand the terms by which such distinctions are described. 
This difficulty is certainly not relieved by the fact that these terms 
commonly have only a secondary and analogical application in phonol- 
ogy, as the words high and low, broad and slender, or hard and aojt. 
Yet all the effects of speech, and of song, too, depend on the distinc- 
tions and modifications of soimd, which are described in terms such as 
these. It is evident, then, that one who would teach the art of speak- 
ing, or reading, must be able to produce, as an example to hiff pupil, 
every sound, and every variation or modification of sound, which he 
wishes him to take cognizance of, or to imitate. Nothing can be left 
to mere description. It is by unitation only that a child in one coun- 
try learns to speak English, and in another French ; and by imitation 
one child learns to speak English or French badly, and another welL 
When the sound is once caught, the practice upon it should be fol- 
lowed up till it is fixed as an invariable habit. By insisting on the 
' practice of the simplest elements of the language, a good articulation 
will be secured in the most expeditious and thorough manner ; and 
besides, the ear will be improved for the more just discrimination of 
sounds, and for the better appreciation of all that vocal and articulate 
sounds can be made to express. 



The following scheme of exercises in orthoepy is intended as a 
manual for the daily practice of those who use this volume, to secure 
correct habits of articulation and pronunciation. Every lesson in read- 
ing should be prepared for by an exercise in this manual, even though 
a short one. The reading is sure to be executed better if the organs 
of speech be brought into vigorous play by some previous exercise of 
this sort. The definitions and explanations are meant for the teacher, 
who must make his pupils first acquainted with the sounds by hear- 
ing, before any descri])tion can be understood. As a blind man can- 
not imderstand any definition or theory of colors, so — precisely so — 
no one can learn any thing of the theorj- of spoken language, the mech- 
anism of speech, mitil his ear is able to recognize, with discrimination, 
the sounds employed in speaking. It is quite possible that even some 
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teachers will find it difficult to keep the distinction clearly in mind, 
between the orthographic and orthoepic forms of words. But any one 
who wishes to understand the subject will test every pi-oposition by 
repeated experiments with his own voice. To facilitate that object, 
examples are given in print, whenever the point to be brought out 
could be made certainly evident by any intelligible contrivance of or- . 
thography. Such examples, if understood, should be attentively prac- 
tised ; and if not, should be practised attentively till they are under- 
stood. Let it be kept in mind that the example is an example of 
sound only, and is to be spoken, therefore, before it is an example of 
any thing. The sound is represented by letters in Italic type. If the 
example be represented by a consonant letter, do not give the alpha- 
betic name of the letter, but its proper sound, 

{1. 
Orthoepy treats only of the sounds used in the words of a spoken 
language. The representing of such sounds to the mind, through the 
sense of sight, by written or printed words, belongs to orthography. 
The pHfiwry elements of orthoepy, then, are sounds, not letters. 

Note. This definition must be distinctly understood, and kept in mind. 
Letters are the elements of orthography, and, to avoid confusion, we abandon 
the terms letter, vowel, consonant, diphthong, &c,, to their use in that depart- 
ment of English grammar. It is considered possible that, at some time, in 
some original language, every letter stood for, or suggested, some one sound 
only, and every sound was thus suggested, or represented, by some one letter 
only. But this is very far from being the case with English orthography at 
present. Accordingly, in attempting to represent orthoepic elements by let- 
ters which stand sometimes for one sound, sometimes for another, and some- 
times for none at all, it is necessary to select, for this use, a word in which 
the representative letter shall suggest a known sound, that is to say, a sound 
learned from an instructor by hearing and imitation. This method is used in 
the following pages, the representative letter, or letters, being in Italic type, 
and separated from the other letters of the word by a hyphen. Thus c-ve 
signifies a single orthoepic element, namely, the sound properly given to 
letter e in the word eve ; 1-oo-k represents the sound given to the letters oo 
in the correct pronunciation of the word look. It should be remembered that 
this roundabout process, or some other still more artificial, is made necessary, 
not by any confusion or uncertainty in the sounds themselves, but by the 
irregularities and complications of English orthography. For in actual 
speech the elements may all be distinctly articulated separately. Thus, in 
the following exercises, m speaking the element c-ve one sound only is ut- 
tered — that, namely, which is given to c in the word ; so of all the rest. 

Let it be an invariable rule to designate an element, in speaking, by simply 
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producing it. Instead of saying, ** the sound of a as heard in o^/' for in- 
stance, say **a-t," giving the sound which a represents in the word, nngiy^ 
exactly^ and without circumlocution. This habit will soon lead to an appre- 
ciation of the fact that orthoepy is naturally prior to, and philosophically 
independent of, orthography.* 

§». 

1. The sounds of a spoken language depend on the action of Yari- 
ous organs. Some are produced by a mere expulsion of voice, while 
the mouth is held open in a certain position. These are simple vocal 
sounds ; as, e-ve, o-h, o-n. Others require a change in the opening of 
the mouth while the voice is sent out. These are compound vocal 
sounds ; as, a-le, t-ce, oi-L The vocal sounds are all called tonic 
dements. 

2. Other sounds are produced by shutting, more or less closely, and 
then opening, certain parts of the mouth, while the voice is forced 
out ; as, hf g, z. These are called svbUmic demeniSf because they 
have only an obstructed vocality. 

3. Others are produced by such an action of the mouth, while breath 
only, not voice, is forced out ; as / X:, s. Such are called atonic eU- 
meniSt because they have no vocality. 

4. The subtonics and atonies may be classed together as carticulaies, 
because the articulation, that is, the actual or approximate contact, of 
the organs by which they are formed, respectively, is a common char- 
acteristic distinguishing them from the tonics. 

5. Some articulates are of indtfimU length, their sound being ob- 
structed uniformly ; that is, alike from beginning to end ; e. g., v^f, z. 
Others are slightly- extendible, their sound being nearly closed at a 
certain moment of its duration ; e. g., y, tr, r- {initial,) Others still — 
the abrupt elements — are marked by an entire occlusion and explosion 
of their sound ; that is, an actual contact and compression, followed by 
a sudden separation, of the articulating organs ; e. g., b, p, L 

The indefinite and extendible elements are sometimes called contin- 
uants ; and the abrupt, explodents. 

6. The articulates are fiirther classed according to the organs which 
are chiefly concerned in theur articulation ; as, palatals, Unguals, &c. 

* It will also lead to an appreciation of the fiu:t that English orthography ia moRt 
unphiloBophically independent of orthoepy. For most of its specific derelictions, how- 
ever, etymology must be held to answer, as, at the very least, an avowsd accessory 
after thafiMt 
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1. The form of an element is that mdi\idiial peculiarity of the 
goimd which is determined by the form of the mouth while the ele- 
ment is produced ; that is, by the position of all the organs concerned 
in producing it 

2. Elements may be of the 8amt forrn^ but different powers ; as, 
5 and p. 

3. Elements are similar in form, whether of the same or different 
powers, when they are produced by nearly the same forms of the 
mouth ; as e-ve, and t-n, or t and n. 

4. An intermediate form is one through which the mouth most ea- 
sily passes in chan^ng from one form to another : e. g., a-t is inter- 
mediate with respect to c»-le and a-h. Between z and y, zh is inter- 
mediate. 

5. A compound form is one which is produced when any two, with 
the intermediate forms, are united in one sound ; e. g.,t-ce, compound 
of a-h and c-ve, as extremes, with the intermediate forms u-p, €-rr, 
e-nd, i-n ; j, compound of d and y as extremes with zk intermediate. 

Note 1. The term diphthong should be discaided m English orthoepy, 
because there is no tonic compounded of ttoo sounds only. This may be 
proved as a fact by experiment. Take a-le, or o-ld, for example, which 
have less change of form than any other compounds. It will be found im- 
possible to change the mouth directly from the initial form of a-le (e-nd near- 
ly, but more open) to its final one (c-ve), without passing through the form 
e-n. It is equally impossible to avoid the form 1-oo-k between the initial and 
final forms in o-ld. In both cases, then, either the sound must be inter- 
rupted, while the mouth is passing through the intermediate form, in which 
case no compound would result, but two elements, in two separate syllables ; 
or, if the sound be continuous, it inevitably receives the intermediate form. 

Note 2. The components of a compound element are not always equal, 
nor equally perceptible. Each has its due proportion, in correct speaking ; 
and there are no faults of articulation more common or difficult to correct 
than those which arise from a neglect of this proportion. The time of a 
compound element is occupied chiefly on the intermediate forms, although its 
extreme forms are commonly more distinctly heard. This is owing to the 
fact that, while the ear readily observes the precise moment of the beginning 
and ending of the sound, it cannot detect any precise moment when the 
sound changes from one of its component forms to another. To call these 
elements compound is, therefore, hardly a correct, certainly not an adequate, 
description; for in producing them the mouth does not pass through the 
successive forms by so many (discrete) steps, but by a certain (concrete) 
course of change ; passing through, but not pausing in, tiie forms which 
can be recognized as similar to certain simple elements. 
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NoTB 3. The compound tonic elements are the source of the more i 
mon faults in the articulation of singers. The dialect of song now in fash- 
ion in this country and England appears to be of foreign origin, and was 
adopted at the ^rst, without doubt, by mere imitation, not for any considera- 
tions of propriety or grace. Of course it is easier to follow this dialect than 
to master all the true English elements with the requisite power of sustaining 
them in tune. But it would be easier still, if that is a ground of choice, to 
sing only the four simple tonics used in tolfeggi. This is not the place to 
inquire whether proper musical expression may not dispense with words alto- 
gether. It is only suggested, that, while words are used in song, not for their 
sound only, but for their meaning also, it seems desirable that their natural 
sounds should be distinctly preserved, that the orthoepy of song should be, 
as it certainly may be, an improvement, not a caricature, of that of speech — 
as much more accurate and graceful as its intonation is more melodioos and 
its rhythm more marked and impressiye. 

{4. 

1. The abrupt sabtonics, TTfaen fully articulated separately, have, at 
the precise moment after the occlusion is suddenly broken, a short 
and obscure vocal sound, which is called a voeuU, 

2. The abrupt atonies have the same peculiarity, though ^th them 
it is only an explosive jet of breath. 

3. The extendible and indefinite elements sometimes have a very 
slight vocule. 

Note. In compounds the last component only has its vocule. In fortui- 
tous combinations the same rule holds, except that when great distinctness 
is necessary, as in a very large or noisy assembly, the vocules are generally 
to be given. The one which ends a word must then be given with great 
force, since the opening which makes the vocule is part of the element, and 
necessary to its complete distinctness. 

§ 5. 

1. In the easy utterance of any tonic, the muscles of the mouth 
•ve slightly relaxed before the voice ceases, or before they are deter- 
minately fixed for the production of another element. This causes a 
Mlight change in the form of the element at its close, which is called 
Its vamsh, the former part being its radical. In the short tonics the 
vanish is hardly ever perceptible to the ear. 

KotE. In compounds the last component only has its vanish. 

2. A tonic is not infrequently modified at its close by the element 
following in the same syllable losing^a part of its own proper form in 
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approaching the form next succeeding. The effect of -r,* the subtonic 
of most open vocaKty, in changing the form of the preceding tonic, is 
very striking. It is chiefly by this change that the English word rfccr, 
for example, differs in pronunciation from the French dire. Several 
tonics change their vanish before -r in this manner so uniformly as to 
be practically different elements when so dtuated ; e. g., c-ar, c-rr, 
a-ir, u-m, t-re, o-r, w-a-r, p-oo-r, o-re, OM-r, p-u-re. With two of 
these, e-rr and a-ir, the change affects the radical also. 

Tha element ask seems to have arisen in the same way, from a-t 
in some words, and from a-h in others. For the sound in those 
words where this element is now used has fluctuated through the 
whole range from a-t to a-h, and both these sounds are given by dif- 
ferent persons still in those words. Moreover, this element is always 
followed by one of a peculiar class — the indefinites, 

3. An articulate is sometimes modified before an element of very 
dissimilar form in the same syllable, producing a slight sound of the 
intermediate form ; e. g., ch, sh, zA, are heard before y, after t, s, d, 
respectively ; y is heard before a-h, after g and k. To avoid these 
changes altogether is an affectation, but to overdo them is a less par- 
donable one. 

Note. The y here cited for the examples is the initLal sound, as in the 
words yoUf use, 

§ 6. 

The natural vowel is the vocal sound produced with the mouth 
opened in the most natural or unconstrained form. It is not distinctly 
a-h, nor c-rr, nor w-p ; but not very unlike either of them. It is 
commonly the first tonic a child makes in his uncalculating attempt to 
talk, his second, premeditated effort resulting commonly in a-h. It is 
identical in form with the most common vocule. It is the vanish of 
every tonic element when followed in the same syllable by the articu- 
late r. 

Other uses of it will be illustrated in the practice of pronunciation, 
since every tonic approaches it in that form of unaccented utterance 
called, in our dictionaries, obscure. 

Some of its abuses are mentioned here. It is the key-note of all 
pious ranting; the aft«r-note in affected drawling, generally; and, as 
such, it is variously represented in writing by * -ah,* * -a,' * -er,' * -o,' && 
It indicates some indistinctness of thought, or indecision of purpose; 

* Xh« -r reprtMnts the found of letter r after at Towel. 
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hence it makes most of the language of the idiot, and of any person 
when, from some temporary cause, ** the vrit is out" Hence it haunts 
the stammerer's speech, a miserable ghost of his murdered subtonics. 
Hence, too, a guttural form of it makes that disgusting iteration by 
which ingenious idlers dissemble a halting memory and fill up the 
gaps in a bad recitation, llie two abuses last named might certain- 
ly be corrected by early discipline. They are all avoided by every 
good speaker, as they are the detestation of every cultivated ear; 
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} 7. 

1. The frequent interruptions of the voice (laryngeal sound) in tn« 
formation of Uie elements, in speaking, cause it to issue by a succes- 
sion of more or less distinctly separate impulses, jets, or pulsations, 
not in a continuous flow. 

2. The element, or combination of elements, produced in one such 
impulse, is a syllable.* 

3. From this definition it is evident that, — 
(a.) An atonic alone cannot form a syllable. 

(If,) A single tonic, or a single subtonic, may form a syllable, 
(c.) Two tonics cannot come in the same syllable. The vanish 
(§ 5. 1) of the former cuts off the latter from the same syllable, 
(rf.) Two, or three, subtonics may form a syllable ; e. g., can-(f?e, 

(c.) Theoretically, any number of atonies may occur at the begin- 
ning or end of a syllable. 

Note. As a fact, no more than four ever come together ; e. g., \ooktst, 

(/.) Theoretically, the number of articulates a syllable may con- 
tain is Hmited only by the law of their arrangement. This law is al- 
ready evident from what has been said above, and may be expressed 
thus: — 

4. The closest articulation, or interruption of voice, occurring in 
any combination of elements, is a point of separation between syl- 
lables ; and the more vocal elements follow the less vocal in begin- 
ning a syllable, and precede them in closing it. 

* The theory of Dr. Rush, that the "equable concrete " (change of pitch) !■ thf 
euentidl Awction of a syllable, is not clearly established. 
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Note. In fact, nine is probably the greatest number of elements in anjr 
regularly formed syllable in English, though it is doubtful if such a syllable 
is ever used; e. g., strang*dst, second pers. sing. pret. ind. of estrange. 
There are some syllables with seven elements in actual use, as spread^stf 
fomCdst; many, of six and five, as spong*d, brectdtfu, hilg*dy fleeced. 

§8- 

1. The syllables in speech do not always coincide with the written 
ones ; nor are they always the same in the same word. 

(a.) The syllable formed of c-rr and -r combined is frequently 
equivalent only to -r singly, the form of vocality being the same. A 
preceding tonic is then modified as in § 5. 2, and, by consequence, the 
two syllables become one ; e. g., higher, like hire ; moioer, like more. 

(&.) On the other hand, the tonic before -r may retain its close 
vanish, contrary to § 5. 2, and then the combination forms two 
syllables. 

Note. The doubtful combinations are monosyllabic in rapid and easy 
utterance. The dissyllabic form may be used for distinctness, or for empha- 
sis ; e. g., " a tower of strength." Either is used for rhyme, or for rhytiim, 
at the option of the poet ; e. g.,— 

And in — ^the low— est deep — a lov>—er deep, Milton. 

Nor look — upon — ^the i — ms ang — erly. 

That mer— <jy which — ^fierce ^re— and tr»— extends. Shaespeabe. 

2. Easy and agreeable enunciation requires that ihp vocule of any 
element followed by a tonic in the same word should be completely 
mei^d and lost in that following tonic. 

3. The vocule of an atonic should not be made vocal ; nor that of 
a subtonic overdone; for this would make another syllable of the 
vocule. 

Note. This is an outlandish fault. A Frenchman, for example, com- 
monly reports himself only a French-i-man ; and, when speaking earnestly, 
makes this fault very prominent ; e. g., ** Peace-a your tongue. Speak-a 
your tale," quoth Dr. Caius, enragi, 

4. («.) Neither the continuant -r nor the explodent r- can properly 
occur alone between two tonics in the same word, if the former tonic 
(long or short) be accented. (6.) Either, but not both combined, 
may occur in combination with another element in such a case, 
lyiit always observing the law of § 7. 4 j e. g., lurk-ingf Yargrant. 
(c.) Without another element, in such cases, the two (if either) should be 
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used in combmatioii, whether the letter he doubled in orthography or 
not; that is to say, the preceding tonic is always to be modified 
(§ 5. 2) by the continuant, while the following tonic is distinctly opened 
by the explodent (2, above.) 

Note 1. This rule (a), (c), to which good use allows no exception, forbids 
the custom, derived from Walker's Dictionary by a mistake of the ortho- 
graphic for the orthoepic diyision of syllables, by which r- is distinctly sepa- 
rated from the preceding tonic in the enunciation of such words as parent, 
hero, miry, porous, fury. Walker himself probably never heard this enun- 
ciation, certainly never dreamed of sanctioning it. 

Note 2. This rule (6) also forbids to make a syllable by confounding -r 
and r-. It is an outlandish peculiarity. The dialect of Scotland, for exam- 
ple, makes Katrine a trisyllable, Kat-ter-ine, world a dissyllable, tour-ruld^ 
and the like. This must be remembered in reading the Scottish poets. £. g. 

And tame — ^the U — ^nicoi^-m*s pride. — Scott* 

It just— played dir — rl onr-the bane. — Bums* 

In Shakspeare, for another example, the name (Henry) of the doubly 
French (Norman Flantagenet) kings of England is used as a trisyllable in a 
dozen instances or more ; e. g., — 

Is Cade — ^the son— of Hen — rry— the Fifth. 
Ghreat mar— eschal— 4x> Henr-rry— the Sixth. 
Base fear— ful and — despair— ing Hen— rry, &e. 

ACCENT. 

§ 9. 

1. The successive pulsati(xis of vmce m the syllables of a word are 
not of equal force. The greater proportionate force of any syllable is 
its accent. 

2. The correct pronunciation of a word requires not only the proper 
articulation of its elements in that connected manner which is essen- 
tial to the enunciation of syllables, but also the enunciation of its syl- 
lables with that proportionate force which is due to each by the law of 
good use. 

3. Consecutive syllables are not equally accented. 

Note. Two consecutive syllables have, indeed, nearly an equal accent in 
the word amen, and in a few compound words, as bulk-head, good^unli, &c. 
But these rare exceptional words give no sort of countenance to the vulgar 
American custom, by which we have di'rect'ltft ex'act'ly,fi'ren'aiCfffi'gan'tia^ 
pd'Ut'icalf tau'tofogy, &c. 
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ELEMENTS OF ORTHOEPY. 
i 10. 

1. Tonics. 

e-Te, c^r; i-n; c-nd; e-rr; a-le; a-ir; a-t; a-sk; a-h; t-ce, i-re; 
u^p, f-u-r ; o-n, o-r ; ot-1 ; a-we, w-a-r ; oo-ze, p^o-r ; 1-oo-k ; o-ld, o-re j 
ourtf ou-r; u-se, p^-re. 

2. Articulates. 

h, y,k,g,ng; sh, zh; ch,j; i^,-r; 1; n; t, d; s, z; th-m, thAs; 
f, V ; p, b ; m ; w. 

3. SUBTONICS. 
y»g»ng; zh; j; r-,-r; Ij nj d; z; <A-is; v; b; m; w. 

4. Atonics. 
h; k; sh; ch; t; s; ^^-in; f; p. 

5. Abrupt Elements or Explodents. 
k, g ; ch, j ; r-, t, d ; p, b. 

6. Continuants. 
h, y, ng ; sh, zh ; -r, 1, n ; s, z ; th-iu, th-k ; f, v ; m ; v. 

7. The articulates are classed by their forms as follows : — 

(a.) Palatals, h, y, k, g, ng. 

(6.) Linguals, r-, 1, n, t, d, s, z. 

(c.) Labials, p, b, m, w. 

(d,) Lingual-palatals, sh, zh, ch, j, -r. 

(c.) Lingual-dentals, th-ia, th-k. 

If,) Labial-dentals, f, v. 

8. (a.) As to form, the tonics are all oral. A more particular de- 
scription is needless here. 

(6.) But it may be noticed that a-h and oo-ze are the extremes, as 
regards the opening of the lips ; a-h or oo-ze and e-ve, as regards the 
entire cavity of the mouth within the lips. 

It will be seen that in the foregoing table the elements are arranged 
with reference to similarity of forms, without regard to the order of 
letters in the alphabet 

Note. S and z are modified by the teeth, though not articulated upon 
them like th. 



INTRODUCTION. XXV 

PRACTICE OF ELEMENTS. 

These elements should be practised as they stand in the table, over 
and over, till every one. is easily recognized, and can be distinctly and 
accurately produced. It should be remembered, however, that to 
repeat these (or any other) exercises with no more than one's accus- 
tomed accuracy and force, is of no use whatever. The benefit of 
practice is in proportion to the energy and perseverance with which it 
is carried on, and to the attention given to force, and to correctness of 
the forms. 

Do not. adopt any pet elements, giving them undue prominence. 
Practise those most which are found most difficult 

Do not adopt any peculiar mode of practice, but use every mode 
that can be properly employed in reading, from the softest whisper to 
the loudest shout, from the lowest bass to the highest treble or &lsetto, 
from the quickest to the longest time. But the correct fornuUion of 
the element, must not be sacrificed for the sake of force, nor any other 
effect. For the very use and benefit of practice is to acquire the 
power of giving all the requisite varieties of quality, time, force, stress, 
and pitch, with the correct form of every element. The short tonics 
must always be made short ; the others may be indefinitely prolonged. 
The articulates should be uttered so that each may be known readily 
at the remotest part of the room, be it ever so large. The vocality of 
the subtonics, and the breath sound of the atonies, must be made very 
audible. Let their articulation be neat and clear ; that is to say, let 
the voice, in case of a subtonic, and the breath, in case of an atonicy 
be affected by no aspiration or interruption except the one which is 
the characteristic of the element. Thus t should not sound like to, 
nor p like /j/J &c 

Note. If the beginner finds a difficulty in making any element singly, he 
should torn over to the exercise of words imder that particular element, and 
find some word in which he can give the true sound. Pronounce this word 
several times firmly, and with particular attention to the sound in question, 
till both the ear and the mouth are familiar whh its form. Then drop the 
other elements, one by one, articulating the remaining ones, till only the 
required one remains ; and continue with this alone tiU it becomes perfectiy 
easy. 
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COMBINATIONS. 

§ 13. 

The pofiable combmations of articulateB are almost innumeiable. 
[§ 7. 2 (e) and (/).] Those actually produced in the collocation of 
words are very numerous, but need not be made the subject of special 
practice, since they are not united in the same continuity of sound 
which correct enunciation requires. The following are either in actual 
use, or regularly formed, and quite possible in enunciation : — 

1. Initial Combinations. 

hw, hy, kr, kl, kw ; gr, gl, gw ; shr ; tr, tw ; dr, dw ; sk,. si, sn, st, 
sd, sf, sp, sm, sw, skr, skw, str, spr, spl ; thr, thw ; fir, fl ; pr, pi ; br, bL 

2. Final Combinations. 

kt, ks ; kts, kst ; ktst — gd, gz ; gst — ^ngk ; ngks, ngkt ; ngkst — 
ngd; ngdst — sht — cht — jd — rk, i^, rsh, rch, rj, rl, m, rt, rd, rs, 
rz, rth, Tth, rf, rv, rp, rb, rm; rkt, rks, rgz, rcht, rjd, rid, rlz, mt, md, 
rts, rdz, rst, rzd, rdit, rths, rft, rfe, rvd, rvz, rps, rpt, rbd, rbz, rmd, 
rmz ; rkst, rgst, rtst, rpst, rmst ; rktst, rchtst, rjdst, mdst, rvdst, rptst, 
rbdst, rmdst — Ik, Ish, Ich, Ij, In, It, Id, Is, Iz, 1th, If, Iv, Ip, lb, Im ; Ikt, 
Iks, Icht, Ijd, Its, Idz, Isk, 1st, 1ft, Ifs, Ifth, Ifths, 1yd, Ivz, Ipt, Ips, lbs, 
Imd, Imz $ Itst, Idst, Ipst ; Ivdst — nt, nd, ns, nz, nth ; nts, ndz, nst, 
nzd, nths — ts, tth — dz — sk, st, sp ; skt, sks, sts, spt, sps ; skst — 
m, zd, zm — tht, ths — thd, thz; thm, thdst — ft, &, fth; fts, fkt; 
ftst — vd, vz; vst; vdst — pt, ps; pst, pts; ptst — bd, bz; bdst— 
mdf mz, mp ^ mpt, mps ; mdst, mpst. 

PRACnCE OP ELEMENTS AND WORDS. 
{ 13. 

After all the elements and their combinations have been made so 
fioniliar by practice as to be readily recognized, proceed to analyze, 
and then to spell, the words in the following exercises, in this man- 
ner: — 

1. Pronounce the word deliberately and firmly. 

2. Divide the word into its syllables, speaking each one separately, 
and as fully as if it were a word by itself. 

3. Articulate, in proper order, every element separately, and very 
My. 
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4. EnmiGiate every syllable as it is oompleted, presernng tfaa dis- 
tinctness of its elements. 

5. Pronounce the word with due proportion of force and time on 
each syllable, taking care that the elements, as before articulated, be 
distinctly preserved in the pronunciation. 

The ancdyais consists of the steps marked 1, 2, 3 ; spelling, of 
those marked 3, 4, 5.* In monosyllables the steps 2 and 4 have, oi 
course, no place. 

Note 1. When a coiisonant is doubled in the orthography of a word, the 
element is repeated in the steps 2, 3« 4 ; but in 6 (pronunciation) the element 
is sounded but once ; that is, the vocule of the first is suppressed. 

Note 2. Each exercise is made to present a single element in various 
combinations, (though yariously represented to the eye,) so that, in practis- 

• The mode of spelling here proposed is the only proper way of ssslstiog a child that 
is learning to talk. It cannot reasonabl j be expocted that a distinct and mganicall/ 
correct artlcnlation can be acquired by the common costom of learning merely to pro* 
nonnce words. A complicated group in perapectiTe is not probably the best flnt lesson 
in drawing, nor is a rapid harmony of four parts the best first lesson in mnsie. Bat 
what reason is there for supposing that the muscles which more the articulating organs 
wiU at once execute properly a complicated series of morements in obedience to a sin- 
gle volition, while the muscles of Uie hand uid arm refuse to do so f ** Instinct is a 
great matter." Intuition Lb a great matter. But we neither know what to speak by 
intuition, nor learn how to speak by instinct, but by imitation ; otherwise all men 
would speak the same language, Chinese, Choctaw, or whaterer. And there can be no 
doubt that nearly all the stammering, blundering, and indistinct articulation which 
we so continually hear, whUefeware conscious of It in themselves, have come very 
ifaturally, if not of mere necessity, from the Iblly of those who expect, or allow, chil- 
dren to execute words without mastering the simplest elements of which they are 
composed. 

Orthographic spelling is another matter, and ought to be kept entirely separate in 
early education. Orthoepic spelling is perfectly simple in theory, and easy in practice ; 
for the whole of a word is identically the sum of all its parts, properly united. This 
method once understood, orthognqiby becomes easy in proportion as the alphabetio 
characters represent single sounds. So that with a truly phonetic character a spelling 
book is totally useless beyond the ** key-sheet," or alphabet And the irregularities of 
English orthography would lose much of their mystery, and its aoqulrition be propor- 
tionably iiBtcilitated, if the alphabet, such as it now is, were only used phonetically at 
first, in teaching children to read, and the theory of silent letters and substitutes 
were introduced afterwards. That is, it would be better to learn first the rule and the 
reason for it, then the exceptions and the occasions of them, than to wade through 
masses of words, grouped in an unprincipled manner, as neither examples nor excep- 
tions. In that way, almost every exception to rule in orthography would become an 
example of a rule in etymology. 

Oral orthographic spelling is very properly going out of use in teaching, because it is 
found not only false in theory, but pernicious in practice, at least for beginners; since 
it involves a well-nigh unavoidable misai^rehension, a confounding of the sounds of 
a word with the names of the characters that represent that word to the eye. This 
. does not arise in orthoepic spelling, nor in orthognq>hic spelling by sight. 
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ing, Bttentiaii may be eaHed to one dement at a time. A begiasiar tihtonUt 
go through the exercises at first with the monosyllables only. 

NoTB 3. Words are grouped in these exercises by the coinddence of their 
accents. When a word varies in accent according to its different uses, the 
accent here given is justified by indicating the use of the word, by the com- 
mon abbreviations; (n.)=Bnoun, (a.) "^adjective, (v.) = verb, &c. 

Note 4. In the sentences at the bottom of the exercises, give special at- 
tention to the proper joining together of words in a clause, which is quite as 
important as the proper joining of syllables in a word. Being printed with- 
out any grammatical signs, they afford exercise in analysing sentences by the 
sense alone, to secure the proper grouping of words into clauses, which, ac- 
cording to Quintilian, is the second requisite for clearness. This exercise is 
more needed than one would suppose who has not learned that punctuation 
never indicates directly, nor certainly, the place of the rhetorical pause. 

i 14. 

1. c-ve. 

The most slender form of all the tonics. [§ 10* 8. (5.)] 
Accented. 
deep feety peace ivreatb, teach leash, beam leave, mesne breathe — 
treaty people, either seizins, meanly beaming — - tedious deity, vehe- 
ment behemoth — repeat critique, belief intrigue, machine maiinei 
between demean — completely adhesive — indefeasible apotheosis. 

Unaccented (but very distinct) 
profile colleague, sunbeam day-dream — apple-tree humble-bee, 
afterpiece verdigris. 

Unaccented (and less distinct.) 
secure chicane, beside detach, prepare repent — ferocious setaceous, 
beginning devastate — piety increment, congregate consequence. 

2. e-ar. 
(§5.2.) 

Accented. 
peer tear, fear seer, shire here, bier deer, gear jeer, weird reared, 
year mere, veer near — compeer adhere, revere veneer— adherent 
inherent — experience inferior. 

Unaccented. 
reindeer leapyear^-^ working-gear winandermere, chantideer Worces- 
tershire. 
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Bring me to heax them speak where I may he coooiBied. yet hear 
them. 

Tis deeply sworn sweet leave me here a while. 

The doubleness of the benefit defends the deceit from reproof 



3. i-n. 

This element ia not a mere short e-re, but has a very distinct form of its 
own. 

Accented. 

pip tip, bit writ, cuish hiss, bid hid, fig wig, been linn, mill will, 
king thii^— pittance pretty, linen women, spirit lyric, busy visor, 
vineyard tribune — miracle t}Tanny, midshipman englishman— admit 
Tefit, amid begin, dismiss insist — parasitic intermittent 

Unaccented (hut distinct,) 
ignite invite, intend immense, dissuade mistake — respite conscript, 
fertile hostile, callmg shilling — puerile juvenile, feminine genuine; 

Unaccented (and less distinct.) 
direct finance — minutely tribunal 

This sickness doth tnfect the life blood of our enterprisew 
it ts will he m'U he he goes. 

The mines ts not according to the disctphnes of the war the cast' 
cavities of it is not sufKcient. 

4. e-nd. 

AccenJted. 
get yet, check reck, deaf feoff, yes mess, said led, keg beg, mend 
wend — leopard epoch, fetid heifer, any penny, prelate legate, festive 
breakfast, medley wainscot — regular benefit, recompense hesitate — 
arrest professed, against immense — respective forgetfiil, resentment 
enfeofihient — recommended reprehended. 

Unaccented, (distinct.) 
chicken kitchen, sudden silent, moment transient, greatest small- 
est, counsel model, novel barrel, cruel vessel, madness goodness, like- 
ness fondness — di\idend providence. 

You shall have gold to pay the petty debt twenty tunes over. 
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Men that make envy and crooked malice nouxishment dare bite the 
best 

5. e-rr. 

This element probably arose from a modificatioxi of the last. {§ 5* 2.) 
But it is now radically distinct from it. 

Accented. 
err sir, jerk irk, girt gird, bird heard, terse verse, dearth earth, 
berth mirth, herb firm, fern yearn, earl pearl, whirl girl — perfect per- 
son, mercy merchant, yerdant vernal, virtue colonel, servant nervous 
^- terminate mercantile — deter refer aver, disperse rehearse converse 
— alternate infernal concerning, aspersion desertion reversion — de- 
terminate reverberate intercalary. 

Unaccented, {distinct,) 
fetter batter, chaffer father, reader warmer, rover taller, longer 
stranger — fetterlock butternut, counterpoint finger-post, thundercloud 
dangerous — confirmation constemationi generation intervention. 

And as he errs doting on Hermia's eyes. 

I do wander every where swifter than the moones sphere and I serve 
the fidry queen to dew her orbs upon the green. 

6. a-le. 

This is a compound element. It is not made of e-nd and e-ve only, as 
some suppose, but of two extreme forms, (the first more open than e-nd, and 
the last, e-ve,) together with all the intermediate forms, properly propor- 
tioned. In singing, it should never be caricatured thus : o-h- - — -e-v«. 

Accented. 
cape bait, faith lace, braid gauge, knave deign, swathe pale, chaise 
gray — fatal patron, safely chasten, nation patience, ancient changing, 
chamber angel — placable patronize, neighboring dangerous — con- 
vey inveigh, abase arraign, detail exhale — dictator bravado, umbra- 
geous occasion. 

Unaccented (distinct,) 
dictate inmate vibrate, noonday outlay survey (n.), comrade telltale 
female — animate celebrate congregate. 
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Away I soy stay'st th<!»u to vex me here a slave that atili an end 
turns me to shame. 

7. o-ir. 

This element was origmally a modification of the last ({ 5* 2.) That It 
has now become a permanent radical variation is not owing to the ** repahfi- 
can contumacy of the American lexicographer/' as Mr. Smart thinks, but to 
the actual use of educated men on both sides of the Atlantic, exoeptingi jwr- 
higu, pupils of the Westminster elocutionist. 

The further transformation of this element to a-h, as thar for there, bar 
far bear, har for hair, — a custom which prevails in Tirginia and southward, 
—is not of "republican," but undoubtedly African, origin. The true sound 
is very near a-le, with the natural vowel for its vanish. 

In the exercises below -r must not be made a syllable. 

pear tare care, &re chair share, hdr hair yare, hare dare wear, rare 
ne'er there, hur ere scarce — parent careful, fidry chairman, heirloom 
harebell, barely yarely, rareness scarcely — prayerfidly chariness, wai^ 
ily rarity, rareeshow scarcity — repair unfair, beware forswear, forbear 
declare — apparent forbearance, insnaring declaring. 

Unaccented, (distinct.) 
welftre arm-chair^ ploughshare ni^tmare — fareweU. 

Let me but bear your love Fll bear your cores. 
Toull do him wrong ere you are Vore. 

8. o-t. 

Accented, 

cap gap, chat that, pack whack, mab blab, hag lag, have has — 

rapine batten, foncy random, ballot gallant, tairy harass — natund 

national, raillery charity, sacrament chastisement, sacrifice aggrandise 

— divan sedan — decanter example, inhabit imagine. 

Unaccented, (distinct,) 
compact contract, potash footpad, woolsack miU-dam. 

Unaccented, (obscure,) 
attend accord, assure absolve, adjust announce — total ballad, com- 
pass combat. 
She thanked me and bade me if I hod a Mend that loved bet. 
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9. o-sk. 

(} 5. 2.) 

Jtccenied. 
calf chaff half, draff shaft haft, wait draught aft, pass mass lass, 
cast £eu9t i^ast, path wrath scath, pant chant grant, chance |Hrance 
trance, dance lance glance — crafty basket, castle mastiff, vastly fbst* 
ness, gasping grasping, wrathful pathway, dancing lancers -^wrathAil- 
ly craftiness — abaft alas, surpass amass, perchance advance — de- 
vastate advancing. 

Unaccefnied and short. 

a^de abase, abound around, arise alike, awake cabal, parade la- 
ment — habitual calamity, fatality malignity. 

Come now what masks what dances shall we have, 
like wroth in death and envy afterwards. 



10. a-b. 

This most gnttoral tonic has a perceptible vanish in the form of the natn- 
ral vowel. And because the subtonic -r has the natural vowel also for its 
form of vocality, a careless or uncultivated ear does not perceive when r af- 
ter o-h is articulated, and when not. A negligent or effeminate utterance is 
thus led into two errors — that of omitting to articulate -r after tf-h in ^fla- 
bles closed by another element, making ahm for arm, dahk for dark, &c. ; 
and that of articulating an -r at the end of syllables that should close on the 
pure tonic o-h, making ar ! for ah ! dramar for drama, &c. The peculiarity 
of the Middle and Southern States, which substitutes o-we for o-h, has no 
justification whatever. The sound o-t, slightly prolonged, sometimes sub- 
stituted for a-h, in New England, is equally to be avoided. 



Jlccented, 

palm c'alm,* psalm balm, aunt haunt, taunt daunt, g'aunt flaunt, 
launch craunch, are tar, par c'ar, far bar, art ark, heart hearth, chart 
start, dart mart, shark clerk, dark mark, barb g'arb, pard c*ard, bard 
g'uard, nard lard, farm charm — almond father, saunter taunton, jaun- 
dice laundress — avaunt remark — undaunted embalming. 

* The apostrophe C) indicates the slightest perceptible articidatSon of jr. d «• t) 
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UnaccenUfL 
data cubat comma drama, china villa — umbrella baauiat diploma 

unigrmft. 

But mark what I arreed thee here avaunt. 
The kn-k that tirra-lirro sings. 

11. u-p. 

Jiccented. 

cup but, duck rough, thus dost, joust touch, blood come, shove 
none, does tongue — upright southern, pommel drummer, combat 
comrade, covert plover, wonted wonder, cousin housewife ^- covetous 
sovereign, colander fulminant — rebuff enough, above become, allonge 



UnaccenteiL 
unfit undo, unbend untaught — solus bonmn, nation fusion. 

12. tt-m. 

This sound differs but little from u-p except in length. «-p is similar in 
form to the natural vowel which is the form of vocality of -r. Accordingly 
«-p appears prolonged before -r. 

Acctnied. 

ear purr, burr slur, urn turn, chum bum ^- courage wony, taming 
burnish ^- courteous courtesy, furniture tournament, currycomb wor- 
riment — concur demur — return unfiurL 

Unaccented. 

urbane survey (v.), purloin curtail — courageous urbanity — insur- 
rection compurgation. 

Put but money enough in thy purse. 

Who steals my purse steals trash 'tis something nothing. 

13. t-ce. 

A compound element before which ff and k are modified, (§ 5* 3. and } ^ 
6, ex.) In singing it should not be caricatured by «-we ----- t-Tt, 
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fie oghy pipe type, kite bight, dike like, rife knife, dice rise (n.), 
Bide g'uide, dime rhyme, gyve thrive, eyne syne, scythe blithe, eyes 
rise (v.)— idyl tiger, island rising, viscount likeness — piety nicety, 
dynasty tithingman^ indict oblique, condign mankind, apply ally — 
satiety society, maniacal heliacal — paradisiacal hypochondriacal 

Unaccented^ [distinct.) 
bagpipe midnight forthright — occupy qualify prophesy (v.), pales- 
tine pantomime crocodile. 

Unaccented, (obscure.) 
idea hiatus diurnal, titanic gigantic primeval— irascible piratical, 
biography diameter. 

m well requtte thy k'uidness. 

Nine tunes the space that measures day and mght* 

14. t-re. 

(} 6. 2.) 

The Helotiziiig tendency referred to above (7, o-ir) omits from this ele- 
ment not only the vanish, but at least half the radical; e. g., fahur (one 
syl.) for^re. 

Accented. 

pyre tire fire, sire choir hire, mire wire lyre ^ fiery miry, tiresome 
hireluig, irish ireland — conspire retire, inquire desire — retirement 
inquiry — admiringly desirable. 

Unaccented, (liistinct.) 
andiron grandsire, empire vampire. 

Unaccented, (obscure.) 
camphire satire. 

The following may be monosyllabic or dissyllabic. {§ 8* 1.) 

buyer dyer, higher flyer, brier Uar, nigher iron (im or i-um, not 
i-ron) — denier applier. 

Only you do lack that mercy which fierce fin and iron extendi. 



INTBOBUCnON. 



15. o-n. 



This element, which is essentially short, is changed for a long one (when 
the Expression requires long quantity) in a few syllables ending in an indef- 
finite element, or in a strongly vocd one, like those in Italics below, but ner- 
er elsewhere. Dawg for dog^ and lav>9t for lost^ are ridiculous enough ; but 
gawd ioxgod is absolutely shocking, notwithstanding its frequency. 

AccenUdL 
fop chap, yacht what, sock hough, off loft, toss fosse, cost tossed, 
troth goth, watch wash, fob mob, wad trode, bog dog, wan shone, 
gone hngf throng wrong — totter motto, wapping chopping, stocking 
jocund, object oddly, torrid florid, hostage hostile— ocular obstacle, 
follower quantity, chap-fallen quandary — extols consols, h^rothed 
deboshed, upon beyond, absolTC resolve-* insolvent prolonging— in- 
soluble incongruous. 

UnaccenietL 
pollute oblate, possess loch-ness — nocturnal loch-lomond, oboor- 
date dogmatic — colloquial doxology. 

He knows not the stop. 

He hath played on tUs prologue like a child on a reooideE^ 

16. o-r. 
Longer than o-n. See 12, tt-m. 
•Accented. 
nor whorl, corpse chord, torse horse, orb oigues, thorn mom— -or- 
phan orbit, fortune northward, former border— mortally orphanage, 
fortresses horsemanship — retort exhort, unhorse remorse, accord my 
lord, reform adorn — importance performance — extraordinary unfor- 
tunately. 

Unaccented, 
seed-corn inborn, landlord lovelorn — barleyoom tmiform, multi- 
form thunderstorm. 

All form is formless order orderless save what is opposite to Eng- 
land's love. 
For lords to-morrow is a busy day. 

17. oi'l 
This compound element begins with p-r, and endf a little closer than t-n; 
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the intermediate u-p is, of course, unaToidable, and, if the utterance be very 
slow, is quite perceptible. But see } 3* 

Note. The compounds of o-we, or of o-ld, with o-le, or e-nd, answer for 
this element to the vulgar ear only. 

•Accented. 

toy coy, hoy boy, quoit doit, coif quoif, foist hoist, joist moist, 
buoyed void, coin foin, join loin, toil coil, foil soil, spoil boil, roil moil, 
poise toys, joys noise — loyal loiter, foible moidore, coyness joyless, 
buoyant voyage, poison foison, oyster roister, — ahoy alloy, exploit 
adroit, avoid deployed, appoint aroint, — rbomboidal embroider, conr 
jointly anointed. 

Unaccented. 

cycloid typhoid, rhomboid dew-point> sanfoin surloin, subsoil turmoil 
(n.), — counterpoise tenderloin. 

Curiosity in neither can make choice of cither's moiety. 
They answer in a joint and corporate voice. 

18. a-we. 

This element is quite different from o-r. 

^Accented, 
paw thaw, thought groat, talk walk, gawd laud, &ult salt, call ball, 
pause laws — awful author, Mcon saucer, daughter water, almost al- 
ways, vaulted drawling — ^ paucity fiilsity, awkwardly lawlessness — 
wididraw exhaust, applaud defraud, befell basalt — exhausted inthial- 
ment, marauder defrauded. 

Unaccented. 
windfell headstall blackball — by-law gewgaw jackdaw — causation 
Caucasian, almighty ahready. 

19. w-a-r. 

When o-we is followed by -r, it loses its vanish, and more nearly resem^^ 
bles o-r. 

•Accented. 
war warm warn, swart sward swarm, quart wharf dwarf— quarter 
warbler, w&rd«n warning. 
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Unaeeinied. 

Ivikevnxm greensward. 

When brewen mar their malt with water. 
What fought ye with them alL 

20. oo-ze» 
(§ 10. 8. (6).) 

AfxenUd. 
whoop group, boot route, do shoe, hoof roof, gooee loose^ food 
mood, tomb room, prove move, soon noon, shoon wound, soothe booth, 
pool cool, choose lose — cooling sooner, twofold roofbree, tombstone 
movement, moonlight noonday, bosom loser — soothingly moodiness 
•^shoe-leather shooting-match — behoof aloof, taboo canoe, finnooth 
uncouth, aggroup improve, galloon raccoon. 

Unaccented. 
warwhoop whirlpool, cuckoo snow-shoe — holyrood honeymoon. 

llioM wits do very oft prove fools. 
Myself the man i' the moon do seem to be. 

21. p-oo-r. 

See 20. o(hte, and { 5. 2, and 8. 1. 
poor tour, boor moor — poorer tourist, boozish moorland — • (moii" 
osyL or dis.) doer, shoer, wooer. 

22. 1-oo-k. 

Shorter than oo-m, more open, and withont ita vanish. 

Accented. 
put foot, took book, pugh push, stood should, good would, foil wool 
— cuckoo cushion, sooty sugar, woman wolsey, butcher bully — - with- 
stood for good, by hook or crook. 

Unaccented. 
fishhook cash4)ook outlook, balefol kwfol fidtfafol — menafol beau- 
tifol sorrowfol, altar-foot chimney-soot ridinghood. 

With a good 1^ and a good foot such a man would win any woman 
m the world if he could get her good wiU. 
d 
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23. 0-ld. 

The Tanish of this compound element is oo-ze, short but very perceptible. 
It is probably never permanently acquired by any European from the Conti- 
nent. While the Tulgar English custom makes the vanish more prominent 
than the radical, there is a vulgar style among us of cutting off the vanish 
altogether, or of transforming it into the natural voweL The words most 
abused in this way are given below in Italics. 

Accented. 
pope cope, soap hope, coat boat, rote vote, folk soak, choke yoke, 
oaf loaf, both stotk, poach coMh, robe lobe, toad goad, road load, rogue 
Togue, toge doge, tome comb, home loam, cove wove, stone shown, 
bone joan, loathe clothe, foal soul, jowl knoU, sews doze, foe show, 
beau dough, host most — oval votive, notion sojourn, hautboy yeoman, 
soldier shoulder, molten moulder, only — poetry popery, poulterer 
fiowardly — encroach engross, withhold, prorogue depose. 

Unaccented, 

procure profime, obey romance — coherent ojunion, tobacco domes- 
tic — oracular original — motto hero, salvo solo, furlough sorrow, fel- 
low window — advocate absolute, opposite obsolete, crooodile syllogism 
— philology philosophy — absolutely orthoepy. 

I am right loath to go. 

But in the gross and scope of mine opinion this bodes some strange 
eruption to our state. 

24. o-re. 

The same as the last, except that the vanish Lb merged in the vocality of 
-r. To change o-re into w-a-r, or into o-r, making^/brce like horse, and sport 
like toart, is not so much an error, in this community, as a wilful and pre- 
meditated perversion. 

Accented, 
pour tore, core four, bore door, roar yore, more nore, floor store, 
court fort, coarse force, poured ford, lowered (or dissyL) toward (or 
dissyL), forge form (a bench) — pouring doorway, sportive courtier — 
ignore implore, on shore restore, report aboard, afford discourse, re- 
course resource. 

Vnaccented. 
sea shore import, sideboard indoors. 
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Despiteful Juno sent him forth from courtly Mends irith camping 
foes to live. 

Out sword and to a sore purpose. 

To the which course if I be enforced I shall o'ershine you. 

25. oU't 

The first form in this compound is a-h, the last is oo-ze, and the interme- 
diates w-p, o-n, o-ld, l-oo-kf are of course unayoidable. See { 3* 6, and Notea 
1 and 2. 

There is a vulgar custom which omits the latter half of this sound. Anoth- 
er substitutes o-t, or e-nd, for the former half. 

Accented, 
cow how, bough thou, shout doubt, house chouse, south mouth, 
loud proud, lown drown, foul howl, touse boughs, hound mound — 
vowel dowry, power shower, powder dowlas, mountain countless — 
cowardly towering, bounteous drowsiness — without arouse, astound 
renowned — carousing advowson, endowment unbounded. 

Unaccented, 
somehow haymow, outhouse dormouse, tynemouth wai^loudsy sun- 
down nightgown, pronoun greyhound. 

26. OU'T. 

This combination may be either monosyllabic or dissyllabic. ({ 8* 1.) 
The custom above mentioned (25) substitutes the vocality of -r for the lat- 
ter half of the entire compound ; aspahur for power. 

Accented, 
power tower, cower flour, hour bower, shower sour, scour lower — 
hourglass sourly, showery dowry — embowered devoured. 

Unaccented. 
sunflower watchtower. 

And all the clouds that lotrered upon our bouse. 
Nou^ are our brotrs bound with victorious wreaths. 

27. u-se. 

This compound begins with y and ends with oo-ze, extremely dissimilar 
forms. The most essential intermediate form is one between «-p and 1-oo-k. 
({ 8. Note 2.) 
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This initial y coalesces with an articulate (A, k, ff, eh, J, »h, eh) of similar 
form, (§ 10* 7. (a)» {d),) preceding it in the same syllable. In all other 
cases the y is distinctly preserved, excepting only the cases where the very 
vocal subtonic, I, or (especially) r-, precedes it in the syllable. The reason 
of this exception is, obviously, that the articulation of y would cut off the 
preceding vocality of / or r-, leaving it in a syllable by itself, (§} 7. and 8. ; ) 
and in practice the exception extends no farther than the reason for it That 
is, the articulation only of y is lost after I and r-, so that, even in those cases, 
u-se is not changed simply to oo-ze. 

Two errors prevail extensively, one chiefly in town, the other in the coun- 
try. The former substitutes oo-ze for the compound u-se, in all cases ; the 
latter substitutes a compound of »-n, or e-nd, with oo-ze. 

Note. The vice of changing the combination of this y and a preceding 
dissimilar element for an intermediate, which prevailed so extensively a few 
years since, under the sanction of Walker, is now banished from good socie- 
ty, (} 5* 3,) except that »h for sy is fixed in a few words ; e. g., sure, issue.* 

AccerUed. 

suit mute, newt duke, juice youth, tube tune, cue cube, feud fume, 
sued thews, huge gules, mule mews, view nude — cupid dut}', feudal 
dukedom, music tuesday, gewgaw zeugma — beautiful dubious, muni- 
ment humorous, tubular funeral — impute rebuke, induce confuse — 
renewing presuming, amusing diffusion. 

lieu clew, lute flute, flew flume, plume blue, slew glue — pluto gluten 
— dilute illume. 

rue crew, fruit brute, through shrew, brew drew, grew ruth, rude 
rule, cruise bruise — truly cruel — intrude imbrued. 

Unaccented. 
supreme humane — mutation feudality — virtue purlieu, matthew 
nonsuit, prelude construed — actual manual, document porcupine, ar- 
gument prejudice, confluent instrument — contumely educated — dep- 
utation pnemunire, deglutition instrumental — gratitude longitude, 
parachute convolute — mellifluous incongruous. 

You that did void your rheum upon my beard- 
He watered his new plants with dews of flattery seducing so my 
friends. 

* There are a few conservative gentlemen, of the Walkerian school, who probably 
have the same objection to unlearning any thing that Falstaflf had to " paying back" 
stolen money, that it is *< a doable labor," who persist in saying thoonjjootyy for tUM, 
dtttyt Ac. Any one has a right to do so, no doubt, If he chooses — the same right that 
he has to batton his coat behind, if that arrangement suit hie ideas of propriety and 
taste. Bat we have also a right to consider either practice as an ''aflfoctation of sin- 
gularity." 
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28. p-M-re. 

(§5.2; §10.1.) 

^ecefded. 

pure cure, sure hewer (or dis.), your lure — curate surely, dunnoe 

mural — puritan curative, furious suretyship — inure impure, insure 

adjure, immure reidewer (or tris.) — assurance endunmoe, procuring 

allurement — futurity injurious, luxuriant usurious. 

UnacctnitiL 
nature feature, coiSure fissure, injure azure — natural accurate, lux- 
ury ohdurate, perjury leisurely — furniture cunrature — agriculture 
legislature — curator neuralgic — bureaucratic muriatic — curiosity. 

She hath endured a grief might equal yours if both irare justly 
weighed. 
Your dogs and mules you use in abject and hx skTish parts. 

29. h. 

hit heel head heard hahr hat heart hall hod horse hut haH height 
hoy home house hue — heathen hydra harass human wholesome hot- 
house hartshorn— herdn hereon harangue — behind perhaps inhale 
exhale exhaust — harmony humanize heritage harasmng — behemoth 
vehement — inherent inhabit exhibit — hospitable hierarchy — hercu- 
lean hieroglyph annihilate — bah! pah! ugh! 

He kad learned by Aeart the w^le art of angling. 
Up a ^h MU he ^aved a hagd round stone. 

30. y. 

ye yes yet yearn yea yare yam yam young yacht yawn youth yoke 
yore yule — yeanling yearly yellow yarely yankee yardarm younker 
yonder yorick yawning youthful yeoman yuletide — unyoke beyond 
— indian asia poniard bagnio million. 

He ifoketh your rebelltous necks. 
And will 3^ou 3^et call j^ourself young. 

31. k. 

key eke kick ken neck cake care cob back cord coaoaagfat talk cool 
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look coke core cow cue — canker choler — occult accurse — mechanic 
chaotic — collocate cucumber. 

With the cold caution of a coward's spleen. 
Which fears not guilt but always seeks a screen. 
The clumsy Aitchen chck clicX:-clicA:ed. 

32. g. 

geese gig egg g^l gave gag g'arb rug g'uide gog gall goose good 
goad gown gules — guerdon gherkin, gimlet gibber — auger tiger sago 
elgin. 

He gaye a ^inea and he ^ot a groat 

A ^ddy giggling girl her kinsfolks' pla^e her manners vulgar and 
her converse va^ue. 

33. 7ig. 

king ring wing, gang £mg pang, hung tongue sung, gong wrong 
song — ringing longing, harpstring lustring— anger linger stronger 
younger — banker anchor thinking sprinkling. 

Dividing and gliding and sliding and spsinklmg and twinHn^ and 
Xmnk^ng, 

34. sh. 

shire dish share dash shard tush shine shone pshaw shoon bush smre 
— chagrin pacha — sugar shaster, pension nation, asia consdence, is- 
sue fissure — charlatan chivalry, showery suretyship — association pro- 
nunciation. 

O 5^ame where is thy blu«^ 

The weak-eyed bat with short sknR shnek flits by on leathern wmg. 

35. zh. 

jet jeu jean jewne, (^.) — seizure leisure, vision pleasure, osier fusion 
' — adhesion decision, transition abscission, explosion contusion. 

A roseate blush with soft sufifu^on divulged her gentle mind's con- 
fusion. 

36. ch. 

cheap niche, fetch chirp, chat larch, touch chine, notch torch, choice 
diew — cheerly richly^ chamber truncheon — charity chichester. 
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Your dbioeis not so nch in ^vorth as beauty. 
His speech waa like a tangled cAain. 

37. y. 

jeer gin edge jerk, gaol badge, jar judge, jibe jot, joy jaw, doge June 
— ginger jailer, jocund joyful — oblige diverge, suggest jejune. 

O /ephtha Juc^e of Israel what a treasure hadst thou. 
Three thousand ducats due unto the Jew. 

38. r-. 

This element should have bat one articulation and one Tocule. The rattle, 
commonly called the rolling of the r, is to be avoided, except, perhaps, for 
imitation, in bantering humor ; e. g., '' and then anon drrxirrmims in his 
ear." 

reap reel, rid rim, rent rest, ray rate, rat ran, wrath raft, rye right, 
rub rug, rod rob, raw wrought, room rouge, rook root, roe roach, rout 
round, rue rule — raiment rhubarb, rural wrestle — regulate ruminate 
—around erect, enrich unroll — interruption sudorific. 

/2uin seize thee ruthless king. 

The royal tree hath left us royal fruit. 

39. -r. 

This element has no proper vocule, for its articulation is hardly close 
enough to make a vocule possible. Its open Tocality makes it sometimes a 
syllable by itself. ({ 7. 3. ( & ) ; § 8. 1 and 4.) 

ear fear here, her su: fir, bare care heir, fer bar mar, cur burr spur, 
fire hire tire, nor sort cord, war wart swart, core four soar, bower sour 
flour, your lure pur^ — revere refer, repair retard, return retire, resort 
reward, restore renewer — feared heard, paired marred, spurred mired, 
poured soured. 

Far from mortal cares retreating sordid hopes and vain desires. 
Approach thou like the rugged Russian bear the armed rhinoceros 
or the Hyrcan tiger. 

40. /. 

The nearly open vocality of this element frequentiy makes a syllable ^th- 
ont a tonic. Such is the case in most words ending in le, and in the words 
printed below in Italies. 
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ka leer» kp lath, lark lump, lot toil, pule kre — luwel rtml^ 9tdoei 
Mkrwdf swivd drivd, shovd grovd^ hazd toeaself auad * wnud^f ^tnl 
dml, castle axle, cripple able, title meddle — novel chapel parcel — 
libellous legislate, loyalty loveliness. 

Ijet OEurofina smooth the Hquid lay. 
Lull with Amefia's fiquid name the nine 
And sweetly flow through eU the royai fine. 

41. n. 

This element also may be a syllable by itself, as in the words in Italics 
bdow. 

neat near, nerve ddgn, ne'er nap, pun nurse, coin gnaw, warn noon, 
town now, tune news — stolen swollen Men — eaten wktakn^ even 
reason, deaden deafen, briton given, oaken token, frozen brazen, often 
roughen — cozener softening — unanimous nonentity. 

Main chafice fhther you meant but I meant Maine 
Which I will win from France or else be slain. 

42. t. 

The Tocule of this explodent lingual should not be hissed, nor aspirated 
upon the teeth. 

(See also { 5. 3, and <<27 u-se/' Note.) 

tea tear, knit thames, cut turk, yacht torse, wart tool, route tour, 
rout tower, cute tube — tatter matter, titter tetter, brittle victual, 
phthisis debtor, nature feature, picture torture — titilkte tutelar, testa- 
ment taciturn — testator temptation. 

The iron tongue of midnight hath told hvelve. 

A felliale tsitlmg tormagan^ thai troubled all the town. 

43. d. 

Refer as for 42, t. 
deep dead, dare add, duck curd, ride dire, dock cord, owed door, lewd 
due — duty duly, deaden bdellium destroyed delayed. 

Ne'er be I fomu/ by thee o'erawed in that thrice hallowect eve 
abroacf. 

• oo«l. t nuMl. 
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And of the (lemons that are foixod in fire air flood anil uniler 
ground. 

44. s. 
Very short and smooth, 
sea seer, cuish mess, curse scene, schism psahn, soon soot, sue suit, 
— apsis thesis, tacit sceptre, psalmist psyche, hasten chasten — beside 
design, verbose resource, rescind finance — heresy &l]acy. 

HiM not B harshly, but with a short 5oft «weet slightly whittling 
«ound. 
And she shall be 5ole victreff5 Caesar's Caesar. 
Foes to my refft and my «weet «leep'« disturbers. 

46, z^ 
ease zeal, bars does, furze eyes, fires boz, toys cause, tows omn, fiiae 
yours — prizes houses, daisies scissors — disease absolves, hussars ob- 
serves — president sacrifice (v.) — disposals discernment 

He gives as is his usage at this season a series of lectures on moral 
duties. 

46. th'in. 

theme think, birth Mth, thank path, thump Hth, thing thaw, broth 
tooth, loath thole, forth thew, youths truths — lethe thule, thesis pathos 
— amethyst apathy, orthodox synthesis. , 

Tktee msJUhs of lAirteen are one six/A of f^Urty-nine. 

47. <A-is. 

thee with, then they, there that, baths tithe, booth though, thou 
mouths — either heathen, thither father, pother mother, therefore 
worthy-— bequeath beneath, unsheathe inwreathe. 

And the milkmaid singeth bli/^ 
And ihe mower whets his scythe, 

48./. 

fee deaf, kugh scarf, fife fire, fop for, foil fiiwn, wharf few — fifty 
profit, often roughen — epitaph prophecy (n.), phrenetic febrifiige. 

Fire enough/or a /lint pearl enoiigik/or a swine. 
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49. r. 

Teal live, starve vice, void grooYe» vote view — even Stephen, vivid 
votive, heaven nephew — recdve reprieve, above remove. 

The very doors and windows savor vilely. 

And I to Ford will eke un/bld how f\il8ta/f varlet rile his dove will 
prove his gold wiU hold and his sq/l couch de/*ile. 

50. p. 

pea peer, pert rap, path cup, pipe pyre, pop pause, dupe pure— 
pippin slipper, naphtha shepherd — papacy populous, pabular oph- 
thahny. 

Here piles of pina extend their shining rows pu& patches powders 
bibles billetdoux. 

51. b. 

bee beer, been ebb, babe blab, barb cub, bob bom, boil bawl, boor 
bold, bower bute — cabal baboon, believe becalm, imbue embark — 
obstacle fabulous. 

The 6ar&arous Hubert took a bnbe to kill the royal babe. 
Earth smiles around with boundless bounty 61est and heaven beholds 
its image in his breast. 

52. m, 

me mere, hymn phlegm, mayor drachm, calm gum, mood moor, 
comb more, mouth muse — mammon moment, murmur sombre, 
empty tempter — mimically mamillary, momentary matrimony. 

Through glades and glooms the mingled measure stole. 

53. w. 

we weird, win wend, worth w£ul, wear wag, vwtft one, vrine choir, 
wan quoit, warp woof, woe wore, wound (p.) whew ! — woman wolsey, 
wayward wormwood, cuirass quagmire — wanderer vridower, weather- 
wise whitherward. 

A tOTght tijell versed in toggery, 
ffas ever tooman in this humor tvooed 
JVa» ever woman in this humor tvon. 
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54. Initial CoMBmATioNS. 

hue hewed, hewer hewing ; wheat wheel, whip when, white what» 
>rmch whirl, where why — creek cringe jcrave, crust crow crew j clear 
cliff clack, clerk climb close; queen quell quite — gricTe great grab, 
grind groin group ; gleam glen glide, glum gloze glue ; guelf gwyn 
guano — shriek shred shrine, shrunk shrove shrew — tree trip track, 
trade try truth; tweed twin twine — drear drift drive, dross draw 
droll; dwell dwarf dwindle — scheme scale scath; sleep slap slope ; 
sneer snare snob ; steal stem stab ; 's death sdeign 's done ; sphere 
sphinx spheric; spine spoil spout; smack smite small; sweet sweat 
swoon ; scream scrape scrap ; sqtdb square squat ; strip stray strive ; 
spread sprawl sprout ; spleen split splay — thrift thread thrive ; thwack 
thwaite thwart — free fret frame, froUi froze fit)wn ; flee flit fly, flood 
flounce flue — prim prate pry $ .please play pbt — brim breath braid, 
bride broil brawn ; blear blench black, blithe block blue. 

55. Final Combinations. 

act duct, liked rocked ; necks tax ; fiicts picts ; next taxed ; look'dst 
conduct'st — begged jogged ; kegs mugs ; digg'st lagg'st — ink thank, 
bank monk — inks banks ; thanked ranked ; think'st rankest — bang'd 
long'd ; long'dst throng'dst — fished flushed — pitched touched — 
gouged obliged ^- jerk work, ark fork; burg, marsh; march lurch; 
dirge forge ; earl furl, marl whorl ; earn fern, bam turn, mom mourn; 
mart heart, sort sport ; herd bird, hired spared ; parse terse ; ears 
cares; mirth forth; murther northern; sc'arf whtuf; serve c'arve; 
chirp warp ; curb orb ; firm storm ; worked marked ; lurks storks ; 
burgs orgues; marched scorched; charged urged; snarled world; 
pearls curls ; learnt burnt ; ironed warned ; starts warts ; c'ards words ; 
first dar^ ; earth'd ; fourths ; sc'arf 'd ; turfs ; starved ; curves ; corpse ; 
warp'd ; curbed ; g'arbs ; armed farmed ; fiurms storms ; luik'st ; hurt'st ; 
usurp'st ; charm'st ; maik'dst (?) ; perch'dst (?) ; urg'dst (?) ; leam'dst ; 
reserv^dst ; usurp'dst (?) ; curb'dst (?) ; charm'dst ; — milk elk ; walsh ; 
filch; bilge; &ll'n stolen; felt salt; filled told; else&lse; bells tolls; 
filth ; wolf; delve ; scalp ; bulb ; film elm, culm holm ; milk'd skulk'd ; 
silks elks ; filched ; bilged ; wilts bolts ; scalds folds ; Tobolsk ; call'st 
repulsed; ingulfed; sylphs; twelfth; twelfths; delved; elves; gulped; 
alps; bulbs; fihn'd; hehns; wilt'st; fill'dst; help'st; delVdst (?) ■— 
sent wont; end find; dense once; banns duns; tenth ninth; ants 
wants; ends bonds; canst fenced; bronzed; tenths — routes flutes; 
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dghtJi—bidi adze— desk cask; fist most; lisp gasp; risked; basks; 
beasts fists, "wastes hsts, busts costs, foists roasts; wasp ; lisp'd gasp'd ; 
ask'st ; sixed bussed ; schism * prism, chasm spasm, witddsm ostradsm 
— scath'd fixith'd ; friths tnitJis ; breathed bathed ; breathes paths ; 
rhythm ; * breath'dst(P) ; oft lift ; cufb proofr ; fifth ; wefts ; kugh'st 
doff'st; left'st — lived moved; doves coves; lov'st prov'st; liv*dst — 
heaped apt; cups fops; hop'st dup'st; copts; sfaap'd8t(?) — ebb'd 
foWd ; cubs snobs ; blab'dst (P) — lamed combed ; claims brooms ; 
vamp dump; pump'd swamp'd; imps stamps; roam'd8t(?); pump'st 
romp*dst(?). 

NoTB. However perfect ia articulatioxi one may have become, it wUI al- 
ways be found a useful practice to spell, or, at least, to pronounce, with de- 
liberation, fulness, and force, a page or two of words, just before beginning 
to speak in public. A page of words without any connection of sense is best 
for this purpose, and the foregoing examples of combinaliesis afford moce 
exercise of the sort than can easily be found in the same «pace elsewhere. 

In such practice, and in all practice, in articulation, the endeavor should 
not be to make the sounds with the least possible movement of the mouth. 
The contrary is a better rule, but that must not be allowed to change the 
Bocmds from their true forms. 

i 18. 

MISCELLANEOUS EXERCISES. 

The foUowiDg are some of the words which are continually brought 
to the notice of a critic by false accent, or by the substitution of fidse 
elements. In speaking, or reading, one has enough to think of, with- 
out being compelled to decide a doubtful pronunciation, or to recall a 
former dedsion, in the very heat of delivery. Hence the necessity of 
associating the sounds of words with their meanings simply and direot- 
ly, without special marks or classifications. Some of these vfrords have 
already occurred as examples under the elements. Such must be 
learned from their classification there ; the rest by consultii^ Worces- 
ter's Dictionary. When the authorities there cited differ, Smart is to 
be preferred, perhaps even against all others. 

A (art) absolve 

abdomen abstract (n.) 

abscission to abstract 

• A tonie should never be inserted between the combined subtonlcs in schlsiii, 
rhyl^ Ac. 
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abstractly 


apotheods 


acceptable 


Arab 


accent (n.) 


archipelago 


to accent 


architect 


access 


archives 


accessary 


arctic 


accessory 


are 


acoustics 


area 


address (n. and v,) 


arid 


adjecdval 


aroma 


adult 


Asia 


adverse 


aspen 


advertise 


aspirant 


advertisement 


assodatioa 


aerial 


aunt 


aeronaut 


authoritj 


aged 


»wry 


again 


ay 


against 


aye 


aggrandize 


ayes 


aggrandizement 


azure 


agriculture 




agriculturist 


Bade 


aHenatiion 


barrel 


ally (n. and v.) 


baths 


almost 


beautiful 


alternate 


beneatJi 


amateur 


been 


analogous 


before 


ancient 


behemoth 


and 


behind 


an 


betroth 


Anne 


bitumen 


another 


blessed 


antarctic 


bHtlie 


antepenult 


bombast 


antipodes 


bom 


aperture 


borne 


apparent 


bouquet 


apophthegm 


bulwark 



zlix 



.M 
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buoy 


comely 


buoyant 


compensate 


by 


compromise (n. and t.) 




comrade 


CalRiiut 


concentrate 




conduit 


caiet 


confessor 


caricature 


confine (n.) 




to confine 


OGurthag&uan 


confidant 


casement 


confiscate, -ed 


caviare 


conjure 


celibacy 


conjure 


cellar 


connoisseur 


cement 


conquer 


certain 


consistory 


chamber 


conspiracy 


chamois 


construe 




consummate 


to chap 


contemplate 


chaps (n.) 


contents 


character 


contrary 


characteristic 


conversant 


chasten 


convoy (n.) 


Chinese 


to convoy 


chivalry 


cony 


chivalric 


coquetry 


chivalrous 


cordial 


circuitous 


Cordova 


clarion 


corollary 


clerk 


corps 


climacteric 


corpse 


clothes 


courteous 


coadjutor 


coiirteaan 


collation 


courtesy 


colon 


covetous 


column 


creator 


combat (n. and 


V.) creek 


combated 


Crimea 


commendable 


cupboard 
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to discount 


cursed 


discourse 


cushion 


discrepant 


cynosure 




Cythera 


disinterested 


Cytherca 


dismay 




AitanitM 


Daunt 


dissolve 


deaf 


divers (a^*) 


deoorouB 


diverse 


decretal 


divisible 


de&lcation 


docOe 


defile 


domain 


to defile 




Demeter 




demonstrate 


drought 


denigrate 


draw 


depot 


dynasty 


descant (n.) 




to descant 


E'er 


design 


egotism 


designate 


either 


despot 


el^;iac 


desultory 


elementary 


detail 


eleven 


deteriorate 


empiric 


detritus 


enervate 


devastate, -ed 


engine 


diameter 


enthumasm 


diamond 


ephemeral 


Diana 


Epcurean 


dilatory 


epoch 


dimension 


equable 


diphthong 






ere 




ensnd 


diplomatic 


essay (n.) 


direct 


to essay 


discern 


Europe 


discount 


European 



u 



m 





mmmTjoaQv. 


evugeliotl 


Gallant (a^, and M 


ewry 


gaUant(aiSri^T.) 


cxciflet -mim 


g»pe 


exemplaiy 


garden 


exhate 


gM>ge 


exhaust 


genealogy 


exhibit 


generation 


exhort 


Genoa 


exile 


gentile 


to exile 


genuine 


exile (adj,) 


get 


expletive 


gib 


exploit 


gibber 


extirpate 


gibberish 


exuberant 


gibbous 


eyry,-ie 


girl 




gbicier 


Fa9ade 


gndss 


fidry 


golden 


fiilchion 


got 


falcon 


governor 


Men 


government 


February 


grievous 


ferment 


grindstone 


to ferment 


grovel 


fertile 


guUd 


finale 


gunwale 


finance 




financier 


Had 


forecastle 


half 


forehead 


harass, -ing 


forehand 


has 


forge 


have 


formidable 


hazel 


fortnight 


heartJi 


firanchise 


height 


frontieip 


heinous 


fulcrum 


heroy -ism 


fulsome 


heroine 


fulminate 


hideous 



fitttdl^MflOlF. 


homagb 


ITnli^MliWWyi 


homely 


kihi 


DOIUOeQIpiBXajr 




h0p1it4« 


Laaguflfr 




Latin 


horrible 


laugh 


hood 


hiw 


hoQseinfe 


learned (a^.) 


hover 


legate 


hmxi&ii 


l^end 


humane 


legisladve 


humble 


legislature 


hundred 


Idsure 


humdi 


lenient 


hypodhondyiaCi -uL 


lenitive 


hypothetic, *«d 


levee 




lever 


Idea 


lieuteiMiM 


hnbedle 


lineament 


incense 


Uv^^kttg 


tftjncenee 


loath, bth 


increase 


loose 


toincreaiBe 


loss 


indecoTMlii 


lough 




luxurioub 


individlbte ' 


luxury 


indiYidwl 




m&ntile 


MascimMtt 


inquiry 


massac^*4 


insiffnia 


massacring 


instead 


maritime 


interefll,<*€4,<-feg 


matrimoiqr 


integral 


matron 


isolate 


Matthew 


Italiitti 


measure 


Italic 


melancbeiy 




mercantile 


Jackal 


metaphor 


joust 




juyenile 


mineralogy 



tifi 



Iftr 
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miniatiDB 


irageant 


minute (n.) 


palace 


minute ^acy.) 


pft|fti3ii^j» 


miwauerooB 


pftlfttinA 


miaooDfltrue ' 


Paleatme 


ftnfttma. 


pan^yric 


model 


pantomime 


Morea 


parcel 


m088 


parent 


muflemn 


Parliament 


my 


pane 




parsimony 


National 


pasa 


naaal 


patent (n.) 


ne'er 


patent (a^j.) 


neither 


paths 


nephew 


patois 


neuzalgia 


patrimony 


noiae 


patriot, -io 


nomenclatae 


patriotism 


none 


patron, -age 


notable 


patterns 


notable 


Peloponneaoa 


novel 


penaooe 


nugatory 


penult 




perfume 


Oasia 


to perfume 


obeiaanoe 


permit 


oocaaion 


to permit 


odioua 


phalanx 


of 


phl^^matic 


oflEend 


Fhomician 


often 


physiognomy 


oneroua 




open 




opponent 


pibroch 


orator 


pigeon 


ortboepiat 


•pismire 


orthoepy 


plaid 




Pleiads. 
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pcngnant 


psalmody 


police 


psalter, -y 


portrait 


pot 


possess 




prebend 


Qnality 


precedence 


qualm 


precedent (n.) 


quandary 


precedent (adj.) 


quantity 


preceding 


quarantine 


precise 


quay 


predilection 




pre&ce 


Bailleiy 


prelate 


rapine 


prelude 


rational 


premier 


rationale 


presage 


nmne 


to presage, 4ng 


reason 


presbytery 


recess 


prestige 


recitative 


pretence 


reooUect (n.) 


pretext 


to recollect 


prettiness 


record 


pretty 


to record 


proceeds 


recourse 


to proceed 


reflex 


process 


refuse 


produce 


to refuse 


to produce 


relaxaticHi 


profile 


reptile 


progress 


requiem 


to progress 


rescind 


prologue 


reseaiefafCi 


prophecy 


resign 


to prophesy 


resolve 


protest 


resource 


to protest 


retail 


proTOst 


to retail 


prytaneum 


reverie 


prytanis 


revery 


psalmist 


revolt 



iti 



UIAMUJ 

Bhenuh 


dxne 


xfaombdd, -el 


simony 


ihubaib 


smew 


zbytiDiii 


sirrah 


xomance 


sirop, syrup 


loute 


synod 


VUffiSD 


siren 




sloth 


StacmndxC 


slough 


lacrifice 


slough 


nUc 


sloven 


aaline 


soft 


sapphire 


sombre 


SBitan 


sover^gn 


sate 


spaniel 


B^I^Tl 


species 


satire 


spmadi 


satrap, -y 


splenetic 


satyr 


squirrel 


sauce 


stalactite 


saosage 


stamp (with feet) 




stirrup 


scald 




scald, -er 


strength 




strew 


scenic 


stupendous 


sdiedule 


stupid 




subtraction 


schismalic (n.) 


sudden 


schismatic (adj.) 


suffice 


secretEury 


suggest 


sedative 


suit 


senate 


suite 


sergeant 


sullen 


series 


supple 




supreme 


sew, -er 


survey 


sewer 


to survey 


shaU 


sword 


shew 








ItH 



Taunt, -oKi 


Vagary 


tedious 


yaae 


tenet 


Taunt 


teiad 


TenemeBt 


territory 


Venetna 


testimony 


vessel 


Thames 


village 


thousand 


villain 


tliree-legged 


voice 


thyme 




tirade 


Wan 


to 


water 


torment 


wainscot 


to torment 


weapon 


tortoise 


weary 


tournament 


wear, weir 


towards 


what 


transfer 


wheel 


to transfer 


when 


tRmsient 


which 


transitory 


whooping-coug^ 


transparent 


whole 


trapezoid 


whortleheny 


tremendous 


why 


tribunal 


wind 


tribune 


to wind 


triumph 


windpipe 


troth 


withes 


trough 


won 


truculent 


wound (pret and pp.) 


truths 


wound (n.) 


Tuesday 


wroth 


tuberose 




turpentine 


Yacht 


turquoise 


ye 




yea 


Unscathed 


yellow 


Uranus 


yes 


usurp 


yet 


utensil 


you 
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your flealot 

yondis cechin 

aemindar 
Zealooi Eoology 
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L— SELECT SENTENCES IN PROSR 

(ijff the hour of adversity be not without hope ^ for carystal 
rain falls from black clouds. 

There is nothing that people bear more impatiently, or for- 
give less, than contempt. An injury is much sooner forgotten 
than an insult. 

Do not accustom yourself to consider debt only as an incon- 
venience ; you will nnd it a calamity. 

True eloquence consists in saying what should be said, and 
leaving unsaid what shuuld not be said. 

If we were faultless ourselves, we should not take so much 
pleasure in remarking the faults of others. 

Friendship hath the skill and observation of the best physi- 
cian, the diligence and watchfulness of the best nurse, and the 
tenderness and patience of the best mother. 

Ingratitude is a crime so shameful, that the man was never 
yet found who would acknowledge himself guilty of it. 

A liar begins with making a falsehood appear like truth, 
and ends with making truth itself appear like falsehood. 

What a piece of work is man ! how noble in reason I how 
infinite in faculties ! in form and moving how express and ad- 
mirable! in action how like an angel! in apprehension how 
like a God ! 

(1) 
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To relieve the oppressed is the most glorious act a man is 
capable of; it is in some measure doing the business of God 
and providence. 

As we perceive the shadow to have moved, but did not per^ 
ceive its moving, so our advances in learning, as they consist 
of such minute steps, are perceivable only by the distance. 

There is no mortal truly wise and restless at the same time, 
wisdom is the repose of the mind. 

The passionate are like men standing on their heads ; ULi/y 
see all things the wrong way. 

The philosophers of antiquity addressed themselves to the 
intellect ; the simple words of Jesus lay hold of the heart 

It is with narrow-souled people as with narrow-necked bot- 
tles ; the less they have in them, the more noise they make in 
pouring it out. 

He who is insensible to praise is either raised far above, or 
gunk much below, the ordinary standard of human nature. 

Benevolence is not merely a feeling, but a principle ; not a 
dream of rapture for the fancy to indulge in, but a business 
for the hand to execute. 

The great object of education is not to store the mind with 
knowledge, but to give activity and vigor to its powers. 

Without fairness of mind, which is only another phrase for 
disinterested love of truth, great native powers of understand- 
ing are perverted. 

I know of no great expounder of moral principle, I know 
of no eloquent teacher of divine tnith, who is more useful in 
God's world than a business man that carries his religion into 
his business. 

Tliere are two ways of arriving at the highest personal lib- 
erty : one is to have few wants, and the other to have abun- 
dant means of satisfying them. The first method is easier 
than the latter, and yet it is the one most rarely made use of. 

Accustom yourself to submit on all and every occasion, and 
in the most minute no less than in the most important circum- 
stances of life, to a small present evil, to obtain a greater 
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distant good. This will give decision, tone, and energy to the 
mind, which, thus disciplined, will often reap victory from de- 
feat, and honor &om repulse. 



n.— SELECT SENTENCES IN PROSE. 

HuRBT and Cunning are the apprentices of Despatch and 
of Skill ; but neither of them ever learns his master^s trade. 

Men will wrangle for religion, write for it, fi^t for it, die 
for it ; any thing hut live for it 

To commiserate is sometimes more than to give, for gifts are 
external to one's self; but he who bestows compassion commu- 
nicates his own souL 

In most quarrels there is a fault on both sides. A quarrel 
may be compared to a spark, which cannot be produced wi^ 
out a flint, as well as a steel ; either of them may hammer on 
wood forever, and no fire will follow. 

Much may be done in those little shreds and patches of timd 
which every day produces, and which most men throw away, 
but which, nevertheless, will make, at the end of it, no small 
deduction from the life of man. 

Delibei^te with caution, but act with decision; yield gra- 
ciously, or oppose firmly. 

Men are never made so ridiculous by the qualities they have, 
as by those they affect to have. 

I consider a quarrelsome person to be like a loaded gun, 
which may go off by accident and kill one. 

Modesty makes large amends for the pain it gives the per- 
sons who labor under it, by the prejudice it affords every wor- 
thy person in their favor. 

He that lies in bed all a summer's morning loses the chief 
pleasure of the day ; he that gives up his youth to indolence 
suffers a loss of the same kind. 

Shining characters are not always the most agreeable ones. 
1 
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The mild radiance of an emerald is bj no means less pleasing 
than the glare of a ruby. 

It is one thing to know the intrinsic value of a thing, another 
to know the current estimation of it. 

Testimony is like an arrow shot from a long-bow, the force 
of which depends on the strength of the hand that draws it ; 
argument is like an arrow from a cross-bow, which has great 
force, though shot by a child. 

He that is good will in&Iliblj become better, and he that is 
bad wiU as certainly become worse ; for vice, virtue, and time 
are three things that never stand still. 

Do not consider any vice as trivial, and therefore practise 
it ; do not consider any virtue as unimportant, and therefore 
neglect it. 

Mental pleasures never cloy : unlike those of the body, they 
are increased by repetition, approved of by reflection, and 
strengthened by enjoyment. 

In those vernal seasons of the year, when the air is calm 
and pleasant, it were an injury and sullenness against Nature, 
not to go out and see her riches, and partake in her rejoicing 
with heaven and earth. 

In eating and drinking let a man do nothing contrary to the 
health of the body ; nothing to indispose it, as a mansion and 
instrument of the soul ; nothing to the dishonor of himself as 
a rational being, the image of God. 

A fault once excused is twice committed. 

There is no man so miserable as he that is at a loss how 
to spend his time. He is restless in his thoughts, unsteady 
in his counsels, dissatisfied with the present, solicitous for the 
future. 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and 
some few to be chewed and digested ; that is, some books are 
to be read only in part ; others to be read, but not curiously ; 
and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and at- 
tention. 

Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowl- 
edge : it is thinking that makes what we read ours. 
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m.^ SELECT PASSAGES IN VERSE. 

Truth, crashed to earth, shall rise again ; 

The eternal years of God are hers ; 
But Error, wounded, writhes with pain. 

And dies among her worshippers. 

Loveliest of lovely things are they, 
On^earth, that soonest pass away. 
The rose that lives its little hour 
Is prized beyond the sculptured flower. 

Hope, like the gleaming taper's light, 

Adorns and cheers our way. 
And still, as darker grows the night, 

Emits a brighter ray. 

Sound, sound the clarion, fill the fife ; 

To all the sensual world proclaim. 
One glorious hour of crowded life 

Is worth an age without a name. 

O'er the glad waters of the dark blue sea. 
Our thoughts as boundless, and our souls as firee, 
Far as the breeze can bear, the billows foam, 
Survey our empire, and behold our home. 

The very law which moulds a tear. 

And bids it trickle from its source, 
That law preserves the earth a sphere, 
• And guides the planets in their course. 

How sweet, how passing sweet is solitude ! 
But grant me still a friend in my retreat, 
Whom I may whisper, " Solitude is sweet." 



THE SECOND CLASS BEADEB. 

True friendship's laws are by this rule expressed : 
Welcome the coming, speed the parting, guest 

Who does the best his circumstance allows 
Does well, acts nobly ; angels could no more. 

How fleet is a glance of the mind ! 

Compared with the speed of its flight, 
The tempest itself lags behind, 

And the swift-winged arrows of light. 

Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep. 

Now the bright morning star, day's harbinger, 
Comes dancing from the east, and leads with her 
The flowery May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowslip and the pale primrose. 

Extol not riches then, the toil of fools, 

The wise man's cumbrance, if not snare ; more apt 

To slacken Virtue, and abate her edge, 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. 

Verse sweetens toil, however rude the sound : 
All at her work the village maiden sings. 

Nor, while she turns the giddy wheel around, 
Revolves the sad vicissitudes of things. 

*Tis sweet to hear a brook ; 'tis sweet 

To hear the Sabbath bell ; 
'Tis sweet to hear them both at once, 

Deep in a woody dell. 

Honor and shame from no condition rise : 
Act well your part, — there all the honor lies. 
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0, many a shaft at random sent, 
Finds mark the archer little meant ; 
And many a word at random spoken 
May soothe or wound a heart that's broken. 

No radiant pearl which crested fortune wears, 
No gem that twinkling hangs from beauty's ears, 
Not the bright stars which night's blue arch adorn. 
Nor rising sun that gilds the vernal mom. 
Shine with such lustre as the tear that flows 
Down virtue's manly cheek for others' woes. 



IV. — SELECT PASSAGES IN VEBSB. 

The good die first ; 
And they whose hearts are dry as summer^sdust 
Bum to the socket. 

I am as fr«e as nature first made man. 
Ere the base laws of servitude began. 
When wild in woods the noble savage ran. 

Heaven first taught letters for some wretch's ud. 
Some banished lover, or some captive maid : 
They live, they speak, they breathe what love inspires, 
Warm from the soul, and faithful to its fires 

Bright as the sun, her eyes the gazers strike, 
And like the sun, they shine on all alike. 
Yet graceful ease, and sweetness void of pride 
Might hide her faults, if belles had faults to hide. 
If to her share some female errors fall, 
Look on her face, and you'll forget them alL 
1* 
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Moot Blanc is the monarch of mountains ; 

They crowned him long ago, 
On a throne of rocks, in a robe of cloud, 

With a diadem of snow. 

O, it is exceUent 
To have a giant's strength ; but it is tyrannous 
To use it like a giant. 

The quality of mercy is not strained : 
It droppeth as the gentle dew from heaven 
Upon the place beneath : it is twice blessed ; 
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 

How far that little candle throws his beams ! 
So shines a good deed in this naughty world. 

Errors, like straws, upon the surface flow : 

He who would search for pearls must dive below. 

The world was sad, the garden was a wild, 
And man, the hermit, sighed, till woman smiled. 

Know then this truth, (enough for man to know,) 
Virtue alone is happiness below. 

'Tis education forms the conmion mind : 
Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined. 

To gild refined gold, to paint the lily, 

To throw a perfume on the violet. 

To smooth the ice, or add another hue 

Unto the rainbow, or with taper light 

To seek the beauteous eye of heaven to garnish, 

Is wasteful and ridiculous excess. 
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Of blessed with temper, whose unclouded lay 
Can make to-morrow cheerful as to-day. 

Breathes there the man with soul so dead. 
Who never to himself hath said, 
" This is my own, my native land ? " 

How happy is he bom and taught, 
That serveth not another's will, 

Whose armor is his honest thought, 
And simple truth his utmost skill I 

Stone waUs do not a prison make ; 

Nor iron bars a cage. 
Minds innocent and quiet take 

That for a hermitage. 



v. — BIRDS. 

Knickbbbockxb Maoadivs. 

We love birds. When the first soft days of spring come on 
In all their gentle sweetness, and woo us with their warmth, 
and soothe us with their smile, then come the birds. With us 
4hey do rejoice that winter's reign (and snow) is ended. No 
one of the seasons that come to " rule the varied year," abdi- 
cates his throne more to his subjects' joy than winter. While 
he rules, we lose all respect for the mercury in our thermometer. 
When we remember how high it stood in our estimation only 
a few short months ago, we did not think that it could get so 
low. We resolve to have nothing more to do with it; for 
" there is a point beyond which forbearance ceases to be a vir- 
tue,'''and we conceive that point to be thirty-two degrees above 
zero, at the very least. 

How pleasant are the early hours of a day in spring I The 
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air is laden wilih the perfect perfume of a thotistad ft>wer8, 
and leaves, and Irads. And then, besides the pleasare of see^ 
ing jocund day go through that difficult gymnastic feat, de- 
scribed by Shakspeare, of standing ^tiptoe on the misty 
mountain tops,** we have a glorious morning concert, to whidi 
we have a season ticket; for 

« Innumeroos longsten in the freshening shade 
Of new-spnmg leayes their modolations mix 
MelMuous." 

Such music ! It seems the pure outpourings of the greatest 
gratitude to Him who made the mom so beauti&l, so Ml of 
joy and light It is the expression of most perfect praise, in 
ecstasy of song. Tes, indeed, we love birds ! 

There is a deal of pleasure, as well as profit, and advantage 
with amusement, to be derived fiom studying the habits and 
the character of birds. Nor is the study burdensome. Of 
all the lower orders of creation, as they frequent most freely 
the haunts and homes of men, so they approach us nearest in 
intelligence. They have their labors and amusements, their 
conjugal relations, and, like us, they build with taste and skill ' 
their houses ; they have society, moreover, and the opera. In 
very many things they are our equals, and in some, superiors ; 
and what in other animals at best is <xily instinct, in birds is 
^most reason. 

Among the first returning tourists from the south, in spring, 
are these pleasant little people, the bluebird, martin, and wren. 
They have particular confidence in man. Nor is their confi- 
dence misplaced ; for every body hails with joy these harbin- 
gers of spring. Their company is peculiarly agreeable, and 
they seem to know it ; for every year they come again to oc- 
cupy the boxes, or perchance old hats, which were put up for 
them, and in them build their nests, and there they live rent 
free ; yet not exactly so, for they pay us with their notes. 
Sometimes these little people have a deal of difficulty among 
themselves about these habitations. The martins come, and 
find the bluebirds have taken all these places, and there is a 
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&8S direcUy. After some consideraUe soolding and twitdng 
on facts, the martins take possession of a certain portion of the 
pigeon cote, and kee{^ it too, — for not a pigeon dare go near 
them, — while the smaller wrens content themselves with some 
9pare comer of the portico, where they forthwith proceed to 
build their houses, with all the architectural skill derived fit>m 
their great namesake, the builder of St. Paul's.* There is a 
spice of waggish mischief about the wren somewhat amusing. 
Often when the bluebird has left his house, and gone to mar- 
ket or down town, the wren peeps in, and finding no one there, 
proceeds to amuse himself by pulling out the straws and feath« 
ers in the nest; but should perchance the bluebird come in 
eight, the wren remembers there is something very interesting 
going on around the comer of the bam, that demands his in- 
stant and immediate attention. 

These birds — the bluebird, martin, and the wren, together 
with the swallows, (bam and chimney,) and ^ honest robio,'' 
who, as quaint old Walton has it, ^ loves mankind, both alive 
and dead" — are half domesticated. They love to live near 
man. The bluebird and the robin are the only two among 
them who appear to have paid much attention to die cultivatica 
of their vocal powers. They salute the morning with sweet 
songs. The wren and other small birds are in the garden, 
breakfasting on worms, or, as we sometimes express it, '< get- 
ting their gmb." The martin, meanwhile, listens to the om- 
cert, as a critic, or as one of the audience ; for he sits up in his 
private box, now and then uttering an approving note, as if of 
applause. Indeed, the martin is not very musical. Sometimes, 
in the bosom of his i^ily, when he feels very social, he takes 
up his pipe, and then essays a song. But he never gets be- 
yond the first few notes of ^ Hi Betty Martin,** and then goes 
off on tiptoe. 

But here we have a jolly little fellow, who makes np in 
sociability what he lacks in song. The small house sparrow 
or, as he is generally known, the ^ chippin' bird,'' comes to oar 

• The architect of St Paul's, in London, was Sir Christopher Wren. 
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very doors. He hops along the piazza, gathering " crumbs of 
comfort ** and of bread, and knows that not a soul within the 
house, not even that "unfeeling schoolboy," would harm a 
feather of his tail. He keeps a careful eye, however, on the 
cat ; for he is perfectly aware that she would consider him only 
a swallow, and he does not like to lose his identity. 

There is in history a single instance where this bird seems 
to have forgotten his character, and been a destroyer, rather 
than, as he is called by boys, a " spai'er." Every juvenile of 
'five years, who is at all read in the literature of his age, knows 
the tragic story of the death and burial of cock robin. That 
interesting individual was found one morning^* lying on the 
ground, with a murderous weapon through his heart. The 
horror-stricken birds assembled. A coroner's inquest was 
holden. The first inquiry was, of course, "Who killed cock 
ix)bin ? " There was a momentary silence ; and then the spar- 
row, the last one in the crowd, perhaps, to be suspected, con- 
fessed the deed. He then proceeds to state how it was done, 
and owns he " did it with bow and arrow." 

" Caw ! caw ! caw ! " The watchword and the signal of 
alarm or caution among crows ; or else it is the " dreadiul note 
of preparation " summoning the lawless legions from the depths 
of the pine woods, from yonder hill, from far-off* forests, to come 
and help puU up a field of corn, just' beginning to put forth its 
tender blades. " All tliese and more come flocking," for there's 
no one around; the scarecrow was blown down last night; 
the gun is lent ; the boys have gone to school ; the farmer 
tumbled off the haymow yesterday and broke his leg ; and so 
the crows proceed with the destruction 

*• unmoyed, 
With dread of death, to flight, or foul retreat." 

The crow and blackbird both are arrant rogues. Tlie last, 
indeed, renders somewhat of sei-vice in the early part of spring • 
for, following the furrows of the field, devouring countless 
worms and grubs, which would be most destructive to the com- 
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ing crop of com, all day loog he gleans behind the plough, a 
perfect little Ruth. But when the com comes, he devotes him- 
self to its destruction with a perfect ruthlessness, and fills his 
own crop with the farmer's in less than no time. Perchance, 
should any one appear on the premises, he gets upon the fence, 
and whistles very unconcernedly, just as if he hadn't been doing 
any thing. As for that bean pole, standing in the centre of the 
field, dressed in old clothes, and bearing some faint resemblance 
to a returned Califomian, — ha 1 ha 1 ha 1 What fools men are 
to think that they can cheat the blackbird I Why, there are five 
of them at this moment pulling com for dear life, to see who 
shall get through his row the first, who were bom, bred, and 
educated in the very hat of that identical old scarecrow. To 
be sure, when it was first set up, the birds eyed it with curios- 
ity, perhaps mistrust, but it never entered their heads that it 
was intended to resemble a man ; or if it did, it soon became 
a standing joke with them. 

Every &rmer hates the crow, and we must acknowledge he 
is not a very lovable bird. He has neither beauty nor song ; 
for his eternal caw ! caw ! is a note renewed so often as to be 
at a decided discount Nor has he civility of manners ; and 
his ideas concerning private property are extremely vague. 
Yet, of all the bird tribe, he is far the most intelligent. Nor 
is he a hypocrite. He robs our fields, and he " acknowledges 
the com.'*^ There he is, on that old tree by the road side, 
clothed in a sable suit, and, as you go by, looks demure, inter- 
esting, and melancholy. But should there be a gun in the 
bottom of the wagon, though it is covered carefully with a 
bundle of straw, a blanket over that, and a large fat boy sitting 
on top of all, he knows it is there, and, trusty sentinel, alarms 
the whole community of crows in the region round about ; and 
away they wing, " over the hiUs and far away." Caw ! caw ! 
caw ! You didn't catch him that time. He is very well aware 
that you intend to kill him —-if you can. He just wants to see 
you try it — that's all. 
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VL— HIAWATHA'S HUNTING. 

LomiraiMir. 



[Hw fbOofwing pMHge !■ firam ** Tlie Song of Hiawatha," a narratiTe poem, founded 
vpon tuMlltloiui eaxranft aanong miim trtbea of North Amflrioaa Indfauu, respecting an 
Imaginary being of more than mortal powen and gifta> named Hiawatha. The au- 
thor of thia poem la Henry Wadaworth LongfeUow, an American poet of the finest 
genina and widest popolarity, now (1866) residing In Oamhridge, Masaachmotta.] 

Then the little Hiawatha 
Learned of every bird its language, 
Learned their names and all dieir secrets. 
How thej built their nests in summer, 
Where they hid themselves in winter, 
Talked with them where'er he met them. 
Called them '^ Hiawatha's chickens.' 
Of all beasts he learned the language, 
Learned their names and all their secrets, 
How the beavers built their lodges, 
Where the squirrels hid their acorns. 
How the reindeer ran so swiftly. 
Why the rabbit was so timid, 
Talked with them where'er he met them. 
Called them '^ Hiawatha's brothers." 
Then lagoo, the great boaster, 
He, the marvellous story teller. 
He, the traveller and the talker. 
Made a bow for Hiawatha ; 
From a branch of ash he made it, 
From an oak bough made the arrows. 
Tipped with flint, and winged with feathers. 
And the cord he made of deer skin. 
Then he said to Hiawatha, 
^ Go, my son, into the forest^ 
Where the red deer herd together, 
Eall for us a famous roebuck, 
EjU for us a deer Mdth antlers." 
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Forth into the forest straightway 
All alone walked liiawatha 
Proudly with his bow and arrows. 
And the birds sang round him, o'er him, 
*' Do not shoot us, Hiawatha." 
Sang the robin, sang the bluebird, 
" Do not shoot us, Hiawatha." 
Up the oak tree, close beside him, 
Sprang the squirrel, lightly leaping 
In and out among the branches ; 
Coughed and chattered from the oak tree, 
Laughed, and said between his laughing^ 
" Do not shoot me, Hiawatha." 
And the rabbit fix)m his pathway 
Leaped aside, and at a distance 
Sat erect upon his haunches, 
Half in fear, and half in frolic. 
Saying to the little hunter, 
** Do not shoot me, Hiawatha." 
But he heeded not nor heard them, 
For his thoughts were with the red deeri 
On their tracks his eyes were fastened. 
Leading do^vnward to the river. 
To the ford across the river. 
And as one in slumber walked he. 
Hidden in the alder bushes. 
There he waited till the deer came, 
Till he saw two antlers lifted. 
Saw two eyes look from the thicket, 
Saw two nostrils point to windward, 
And a deer came down the pathway. 
Flecked * with leafy light and shadow. 
And his heart within him fluttered. 
Trembled like the leaves above him, 
Like the birch leaf palpitated, 

* Flecked, spotted. 
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As the deer came down the pathway. 
Then, upon one knee uprising, 
Hiawatha aimed an arrow ; 
Scarce a twig moved with his motion, 
Scarce a leaf wa^ stirred or rustled. 
But the wary roebuck started. 
Stamped with all his hoofs together, 
Listened with one foot uplifled, 
Leaped as if to meet the arrow ; 
Ah, the stinging, fatal arrow, 
Like a wasp it buzzed and stung him. 
Dead he lay there in the forest, 
By the ford across the river ; 
Beat his timid heart no longer ; 
But the heart of Hiawatha 
Throbbed, and shouted, and exulted, 
As he bore the red deer homeward. 



Vn.— AN ARAB AND HIS HORSE. 

Tkaitslated from thk French. 

A CABAVAN proceeding to Damascus was once attacked by 
a tribe of Arabs, and after a brief resistance, entirely over- 
powered. A rich booty fell into the hands of the robbers. 
But while they were occupied in the examination and distribu- 
tion of their spoils, they in their turn were assailed by a troop 
of Turkish horsemen, who had gone out from Acre to meet 
and escort the luckless caravan. The scale of fortune was at 
once turned. The robbers were overpowered ; many of them 
were killed, and the rest were taken prisoners. These last 
were securely bound with cords, and carried to Acre to be 
given as presents to the pacha.* 

Among the Arabs who had escaped death was a man 
named Hassan. He had been wounded during the fight by a 

* Pronounced paskaw'. 



THE SECOND CLASS BEADEK. 17 

bullet in the arm ; but as his wound was not mortal, the Turks 
placed him upon the back of a camel, and carried him away 
with the others. Hassan was the possessor of a yerj fine 
horse, which also fell into the hands of the conquerors. 

The evening before they expected to reach Acre, the Turks 
and their prisoners were encamped in a hilly country. Hassan 
lay by the side of one of the tents, his feet bound together by 
a leathern thong. Kept awake by the pain of his wound, he 
heard the neighing of his horse, which, as is the custom in the 
East, passed the night in the open air, near the tents, with his 
legs ^tened together, so that he could not move. He recog- 
nized the voice of his &ithful companion, and unable to resist 
the desire to see and caress him once more, he slowly and 
painfully crawled along upon his hands and knees, till he 
reached the spot where the horse stood. 

" My poor friend,** said he, *' what will become of you in the 
hands of the Turks? They will shut you up in dose and un- 
wholesome stables with the horses of a pacha. My wife and 
children will no longer bring you camels' milk to drink, or 
give you barley to eat in the hollow of their hands. You will 
no longer skim over tlie desert with the fleetness of the wind. 
You will no longer bathe iu the refreshing waters of the Jor- 
dan, the foam of which is not whiter than thy silken skin. Go 
back to the tent of thy master. Tell my wife that she will 
never see her husband more ; and lick the hands of my chil- 
dren with your tongue in token of a father's love." 

While thus speaking, Hassan had gnawed away with his 
teeth the thong of goat skin with which the legs of his horse 
were fastened together, and the noble animal stood free. But 
the faithful and intelligent creature, seeing his master wounded 
and motionless at his feet, seemed instinctively to comprehend 
what no language could have communicated to him. He 
stooped his head, and grasping with his teeth the leathern 
^rdle which encircled his master's waist, ran off with him in 
his mouth at full gallop. He thus bore him over many a 
weary league of mountain and plain, until his desert home was 
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reached. Then, gently depositing his beloved master by the 
side of his wondering wife and children, he fell himself, and 
died from exhaustion. 

All the tribe to which Hassan belonged wept over the body 
of the fidthful steed ; and more than one Arab poet has com- 
memorated in song his sagacity and his self-sacrificing de- 
votion. 



Vm. — GREEN RIVER. 

BSTANT. 

[WiUiam CoUaii Biyant ia an American poet, remarkable for the beauty of hia d»-- 
acrlptions, the aocaracy of his language, and hia digni^ of lentlment. He la now 
(1866) a realdent of the city of New York.] 

When breezes are soft and skies are fidr, 
I steal an hour from study and care, 
And hie me away to the woodland scene, 
Where wanders the stream with waters of green. 
As if the bright fringe of herbs on its brink 
Had given their stain to the wave they drink ; 
And they, whose meadows it murmurs through, 
Have named the stream from its own fair hue. 

Yet pure its waters — its shallows are bright 

With colored pebbles and sparkles of light. 

And clear the depths where its eddies play, 

And dimples deepen and whirl away, 

And the plane tree's speckled arms o'ershoot 

The swifter current that mines its root. 

Through whose shifting Ics^ves, as you walk the hill. 

The quivering glimmer of sun and rill 

With a sudden flash on the eye is thrown. 

Like the ray that streams from the diamond stone. 

O, loveliest there the spring days come, 

With blossoms, and birds, and wild bees' hum ; 

The flowers of summer are fairest there. 

And freshest the breath of the summer air ; 
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And sweetest the golden autumn day 

In silence and sunshine glides awaj. 

Yet fair as thou art, thou shunnest to glide. 
Beautiful stream, by the village side, 
But windest away from haunts of men, 
To quiet valley and shaded glen ; 
And forest, and meadow, and slope of hill, 
Around thee, are lonely, lovely, and still. 
Lonely — save when, by thy rippling tides, 
From thicket to thicket the angler glides ; 
Or the simpler* comes, with basket and book, 
For herbs of power on thy banks to look ; 
Or, haply, some idle dreamer, like me, 
To wander, and muse, and gaze on thee. 
Still — save the chirp of birds that feed 
On the river cherry and seedy reed. 
And thy own wild music gushing out 
With mellow murmur or fairy shout. 
From dawn to the blush of another day, 
Like traveller singing along his way. 

That fairy music I never hear. 
Nor gaze on those waters so green ahd clear, 
And mark them winding away from sight, 
Darkened with shade or flashing with light, 
While o'er them the vine to its thicket clings, 
And the zephyr stoops to freshen his wings. 
But I wish that fate had left me free 
To wander these quiet haunts with thee. 
Till the eating cares of earth should depart, 
And the peace of the scene pass into my heart ; . 
And I envy thy stream, as it glides along 
Through its beautiful banks in a trance of song. 

* Simpler, one who gatherR herbs and plants which have healing properties 
in sickness. 

2* 
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IX.— RULES FOR SUCCESS IN BUSINESS. 

ItAXSLt BfAOAzmc 

Select the kind of business that suits your natural inclination 
and temperament. Some men are naturally mechanics ; others 
have a strong aversion to any thing like machinery, because 
they cannot comprehend it. Some men have a speculative 
turn; others are purely practical. Some prefer an active, 
others a sedentary, employment. All should select, if possible, 
those occupations that suit them best 

Let your pledged word ever he sacred. Never promise to 
do a thing without performing it with the most rigid exactness. 
Nothing is more valuable to a man than the reputation of 
being always faithful to his engagements. A strict adherence 
to this rule creates for a man of business a host of faith^I 
friends who are ever ready to stand by him in trying times, 
and help him through difficulties in which the loose and care- 
less find neither sympathy nor aid. 

Whatever you do^ do with all your might. Work at it, if 
necessary, early and late, in season and out of season, not 
leaving a stone unturned, and never defering for a single hour 
that which can just as well be done now. The old proverb is 
full of truth and meaning : " Whatever is worth doing at all is 
worth doing welL'* Many a man acquires a fortune by doing 
his business thoroughly, while his neighbor remains poor for 
life because he only half does his business. Ambition, energy, 
industry, and perseverance are indispensable requisites for suc- 
cess in business. 

Sobriety, Use no intoxicating liquors of any kind. As no 
man can succeed in business unless he has a brain to enable 
him to lay his plans, and reason to guide him in their execu- 
tion, so, no matter how bountifully a man may be blessed with 
intelligence, if his brain be heated, and his judgment warped, by 
intoxicating drinks, it is impossible for him to carry on busi- 
ness successfully. How many opportunities have passed away 
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never to retura, while a man was sipping a ** social glass " with 
a friend ! How man j a foolish bargain has been made under 
the influence of the wine cup ! How many important chances 
have been put off until to-morrow, and then forever, because 
indulgence has thrown the system into a state of lassitude, and 
paralyzed the energies so essential to success in business. The 
use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage is as much an infatu- 
ation as is the smoking of opium by the Chinese ; and the 
former is as destructive to the prosperity of the man of busi- 
ness as the latter. 

Let hope predominate^ hut be not too visionary. Many per- 
sons are always kept poor because they are too visionary. 
Every project looks to them like certain success, and therefore 
they keep changing from one business to another, always in a 
hurry, always under strong excitement The plan of " counting 
the chickens before they are hatched " is an error of ancient 
date, but it does not seem to improve by age. 

Do not scatter your powers. Engage in one kind of busi- 
ness only, and stick to it faithfully until you succeed, or until 
you conclude to abandon it. A constant hammering on one 
nail will generally drive it home at last, so that it can be 
clinched. When a man's undivided attention is centred on 
one object, his mind will continually be suggesting improve- 
ments of value, which would escape him if his thoughts were 
occupied by a dozen different subjects at once. Many a for- 
tune has slipped through men's fingers by engaging in too many 
occupations at the same time. 

Cultivate good manners. We do not mean artificial manners, 
or a hollow, insincere address, which has the form of politeness, 
but not the substance. We mean by good manners that con- 
duct and bearing which is the result of principle, and is founded 
upon respect for the rights of others. A truly well-mannered 
man is he who is courteous to the poor as well as the rich, 
to the humble as well as the powerful, the plain as well as the 
beautiful. The man who will cringe to a wealthy capitalist 
is likely to be a tyrant to his own dependants ; for selfishness is 
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the mainspring of his conduct in both cases. True politeness 
rests upon self^ntrol and self-sacrifice. There are many de- 
partments of business in which a man's temper is sorely tried 
by the unreasonable caprices and thoughtless exactions of his 
customers ; but his spirit must be proof against such trials, if 
he would be successful in his calling. Especially is it the duty 
of every man to treat with courtesy and kindness all those 
who serve him and are dependent upon him. Many a sensi- - 
tive spirit is deeply wounded by a harsh word or an imperious 
tone ; and many devoted and life-long attachments are formed 
by thoughtful and considerate kindness in little things. 



X.— TO THE WEATHERCOCK ON OUR STEEPLK 

A.O.GBEEirE. 

[Hr. Greene Is a lawyer by proftesioii, who has written seTeral pleasing and popular 
ptooei of poetry. He is now (1866) a resident of ProTidencei Rhode Island.] 

The dawn has come, the mom is up. 

Another day begun, 
Ajid there thy poised and gilded spear 

Is flashing in the sun ; 
Upon that steep and lofty tower 

Where thou thy watch hast kept, 
A true and faithful sentinel, 

While all around thee slept 

For years, upon thee there has poured 

The summer's noonday heat. 
And through the long, dark, starless night, 

The winter storms have beat ; * 
But yet thy duty has been done. 

By day and night the same. 

* This word should be beaten^ to be grammatically ooirect ; but such changes 
are permitted in poetry for the sake of the rhyme. 
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Still thou hast met and faced the storm, 
Whichever way it came. 

No chilling blast in wrath lias swept 

Along the distant heaven, 
But thou hast watched its onward course, 

And instant warning given ; 
And when midsummer's sultry beams 

Oppress all living things, 
Thou dost foretell each breeze that comes 

With health upon its wings. 

How ofl I've seen, at early da^vn, 

Or twilight's quiet hour. 
The swallows, in their joyous glee, 

Come dai'ting round thy tower, 
As if with thee to hail the sun, 

And catch his earliest light. 
And offer ye the mom's salute. 

Or bid ye both good night. 

And when around thee, or above. 

No breath of air has stirred. 
Thou seem'st to watch the circling flight 

Of each free, happy bird, 
Till, after twittering round thy head 

In many a mazy track, 
The whole delighted company 

Have settled on thy back. 

Then if, perchance, amidst their mirth, 

A gentle breeze has sprung. 
And prompt to mark its first approach. 

Thy eager form hath swung, 
I've thought I almost heai-d thee say. 

As far aloft they flew, 
" Now all away : here ends our play, 

For I have work to do." 
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Men dander thee, my honest friend. 

And call thee, in their pride, 
An emble^n of their fickleness, 

Thoa ever-faithful guide. 
Each weak, unstable human mind 

A ** weathercock " they caU ; 
And thus, unthinkingly, mankind 

Abuse thee, one and all. 

The/ have no right to make thy name 

A byword for their deeds ; 
They change their friends, their principles, 

Hieir fashions, and their creeds ; 
Whilst thou hast ne'er, like them, been known 

Thus causelessly to range ; 
But when thou changest sides, canst ^ve 

Good reason for the change. 

Through one more dark and cheerless night 

Thou well hast kept thy trust, 
And now in glory o'er thy head 

The morning light has burst. 
And unto earth's true watcher, thus, 

When his dark houi^ have passed. 
Will come " the day-spring from on high," 

To cheer his path at last 

Bright symbol of fidelity, 

StiU may I think of thee ; 
And may the lesson thou dost teach 

Be never lost on me ; 
But still, in sunshine or in storm| 

Whatever task is mine. 
May I be faithful to my trust. 

As thou hast been to thine. 
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XL — AN INDIAN STRATAGEM. 

During the war of the American revolution, a regiment 
of foot soldiers was stationed upon the confines of a boundless 
savanna, in the southern part of the Union. Its particuhur 
office was to guard every avenue of approach to the main 
army. The sentinels, whose posts penetrated into the woods, 
were supplied from the ranks; but they were perpetually 
surprised upon their posts by the Indians, and borne off their 
stations, without communicating any alarm, or being heard of 
afterwards. 

One morning, the sentinels having been stationed as usual 
over night, the guard went at sunrise to relieve a post which 
extended a considerable distance into the wood. The sentinel 
was gone. The surprise was great ; but the circumstance had 
occurred before. They lefl another man, and departed, wish- 
ing him better luck. <* You need not be afraid/' said the man, 
with warmth ; " I shall not desert." 

The sentinels were replaced every four hours, and, at the 
appointed time, the guard again marched to relieve the post 
To their inexpressible astonishment the man was gone. They 
searched round the spot, but no traces of him could be found. 
It was now more necessary than ever that the station should 
not remain unoccupied ; they lefl another man, and returned to 
the guard house. 

The superstition of the soldiers was awakened, and terror 
ran through the regiment. The colonel, being apprised of the 
occurrence, signified his intention to accompany the guard 
when they relieved the sentinel they had left. At the ap- 
pointed time, they all marched together ; and again, to their 
unutterable wonder, they found the post vacant, and the man 
gone. 

Under these circumstances, the colonel hesitated whether he 
should station a whole company on the spot, or whether he 
should again submit the post to a single sentineL Th^ ca^e 
of these repeated disappearances of men, whose oouraga and 
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honesty were never suspected, most be discovered ; and it 
seemed not likely that this discovery could be obtained by 
persisting in the old method. 

Three brave men were now lost to the regiment, and to as- 
sign the post to a fourth seemed nothing less than giving him 
up to destruction. The poor fellow whose turn it was to take 
the station, though a man in other respects of incomparable 
resolution, trembled from head to foot. 

" I must do my duty," said he to the officer ; " I know that ; 
but I should like to lose my life with more credit." ** I will 
leave no man," said the colonel, " against his will." A man 
immediately stepped from the ranks, and desired to take the 
post. Every mouth commended his resolution. 

** I will not be taken alive," said he, " and you shall hear of 
me at the least alarm. At all events, I will ^e my piece if I 
hear the least noise. If a crow chatters, or a leaf falls, you 
shall hear my musket. You may be alarmed when nothing is 
the matter ; but you must take the chance as the condition of 
the discovery." 

The colonel applauded his courage, and told him he would 
be right to fire upon the least noise that he could not satisfac- 
torily explain. His comrades shook hands with him, and left 
him with a melancholy foreboding. The company marched 
back, and waited the event in the guard house. 

An hour had now elapsed, and every ear was upon the rack 
for the discharge of the musket, when, upon a sudden, the re- 
port was heard. The guard immediately marched, accompa- 
nied, as before, by the colonel and some of the most experi- 
enced officers of the regiment. 

As they approached the post, they saw the man advancing 
towards them, dragging another man on the ground by the hair 
of his head. When they came up to him, it appeared to be an 
Indian whom he had shot. An explanation was immediately 
required. 

"I told you,' colonel," said the man, " that I should fire if I 
hoard the least noise. That resolution I took has saved my 
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life. I had not been long at my post when I heard a rustling 
at some short distance ; I looked, and saw a wild hog, such as 
are common m the woods, crawling along tlie ground, and 
seemingly looking for nuts under the trees among the leaves. 

" As these animals are so very common, I ceased to consider 
it seriously, but kept my eyes fixed upon it, and marked its 
progress among the trees : still there was no need to give the 
alarm. It struck me, however, as somewhat singular to see 
this animal making, by a circuitous passage, for a thick grove 
immediately behmd my post. I therefore kept my eye more 
constantly fixed upon it, and, as it was now within a few yards 
of the coppice, I hesitated whether I should fire. 

" My comrades, thought I, will laugh at me for alarming 
them by shooting a pig. I had almost resolved to let it alone, 
when, just as it approached the thicket, I thought I observed it 
give an unusual sprmg. I no longer hesitated: I took my 
aim, discharged my piece, and the animal was immediately 
stretched before me, with a groan which I thought to be that 
of a human creature. 

" I went up to it, and judge my astonishment when I found 
that I had killed an Indian. He had enveloped himself with 
the skin of .one of these wild hogs so artfully and completely, 
his hands and his feet were so entirely concealed in it, and his 
gait and appearance were so exactly correspondent to that of 
the animals, that, imperfectly as they were always seen through 
the trees and bushes, the disguise could not be detected at a 
distance, and scarcely discovered upon the nearest inspection. 
He was armed with a dagger and tomahawk." 

The cause of the disappearance of the other sentinels was 
now apparent. The Indians, sheltered in this disguise, secret- 
ed themselves in the coppice, watched the moment when they 
could throw it off, burst upon the sentinels without previous 
alarm, and, too quick to give them an opportunity i() discharge 
their pieces, either stabbed or scalped them. They then bore 
their bodies away, and concealed them at some distance in the 

leaves. 

3 



28 THE SECOND GLASS BEABEB. 

XIL— THE HERMIT OF NIAGARA FALLS. 

Mbs. Sioouxnbt. 

[Mrs. Lydia II. Sigourney is an American lady, wlio has written a Tariety of works 
in prose and verse. She resided for many years in IlarUbrd, Gonaecticut TUs «z* 
tract is fi-om " Scenes in my Native Land."] 

About fifteen years ago,* in the glow of early summer, a 
young stranger of pleasing countenance and person made his 
appearance at Niagara. It was at first supposed that he might 
be an artist, as a large portfolio, with books and musical instru- 
ments, was observed among his baggage. He was deeply im- 
pressed by the beauty and sublimity of the cataract and its 
surrounding scenery, and expressed his intention of remain- 
ing a week, that he might examine them thoroughly. But the 
fascination which that glorious work of the Creator has for all 
minds of sensibility grew strongly upon him, and he was 
heard to say that six weeks were not enough to become ac- 
quainted with even its most obvious features. 

At the end of that period he was still unable to tear himself 
away, and he determined to ^ build there a tabernacle," that 
he might indulge himself in his love of nature and his love of 
solitude. He reared for himself a commodious place of shelter 
in the immediate vicinity of the falls, and there took up his 
abode. His simple and favorite fare of bread and milk was 
readily procured ; and any other food he required was always 
prepared by his own hands. 

When winter came, a cheerful fire of wood blazed upon his 
hearth ; and by his evening lamp he beguiled the hours by tlie 
reading of books in various languages, and by music. It was 
startling to hear, in such depth of solitude, the long-drawn, 
thrilling tones of the violin, or the softest melodies of the flute, 
or the tinkling notes of the guitar borne from that lowly hut, . 
and mingling with the rush and thunder of the cataract 

Yet, though the world of letters was familiar to him, and 
though he had travelled widely both in his native Europe and 

♦ Written in 1845. 
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in the East, he sought not intercourse with mankind, to unfold 
or increase liis stores of knowledge. Those who heard him 
converse, spoke with admiration of his colloquial powers, his 
command of language, and the eloquence that hung upon his 
lips. But this was a privilege rarely enjoyed by any one ; for 
he studiously avoided society, though there seemed in his na- 
ture nothing Uke moroseness or misanthropy. 

But the chief delight of his existence was communion with 
the mighty Niagara. Here, at eveiy hour of the day or night, 
he might be seen, a devout worshipper. He gazed upon it in 
the gray dawn, while wrapped in its veil of mist ; at high noon 
his spu'it drank the full splendor of its meridian glory ; he 
stood by its side when it was spanned by the lunar bow ; and 
at the solemn hour of midnight, his spirit went up in prayer 
and praise, with the deep voice of its waters. Neither storms 
nor the piercing cold of winter prevented his visits to this 
great temple of his adoration. 

When the frozen mists, settUng upon the lofly trees, turned 
them into columns of crystal, — when every branch and shrub, 
glittering with transparent ice, waved in the sunbeam its coronet 
of diamonds, - — he gazed, unconscious of the keen atmosphere, 
charmed and cliained by the magic of the dazzling scene. In 
time, a beaten track was worn by his feet from his cottage door 
to the cataract. 

He was accustomed to bathe daily in the river below the 
falls. One bright but rather chill day, in the month of June, 
1831, a man employed about the ferry saw him go into the 
water, and a long time after, observed his clothes to be still 
lying upon the bank. 

Apprehension was excited, and inquiry made. The anxiety 
was but too well founded. The poor hermit had indeed taken 
liis last bath. It was supposed that cramp might have been 
brought on by the unusual coldness of the air or the water. The 
body, caught amid the boiUiig eddies of the whirlpool, could 
not be recovered for many days. 

When it was at length rescued from the floods, and borne 
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back to his desolate cottage, his faithful dog was found guard- 
ing the door. Heavily must the long period have worn away, 
while he watched for his only friend, and wondered why he 
delayed his coming. He looked at the approaching group 
suspiciously, and would have opposed their entrance, had not 
a low, stifled wail announced that he recognized the lifeless 
form to be that of his master. 

They laid him upon his bed ; the thick, dripping masses of 
his beautiful hair clinging to and veiling the features lately 
so handsome and expressive. On the pillow was his pet kit- 
ten ; to her, also, the watch for the master had been long and 
wearisome. In his chair lay the guitar, whose music was 
probably the last his ear heard on earth. There were also 
his flute and violin, liis portfolio and books, scattered and 
open, as if recently used. On the spread table was the un- 
tasted meal for noon, which he had prepared for his return 
from that bath which had proved so fatal. It was a touching 
sight — the dead hermit mourned by the dumb animals that 
had loved him, and ready to be laid by stranger hands in a 
foreign grave. 

So died this singular and accomplished being, at the early 
age of twenty-eight. Learned in the languages, and in the 
arts and sciences, improved by extensive travel, gifted with 
personal beauty and a feeling heart, — the motives for his 
solitary life are still enveloped in mystery. It was, however, 
known that lie was a native of England, where his father was 
a clergyman, that he received thence ample remittances for 
his support, and that his name was Francis Abbott. These 
facts had been previously ascertained ; but no written papers 
were found in his dwelling, to throw additional light upon 
the mystery in which his life was involved ; why he should 
choose to withdraw from society, which lie was so well fitted to 
benefit and adorn, must ever remain unexplained. 

We visited, in the summer of 1844, the deserted abode of 
the hermit. It was partially ruinous ; but we traced out its 
different compartments, and the hearthstone where his winter 
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evenings were passed amid books and music, his faithful dog 
at his feet, and his kitten on his knee. 

At our entrance, a pair of nesting birds flew forth in alarm. 
Methought they were fitting representatives of that gentle 
spirit which would not have disturbed their callow young, or 
harmed the trusting sparrow. If that spirit had endured aught 
from man which it could not forget or reveal, — if the fine 
balance of the mind had been broken by the pressure laid 
upon it, — we would stand upon the sufferer's grave, not to 
condemn, but to pity. 

Xin. — COUSIN DEBORAH'S LEGACY. 

Ghahbibs'b Joubztal. 

Cousin Deborah was an old, unmarried lady, who had no 
other property than a moderate life annuity. The ftmiture of 
her house was faded and antique ; the linen was well darned ; the 
plate was scanty, and worn thin with use and frequent scouring ; 
the books were few and in no very good condition. She had 
no jewels or trinkets ; her days were passed in a dreary state 
of tranquillity, stitching, stitching, stitching, forever, with her 
beloved huge work box at her elbow. I%at wanted nothing ; 
for it was abundantly fitted up with worsted, cotton, tape, but- 
tons, bodkins, needles, and such a multiplicity of reels and balls 
that to enumerate them would be a tedious task. 

Cousin Deborah particularly prided herself on her darning ; 
carpets, house linen, stockings, all bore unimpeachable testimony 
to this branch of industry. Holes and thin places were hailed 
with delight by her ; and it was whispered — but that might be 
a mere matter of scandal — that she even went so far as to cut 
holes in her best table cloths for the purpose of exercising her 
skill and ingenuity in repairing the fractures. Be that as it 
may, the work box was as much a companion to her as dogs or 
cats are to many other single ladies. She was lost without it : her 
conversation always turned on the subject of thread papers and 
needle cases ; and never was darning cotton more scientifically 
3* 
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rolled into neat balls, than by the taper fingers of Cousin 
Deborah. 

The contents of that wonderful work box would have fur- 
nished a small shop. As a child, I always regarded it with a 
species of awe and veneration ; and without daring to lay a 
finger on the treasures it contained, my prying eyes greedily 
devoured its mysteries, when the raised edge revealed its moun- 
tains of cotton and forests of pins and needles. And I have 
no doubt that Cousin Deborah first regarded me with favor in 
consequence of being asked by my mother to give me a lesson 
in darning — a most necessary accomplishment in our family, 
as I was the eldest of many brothers and sisters ; and, though 
very happy among ourselves, the circumstances of our dear 
parents rendered the strictest industry and frugality absolutely 
indispensable in order to make " both ends meet" 

She was proud of me, on the whole, as a pupil, though she 
sometimes had occasion to reprove me for idleness and skipping 
stitches ; and between us, it is impossible to say how many 
pairs of stockings we made whole in the course of the year. 
We resided near our cousin Deborah ; and many a time I was 
invited to take tea with her, and bring my work bag in my 
hand, as a matter of course, and to sit with her for long hours 
without speaking, intent on our needles, the silence unbroken 
save by the ticking of the eight day clock. 

I sometimes found it very dull work, I confess. Not so Cou- 
sin Deborah. She needed no other society than that of her work 
box ; and I do not believe she loved any human being so well« 
Her whole heart was in it ; and the attachment she evidenced to- 
wards me, as time went on, was fostered and encouraged by our 
mutual zeal in performing tasks of needle work. Not that I 
shared in her devotion : 7 was actuated by a sense of duty alone, 
and would far rather, could I have done so conscientiously, have 
been dancing and laughing with companions of my own age. 
But ply the needle I did, and so did Cousin Deborah ; and we 
two became, with the huge old work box between us, quite a 
pair of loving friends; and at least two evenings in every 
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week I went to sit with the lone woman. She would have 
had me do so every evening ; but, thouj^h there were so many 
of us at home, our parents could not bear to spare any of us 
out of their sight oftener than they deemed indispensable. 

At length Cousin Deborah's quiet and blameless life came 
to an end. Having shut her work box, locked it, and put the 
key in a sealed packet, she turned her face to the wall, and 
fell asleep. 

When her will was opened, it was found that she had left 
her books, furniture, and plate to a family that stood in the 
same relationsliip to her as we did, but who were in much 
more prosperous circumstances than we. To me she devised 
the huge old work box, with all its contents, "in token of the 
high esteem and affection with which I was regaixled ^ by the 
deceased. I was to inherit the well-stored work box, only on 
condition that it was to be daily used by me in preference to all 
others. " Every ball of darning cotton, as it diminishes, shall 
bring its blessing," said Cousin Deborah ; " for Ada Benwell " 
(that was my name) "is a good girl, and has darned more holes 
in the stockings of her little brothers and sisters than any 
other girl of her age. Therefore I particularly commend the 
balls of darning cotton to her notice ; and I particularly recom- 
mend her to use them up as soon as she can, and she will meet 
with her rewai'd in due season." 

My mother was a little disappointed at the contents of our 
kinswoman's will, and expressed her displeasure in a few 
sharp remarks, for which my father gently reproved her. The 
subject of the legacies was never again discussed by us. The 
work box was in constant requisition at my side, and the balls 
of darning cotton rapidly diminished. One day, as I was sit- 
ting beside my mother busy with my needle, she remarked, 
*' You have followed our poor cousin's directions, my dear Ada. 
She particularly recommended you to use up the balls of 
darning cotton as soon as possible ; and look, there is one just 
done." . 

As my mother spoke, I unrolled a long needleful, and came 
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to the end of that ball A piece of paper fell to the ground, 
which had been the nucleus on whicli the ball was formed. I 
8tuo{)ed to pick it up, and was just about throwing it into the 
tire, when it caught my mother's eye, and she stretched out her 
hand and seized it In a moment she unfolded it before our 
astonished gaze : it was a bank note of fifty pounds. 

'* O, dear, misjudged Cousin Deborah ! *' she exclaimed ; 
" this is our Ada's reward in due season. It's just like her — 
kind, queer old soul 1 " 

We were not long in using up all the other balls of darning 
cotton in tliat marvellous work box ; and such a reward as 
I found for my industry sure never was met with before or 
since. Truly, it was a fairy box, and my needle the fairy's 
wand. 

No less than ten fifty pound notes were thus brought to 
light ; and my father laughingly declai*ed I liad wrought my 
own dower with my needle. No persuasions could induce him 
to appropriate the treasure ; he said it was my " reward,** 
and belonged to me alone. 



XIV.— THE WRECK. 

Mrs. Hemans. 

fPelicia Dorothea Ilemans was born in Liverpool, England, September 25, 1794, and 
died May 12, 1835. Her poetry is remarlcablo for purity and delicacy of feeling, and" 
a fine sense of the beauty of nature.] 

All night the booming* minute gun 

Had pealed along the deep, 
And mournfully the rising sun 

Looked o*er the tide-worn steep. 
A bark from India's coral strand, 

Before the i*aging blast, 
Had veiled her topsails to the sand, 

And bowed her noble mast. 

♦ Boominf/, heavily sounding or swelling. 
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The queenly ship ! — brave hearts had fttriyen. 

And true ones died with her— - 
"We saw her mighty cable riven. 

Like floating gossamer. 
We saw her proud flag struck that mom, 

A star once o*er the seas — 
Her anchor gone, her deck uptom, 

And sadder things than these. 

We saw her treasures cast away— » 

The rocks with pearls were sown, 
And strangely sad, the ruby's ray 

Flashed out o'er fretted ♦ stone ; 
And gold was strewn the wet sands o'er 

Like ashes by a breeze — 
And gorgeous robes — but O, that shore 

Had sadder things than these ! 

We saw tfie strong man still and low, 

A crushed reed thrown aside — 
Yet, by that rigid lip and brow. 

Not without strife he died. 
And near him on the sea weed lay — 

Till then we had not wept. 
But well our gushing hearts might say, 

That there a mother slept ! 

For her pale arms a babe had pressed. 

With such a wreatliing grasp, 
Billows had dashed o'er that fond breast, 

Yet not undone the clasp. 
Her very tresses had been flung 

To wrap the fair child's form. 
Where still their wet long streamers dun^ 

All tangled by the storm. 

• Fretted t corroded or worn by the action ©^ water. 
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And beautiful, *midst that wild scene, 

Gleamed up the boy^s dead face. 
Like slumber's trustingly serene, 

In melancholy grace. 
Deep in her bosom lay his head. 

With half-«hut violet eye — 
He had known little of her dread, 

Nought of her agony. 

O, human love, whose yearning heart, 

Through all things vainly true, 
So stamps upon thy mortal part 

Its passionate adieu — 
Surely thou hast another lot ; 

There is some home for thee, 
"Where thou shalt rest, remembeiing not 

The moaning of the sea. 



XV.— A GOOD INVESTMENT. 

Frzeicw Hunt. 

[Freeman Hunt ts the editor of the Merchant's Magazine, an excellent periodical, 
puhliahed in New York, devoted to the interests of commerce.] 

" Can you lend me two thousand dollars to establish myself 
in a small retail business ? " inquired a young man not yet out 
of his teens, of a middle-aged gentleman, who was poring over 
his leger in the counting room of one of the largest establish- 
ments in Boston. The person addressed turned towards the 
speaker, and regarding Iiim for a moment with a look of sur- 
prise, inquired, — 

" What security can you give me, Mr. Strosser ? " 

" Nothing but my note," replied the young man promptly. 

" Which I fear would be below par in market," replied the 
merchant, smiling. 
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" Perhaps so," said the young man ; " but, Mr. Barton, re- 
member that the boy is not the man ; the time may come when 
Hiram Strosser's note will be as readily accepted as that of 
any other man." 

" True, very true," replied Mr. Barton, mildly ; " but you 
know business men seldom lend money without adequate secu- 
rity ; otherwise they might soon be reduced to penury." 

At this remark the young man's countenance became very 
pale, and, having observed a silence of several moments, he 
inquired, in a voice whose tones indicated his deep disappoint- 
ment, — 

" Then you cannot accommodate me — can you ? " 

" Call upon me to-morrow, and I will give you a reply," 
said Mr. Barton ; and the young man retired. 

Mr. Barton resumed his labors at the desk ; but his mind was 
so much upon the boy and his singular errand, that he could 
not pursue his task with any correctness ; and, after having 
made several sad blunders, he closed the leger, and took his 
hat, and went out upon the street. Arriving opposite the store 
of a wealthy merchant upon Milk Street, he entered the door. 

"Good morning, Mr. Hawley," said he, approaching the 
proprietor of the establishment, who was 'seated at his desk, 
counting over the profits of the week. 

" Good morning," replied the merchant, blandly. " Happy 
to see you. Have a seat ? Any news ? How's trade ? " 

Without noticing these interrogations, Mr. Barton said, — 

"Young Strosser is desirous of establishing himself in a 
small retail business in Washington Street, and called this 
morning to secure of me a loan of two thousand dollars for 
that purpose." 

" Indeed ! " exclaimed Mr. Hawley, evidently surprised at 
this announcement; "but you do not think of lending that 
sum — do you ? " 

" I do not know," replied Mr. Barton. " Mr. Strosser is a 
young man of business talent and strict integrity, and will be 
likely to succeed in whatever he undertakes." 
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« Perhaps so," repKed Mr. Hawley, doubtfully ;« but I am 
heartily tired of helping to establish these young aspirants for 
commercial honors." 

" Have you ever suffered &am such a course ? " inquired 
Mr. Barton, at the same time casting a roguish glance at Mr. 
Hawley. 

" No," replied the latter, « for I never felt inclined to make 
an investment of that kind.** 

" Then here is a fine opportunity to do so. It may prove 
better than stock in the bank. As for myself, I have con- 
cluded that, if you will advance him one thousand dollars, I 
will contribute an equal sum." 

" Not a single ^uthing would I advance for such a purpose ; 
and if you make an investment of that kindj I shall consider 
you very foolish." 

Mr. Barton was silent for several minutes, and then arose 
to depart 

"If you do not feel disposed to share with me in this enter- 
prise, I shall advance the whole sum myself." 

Saying which, he left the store. 

«««««« 

Ten years have passed away since the occurrence of the 
conversation recorded in the preceding dialogue, and Mr. 
Barton, pale and agitated, is standing at the same desk as 
when first introduced to the reader's attention. As page after 
page of his ponderous leger was examined, his despair became 
deeper and deeper, till at last he exclaimed, — 

" I am ruined — utterly ruined ! " 

"How so?" inquired Hiram Strosser, who entered the 
counting room in season to hear Mr. Barton's remark. 

" The last European steamer brought news of the failure of 
the house of Perleh, Jackson, & Co., London, who are indebted 
to me in the sum of nearly two hundred thousand dollars. 
News of the failure has become general, and my creditors, 
panic-stricken, are pressing for payment of their demands. 
The banks refuse me credit, and I have not the means to meet 
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my liabi&ties. If I could pass this crisis, perhaps I ooald rallj 
again; but it is impossible; my creditors are importunate^ 
and I cannot much longer keep above the tide/' replied 
Mr. Barton. 

" What is the extent of your liabilities ? " inquired Strosser. 

" Seventy-five thousand dollars," replied Mr. Barton. 

** Would that sum be sufficient to relieve you ? "* 

« It would." 

" Then, sir, you shall have it," said Strosser, as he stepped 
up to the desk, and drew a check for twenty thousand dollars. 
^ Here, take tliis, and when you need more, do not hesitate to 
call upon me. Remember tliat it was from you I received 
money to establish myself in business." 

** But that debt was cancelled several years ago," replied 
Mr. Barton, as a ray of hope shot across his troubled mind. 

" True," replied Strosser, " but the debt of gratitude that I 
owe has never been cancelled; and now that the scale is 
turned, I deem it my duty to come up to the rescue." 

At this singular turn in the tide of fortune, Mr. Barton fairly 
wept for joy. 

Every claim against him was paid as soon as presented, and 
in less than a month he had passed the crisis, and stood per- 
fectly safe and secure ; his credit increased and his business 
improved, whOe several otJiers sank under the blow, and could 
not rally, among whom was Mr. Hawley, alluded to at the 
commencement of this article. 

" How did you manage to keep above the tide? " inquired 
Mr. Hawley of Mr. Barton, one morning, several months afler 
the events last recorded, as he met the latter upon the street, 
on his way to his place of business. 

" Very easily, indeed, I can assure you," replied Mr. Barton. 

" Well, do tell me how," continued Mr. Hawley ; " I lay 
claim to a good degree of shrewdness, but the strongest exercise 
of my wits did not save me ; and yet you, whose liabilities 
were twice as heavy as my own, liave stood the shock, and 
liave come off even bettered by the stona*" 
4 



40 THE SECOND CLASS READER. 

•The truth b," replied Mr. Barton, "I cashed my paper as 
soon as it was sent in." 

** I suppose so," said Mr. Hawley, regarding ^Ir. B. with a 
look of surprise ; " but how did you obtain the funds ? As for 
my part, I could not obtain a dollar's credit : the banks refused 
to take my paper, and my friends even deserted me." 

" A little investment that I made some ten years ago," re- 
plied Mr. Barton, smiling, "has recently proved exceedingly 
profitable." 

" Investment ! " echoed "Mr. Hawley — " what investment ? " 

"Why, do you not remember how I established young 
Strosser in business some ten years ago ? " 

" O, yes, yes," replied Mr. Hawley, as a ray of suspicion 
lighted up his countenance ; ^^ but what of that ? " 

" He is now one of the lai'gest dry goods dealers in the 
dty, and when this calamity came on, he came forward, and 
veiy generously advanced me seventy-five thousand dollars. 
You know I told you, on the morning I called to offer you an 
equal share of the stock, that it might prove better than an in- 
vestment in the bank." 

During this announcement, Mr. Hawley's eyes were bent 
intently upon the gi-ound, and, drawing a deep sigh, he moved 
on, dejected and sad, while Mr. Barton returned to his. place 
of business, with his mind cheered and animated by thoughts 
of his singular investment. 



XVI.— THE LAKE OF THE DISMAL SWAJ^IP. 

MOORZ. 

[TbomM Moore was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1779, and died in 1852. He was a 
Tery brilliant lyric poet and song writer. In the latter part of his life he wrote many 
prose works. When a very young man, he visited America, and the following poem 
was one of the results of that visit. The subjoined introduction was by the author. 

"They tell of a young man, who lost his mind upon the death of a girl he lored, 
and who, suddenly disappearing from his friends, was never afterwards heard of. As 
ho had frequently said, in his ravings, that the girl was not dead, but gone to the 
Dismal Swamp, it is supposed he had wandered into that dreary wilderness, and had 
died of banger, or been lost in some of its dreadful man88e«.''J 
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** Thet made her a grave too cold and damp 

For a soul so warm and true ; 
And she's gone to the Lake of the Dismal Swamp, 
Where, all night long, hy a fireflj lamp. 

She paddles her white canoe. 

And her firefly lamp I soon shall see. 

And her paddle I soon shall hear ; 
Long aiid loving our life shall be, 
And rU hide the maid in a cypress tree, 

When the footstep of Death is near.** 

Away to the Dismal Swamp he speeds ; 

His path was rugged and sore — 
Through tangled juniper, beds of reeds. 
Through many a fen where the serpent feeds, 

And man never trod before. 

And when on the earth he sank to sleep, 

If slumber his eyelids knew, 
He lay where the deadly vine doth weep 
Its venomous tear, and nightly steep 

The flesh with blistering dew. 

And near him the she wolf stirred the brake. 
And the copper snake breathed in his ear ; 

Till, starting, he cried, from his dream awake, 

** O, when shaU I see the dusky lake, 
And the white canoe of my dear ? ** 

He saw the lake, and a meteor bright 

Quick over its surface played ; 
^ Welcome," he said, " my dear one's light,** 
And the dim shore echoed, for many a night, 

The name of the death-cold maid. 
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Till he hollowed a boat of the bifdien bark, 
Which carried him off frcym shore ; 

Far, far he followed the meteor spark ; 

The wind was high, and the clouds were dark. 
And the boat returned no more. 

But oft, from the Indian hunter's camp, 

Tliis lover and maid so true 
Are seen, at the hour of midnight damp, 
To cross the lake by a firefly lamp, 

And paddle their white canoe. 



XVn. — A VISIT TO THE \1LLAGE OF BROEK.* 

Wasuinovoh Ihvinq. 

[Washington Irving, tlie most popalar of American writers, has for some years past 
resided on the banks of the Hudson River, aboat twenty-five miles from New York. The 
following extract is from his Wolferf s Roost> a collection of tales, essays^ uid sketches^ 
which originally appeared in the Knickerbocker Magazine.] 

The Tillage of Broek is ahout four miles from Amsterdam, 
in the midst of the greenest and richest pastures of Holland 
— I may say of Europe. These pastures are the source of 
its wealth ; for it is famous for its dairies, and for those oval 
cheeses which regale and peifume the whole civilieed world. 
The population consists of about six hundred persons, compris- 
ing several ^Eonilies which have inhabited the place since time 
immemorial, and have waxed rich on Uie produce of their 
meadows. They keep all their wealth to themselves ; inter- 
marrying, and holding strangers at a wary distance. 

What, however, renders Broek so perfect a paradise in the 
eyes of all true Hollanders is the matchless height to which 
the spirit of cleanliness is carried there. It amounts almost to 
a religion amOB^ the inhabitants, who pass the greater part of 
their time in rubbing, and painting, and varnishing. Each 

* Pronounced Bro<^ 
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housewife vies with her neighbor in her devotion to the scrub- 
bing brosli ; and it is said that a notable housewife of the place, 
in -days of yore, is stiU held in pious remembrance, for having 
died of pure exhaustion and chagrin in an ineffectual attempt 
to scour a black man white. 

These particulars awakened my ardent curiosity to see a 
place which I pictured to myself the very fountain head of 
certain hereditary habits and customs prevalent among the de- 
scendants of the original Dutch settlei*s of my native state of 
New York. I accordingly lost no time in performing a [Mlgiim- 
age to }3roek. 

Before I reached the place, I beheld symptoms of the tran- 
quil character of its inhabitants. A little clump-built boat was 
in full sail along the lazy bosom of a canal, but its sail con- 
sisted of the blades of two paddles standing on end, while the 
navigator sat steering with a third paddle in the stem, crouched 
down like a toad, with a slouched hat drawn over his eyes. 
After proceeding a little farther, I came in sight of the harbor, 
or port of destination, of this drowsy navigator. This was an 
artificial basin, or sheet of olive-green water, tranquil as a mill 
pond. On this the village of Broek is situated ; and the bor- 
ders are laboriously decorated with flower beds, box trees 
clipped into all kinds of ingenious shapes and fancies, and little 
pleasure houses, or pavilions. I alighted outside of the vDlage, 
for no horse or vehicle is permitted to enter its precincts. Shak- 
ing the dust off my feet, therefore, I prepared to ent^r, with due 
reverence and circumspection, this shrine of Dutch cleanliness. 
1 passed in by a narrow street, paved with yellow bricks, laid 
edgewise, and so clean that one might eat from them. Indeed, 
they were actually worn deep, not by the tread of feet, but by 
the friction of the scrubbing brush. 

The houses were built of wood, and all appeared to have 
been freshly painted, of green, yellow, and other bright colors. 
They were separated from each other by gardens and orchards, 
and stood at some little distance from the street, with wide 
areas, or court yards, paved in mosaic with variegated stones, 
4* 
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polished by frequcQt rubbing. The areas were divided from 
the street by curiously wrought railings, or balustrades of iron, 
surmounted with bmss and copper balls, scoured into dazzling 
effulgence. 

The very trunks of the trees in front of the houses were by 
the same process made to look as if they had been varnished- 
The porches, doors, and window frames of the houses were of 
exotic woods, curiously cai'ved, and polished like costly fumi' 
ture. The front doors are never opened, except for christen- 
ings, marriages, or funerals ; on all ordinary occasions, visitors 
enter by the back door. In former times, persons when ad- 
mitted had to put on slippers ; but this Oriental custom is no 
longer insisted upon. 

I walked about the place in mute wonder and admiration. 
A dead stillness prevailed around, like that in the deserted 
streets of Pompeii. No sign of hfe was to be seen, except now 
and then a hand, and a long pipe, and an occasional puff of 
smoke, out of the window of some pleasure house overhanging 
a miniature canal; and on approaching nearer, the portly 
presence of some substantial burgher. 

After having been conducted from one wonder to another of 
the village, I was ushered by my guide into the grounds and 
gardens of Mynheer* Broekker, a mighty cheese manufacturer, 
of large fortune. I had repeatedly been struck with the simi- 
larity of all I had seen in this amphibious httle village to the 
buildings and landscapes on Chinese plates and teapots ; but 
here I found the resemblance complete, for I was told these 
gardens were modelled after a Dutch traveller's description of 
those of a Chinese mandarin. Here were serpentine walks, 
with trellised borders ; winding canals, with fanciful Chinese 
bridges; flower beds resembling huge baskets, with flowers 
fisJling over to the ground. 

But the owner's fancy had been chiefly displayed about a 
stagnant little lake, on which a corpulent pinnace lay at anchor. 
On the border was a cottage, within which were a wooden man 

* Mynheer, the Dutch word for Mister* 
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and woman seated at a table, and a wooden dog beneath, all 
the size of life : on pressing a spring, the woman commenced 
spinning, and the dog barked furiously. On the lake were 
wooden swans, painted to the life ; some floating, others on the 
nest among the rushes, while a wooden sportsman, crouched 
among the bushes, was preparing his gun to take deadly aim. 

In another part of the garden was a dominie * in his cler- 
ical robes, with wig, pipe, and cocked hat ; and mandarins with 
nodding heads, amid red lions, green tigers, and blue hares. 
Last of all, the heathen deities, in wood and plaster, male and 
female, seeming to stare with wonder at finding themselves in 
such strange company. 

To attempt to gain admission to any of these stately abodes 
was out of the question. I was fortunate enough, however, 
through the aid of my guide, to make my way into the kitchen 
of one of them ; and I question whether the parlor would have 
proved more worthy of observation. The cook, a little wiry 
woman, worn thin by incessant action and friction, was bustling 
about among her saucepans and kettles, with the scullion at her 
heels, both clattering in wooden shoes, which were as clean 
and white as the milk-pails ; rows of vessels, of brass and cop- 
per, regiments of pewter dishes and portly porringers, gave re- 
splendent evidence of the intensity of their cleanliness. The 
very trammels and hangers in the fireplace were highly 
scoured, and the burnished face of the good St Nicholas shone 
forth from the iron plate of the chimney back. 

I must not omit to mention that this village is the paradise 
of cows as well as of men ; indeed, you would almost suppose 
the cow to be an object of worship here ; and well does she 
merit it, for she is in fact the patroness of the place. The 
same scrupulous cleanness, however, which pervades every 
thing else, is manifested in the treatment of this venerated ani- 
maL She is not permitted to roam about the place ; but in 

* Dominte^ a title given to a clergyman among the descendants of the 
Dutch in New York. 
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winter, when she forsakes the rich pasture, a well-biult house 
is provided for her, well painted, and maintained in the most 
perfect order. Her stall is of ample dimensions ; the floor is 
scrabbed and polished; and her hide is daily curried and 
brushed, and sponged to her heartf s oontent. 



XVm.— THE HEAVENLY BODIES. 



TJowph Addiwn, a iiati?» of Xm^buid, bora 1072; died I7I9, ww UgK^ dtatiB- 
giililied M a writer ai profle. His poetry was popolar in bis own age, bat is not now 
mneh read, with the exception of two or three of his hymns, which hare mocb merit 
both In sentioiflBt and ezpressioo.} 

The spadons finnament on high. 

With all the blue, ethereal ekj. 

And spangled heavens, a shining &ame^ 

Their great Original proclaim. 

Th' unwearied sun, from day to day» 

Does his Creator^s power display. 

And publishes to every land 

The work of an abni^ty hand* 

Soon as the evening shades prevail 
The mooa takes up the wcmdrcMis ttde^ 
And nightly to the listening earth 
Bepeats the story of her birth ; 
While all the stars that round her bunv 
And aU the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll. 
And spread the truth from pole to pole* 

What though in solemn silence all. 
Move round the dark, terrestrial ball ? 
What though nor real voice nor sound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ? 
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In reason's ear they aH rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 
Forever singing, as thej shine, 
^ The hand that made us is divine."* 



XIX.— THE FLYING FISH.* 

MOOAK. 

When I have seen thy snow-white wing 
From the blue wave at evening spring, 
And show those scales of silvery white 
So gayly to the eye of light, 
As if thy frame were formed to rise 
And live amid the glorious skies, 
O, it has made me proudly feel 
How like thy wing's impatient zeal 
Is the pure soul that rests not, pent 
Within this world's gross element, 
But takes the wing that God has given, 
And rises into light and heaven. 

But when I see that wing, so bright, 
Grow languid with a moment's flighty 
Attempt the paths of air in vain, 
And sink into the waves again, 
Alas ! the flattering pride is o'er ; 
Like thee, a while, the soul may soar, 
But erring man must blush to think 
Like thee again the soul must sink. 

* Certain species of fish are enabled to throw themselves out of the water, 
and rise into the air, by a wing-like action of the fins. But this power is very 
limited. They cannot remain in the air more than thirty seconds, or fiy 
more than two hundred yards. 
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O Tirtae, when thj clime I seek, 
Let not my spirit's flight be weak ; 
Let me not^ like this feeble thing, 
With brine still dropping from its wing, 
Just sparkle in the solar glow. 
And plunge into the depths below ; 
But, when I leave the grosser throng 
With whom my soul hath dwelt so long, 
Let me, in that aspiring daj, 
Cast everj lingering stain awaj, 
And, panting for thy purer air. 
Fly up at once, and fix me there. 



XX.-.AN ADVENTURE WITH A BEAR 

y Matioe Bbd. 

[Captain Mayne Reid is a natiTa of Ireland, who has Ured mnch in North and Sonfh 
America, and is familiar with the scenery, animals, and vegetable productions of both 
countries. He has written a number of works, deecriptiTe of prairie and fixrest USd, 
which are great and deserved favorites with young people. 

The following extract is from the Boy Hunters, a book which narrates the adventures 
of three brothers, Basil, Lucien, and Frauds, sons of a retired French officer living in 
Louisiana, in an expedition to the western part of North America, in search of the 
skin of a white bufhlo, which their &ther wished to procure for a friend in Europe. 
After many hardships and dangers they succeed in the object of their quest, and re> 
turn in safety. They are all represented as quite young, Basil, the eldest, being only 
seventeen years old.] 

The three brothers slept on the ground, within a few feet 
of one another. They were under a large, spreading tree, and, 
wrapped in their blankets, had been sleeping soundly through 
the night. Day was just beginning to break, when something 
touched Francis on the forehead. It was a cold, clammy ob- 
ject, and pressing upon his hot skin, woke him at once. He 
started as if a pin had been thrust into him, and the cry which 
he uttered awoke his companions also. When his eyes were 
fairly open, he caught a glimpse of two animals running off at 
a distance. 
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They were about die size of wolves, but appeared to be 
quite black, and not like wolves at all. What could they be ? 
They had suddenly passed into a darker aisle among the trees, 
and the boys had only caught a glimpse of them as they went 
in. They could still distinguish their two bodies in the shade, 
but nothing more. 

They remained in this position, straining their eyes up the 
gloomy alley after the two black objects, that had stopped 
about fifty yards distant All at once, the form of a man rose 
up before them, and directly in front of the animals. Instead 
of retreating from the latter, as the boys expected, the upright 
figure stood stilL To their further astonishment, the two ani- 
mals ran up to it, and appeared to leap against it, as if making 
an attack upon it But this could not be, since the figure did 
not move ft^m its place, as one would have done who had been 
attacked : on the contrary, after a while it stooped down, and 
appeared to be caressing them. 

The three mysterious creatures continued to remain near the 
same spot, and about fifty yards from the boys. But they did 
not remain motionless. The two smaller ones ran over the 
ground, now separating from the upright figure, and then re- 
turning again, and appearing to caress it as before. The lat- 
ter now and then stooped as if to receive their caresses, and 
would then rise into an upright position, and remain motionless 
as before. AU this went on in perfect silence. 

There was something mysterious, awe-inspiring, in these 
movements ; and our young hunters observed them not with- 
out feelings of terror. They were both puzzled and awed. 
They talked in whispers, giving their counsels to each other. 
Should they creep to their horses, mount, and ride off? That 
would be of no use ; for if what they saw was an Indian, 
there were, no doubt, others near, and they could easily track 
and overtake them. 

They felt certain that the strange creatures knew they were 
there ; for indeed their horses, some thirty yards off, could be 
plainly heard stamping the ground and cropping the grass. 
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Moreover, one of the two animals had tonched and smelt 
Francis ; so there could be no mistake about its being aware 
of their presence. It would be idle, therefore, to attempt get- 
ting off unawares. 

What then ? Should they climb into a tree ? That, thought 
they, would be of just as little use ; and they gave up the idea. 
They resolved, at length, to remain where thej were, until 
they should either be assailed by their mysterious neighbors^ 
or the clearer light might enable them to make out who and 
what they were. 

As it grew clearer, however, their awe was not diminished ; 
for they now saw that the upright figure had two thick, strong-, 
looking arms, which it held out horizontally, using them in a 
singular manner. Its color, too, appeared redotish, while that 
of the small animals was deep black. Had they been in the 
forests of Africa, or in South America, they would have taken 
the larger figure for that of a gigantic ape. As it was, they 
knew it could not be that. 

The light suddenly became brighter, a cloud having passed 
off the eastern sky. Objects could be seen more distinctly ; 
and then the mystery that had so long held the young hunters 
in torturing suspense was solved. The large animal reared 
up, and stood with its side towards them ; and its long, pointed 
snout, its short, erect ears, its thick body and shaggy coat of 
hair, showed that it was no Indian, or human creature of any 
sort, but a huge bear standing upright on its hams. 

" A she bear and her cubs ! " exclaimed Francis ; " but see ! " 
he continued, " she is red, while the cubs are jet black." 

Basil did not stop for any observation of that kind. He 
had sprung to his feet, and levelled his rifle, the mc»nent he 
saw what the animal was. 

" For your life, do not fire ! " cried Lucien; **it may be a 
grisly bear." 

His advice came too late. The crack of Basil's rifle was 
heard ; and the bear, dropping upon all fours, danced over the 
ground, shaking her head and snorting furiously. The light had 
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deceived Basil ; and instead of hitting her in the head, as he had 
intended, his hullet glanced from her snout, doing her but lit- 
tle harm. Now, the snout of a bear is its most precious and 
tender organ ; and a blow upon that will rouse even the most 
timid species of them to fiiiy. So it was with this one. She 
saw whence the shot came ; and as soon as she had given her 
head a few shakes, she came in a shuffling gallop towards the 
boys. 

Basil now saw how rashlj he had acted ; but there was no 
time for expressing regrets. There was not even time to get 
to their horses. Before they could reach there and unfasten 
them, the bear would overtake them ; and some one of them 
would become a victim. 

" Take to the trees ! ** shouted Lucien ;" if it be a grisly 
bear, she cannot climb." As Lucien said this, he levelled his 
short rifle, and lured at the advancing animal. The bullet 
seemed to strike her on the flank, as she turned with a growl 
and bit the part. This delayed her for a moment, and allowed 
Lucien time to swing himself into a tree. Basil had thrown 
away his rifle, not having time to reload. Francis, when he 
saw the great monster so near^ dropped his gun without firing. 



XXL — THE SAME, CONCLUDED. 

All three, in their haste, climbed separate trees. It was 
a grove of white oaks ; and these trees have usually great 
limbs growing low down and spreading out horizontally. 
These limbs are oilen as many feet in length as the tree itself 
is in height 

It was upon these that they had climbed, Basil having taken 
to that one under which they had slept, and which was much 
larger than the others around. At the foot of this tree the 
bear stopped. The robes and blankets drew her attention for 
the moment She toased th^oi over with her great pawi^ and 
5 
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then left them, and walked round the trunk, looking upwards, 
at mtervals uttermg loud sniffs, that sounded like the escape of 
a steam pipe. 

By this time, Basil had reached the third or fourth branch 
from the ground. He might have gone much higher ; but from 
what Lucien had suggested, he believed the animal to be a 
grisly bear. Her color, which was a dark-brown, confirmed 
him in that belief, as he knew that grisly bears are met with of 
a great ▼ariety of colors. He had nothing to fear, then, even 
on the lowest branch, and he thought it was no use going 
higher. So he stopped and looked down. 

He had a good view of the animal below ; and to his con- 
sternation, he saw at a glance that it was not a grisly, but a 
different species. Her shape, as weU as general appearance, 
convinced him it was the " cinnamon " bear, a variety of the 
black, and one of the best tree climbers of the kind. This 
was soon put beyond dispute, as Basil saw the animal throw 
her great paws around the trunk, and commence crawling 
upward. 

It was a fearful moment Lucien and Francis both leaped 
back to the ground, uttering shouts of warning and despair. 
Francis picked up his gun, and without hesitating a moment, 
ran to the foot of the tree, and fired both barrels into the hips 
of the bear. The small shot could hardly have penetrated 
her thick, shaggy hide. It only served to irritate her afresh, 
causing her to growl fiercely ; and she paused for some mo- 
ments, as if considering whether she should descend and pun- 
ish the enemy in the rear, or keep t)n after BasiL The rattling 
of the latter among the branches above decided her, and on 
she crawled upwards. 

Basil was almost as active among the branches of a tree as 
a monkey or a squirreL When about sixty feet from the 
ground, he crawled out upon a long limb that grew horizon- 
tally. He chose this one because he saw another growing 
above it, which, he thought^ he might reach as soon as the bear 
followed him out upon the first, and by this means get back to 
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the main trunk before tlie bear, and down to the ground 
again. 

After getting out upon the limb, however, he saw that he 
had miscalculated. The branch upon which he was, bending 
down under his weight, so widened the distance between it 
and the one above, that he could not reach the latter, even 
with the tips of his fingers. He turned to go back. To his 
horror, the bear was at the other end, in the fork, and prepar* 
ing to follow him along the limb. 

He could not go back without meeting the fierce brute in 
the teeth. There was no branch below within his reach, and 
none above ; and he was fifty feet from the ground. To leap 
down appeared the only alternative to escape the clutches of 
the bear, and that alternative was certain death. 

The bear advanced along the limb. Francis and Lucien 
screamed below, loading their pieces as rapidly as they could ; 
but they feared they would be too late. 

It was a terrible situation ; but it was in such emergencies 
that the strong mind of Basil best displayed itself; and in- 
stead of yielding to despair, he appeared cool and collected. 
His mind was busy examining every chance that offered. 

All at once a thought struck him ; and obedient to its im- 
pulse, he called to his brothers below, — 

" A rope ! a rope ! Fling me a rope ! Haste ! for Heaven's 
sake, haste ! a rope, or I am lost ! " 

Fortunately, there lay a rope under the tree. It was a 
lasso * of raw hide. Lucien dropped his half-loaded rifie, and 
sprang towards it, coiling it as he took it up. He ran under 
the tree, twirled the lasso round his head, and launched it up- 
wards. 

Basil, to gain time, had crept out upon the limb as far as it 
would bear him, while his fierce pursuer followed after. The 
branch, imder their united weight, bent downward like a bow.. 
Fortunately, it was oak, and did not break. 

* The lasso is a rope, or cord, with a noose, used in yarious parts of Nortiii 
and South America for capturing animals. 
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Baail was astride, bis fiice tamed to the tree a&d towards 
his pursuer. The long snout of the latter was within three 
feet of his head, and he could feel her warm breathy as, with 
open jaws, she stretched forward, snorting fiercely. 

At this moment, the ring end of the lasso struck the branch 
directlj between them, passing a few feet over it. Before it 
could shp back again, and &11 off, the young hunter had 
grasped it, and double knotted it around the limb. The next 
moment, and just as the great daws of the bear were stretched 
forth to clutch him, he slipped off the branch, and glided down 
the lasso. 

The rope did not reach the ground by at least twen^ feet. 
Lucien and Francis had observed this as soon as it first hung 
down, and prepared themselves accordingly ; so that when Basil 
reached the end of the rope, he saw his brothers standing 
below, and holding a large buffalo skin stretdied out between 
them. Into this he dropped, and, the next moment^ stood apon 
the ground unhurt 

And now came the moment of triumph. The tough limb, 
that had been held stretched down by Basil's weight, becoming 
so suddenly released, flew upward with a jerk. 

The unexpected violence of that jerk was too much for the 
bear. Her hold gave way : she was shot into the air several 
feet upwards, and falling with a dull, heavy sound to the earth, 
lay for a moment motionless. She was cmly stunned, however, 
and would soon have struggled up again to renew the attack ; 
but before she could regain her feet, Basil had laid hold of 
Francis's half-loaded gun, and hurriedly pouring down a hand- 
ftil of bullets, ran forward and fired them into her head, kill- 
ing her upon the spot. 

The cubs, by this time, had arrived upon the ground, and 
Marengo* attacked them with fury. The little creatures 
fought fiercely, and together would have been more than a 
match for the dog ; but the rifles of his masters came to his 
assistance, and put an end to the contest. 

* This was the name of a hound the youths had with them. 
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^ XXn. — TO THE CUCKOO. 

LoGAir. 

[The cuckoo ia a bird frequently mentioned in English poetry, because it arrlyes in 

that country in early spring, and thus its coming is a sign that winter is oyer. By 

the first of July it takes its departure. The American cuckoo is a different bird from 

the English. John Logan, the authw of this poem, was born in Scotland in 1748, and 

' died in 1788.] 

Hail, beauteous stranger of the grove. 

Thou messenger of spring ! 
Now Heaven repairs thy rural seat, 

And birds thy welcome sing. 

What time the daisy decks the green, 

Thy certain voice we hear : 
Hast thou a star to guide thy path. 

Or mark the rolling year ? 

Delightful visitant ! with thee 

I hail the time of flowers. 
And hear the sound of music swe^ 

From birds among the bowers. 

The school boy, wandering through the wood, 

To pull the primrose gay. 
Starts the new voice of spring to hear. 

And imitates thy lay. 

What time the pea puts on the bloom^ 

Thou fl/st the vocal vale ; 
An annual guest, in other lands. 

Another spring to hail. 

Sweet bird ! thy bower is ever green, 

Thy sky is ever clear ; 
Thou hast no sorrow in thy song, 

No winter in thy year. 
5* 
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O, could I fly, rd fly with thee ; 

We'd make, with joyful wing, 
Our annual visit o'er the globe, 

Companions of the spring. 



XXm.— THE OAK TREE. 

MBfl.Howm. 

[Mury Howitt Is fhe ^rift of William Howitt ; and tmtli she and her hnshand aze popo- 
lar liring writen of England. Mrs. Howitt's poetry la distingaiBhed by ita fireahneaa 
of Ibeiing and grace of expreailon.] 

The oak tree was an acorn once, 

And fell upon the earth ; 
And sun and showers nourished it, 

And gave the oak tree birth. 

The little sprouting oak tree ! 

Two leaves it had at first. 
Till sun and showers nourished it ; 

Then out the branches burst 

The little sapling oak tree ! 

Its root was Hke a thread. 
Till the kindly earth had nourished it ; 

Then out it freely spread. 

On this side and on that 

It grappled with the ground, 
And in the ancient rifted rock 

Its firmest footing found. 

The winds came and the rains fell; 

The gusty tempests blew ; 
All, all were friends to the oak tree^ 

And stronger yet it grew. 
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The boj that saw the acorn fall. 

He feeble grew, and gray ; 
But the oak was still a thriying tree, 

And strengthened every day. 

Four centuries grows the oak tree, 

Nor does its verdure fail ; 
Its heart is like the ironwood, 

Its bark the plaited maiL 

Now cut us down the oak tree, 

The monarch of the wood. 
And of its timbers, stout and strong, 

We*ll build a vessel good. 

The oak tree of the forest 

Both east and west shall fly, 
And the blessings of far distant lands 

Upon our ship shall lie. 

For she shall not be a man-of-war. 

Nor a pirate shall she be. 
But a noble Christian merchant ship, 

To sail upon the sea. 



XXIV.— "WOODMAN, SPARE THAT TREE." 

Morris. 

[George P. Morris, a llying American writer, is one of the editors of the Home Jour- 
naL He is the author of many popular sougs.] 

Woodman, spare that tree ; 
Touch not a single bough ; 
In youth it sheltered me, 
And ril protect it now. 
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Twas my forefathei's hand 
That pkced it near his cot ; 
Then, woodman, let it stand ; 
Thy axe shall harm it not. 

That (ddy £uniliar tree. 
Whose glory and renown 
Are spread o'er land and se%— 
And wouldst thou hew it down ? 
Woodman, forbear thy stroke • 
Cut not its earth-bound ties ; 
O, spare that aged oak, 
Now towering to the skies. 

When but an idle boy, 
I sought its grateful shade ; 
In all their gushing joy. 
Here, too, my sisters played* 
My mother kissed me here ; 
My father pressed my hand: 
Forgive this foolish tear. 
But let that old oak stand. 

My heartstrings round thee clin^ 
Close as thy bark, old friend ! 
Here shall the wild bird sin^ 
And still thy branches bend. 
Old tree, the storm still brave I 
And, woodman, leave the spot ; 
While Tve a hand to save. 
Thy axe shall harm it not 
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XXV.— THE TRUMPETER SWAN AND THE BALD 
EAGLE. 

Hathi Bim. 

ITbiB pasnge Is from fhe ToangToyagean, anoliher work of Captain Mayne B«ld*8, 
«B«I a aoit of ooattnnation of The Boy Hantera, from which an eartfaot may be t>fmd 
a few pogea tnck. In the interral between the inddenta of the two hooka, the boy% 
Baail, Laden, and Franda, are represented as haying lost their father, and as having 
aet oat on a joomey to an nnole UTing at one of the northern posts of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. They vn aooompaDled by their ooosin Norman, a young man a little 
older than Basil. Their journey is performed partly in a canoe, and partly on foot. 
The book is written with the same spirit uid animation as the Boy Hunters. The 
Ibllowing adTenture ooeura while they an floating down the Bed RItot, to Lake Winp 
nipog, in a canoe.] 

It was the epxmg season, though late. The snow had en- 
tnrelj disappeared &om the hills, and the ice from the water, 
and the melting of both had swollen the river, and rendered 
its current more rapid than usuaL Our young Toyagers 
needed not therefore to plj their oars, except now and then to 
goide the canoe ; for these litde vessels have no rudder, but 
are ^ered by the paddles. An occasional stroke of the pad- 
dle kept them in their course, and they floated on without 
eflTort. 

Norman — such was the name of their Canadian or High- 
land cousin — sat in the bow, and directed their course. This 
is the post of honor in a canoe ; and as he had more experience 
tiian any of them in this sort of navigation, he was allowed 
habitually to occupy this post. Lucien sat in the stem. He 
held in his hands a book and pencil ; and as the canoe glided 
onward, he was noting down his observations. There were 
various trees and shrubs on the banks of the stream ; and Lu- 
cien lectured upon their properties and characteristics to his 
companions, as they floated along. Norman listened with 
astonishment to his scientific cousin, who, although he had 
never been in this region before, knew more of its plants and 
trees than he did himself. Basil also was interested in the 
exp4amU;iQns given by Ms brother. 

On <^ contmiy, Frauds^ who eared but little for botanical 
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studies, was occupied differently. He sat near the middle of 
the canoe, double barrel in hand, eagerlj waiting for a shot. 
He had killed several wild geese and ducks in the course of 
the daj : but this did not satisfy him. There was one bird on 
the river that could not be approached. No matter how care- 
fully the canoe was managed, the shy creature always took 
flight before they could set within range of him. The very 
difficulty of getting a shot at them, together with the splendid 
character of the birds themselves, had rendered Francis eager 
to obtain one. The bird itself was no other than the great 
wild swan, the king of aquatic birds. 

"Come, brother," said Francis, addressing Lucien, ^'you 
have talked long enough about the bushes. Tell us some- 
thing about these swans. See, there goes another of them. 
What a splendid fellow he is ! I'd give something to have 
him within range of buck shot." 

As he spoke, he pointed down stream to a great white bird 
that was seen moving out from the bank. It was a swan, and 
one of the very largest kind, — called a "trumpeter," on ac- 
count of its note, which resembles the sound of a French horn, 
or trumpet, played at a distance. 

It had been feeding in a sedge of the wild rice ; and no doubt 
the sight of the canoe, or the plash of the guiding oar, had 
disturbed and given it the alarm. It shot out from the reeda 
with head erect and wings slightly raised, offering to the eyes 
of the voyagers a spectacle of graceful and majestic bearing 
that, among the feathered race at least, is unparalleled. 

A few strokes of its broad feet propeUed it into the open 
water near the middle of the stream, when, making a half 
wheel, it turned head down the river, and swam with the cur- 
rent 

At the point where it turned, it was not more than two hun- 
dred yards ahead of the canoe. Its apparent boldness in per- 
mitting them to come so near without taking wing led Francis 
to hope that they might get still nearer ; and, begging his com- 
panions to ply the paddle, he seized hold of his double-bar- 
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relied fowling piece^ and leaned forward in the canoe. Basil 
also conceived a hope that a shot was to be had, for he took up 
his rifle, and held it readj to fire. The others went steadilj 
and quietly to work with the oars. In a few moments, the 
canoe cleft the current at the rate of a galloping horse, and 
one would have supposed that the swan must either at once 
take wing or be overtaken. 

Not so, however. The trumpeter knew his game better 
than that He had full confidence both in his strength and 
speed upon the water. He did not intend to take flight until 
the necessity arose for doing so ; and as it was, he seemed to 
be satisfied that that necessity had not yet arrived. The swim 
cost him much less muscular exertion than the flight would have 
done ; and he judged that the current, here very swift, would 
cany him out of reach of his pursjiers. 

It soon began to appear that he had judged rightly ; and 
the voyagers, to their chagrin, saw that, instead of gaining on 
him, as they hi(d expected, every moment widened the distance 
between him and the canoe. The bird had an advantage over 
his pursuers. Three distinct powers propelled him, while they 
had only two to rely upon. He had the current in his favor ; 
so had they. He had oars, or paddles — his feet ; they had 
oars as well. He " carried sail," while they had not a rag to 
spread. The wind chanced to blow directly down stream, and 
the broad wings of the bird, held out &om his body, and half 
extended, caught the very pith of the breeze on their double 
concave surfaces, and carried him through the water with the 
swiftness of an arrow. 

Unquestionably the swan had gone through a process of 
reasoning, and calculated his distance, and resolved to keep on 
*' the even tenor of his way " without putting himself to extra 
trouble by beating the air with his wings. His judgment 
proved sound ; for in less than ten minutes from the conmience- 
ment of the chase, he had gained a clear hundred yards upon 
his pursuers, and continued to widen the distance. At inter- 
vahf he raised his beak higher than usual, and uttered his loud 
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booming note, which fell upon fhe ears of the TOjisgen as 
tbou^ it had been sent back in mockerj and defiance. 

Thej would have given up the chase, had thej not nodoed 
that, a few hundred yards farther doinm, the river made a sharp 
turn to the right The swan, on reaching this, would no long^ 
have the wind in his favor. This inspired ihem with fresh 
hopes. They thought they should be able to overtake him 
after passing the bend, and then either get a shot at him or 
force him into the air. 

They bent, therefore, with fresh energy to their oars, and 
pulled onward in the pursuit. First the swan, and after him 
the canoe, swung ixmnd the bend, and entered the new readi 
of the river. The voyagers at once perceived that the Wrd 
now swam more slowly. He no longer ^ carried sail," as the 
wind was no longer in his favor. His wings lay closely fokl- 
ed to his body, and he moved only by the aid of his webbed 
feet and the current ; which latter happened to be sluggish, as 
the river at this part spread over a wide expanse of level iaad. 
The canoe was evidently catching up, and each stroke was 
bringing the pursuers nearer the pursued. 

After a few minutes' brisk pulling, the trumpeter had lost 
so much ground that he was not two hundred yards in advance, 
and " dead ahead." His body was no longer carried wifli the 
same gracefulness, and the majestic curving of the neck had 
disappeared. His bill protruded forward, and his thighs began 
to drag the water in his wake. He was evidently about to 
take wing. Both Basil and Francis saw this, and stood with 
their guns crossed and ready. At this moment, a shrill cry 
sounded over the water. It was the scream of some wild crea- 
ture, ending in a strange laugh, like that of a maniac 

On both sides of the river there was a thick forest of tail 
trees of the cottonwood species. From this forest the strange 
cry had proceeded, and on the right bank. Its echoes had 
hardly ceased, when it was answered by a similar cry from 
the trees on the left. These cries were hideous enough to 
frighten any one not used to them. They had not that effect 
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upon the Toyagers, who knew their import One and all of 
them were &miliar with the voice of the while^eaded eagle. 

' The trompeter knew it as well as any of them, but on him 
it produced a far different effect His terror was apparent, 
and his intention was all at once changed. Instead of rising 
into the air, as he had purposed, he suddenly lowered his head, 
and disappeared under the water. 

Again was heard the wild scream and the maniac laugh ; 
and the next moment, an eagle swept out from the timber, and, 
afler a few strokes of its broad wing, poised itself over the 
spot where the trumpeter had gone down. The other, its mate, 
was seen crossing at the same time from the opposite side. 



XXVL— THE SAME, CONCLUDED. 

Presently the swan rose to the surface ; but his head was 
hardly out of the water, when the eagle once more uttered its 
wild note, and half folding its wings, darted down from above. 
The swan seemed to have expected this ; for before the eagle 
could reach the surface, he had gone under the second time, 
and the latter, though passing with the velocity of an arrow, 
plunged his talons in the water to no purpose. With a cry of 
disappointment, the eagle mounted back into the air, and com- 
menced wheeling in circles over the spot It was now joined 
by its mate, and both kept wheeling round and round, watching 
for the reappearance of their intended victim. 

Again the swan came to the surface ; but before either of the 
eagles could swoop upon him, he had for the third time disap- 
peared. The swan is but an indifferent diver ; but under such 
circumstances he was likely to do his best at it But what 
could it avail him ? He must soon rise to the surface to take 
breath, — each time at shorter intervals. He would soon be- 
come fatigued and unable to dive with sufficient quickness, and 
then his caruel ene^es wouM be down upon him with their 
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terrible talons. Such is the usual result, unless the swan takes 
to the air, which he sometimes does. 

In the present case, he had built his hopes on a different 
means of escape. He intended to conceal himself in a heavy 
sedge of bulrushes that grew along the edge of the river, and 
towards these he was evidently directing his course under the 
water. At each emersion he appeared some yards nearer 
them, until at length he rose within a few feet of their margin, 
and diving again, was seen no more. He had crept in among 
the sedge, and no doubt was lying with only his head, or part 
of it, above the water, his body concealed by the broad leaves 
of the water lily, while the head itself could not be distin- 
guished among the white flowers that lay thickly along the 
suiface. 

The eagles now wheeled over the sedge, flapping the tops of 
the bulrushes with their broad wings, and screaming with dis- 
appointed rage. Keen as were their eyes, they could not dis- 
cover the hiding-place of their victim. No doubt they would 
have searched for it a long time, but the canoe — which they 
now appeared to notice for the first time — had floated near ; 
and becoming aware of their own danger, both mounted into 
the air again, and with a fearful scream flew off, and alighted 
at some distance down the river. 

^ A swan for supper," shouted Francis, as he poised lus gun 
for the expected shot 

The canoe was headed for the bulrushes, near the point 
where the trumpeter had last been seen ; and a few strokes of 
the paddles brought the little craft, with a whizzing sound, 
among the sedge. But the rushes were so tall, and grew so 
closely together, that the canoe men after entering, found, to 
their chagrin, that they could not see six feet around them. 
They dared not stand up, for this is very dangerous in a birch 
canoe, where the greatest caution is necessary to keep the vc&. 
sel from tipping over. Moreover, the sedge was so thick thai 
it was with difficulty they could use their oars. 
^, They remained stationary for a time, surrounded by a waU 
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of green bulrush. They soon perceived that this would never 
do, and resolved to push back into the open water. Meanwhile 
Marengo had been sent into the sedge, and was now heard 
tumbling and plunging about in search of the game. Maren- 
go was not much of a water dog hj nature, but he had been 
trained to almost every kind of hunting. His masters, there- 
fore, had no fear but that he would " put up " the trumpeter. 

Marengo had been let loose a little too soon. Before the 
canoe could be cleared of the entangling sedge, the dog was 
heard to utter one of his loud growls ; then followed a heavy 
plunge, — there was a confused fluttering of wings, and the 
great white bird rose majestically into the air. Before either 
of the youths could direct their aim, he was beyond the range 
of shot, and both prudently reserved their fire. The dog, 
having performed his part, swam back to the canoe, and was 
lifted in. 

The swan, after clearing the sedge, rose ahnost vertically 
into the air, and, after attaining a height of several hundred 
yards, fiew forward in a horizontal course, and followed the 
direction of the stream. His flight was now regular, and his 
trumpet note could be heard at intervals, as, with outstretched 
neck, he glided along the heavens. He seemed to feel the 
pleasant sensations that every creature has after an escape 
from danger, and no doubt he fancied himself secure. 

But in this fancy he deceived himself. Better for him had 
he risen a few hundred yards higher, or else had uttered his 
self-gratulation in a more subdued tone ; for it was heard and 
answered ; and that response was the maniac laugh of the 
white eagle. At the same instant, two of these birds — those 
already introduced — were seen mounting into the air. They 
did not fly up vertically, as the swan had done, but in spiral 
curves, wheeling and crossing each other as they ascended. 
They were making for a point that would cut ofi^ the flight 
of the swan, should he keep on in his horizontal course. 

This, however, he did not do. With an eye as quick as 
theirs, he saw that he was ^ headed ; " and stretching his long 



66 THE SECOND CLASS BBADI». 

neck upward, he again pursued an almost vertical line. Bui 
he had to cany thirty pounds oi flesh and bones ; while the 
larger of the eagles, with a still broader spread of wing, was 
a '^ hght weight " of only seven. The result of this difference 
was soon apparent Before the trumpeter had got two hun- 
dred yards higher, the female eagle was seen wheeling around 
him on the same level. The swan was now observed to double, 
fly downward, and then upward again, while his mournful note 
echoed back to the earth. 

But his efforts were in vain. After a series of contortions 
and manoeuvres the eagle darted forward, with a quick toss 
threw herself back downward, and striking upward, planted 
her talons in the under part of her victim's wing. The lacer- 
ated shaft fell uselessly down ; and the great white bird, no 
longer capable of flight, came whistling Ihrough the air. 

But it was not allowed to drop directly to the earth ; it would 
have fallen <hi the bosom of the broad river, and that the 
eagles did not wish, as it would have given them some trouble 
to get the heavy carcass ashore. As soon as the mate — who 
was lower in the air — saw that his partner had struck the 
bird, he discontinued his upward flight, and poising himself aa 
his spread tail, waited its descent. 

A single instant was sufficient The white object passed 
him, still fluttering ; but the moment it was below his level he 
shot after it like an arrow, and clutching it in his talons, with 
an outward stroke, sent it whizzing in a diagonal direction. 
The next moment a crashing was heard among the twigs : and 
a dull sound announced that the swan had fallen upon the 
earth. 

The eagles were now seen sailing downward, and soon dis- 
appeared among the tops of the trees. 

The canoe soon reached the. bank; and Francis, accom- 
panied by Basil and Marengo, leaped ashore, and went in 
search of the birds. They found the swan quite dead, and 
lying upon its back as the eagles had turned it Its breast 
was torn open, and its crimson blood was spread in broad flakes 
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oyer its snowy plumage. The eagles themselves, scared by 
the dog, had taken flight before the youths could get within 
shot of them. 



XXVn. — TUBAL CAIN. 

Macxat. 

[duurlM Mackay ii a llying Bnglkh aathor, who has writton well both in proM and 
▼one.] 

Old Tubal Cain was a man of might 

In the days when the earth was young ; 
By the fierce red light of his furnace bright, 

The strokes of his hammer rung ; 
And he li^d high his brawny hand 

On the iron glowing clear, 
Till the sparks rushed out in scarlet showers 

As he fashioned the sword and spear. 
And he sang, ^ Hurrah for my handiwork ! 

Hurrah for the spear and sword ! 
Hurrah for the hand that shall wield them well ! 

For he shall be king and lord." 

To Tubal Cain came many a one, 

As he wrought by his roaring fire, 
And each one prayed for a strong steel blade. 

As the crown of his desire ; 
And he made them weapons sharp and strong. 

Till they shouted loud in glee. 
And gave him gifis of pearls and gold. 

And spoils of forest free. 
And they sang, " Hurrah for Tubal Cain, 

Who hath given us strength anew ! 
Hurrah for the smith ! hurrah for the fire I 

And hurrah for the metal true I " 
6* 
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Bat a sudden change came o*er his heart 

Ere the setting of the sun, 
And Tubal Cain was filled with pain 

For the evil he had done. 
He saw that men, with rage and hate, 

Made war upon their kind ; 
That the land was red wath the blood they shed. 

In their lust for carnage blind. 
And he said, '^ Alas, that ever I made. 

Or that skill of mine should plan. 
The spear and the sword, for men whose joy 

Is to slay their fellow-man ! ** 

And for many a day old Tubal Cain 

Sat brooding o'er his woe ; 
And his hand forbore to smite the ore, 

And his furnace smouldered low ; 
But he rose at last with a cheerful face 

And a bright, courageous eye. 
And bared his strong right arm for work. 

While the quick flames mounted high ; 
And he sang, " Hurrah for my handiwork ! ** 

And the red sparks lit the air — 
" Not alone for the blade was the bright steel made," 

And he fashioned the first ploughshare. 

And men, taught wisdom from the past, 

In friendship joined their hands. 
Hung the sword in the hall, the spear on the wall, 

And ploughed the willing lands ; 
And sang, " Hurrah for Tubal Cain I 

Our stanch good friend is he ; 
And for the ploughshare and the plough 

To him our praise shall be. 
But while oppression lifts its head. 
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Or a tjrrant would be lord, 
Though we may thank him for the plough. 
We'll not forget the sword." 



XXVm.— LITTLE EDWABD. 

MBS.STOWK. 

[Mn. Harriet Beecher Stowe, the world-renowned author of Uncle Tom's Cabin, ii the 
daughter of the Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. D., and wife of Profeaoor Calvin £. Stowe, of 
the Theological Seminary at Andover, Massachusetts. 

The following extract is from the May-Flower, a collection of sketches and narratively 
marked by the same eombinatioa of humor and pathos which is so conspicuous in her 
novel.] 

Were any of you bom in New England, in the good old 
catechizing, church-going, school-going, orderly times ? If so, 
you may have seen my uncle Abel ; the most perpendicular, 
rectangular, upright, downright good man that ever labored 
six days and rested on the seventh. 

You remember his hard, weather-beaten countenance, where 
every line seemed drawn with " a pen of iron and the point 
of a diamond ; " his considerate gray eyes, that moved over ob- 
jects as if it were not best to be in a hurry about seeing ; the 
circumspect opening and shutting of the mouth ; his down- 
sitting and uprising, all performed with deliberate forethought ; 
in short, the whole ordering of his life and conversation, which 
was, after a military fashion, "to the right about face — for- 
ward, march." 

Now, if you supposed, from all this sternness of exterior, 
that this good man had nothing kindly within, you were much 
mistaken. You oft^n find the greenest grass under a snow 
drift; and though my uncle's mind was not exactly of the 
flower garden kind, still there was an abundance of wholesome 
and kindly vegetation there. 

It is true he seldom laughed, and never joked himself; but 
no man had a more serious and weighty conviction of what a 
joke was in another ; and when a witticism was uttered in his 
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presence, you mi^t see lus &ce relax into an expression of 
solemn satisfaction, and he would look at the author with a 
sort of quiet wonder, as if it were past his comprehension how 
such a thing could ever come into a man's head. 

Uncle Abel, too, had some rehsh for the fine arts ; in proof 
of which, I might adduce the pleasure with which he gazed at 
the plates in hk iamilj Bible, the likeness whereof is neither 
in heaven, nor on earth, nor under the earth. And he was 
also so eminent a musician, that he could go through the sin^ 
ing book at one sitting without the least fatigue, beating time 
like a wind mill all the way. 

He had, too, a liberal hand, thou^ his liberality was all 
by the rule of three. He did by his neighbor exactly as he 
would be done by : he loved some things in this world very 
sincerely ; he loved his Giod much, but he honoi*ed and feared 
him more ; he was exact with others, but he was more exact 
with himself^ and he expected his Grod to be more exact still. 

Every thing in uncle AbeFs house was in the same time, place, 
manner, and form, from year's end to yearns end. There was 
old Master Bose, a dog after my uncle's own heart, who always 
walked as if he were studying the multiplication table. There 
was the old clock, forever ticking in the chimney comer, with 
a picture of the sun upon its face, forever setting behind a 
perpendicular row of poplar trees. There was the never^ 
failing supply of red peppers and onions hanging over the 
chimney. 

There, too, were the yearly hollyhocks and morning glories 
blooming about the windows. There was the " best room,'' 
with its sanded floor ; the cupboard in one comer, with its glass 
doors ; the evergreen asparagus bushes in the chimney ; and 
there was the stand with the Bible and almanac on it in an- 
other comer. There, too, was aunt Betsey, who never looked 
any older, because she always looked as old as she could; 
who always dried her catnip and wormwood the last of Sep- 
tember, and began to clean house the first of May. In short, 
this was the land of continuance. Old Time never took it into 
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his head to practise either addition, or subtraction, or multipli- 
cation, on its sum total. 

This aunt Betsey aforenamed was the neatest and most 
efficient piece of human machinery that ever operated in forty 
places at once. She was always every where, predominating 
over and seeing to every thing; and though my uncle had 
been twice married, aunt Betsey's rule and authority had 
never been broken. She reigned over his wives when living, 
and reigned after them when dead ; and so seemed likely to 
reign on till the end of the chapter. 

But my uncle's latest wife left aunt Betsey a much less 
tractable subject than ever before had fallen to her lot Little 
Edward was the child of my uncle's old age, and a brighter, 
merrier little blossom never grew on the verge of a snow driii. 
He had been committed to the nursing of his grandmamma till 
he had arrived at the age of ifidiscretion, and then my old 
uncle's heart so yearned for him that he was brought home. 

His introduction into the family excited a terrible sensation. 
Never was there such a contemner of dignities, such a violator 
of high places and sanctities, as this same Master Edward. It 
was in vain to try to teach him decorum. He was the most 
outrageously merry elf that ever shqc^ a head of curls. He 
laughed and frolicked with every body and every thing that 
came in his way, not even excepting his solemn old father ; 
and when you saw him with his fair arms around the old man's 
neck, and his bright blue eyes and blooming cheek peering out 
beside the bleak face of uncle Abel, you might fancy you saw 
spring caressing winter. Uncle Abel's metaphysics were 
sorely puzzled by this sparkling, dancing compound of spirit 
and matter ; nor could he devise any method of bringing it 
into any reasonable shape, for he did mischief with an energy 
and perseverance that were truly astcxushing. 
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XXIX.— THE SAME SUBJECT, CONCLUDED. 

But uncle Abel was most of all perplexed to know what to 
do with him on the Sabbath ; for on that day Master Edward 
seemed to exert himself to be paiticularlj diligent and enter- 
taining. 

" Edward ! Edward must not play Sunday ! " his fisither 
would call out; and then Edward would hold up his curly 
head, and look as grave as the catechism ; but in three minutes 
you would see pussy scampering through the " best room,'* 
with Edward at her heels, to the entire discomposure of all de- 
votion in aunt Betsey, and all others in authority. 

At length my uncle came to the conclusion that '^ it wasn't 
in nature to teach him any better," and that ^ he could no 
more keep Sunday than the brook down in the lot" My poor 
uncle ! he did not know what was the matter with his heart ; but 
certain it was, he lost all faculty of scolding when little Edward 
was in the case, and he would rub his spectacles a quarter of 
an hour longer than common when aunt Betsey was detailing 
his witticisms and clever doings. 

In process of time, our hero had completed his third year, 
and arrived at the dignity of going to school. He went illus- 
triously through the spelling book, and then attacked the cate- 
chism ; went through with it in a fortnight, and at last came 
home in great delight, to tell his father that he had got to 
" Amen." 

After this, he made a regular business of saying over the 
whole every Sunday evening, standing with his hands folded 
in front, occasionally glancing around to see if pussy gave 
proper attention. And being of a practically benevolent turn 
of mind, he made several commendable efforts to teach Boee 
the catechism, in which he succeeded as well as might have 
been expected. In short, without further detail Master 
Edward bade fair to become a literary wonder. 

But alas for poor little Edward ! his merry dance was soon 
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over. A day came when he sickened. Aunt Betsey tried all 
her simple remedies,l)ut in vain ; he grew rapidly worse and 
worse. His father's heart was torn with sorrow ; but he said 
nothing ; he only staid by his child's bedside day and night, 
trying all means to save him, with affecting pertinacity. 

" Can't you think of any thing more, doctor ? " said he to 
the physician, when all had been tried in vain. " Nothing," 
answered the physician. 

A momentary convulsion passed over my uncle's face. 
** The will of the Lord be done," said he, almost with a groan 
of anguish. 

Just at this moment, a ray of the setting sun pierced the 
checked curtains, and gleamed like an angel's smile across the 
face of the little sufferer. He woke from troubled sleep. 

'^ O dear ! I am so sick ! " he gasped feebly. His father 
raised him in his arms; he breathed easier, and looked up 
with a grateful smile. Just then his old pla3rmate, the cat, 
crossed the room. " There goes pussy," said he : " O dear, I 
shall never play any more." 

At that moment, a deadly change passed over his counte- 
nance. He looked up in his father's fisu;e with an imploring 
expression, and put out his hand as if for help. There was 
one moment of agony, and then the sweet features all settled 
into a smile of peace, and " mortality was swallowed up of life." 
My uncle laid him down, and looked one moment at his beau- 
tiful face. It was too much for his principles, too much for 
his consistency, and " he lifted up his voice and wept." 

The next morning was the Sabbath — the funeral day; 
and it rose with " breath all incense, and with cheek all bloom." 
Uncle Abel was as calm and collected as ever ; but in his face 
there was a sorrow-stricken expression touching to behold. I 
remember him at family prayers, as he bent over the great 
Bible, and began the psalm, " Lord, thou hast been our dwell- 
ing place in all generations." Apparently he was touched by 
the melancholy splendor of the poetry, for after reading a few 
verses, he stopped. 
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Tliere tras a dead silence, interrupted only by the tidung- of 
the clock. He cleared his voice repeatedly, and tried to go on^ 
but in vain. He closed the book, and kneeled down to prayer. 
The energy of sorrow broke through his usual fi»inal rever- 
ence, and his language flowed forth with a deep and smrowful 
pathos which I shall never forget The God so much rever- 
enced, so much feared, seemed to draw near to him as a friend 
and comforter, his refuge and strength, ^ a very present help 
in time of trouble." 

My uncle rose, and I saw him walk to the room g£ the de- 
parted one. He uncovered the face. It was set with the seal 
of death ; but O, how surpassingly lovely I The brilliancy of 
life was gone, but that pure, transparent face was touched with 
a mysterious, triumphant bri^tness, which seemed like the 
dawning of heaven. 

My unde looked long and earnestly. He felt the beauty of 
what he gazed on ; his heart was softened, but he had no words 
for his feelings. He left the room unoonsciously, and sat in 
the front door. The morning was bright, the bells were ring- 
ing for diurch, the birds were singing merrily, and little 
Edward's pet squirrel was froli^ing about the door. My 
uncle watched him as he ran up one tree and then down, and 
up another, and then over the fence, whisking his brush, and 
chattering just as if nothing was the matter. With a deep sigh 
uncle Abel broke forXh : " How happy that creature is ! Well, 
the Lord's will be done." 

That day the dust was committed to dust, amid the lamenta- 
tions of all who liad known him. Years have passed since then, 
and all tliat is mortal of my uncle has long since been gathered 
to his fathers ; but his just and upright spirit has entered the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God. Yes, the good man may 
have had opinions which the philosophical scorn, and weak- 
nesses at which the thoughtless smile ; but death shall change 
him into all that is enlightened, wise, and refined ; for he shall 
awake in << His likeness," and ^ be satisfied." 
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XXX. — THE PILOT. 

Batlt. 

[Thomas HajnM Bayly, an Bngliah poet, born 1707, died 1880, itm the author of 
many graceful and popular songs.] 

" O, PILOT, 'tis a fearful night ; 

There's danger on the deep ; 
m come and pace the deck with thee ; 

I do not dare to sleep." 
^ Go down," the sailor cried, " go down. 

This is no place for thee ; 
Fear not ; but trust in Providence, 

Wherever thou mayst be." 

^ Ah, pilot, dangers often met 

We all are apt to slight ; 
And thou hast known these raging waves 

But to subdue their might." 
" It is not apathy," he cried, 

*' That gives this strength to me ; 
Fear not ; but trust in Providence, 

Wherever thou mayst be. 

"^ On such a night the sea ingulfed 

My father's lifeless form ; 
My only brother's boat went down 

In just so wild a storm. . 
And such, perhaps, may be my fate ; 

But still I say to thee, 
Fear not ; but trust in Providence, 

Wherever thou mayst be." 
7 
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XXXL— THE USE OF FLOWERS. 

MB&HoirxTT. 

God might have bade the earth bring forth 

Enough for great and small ; 
The oak tree and the cedar tree. 

Without a flower at all. 

We might have had enough, enough 

For every want of ours ; 
For luxury, medicine, and for toil, 

And yet have had no flowers. 

The ore within the mountain mine 

Eequireth none to grow ; 
Nor doth it need the lotus flower 

To make the river flow. 

The clouds might give abundant rain. 

The nightly dews might fall. 
And the herb that keepeth life in man 

Might yet have drunk them alL 

Then wherefore, wherefore were they made. 

All dyed with rainbow light. 
All fashioned with supremest grace, 

Upspringing day and night ; — 

Springing in valleys green and low, 

And on the mountains high, 
And in the silent wilderness 

Where no man passes by? 

Our outward life requires them not ; 
Then wherefore had they birth ? 
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To minister delight to man. 
To beautify the earth ; — 

To comfort man, to whisper hope, 

Whene'er his faith is dim ; 
For who so careth for the flowers, 

Will much more care for him. 



XXXH— THE ADOPTED CHILD. 

MB8. HxMAirs. 

** Why wouldst thou leave me, O gentle child ? 
Thy home on the mountains is bleak and wild — 
A straw-roofed cabin with lowly wall : 
Mine is a fair and a pillared hall, 
Where many an image of marble gleams, 
And the sunshine of picture forever streams." 

" O, green is the turf where my brothers play. 
Through the long, bright hours of the summer day ; 
They find the red cup-moss where they climb. 
And they chase the bee o'er the scented ihjme ; 
And the rocks where the heathflower blooms they know. 
Lady, kind lady ! O, let me go I " 

" Content thee, boy, in my bower to dwell ; 
Here are sweet sounds which thou lovest well ; 
Flutes on the air in the stilly noon. 
Harps which the wandering breezes tune ; 
And the silvery wood-note of many a bird, 
Whose voice was ne'er in thy mountains heard*'' 

«My mother sings, at the twilight's fall, 
A song of the hUls, &r more isweet than all ; 
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She sings it, under our own green tree, 
To the babe half slumbering on her knee ; 
I dreamed last night of that music low. 
Lady, kind lady I O, let me go I " 

" Thy mother is gone frtMn her cares to rest; 
She hath taken the babe on her quiet breast ; 
Thou wouldst meet her footstep, my boy, no more. 
Nor hear her song at the cabin door. 
Come thou with me to the vineyards nigh, 
And we'll pluck the grapes of the richest dye." 

" Is my mother gone from her home away ? — 
But I know that my brothers are there at play ; 
I know they are gathering the foxglove's bell, 
Or the long fern leaves by the sparkling well, 
Or they launch their boats where the bright streams flow. 
Lady, kind lady ! O, let me go ! " 

" Fair child, thy brothers are wanderers now ; 
They sport no more on the mountain's brow ; 
They have left the fern by the spring's green side, 
And the streams where the fairy barks were tried. 
Be thou at peace in thy brighter lot, 
For thy cabin home is a lonely spot.** 

" Are they gone, all gone from the sunny Mil ?— 
But the bird and the blue fly rove o'er it still. 
And the red deer bound in their gladness free, 
And the turf is bent by the singing bee. 
And the waters leap, and the fresh winds blow. 
Lady, kind lady I O, let me go I " 
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XXXm. — A LION HUNT. 

OSSABD. 

[This leewn, and the two Ibnowing, are taken Arom the Adrentvirea <tf Oerard the 
lion Killer, translated from the French by Charles £. Whitehead. Gerard is an officer 
in the French army ^ployed In Algeria, in North Africa, which is now a French 
proTince. Being a man of oonrage and an admirable marksman, he sneceeded in 
killing a great number of lions, and thos acquired a high reputation both among his 
own countrymen and the natives of the country. Lions commit such ravages among 
their cattle that he who destroys one becomes a great benefactor to the public. Gerard's 
adrentares have been recently published in Faris, where they have attracted much at- 
tention. They are written in a very spirited style, and his daring feats are modestly 
narrated.] 

On the 4th of August, 1844, 1 received an invitation from 
the inhabitants of Mahou'na,* the lion's paradise, which I imme- 
diately accepted : on my arrival about sunset, I found the vil- 
lage surrounded bj immense piles of light wood, arranged for 
the reception of the lion, that paid them nightly caUs. I for- 
bade their being kindled, and immediately selected the place I 
intended to occupy, in oider to waylay him that very ni^t, in 
case he should come as usual to prey on the herds. 

Having by careful searching found the route by which the 
animal usually came, I took my seat directly in his path, in 
spite of the remonstrances of the Arabs. Finding me fixed 
in my purpose, they brought me mats and cushions ; and a 
smoking repast was soon placed by the side of the couch that 
was to serve me for the night My hosts remained with me 
till a late hour, telling many tragic stories of the strength and 
ferocity <^ the lion. As midnight approached, the party broke 
>up, with many prayers for my success. I remained on the 
watch with a native corporal in the French service, named 
Saadi, whose brother was chief of this country. He was 
armed with a carbine, and I with a double barrelled rifie. 

About one o'clock in the morning, my Arab friend, little 
accustomed to these night watches, pleaded guilty to beipg very 
sleepy, and stretched himself out behind me, where, to do him 
justice, he slept most soundly, I know many brave men who 

* Mahouna li a place in the proymce of Guelma, in Algeria. 
7* 



80 THB SECOND CLASS BEADEB. 

would not have done as mucli, while lying in wait for a lion. 
I had taken the precaution to have all the dogs tied up under 
the tents, so as to quiet their customary clamor ; and now, in 
the dead silence around me, I could detect the faintest noise or 
motion. 

Up to this time the heavens had been serene, and the moon 
clear ; but soon clouds gathered in the west, and came scud- 
f' Jig past before a warm, sultry wind ; and a little later the sky 
was all overcast, the moon disappeared, and the thunder rolled 
round us in heavy peals, announcing a coming tempest Then 
th3 rain fell in torrents, and drenching my companion, he 
awoke, and we consulted for a moment about returning. But 
Trhile we were talking, an Arab called out from the tents, 
" Beware ! the lion will come with the storm." 

This decided me to remain at my post, and I covered thQ 
locks of my gun with the skirts of my coat Soon the rain 
ceased ; flashes of lightning played round the distant horizon ; 
and the moon, brighter than ever, came in and out from the 
fleecy clouds over our heads. I took advantage of every one 
of these brief moments of clear sky to survey the country 
about me, and to examine every clump of trees or fallen log ; 
and it was in one of these short luminous intervals that all of 
a sudden I thought I saw the lion. I waited breathless till the 
moon came out again. Yes, it was he ! standing motionless 
only a few paces from the camp. 

Accustomed to see fires lighted at every tent, to hear a hun- 
dred dogs barking in terror, and to see the men hurling lighted 
brands at him, he, without doubt, was at a loss to explain the 
rather suspicious silence that reigned around him. 

While I was turning slowly round, in order to take better 
aim, without being seen by the animal, a cloud shut out the 
moon. I was seated with my left elbow on my knee, my rifle 
at my shoulder, watching by turns the lion, that I only recog- 
nized as a confused mass, and the passing cloud, the extent of 
which I anxiously contemplated. 

At length it pasied by ; and the moonlight^ dearer to me 
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than the most beautiful sunshine, illumined the scene, and 
again showed me the lion, still standing in the same place. I 
saw him the better because he was so much raised above me ; 
and he loomed up proudly magnificent, standing as he was in 
majestic repose, with his head high in air, and his flowing 
mane undulating in the wind and falling to his knees. It was 
a black lion, of noble form and the largest size. As he pre- 
sented his side to me, I aimed just behind his shoulder, and 
fired. 

I heard a fierce roar of mingled pain and rage echoing up 
the hiUs with the report of my gun, and then from under the 
smoke I saw the lion bounding upon me. 

Saadi, roused the second time that night from his slumbers, 
sprang to his gun, and was about to fire over my shoulder. 
With a motion of my arm I pushed aside the barrel of his gun, 
and when the beast, still roaring furiously, was within three 
steps of me, I fired my second barrel directly into his breast 

Before I could seize my companion's gun, the lion rolled at 
my feet, bathing them in the blood that gushed in torrents from 
his throat He had fallen so near me that I could have 
touched him from where I stood. 

In looking for my balls, I found the first one just behind 
the shoulder, where I had intended it to hit ; but the second, 
that had been fired in haste, and almost at hazard, had given 
the mortal wound. From this moment I learned that it is not 
enough to aim correctly in order to kill a lion, and that it is a 
feat infinitely more serious than I had at first supposed. 

It was a long while before the Arabs could believe that the 
lion was really dead, or venture into the presence of the 
fallen monarch of the forest. But when assured that their 
dread enemy, from whom they had suffered so much, could no 
longer harm them, they overwhelmed me with thanks and con- 
gratulations. 

The men, with stately grace, kissed the hem of my garment, 
or my rifle that lay at my side, saying, ^ May God strengthen 
your aim and bless you." 
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The women kissed my band, ssying, ^ God bless the moliher 
that bore you." 

The mothers lifted up their children in their arms, that they 
might touch me and kiss me, saying, ^ Dcm't be a&aid ; be only 
harms the lion ; he is our firiend and brother." 

I can say, with all sincerity, that there were no voices so 
sweet as those which named my mother's name, that asked me 
her age, and when I had left her, if I ever heard &om ber 
now when far away, if I wanted to see her, and if she were 
ever coming to their country ; and that ended their questions 
by invoking a thousand blessings on her honored head. 

The death of the lion had truly been a blessing, since it 
summoned up to my mind such pleasant remembrances of a 
far-away home, and of a mother whom I so dearly loved. No 
sweeter praise could have been bestowed ; no greater triumph 
could have been won. 



XXXIV.— HUBERT, THE TAME HON. 

Obrabs. 

In the month of February, 1846, 1 found two lion's cubs in 
the forest, a male and a female. The former, to which I gave 
the name of Hubert, was a third larger than his sister ; and 
his dignified deportment and gentle grace won all hearts at 
first sight. While the little lioness shunned all observation, 
and received the caresses showered upon her only with blows 
and scratches, Hubert stretched himself out on the hearth, and 
looked round with a quiet air of wonder, without the least ap- 
parent wildness. 

When I rejoined the army, I took with me my two adopted 
children. The female soon departed this life, and went where 
the good lions go. Her early demise, in the bud of her youth- 
ful days, was owing to a difficulty in teething — a process of 
nature very dangerous to the leonine family, unaided as they 
are generally by suitable medical advice. But her brother 



THE BEOOHI) GLASS BBADEB. 83 

grew apace ; and as day after day brought forth some new 
evidence of childish grace, he became beloved by all who 
knew him. 

I write these lines with a chastened sorrow, to recall the 
numj acts and infantile graces of my child Hubert, that will 
be « pleasant memiory, not only to myself, but to the many 
comrades of his early days, whose lonely hours were enlivened 
by his quaint gambols and affectionate caresses. 

When Hubert first joined the squadron, his name was 
entered on a little book as a second rate private of dragoons, 
awaiting promotion. Every thing he did of any moment was 
immediately recorded in this book, together with all his 
marches and campaigns. 

As he grew older and stronger, he grew dangerous ; and 
his excess of animal spirits betrayed him into many acts of 
mischief. Li the spring of 1847, he was condenmed to per- 
petual imprisonment ; and I, his dearest friend, was charged 
with the execution of the sentence. Hubert soon found him- 
self the lonely tenant of an iron cage. 

With the first days of his imprisonment, I would occasionally 
come to his cage in the evening to while away some of his 
lonely hours. As soon as the door was opened, he would 
bound joyously out ; and then, after kissing each other in the 
tenderest manner, we would commence a game of hide-and- 
seek. One evening, however, he embraced me so lovingly 
that I should have been crushed had not my comrades run to 
my aid, iand with their scabbards relieved me from his formida- 
ble caresses. This was the last time that we indulged in this 
game together ; and yet I can do my friend the justice to say 
that I never saw the least bad intent on his part, for when- 
ever he was gambolling with me, or any other of his acquaint- 
ances, he always avoided using his teeth or claws; and his 
manners were ever most kind and affectionate. 

Li the autumn of 1847, it was determined that Hube: 
should be sent to Paris ; and I was ordered to accompany hi^ 
The captain of Jlie v^sqI that earned .jus acrofls the Medi^ 
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ranean allowed me to have the cage open for a few hours at 
a time, when Hubert was eating his meals, having first stretched 
cables across the deck to prevent the curious passengers from 
coming too near my pet. As soon as the door was opened, 
Hubert came out, and after thanking me for the privilege, 
after his fashion, and given me as many tokens of his regard as 
the circumstances would permit, he walked up and down the 
deck as far as his chain would allow him to go. Then he 
ate his breakfast, which usually consisted of a beefsteak of 
about ten pounds, and having completed his ablutions, and 
made his toilet, he would lie down in the sun to take a nap. 
When the hour of recreation was passed, he entered his cell, 
deafening us a little with his complaints against the narrowness 
of his berth, and then awaited very patiently his dinner time. 

Upon reaching Toulon, we separated, he to go to Marseilles, 
and I to see my family. I was soon in the arms of those I 
loved best on earth ; and yet all the while, in spite of my occu- 
pations and pleasures, I felt a void that nothing could filL 
Hubert was ever at my side, if not in person, at least in spirit ; 
and I constantly mistook the sound of the mountain torrents 
for the first low tones of his voice. I could not stay away 
from him any longer, and returned to Marseilles. 



XXXV.— THE SAME, CONCLUDED. 

Although it had been only a few weeks since I had left 
my child, I could not help feeling shocked at the change that 
was apparent in his whole bearing. He was no longer the 
same being. After the first joy of meeting had passed, he 
relapsed into the same moumftil indifference. His look 
seemed to say to me, " Why did you leave me ? Where am I ? 
Where are they taking me to ? You have come bax^k, but 
will you stay ? " 

I was so much moved by his mute eloquence, that I could 
not remain in the room^th him, but left it abruptly. As I 



THE SECOND GLASS READER. 85 

went out, I heard him bounding in his cage, roaring with anger. 
I hastened back to his side, when he became calm, and laid him- 
self down against the bars, where I could pat him with my hand. 
In a little while he went to sleep with my arm resting on his 
head, and I stole away on tiptoe, so as not to trouble his repose. 
Sleep is the great oblivion, as well for the lion as for man. 

The next time I saw Hubert was at the Garden of Plants, 
in Paris, on the first day of January, 1848. I was accom- 
panied by a lady and her daughter, who desired to be present 
at my first interview with him. 

On entering the department of the garden appropriated to 
wild animals, I was astonished at the narrow limits in which 
they were obliged to live, in mortal repose, and repelled by the 
pestilential odor that exhaled from the dens, which the hyenas 
and other unclean beasts might endure, but which most surely 
would kill the lions and panthers — animals with clean, sleek 
skins, that are neatness personified. While I was slowly ap- 
proaching the cage of my friend, thinking of the unpleasant 
subjects that had been suggested to my mind, he was lying 
down half asleep, regarding at intervals, with half shut eyes, 
the persons who were passing and repassing before him. 

All of a sudden, he raised his head, his tail moved, his eyes 
dilated, a nervous motion contracted the muscles of his face. 
He had seen the uniform of the troop, but .had not yet recog- 
nized his friend. Nevertheless, his searching eye scanned me 
from head to foot, as though seeking some point of recognition. 
I drew nearer and nearer, and no longer able to restrain my 
emotion, I stretched out my hand to him through the bars. 

Without ceasing his earnest gaze, he applied his nose to my 
hand, and drew in knowledge with a long breath. At each 
inhalation his attitude became more noble, his look more satis- 
fied and affectionate. Under the uniform that had been so 
dear to him, he began to recognize the friend of his heart 7 
felt that it needed only a single word to dissipate all doubt 

^ Hubert," I said, as I laid my hand upon him, ''my r 
■oldier.'' 
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Not another word. With a furious bound and a roar of 
welcome, he sprang against the iron bars, that bent and shiv- 
ered with the blow. My friends fled in terror, calling on me 
to do the same. Noble animal I you made the world tremble 
even in your ecstasies of pleasure. Hubert was standing with 
his cheek against the grating, attempting to break down the 
obstacle that separated us, magnificent to behold, as he shook 
the~Valls of the building with his roars of joy and rage. 

His enormous tongue licked the hand that I abandoned to 
his caresses, while with his paws he gently tried to draw me 
to him. If any one attempted to come near, he fell into a 
frenzy of anger ; and when the visitors fell back to a distance, 
he became calm and caressing as before, handling me with his 
huge paws, rubbing against the bars, and licking my hand, 
while every gesture, and sound, and look told of his joy and 
his love. 

I cannot tell how hard it was to part with him. Twenty 
times I came back to speak to him, and to try and make him 
understand that I was coming back again. And each time 
that I started to go, he shook the gallery with his bounds and 
heart-rending roars. 

For some time I came every day to see my friend in his 
solitary prison house, and sometimes we passed several hours 
together in most affectionate intercourse. But after a little 
while, I noticed that he became sad and changed, and seemed 
utterly dispirited. I consulted the keepers of the garden, and 
they thought that it was owing to my visits, and his regret at 
my leaving him. I then tried to keep away, and gradually to 
accustom him to my absence, hoping to win him over to a 
calmer state of mind. 

One fine day in the month of May, I entered the garden as 
usual. One of the keepers came forward, and respectfully sa- 
luting me, said with sorrow, " Do not come any more, sir ; 
Hubert is dead.'* I turned on my heel, and hastened out of 
the garden, bowed down by heavy grief at the loss of my 
friend and the crowding memories of the past. 
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Thus died this child of the wilderness, that I had taken 
his mother's breast, from the pure air of the mountain, 
liberty and the widest dominion, to wither in a prison, 
the forest he would have been living yet ; civilization ^ 
him. 

Hereaflber live and rule in absolute liberty, fierce sultai 
Atlas ! Never again will I raise my hand to bring you 
slavery. What is ihe destruction that comes like the thu 
bolt in the forest, beneath the midnight sky, to the slow t 
of the prison house ! Better, a thousand times, the iror 
of the hunter than the iron shackle of a jailer. 



XXXVI— HIAWATHA'S WOOING. 

Longfellow. 

tHiawatha, whose first experiment in hnntiog is related a few lessons baci 
up into a tall and handsome young man, and h^ns to think of taking a w 
had previously been into the hmd of the Daootahs, and seen theandent arroii 
and his heantifnl daughter, Minnehaha, or Laughing Watec Noktnnis is bii 
motha*, hy whom he had been brought up.] 

"As unto the bow the cord is, 
So unto the man is woman ; 
Though she bends him, she obeys him, 
Though she draws him, yet she follows, 
Useless each without the other." 
Thus the youthful Hiawatha 
Said within himself and pondered, 
Much perplexed by various feelings, 
Listless, longing, hoping, fearing, 
Dreaming still of Minnehaha, 
Of the lovely Laughing Water, 
Li the land of the Dacotahs. 
** Wed a maiden of your people," 
Warning said the old Nokomis ; 
^ Go not eastward, go not westward, 
8 
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For a stranger, whom we know iiot 
Like a fire upon the hearthstone 
Is a neighbor's homely daughter ; 
Like the starlight, or the moonlight. 
Is the handsomest of strangers." 
Thus dissuading spake Nokomis, 
And my Hiawatha answered 
Only this : '' Dear old Nokomis, 
Very pleasant is the firelight, 
But I like the starlight better. 
Better do I like the moonlight" 
Gravely then said old Nokomis, 
^ Bring not here an idle maiden, 
Bring not here a useless woman, 
Hands unskilfiil, feet unwilling ; 
Bring a wife with nimble fingers. 
Heart and hand that move together, 
Feet that run on willing errands." 
Smiling answered Hiawatha, 
^ In the land of the Dacotahs 
Lives the arrow maker's daughter, 
Minnehaha, Laughing Water, 
Handsomest of all the women. 
I will bring her to your wigwam ; 
She shall run upon your errands. 
Be your starlight, moonlight, firelight^ 
Be the sunlight of my people." 
Still dissuading, said Nokomis, 
^ Bring not to my lodge a stranger 
From the land of the Dacotahs. 
Very fierce are the Dacotahs ; 
Often there is war between us, 
There are fbuds yet miforgotten, 
Wounds that ache and still may open." 
Laughing answered Hiawatha, 
« For that reason, if no other. 
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Would I wed tbe fair Daootah, 
That our tribes might be united, 
That old feuds might be forgotten, 
And old wounds be healed forever." 
Thus departed Hiawatha 
To the land of the Dacotahs, 
To the land of handsome women ; 
Striding over moor and meadow, 
Through interminable forests, 
Through uninterrupted silence. 
With his moccasons of magic. 
At each stride a mile he measured ; 
Tet the way seemed long before him. 
And his heart outran his footsteps ; 
And he journeyed without resting, 
Till he heard the cataract's thunder. 
Heard the Falls of Minnehaha 
Calling to him through the silence. 
" Pleasant is the sound," he murmured, 
^^ Pleasant is the voice that calls me." 
On the outskirts of the forest, 
'Twixt the shadow and the sunshine, 
Herds of fallow deer were feeding ; 
But they saw not Hiawatha. 
To his bow he whispered, " Fail not," 
To his arrow whispered, " Swerve not ; " 
Sent it singing on its errand, 
To the red heart of the roebuck ; 
Threw the deer across his shoulder, 
And sped forward without pausing. 
At the doorway of his wigwam 
Sat the ancient arrow maker. 
In the land of the Dacotahs, 
Making arrow heads of jasper, 
Arrow heads of chalcedony. 
At his side, in all her beauty. 
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Sat the lovely Minnehaha, 

Sat his daughter, Laughing Water, 

Plaiting mats of flags and rushes. 

Of the past the old man's thoughts were, 

And the maiden's of the foture. 

He was thinking, as he sat there. 

Of the days when with such arrows 

He had struck the deer and bison. 

Shot the wild goose, flying southward ; 

Thinking of the great war parties, 

How they came to buy his arrows — 

Could not fight without his arrows. 

Ah, no more such noble warriors 

Could be found on earth as they were. 

Now the men were all like women, 

Only used their tongues for weapons. 

She was thinking of a hunter. 

From another tribe and country. 

Young, and tall, and very handsome, 

Who, one morning in the spring-time, 

Came to buy her father's arrows, 

Sat and rested in the wigwam. 

Lingered long about the doorway, 

Looking back as he departed. 

She had heard her father praise him, 

Praise his courage, and his wisdom : 

Would he come again for arrows 

To the Falls of Minnehaha ? 

On the mat her hands lay idle. 

And her eyes were very dreamy. 

Through their thoughts they heard a footstep, 

Heard a rustling in the branches. 

And with glowing cheek and forehead, 

With the deer upon his shoulders. 

Suddenly firom out the woodlands, 

Hiawatlui stood before them. 
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XXXVU—THE SAME, CONCLUDED. 

Straight the ancient arrow maker 
Looked up gravely from his labor, 
Laid aside the miiinished arrow, 
Bade him enter at the doorway, 
Saying, as he rose to meet him, 
" Hiawatha, you are welcome." 
At the feet of Laughing Water 
Hiawatha laid his burden. 
Threw the red deer from his shoulders ; 
And the maiden looked up at him. 
Looked up from her mat of rushes. 
Said with gentle look and accent, 
" You are welcome, Hiawatha." 
Very spacious was the wigwam. 
Made of deer skin dressed and whitened. 
With the gods of the Dacotahs 
Drawn and painted on its curtains ; 
And so tall the. doorway, hardly 
Hiawatha stooped to enter. 
Hardly touched his eagle feathers, 
As he entered at the doorway. 
Then uprose the Laughing Water 
From the ground, &ir Minnehaha, 
Laid aside her mat unfbiished. 
Brought forth food and set before them. 
Water brought them from the brooklet. 
Gave them food in earthen vessels, 
Gave them drink in bowls of bass-wood, 
Listened while the guest was speaking, 
Listened while her father answered, 
But not once her lips she opened, 
Not a single word she uttered. 
Yes, as in a dream she listened 
8* 
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To the words of Hiawatha, 

As he talked of old Nokomis, 

Who had nursed him in his childhood, 

Ab he told of his companions, 

And of happiness and plenty, 

In the land of the Ojibways, 

In the pleasant land and peaceful. 

" After many years of warfare, 

Many years of strife and bloodshed. 

There is peace between the Ojibways 

And the tribe of the Dacotahs." 

Thus continued Hiawatha, 

And then added, speaking slowly, 

" That this peace may last forever, 

And our hands be clasped more closely, 

And our hearts be more united. 

Give me as my wife this maiden, 

Minnehaha, Laughing Water, 

Loveliest of Dacotah women.** 

And the ancient arrow maker 

Paused a moment ere he answered. 

Smoked a little while in silence, 

Looked at Hiawatha proudly, 

Fondly looked at Laughing Water, 

And made answer very gravely, 

" Yes, if Minnehaha wishes ; 

Let your heart speak, Minnehaha." 

And the lovely Laughing Water 

Seemed more lovely, as she stood there, 

Neither willing nor reluctant. 

As she went to Hiawatha, 

Softly took the seat beside him. 

While she said, and blushed to say it, 

" I will follow you, my husband." 

Thus was Hiawatha's wooing ; 

Thus it was he won the daughter 
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Of the ancient arrow maker. 
In the land of the Daootahs. 
From the wigwam he departed, 
Leading with him Langhmg Water ; 
Hand in hand they went together, 
Through the woodland and the meadow, 
Left the old man standing lonelj 
At the doorway of his wigwam, 
Heard the Falls of Minnehaha 
Calling to them from the distance, 
Crying to them fix>m afar off, 
" Fare thee well, O Minnehaha." 
And the ancient arrow maker. 
Tamed again unto his lahor, 
Sat down by his sunny doorway. 
Murmuring to himself, and saying, 
'< Thus it is our daughters leave us ; 
Those we love, and those who love us, 
Just when they have learned to help us, 
When we are old and lean upon them. 
Comes a youth with flaunting feathers. 
With his flute of reeds, a stranger 
Wanders piping through the village. 
Beckons to the fsdrest maiden, 
And she follows where he leads her. 
Leaving all things for the stranger.** 
Pleasant was the journey homeward, 
Through interminable forests. 
Over meadow, over mountain. 
Over river, hill, and hollow. 
Short it seemed to Hiawatha, 
Though they journeyed very slowly. 
Though his pace he checked and slackened 
To the steps of Laughing Water. 
Over wide and rushing rivers 
In his arms he bore the maiden ; 
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Light he thought her as a feather^ 
As the plume upon his head-gear ; 
Cleared the tangled pathway for her. 
Bent aside the swaying branches. 
Made at night a lodge of branches. 
And a bed with boughs of hemlock. 
And a fire before the doorway 
With the dry oones of the pine tree. 
Ail the travelling winds went with them^ 
O'er the meadows, through the forest ; 
All the stars of night looked at them. 
Watched with sleepless eyes the lovefs ; 
All the birds sang loud and sweetly, 
Songs of happiness and heart's ease ; 
Sang the bluebird, sang the robin, 
" Happy are you, Hiawatha, 
Having such a wife to love you ;. 
Happy are you, Laughing Water, 
Having such a noble husband." 
From the sky the sun, ben^ant, 
Looked upon them through the brandkei^ 
Saying to them, " my children. 
Love is sunshine, hate is shadow ; 
Life is checkered shade and sunshine ; 
Rule by love, O Hiawatha.'* 
From the sky the moon looked at them. 
Filled the lodge with mystic splendors. 
Whispered to them, " O my children. 
Day is restless, night is quiet^ 
Man imperious, woman feeble ; 
Half is mine, although I follow': 
Rule by patience, Laughing Water." 
Thus it was they journeyed homeward. 
Thus it was that Hiawatha 
To the lodge of old Nokomis 
Btmi^ the moonlight, starlight, fireli^t^ 
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Brongbt the sunlight of his people, 
Minnehaha, Laughing Water, 
Handsomest of all the women 
In the land of the Dacotahs, 
In the land of handsome women. 



XXXVHL— ACCOUNT OF ALEXANDER SELKHOL 

Chahbebs'b Jodbnal. 

This singular man, whose solitary residence in the Island of 
Juan Fernandez suggested the matchless fiction of Robinson 
Crusoe, was bom in 1676, at Largo, a village in Scotland. He 
was a restless and troublesome youth, of a quarrelsome temper, 
and almost always engaged in mischief. His faults of charac- 
ter were aggravated by the injudicious severity of his father, 
whose iron strictness of rule produced upon the rebellious 
nature of his son an effect different from what was intended. 
The bo3r's own wish was to go to sea ; but his father desired 
to keep him at home as an assistant in his own trade, which 
was that of a shoemaker. But when the lad grew up, and he 
became his own master, he followed the profession which he 
preferred. Having been for some years at sea, he was at 
length employed as a sailing master on board one of two armed 
vessels sent out by England to annoy the Spanish possessions 
on the coast of South America ; the two countries being then 
at war. 

Selkirk's residence on his solitary island was not in conse- 
quence of shipwreck, as might naturally be supposed, but was 
the act of his own deliberate choice, in order to escape from the 
intolerable tyranny and brutality of his commanding officer, a 
man named Stradling. After cruising for some time along th 
coast of Chili, Selkirk's vessel went to the Island of Ju 
Fernandez to refit. While there, Selkirk formed the res^ 
tion to remain upon the island. Accordingly, when the v^ 
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was about to depart, he went into a boat tralb dl his effects, 
and was rowed ashore under the direction of the captain. This 
was in the month of October, 1704. 

His first sensation on binding was one of jpjy arising fix>m 
a sense of being relieved from the annojaaces under which he 
had so long suffered ; but he no sooner heard the sound of the 
receding oars, than the sense of solitude and helplessness fell 
upon his mind, and made him rush into the water to entreat 
his oompanimis to take him once more on board. The brutal 
conmiander only made this change of resolution a subject of 
mockery, ai)d told him it would be best for the remainder of 
the crew diat so troublesome a fellow should remain where 
he was. 

Here, then, was a single human being left to provide for his 
own subsistence upon an uninhabited and uncultivated island, 
far from all haunts of his kind, and with but fidnt hopes of 
ever again mingling with his fellow-creatures. Vigorous as 
the mind of Selkirk appears to have been, it sank for some 
days under the horrors of his situation, and he could do notli- 
ing but sit upon his chest, and gaze in the direction in which 
the ship had vanished, vainly hoping fi)r its return. On partly 
recovering his equanimity, he found it necessary to consider 
how he should support life. The stores which he had brought 
ashore consisted, besides his clothing and bedding, of a gun, a 
pound of gunpowder, a quantity of bullets, a fiint and steel, a 
few pounds of tobacco, a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a can, a 
Bible, some books of devotion, and one or two concerning navi- 
gation, and his mathematical instruments. 

He knew that the island contained wild goats ; but being un- 
willing to lose the chance of observing a passing sail, he pre- 
ferred for a long time feeding upon shell fish and seals, which 
he found upon the shore. The island, which is rugged and 
picturesque, but covered with luxuriant vegetation, and clothed 
with wood to the tops of the hills, was now in all the bloom 
and freshness of spring; but upon the dejected solitary its 
charms were spent in vain. He could only wander along the 
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»■ 
beach, p^ mg for the approach of some friendly vea 

might restore him to the society of his fellow-creatun 

At length the necessity of providing a shelter 
weather supplied him with an occupation that servei 
measure to divert his thoughts. He built himself 
with the wood of the pimento tree, thatching them 
long grass which grows upon the island. One wa i 
him as a kitchen, the other as a bedroom. But ; 
day for the first eighteen months, he spent more oi 
upon the beach waiUng £)r the appearance of a sai 
hcHdzon. ' 

At the end of that time, partly through habit, par i 
the influence of religion, which here exerted its I 
vpon his mind, he became reconciled to his sitoatu i 
morning, after rising, he read a portion of Script i 
psalm, and prayed, ^peaking aloud, in order to p ! 
use of his voice. He af))erwards remarked that I 
residence on the island he was a better Christian i i 
ever been before, or would probably ever be again 

He lived much upon turtles, which abounde 
shores ; but afterwards he found himself able to r 
wild goats, of which he kept a small stock tamed i 
dwelling, to be used in the event of his being disal i 
ness. He suffered much inconvenience at first fr 
ef salt ; but he gradually became accustomed to tl 
and at last found so much relish in unsalted food, i 
life he found it difioolt to take any other. As a i i 
bread, he had turnips, parsnips, and the cabbage 
excellent quality, and also radishes and water-crei 

When his dbthes were worn out, he supplie( i 
with goat skins, which gave him an appearance : i 
than that of any wild animal. He had a piece < i 
which he made new shirts by means of a nail aj 1 
of his stockings ; and he never wanted this com: 
of attire during the whole period of his residence 1 
Every physical want being thus gratified, and his > 
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bj devotional feeling, he at length began to posidyelj enjoy 
his existence, often lying for whole days in the delicious 
bowers which he had formed for himself, rapt in the most 
pleasant sensations. 

Among the quadmped inhabitants of the island were multi- 
fades of rats, which at first annoyed him by gnawing his feet 
while asleep. He freed himself &om the presence of these 
enemies by catchingknd taming some of the cats which also 
abounded in the neighborhood. He amused himself by hunt- 
ing on foot, in which he at length, through healthy exercise 
and habit, became such a proficient that he could run down 
the swiftest goat. 

He was careful to measure the lapse of time, and distin- 
guished Sunday from the other days in the week. Anxious^ 
in the midst of all his indiffer^ioe to society, that, in the event 
of his dying in solitude, his having lived there might not be 
unknown to his fellow-creatures, he carved his name upon a 
number of trees, adding the date of his being left, and the 
space of time which had since elapsed. When his knife was 
worn out, he made new ones out of somerp^on hoops which he 
found on the shore. 

Selkirk's solitary life upon the island continued for four 
years and four months; at the end of which time he was 
found by two British vessels which touched there. He lived 
about ten years after his restoration to society. He attracted 
much attention on account of his singular adventures, and 
many persons of distinction visited him to hear his story from 
his own lips. His manners were peculiar and reserved ; and 
it appeared that his long seclusion from his fellow-men had in 
some degree unfitted him firom mingling with theoL 
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XXXrX. — VERSES SUPPOSED TO BE WRITTET 
ALEXANDER SELKIRX, DURING mS SOLITARY A 
IN THE ISLAND OF JUAN FERNANDEZ. 

Copper. 

[Wflliam Oowper, an English poet, vraa born in 1731, and died in 180(1 III 
ia^ ranarkable for ita religious tone, its vigorous style, and its accurate pictui 
ture. There is a little ambiguity in the title to this poem. No one ever supp : 
these verses were actually written by Alexander Selkirk, but the meaning is, 1 
express the sentiments he may be imagined to have &lt while on his solitu^ I 

I AM monarch of all I survey ; 

My right there is none to dispute ; 
From the centre all round to the sea, 

I am lord of the fowl and the brute. 

Solitude ! where are the charms 
That sages have seen in thy face ? 

Better dwell in the midst of alarms 
Than reign in this horrible place. 

1 am out of Humanity's reach ; 

I must finish my journey alone ; 
Never hear the sweet music of speech ; 

I start at the sound of my own. 
The beasts that roam over the plain 

My form with indiiSerence see : 
They are so unacquainted with man, 

Their tameness is shocking to me. 

Society, friendship, and love, 

Divinely bestowed upon man, 
O, had I the wings of a dove. 

How soon would I taste you again ! 
My sorrows I then might assuage 

In the way of reli^on and truth ; 
Might learn from the wisdom of age, 

And be cheered by the sallies of youth. 
9 
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Beli^on I what treasure untold 

Resides in that heavenly word! 
More precious than silver or gold, 

Or all that this earth can afford. 
But the sound of the church-going bell 

These valleys and rocks never heard. 
Ne'er sighed at the sound of a knell, 

Or smiled when a Sabbath appeared. 

Te winds, that have made me your sport. 

Convey to this desolate shore 
Some cordial, endearing report 

Of a land I shall visit no more. 
My friends, do they now and then send 

A wish or a thought after me ? 
O, tell me I yet have a friend. 

Though a friend I am never to see. 

How fleet is a glance of the mind 1 

Compared with the speed of its flight, 
The tempest itself lags behind, 

And the swift-winged arrows of light 
When I think of my own native land. 

In a moment I seem to be there ; 
But, alas I recollection at hand 

Soon hurries me back to despair. 

But the sea fowl is gone to her nest, 

The beast is laid down in his lair ; 
Even here is a season of rest. 

And I to my cabin repair. 
There is mercy in every place ; 

And mercy (encouraging thought I) 
Gives even affliction a grace, 

And reconciles man to his lot 
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XL.— HOW BRUIN T HE B EAR SPED WITH RENARD 
THE FOX. 

[Thifextniet la tekan tnm a» XngUdLTonion of The most DalectaUa Hbtocj of 
Benacd the Fox, one of the most popular books of the middle ages. It waa written 
fong befinre the tnTention of printing) but it to not known with certainty when it flrat 
•ppaarad, or who the author was. He haa been claimed bj Germany, Holland, and 
Belgium. It has been translated into many langnages ; and there are versions both 
tn prose and Terse. It is a story in which animals are the actors, and in the eooraa 
of it, their Tariooa peeuliarltiea are illiutrated. The lion is king; and mneh of the 
narrative is taken up with an account of the attempts made to bring the fox before the 
loyal court, to answer charges against him, and the tricks and devioea by which he 
•iides tte several amnmonses. Much of its popularity was owing to the fkct that it 
contained many satirical reflections upon kings, courts, and governments.] 

The next morning, away went Brain the bear, in qnest of 
Eenard the fox. Passing throagh a dark forest where Benard 
had a by-path, to be used when he was hunted, he saw a high 
mountain, over which he must pass to go to Malepardus. Now 
Renard had many houses, but Malepardus was his chief and 
most ancient castle, and he lived in it both fbr safety and ease. 

When Bruin arrived, he ibund the gates shut. Then he 
knocked, and called aloud, ^Sir Benard, are you at home? 
I am Bruin, your kinsman, whom the king hath sent to summon 
you to the court, to answer many grave accusations brought 
against you. His highness hath taken a vow, that if you Ml 
to obey his summons, your life shall answer for your contempt ; 
therefore, fair kinsman, be advised by your friend, and go with 
me to the court.** 

Benard, as was his custom, was lying dose within the gate 
fbr the sake of the sun ; and hearing these words, he departed 
into one of his holes ; &r his castle is full of curious and intri- 
wiite rooms, through which he could escape when danger 
threatened. There he mused within himself how he might 
counterplot and disgrace the bear, who, he knew, loved him 
not, and brmg himself to honor. 

At last he came forth, and said, '^ Dear unde Bruin, you are 
exceedingly welcome ; pardon my slowness in coming. He 
that hath sent you this long and weary journey hath done you 
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no good service ; jour toil and labor do far exceed the worth 
of the object* If you had not come, I should have been at the 
court to-morrow of my own accord ; yet I am not sorry you 
have come, for at this time your advice may be useful to me. 
I wish for your sake we were already at the court ; for I fear 
I shall be troublesome to you on the journey ; since I have 
abstcdned from eating ilesh, I have taken such strange new 
food that I am much disordered/' "My dear cousin," said 
the bear, " what food is this which so much distempers you ? " 
" Uncle,*' replied the fox, " what profit will it be for you to 
know ? It was mean and simple food ; we poor fellows are 
not lords, as you know ; we eat that from necessity which others 
eat from caprice ; it was honeycomb, large and frdl, and so 
good that, forced by hunger, I ate greedily/' 

^^ Ah," quoth Bruin, " honeycomb ! Do you speak so slight- 
ingly of that ? Why, it is food for the greatest emperor in the 
world. Fair nephew, help me to some of that honey, and I 
will be your slave forever/' " Sure, uncle," said the fox, " you 
do but jest with me/' "I do not jest," replied Bruin, " for I 
am in such serious earnest, that for one lick thereof you shall 
make me the most faithfril of all your kindred." '^ Nay," said 
the fox, " if you be in earnest, I wiQ show you where there is 
so much that ten of you shall not be able to devour it." " Not 
ten of us ? " said the bear ; " that is impossible ; for if I had all 
the honey between Hybla * and Portugal, I could in a short 
time eat it up by myself." " Well then, uncle," quoth the fox, 
'^ there dwelleth near here a husbandman named Lanfert, who 
is owner of so much honey that you could not eat it in seven 
years ; and this I will put you id possession of." Bruin, mad 
for the honey, vowed that, for one good meal of it, he would 
not only be Eenard's faithful friend, but that he would stop 
the mouths of all his foes. The fox, smiling at lus easy belief, 
said, " If you want seven tons, uncle, you shaJl have it" These 
words pleased the bear so well, and made him so meny, that 
he could not stand for laughing. 

« A place in Sicily famous fo^ ^^ lioney. 



« Well," thought the fox, « this is lucky ; surely I wiU lead 
him where he shall laugh to another tune." And then he said, 
^^ Unde, we must lose no time, and I will do for your sake 
what I would not do for any other of my kindred." The bear 
gave him many thanks, and so away they went ; the fox prom- 
ising him as much honey as he could eat. At last they reached 
Lanfert's house, the sight whereof made the bear rejoice. 

Now Lanfert was a stout carpenter, and he had brought 
into his yard, the day before, a large oak, which he had begun 
to cleave, and had driven two wedges into it, so that the clef^ 
stood wide open. At this the fox was very glad, and with a 
smiling face he said to the bear, " Behold this tree ; there is 
so much honey within, that it cannot be measured ; try if you 
can get into it. But be careful of yourself, and eat moder- 
ately ; for although the combs be good and sweet, yet a surfeit 
is dangerous, and may hurt you." 

" No fear of that," said the bear ; " I am not such a fool as 
not to be able to control my appetite." With that he thrust 
his head into the cleft, quite beyond his ears. When the fox 
saw this, he pulled the wedges out of the tree, so that he locked 
the bear fast therein, where, with his scratching and tearing, 
he made such a noise, that Lanfert in amaze came out of his 
house with a sharp hook in his hand, whilst Bruin lay helpless, 
roaring and howling within the tree. The fox, afar off, seeing 
the man, said mockingly to the bear, "Is the honey good, 
uncle ? I beseech you, do not eat too much. Nice things are 
apt to surfeit ; and it may hinder your journey to the court if 
you eat t«o much. When Lanfert cometh, he will give you 
some drink to wash it down." And having said this, he went 
away to his own castle. 

Lanfert, finding the bear fast in the log, ran to his neighbors, 
and begged them to come into his yard. " For," said he, " there 
is a bear fast caught there." Which being noised throughout 
the town, there was no man, woman, or child, but ran there ; 
some with goads, some with staves, and some with stakes, and 
whatever they could lay hands cm. This host put Bruin in 
9* 
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great fear, and hearing the noise come thundering about him, 
he dragged and pulled so hard, that he got out his head, but 
left behind him his ears and skin, so that a more wretched 
beast was never seen. While m this sad plight, Lanfert and 
all the parish fell upon him, and cudgelled him so that his life 
was in danger. At last he escaped from them, and leaped 
into the adjoining river, and so swam away. With infinite toil 
and pain, he made his way back to the lion's court, bitterly 
cursing the honey tree, and the fox that had betrayed him. 



XII. — THE CHAMELEON. 

MSBBICK. 

[Juum Merrick, the author of this popular poem, was an English clergyman, txxm 
In 1720, died in 1768.] 

Oft has it been my lot to mark 
A proud, conceited, talking spark, 
With eyes that hardly served at most 
To guard their master 'gainst a post ; 
Yet round the world the blade has been, 
To see whatever could be seen. 
Returning from his finished tour, 
Grown ten times perter than be&re^ 
Whatever word you chance to drop. 
The travelled fool your mouth will stop : 
" Sir, if my judgment you'll allow— 
I've seen — and sure I ought to know.** — 
So begs you'd pay a due submission, 
And acquiesce in his decision. 

Two travellers of such a cast. 
As o'er Arabia's wilds they passed, 
And on their way, in friendly chat, 
Now talked of this, and then of that ; 
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Discoursed a while, 'mongst other matter, 
Of the chameleon's form and nature* 
" A stranger animal," cries one, 
^ Sure never lived beneath the sun ; 
A lizard's body, lean and long, 
A fish's head, a serpent's tongue. 
Its foot with triple claw disjoined ; 
And what a length of tail behind ! 
How slow its pace ! and then its hue — 
Who ever saw so fine a blue ? " — 
" Hold there,** the other quick replies, 
" "lis green ; I saw it with these eyes, 
As late with open mouth it lay. 
And warmed it in the sunny ray ; 
Stretched at its ease the beast I viewed, 
And saw it eat the air for food." — 
" I've seen it, sir, as well as you. 
And must again affirm it blue ; 
At leisure I the beast surveyed 
Extended in the cooling shade.'* 
" 'Tis green, 'tis green, sir, I assure ye." 
" Green ! " cries the other in a fury : 
^ Why, sir, d'ye think Pve lost my eyes ? " 
" 'Twere no great loss," the friend replies ; 
" For if they always serve you thus. 
You'll find them of but little use." 
So high at last the contest rose^ 
From words they almost oame to blows : 
When, luckily, came by a third; 
To him the question they referred. 
And begged he'd tell them, if he knew, 
Whether the thing was green or blue. 
** Sirs," cries the umpire, " cease your j 
The creature's neither one nor t'other. 
I caught the animal last night, 
And viewed it o'er by candle light ; 
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I marked it well ; 'twas black as jet 
You stare ; but, sirs, Tve got it yet. 
And can produce it" — " Pray, sir, do ; 
m lay my life the thing is blue." 
^ And m be sworn, that when you Ve seen 
The reptile, you'll pronounce him green." 
" Well, then, at once to ease the doubt," 
Beplies the man, '' I'll turn him out ; 
And when before your eyes Tve set him. 
If you don't find him black, I'll eat him." 
He said ; and full before their sight 
Produced the beast, and lo ! — 'twas white. 
Both stared ; the man looked wondrous wise : 
" My children," the chameleon cries, 
(Then first the creature found a tongue,) 
^ You all are right, and all are wrong : 
When next you talk of what you view, 
Think others see as well as you : 
Nor wonder if you find that none 
Prefers your eyesight to his own." 



XLH. — THE ONE-HANDED FLUTE PLAYER. 

NXW MONTHLT BiAOAznnB. 

Having strolled through the greater part of Normandy, 
eaten my fill of apples in the orchards which skirt its level 
highways, and drank cider to my heart's content at the village 
inns, I found myself on a fine evening in October, approaching 
the village of Arques,* memorable for a brilliant victory of 
Henry IV. It is a place not more remarkable for its historical 
interest than it is rich in natural beauties. The ruins of an 
old castle overhang the village on the right, and I wound my 
way up the eminence on which they stand, for the purpose of 
exploring them. 

♦ Pronounced 4r^ 
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While I stood musing ^ in the open air, where the scent 
comes and goes like the warbUng of music," the soft sounds of 
a flute came faintly towards me, breathing a tone of such pecu- 
liar and melting expression as I thought I had never before 
heard. Having for some time listened in great delight, a sud- 
den pause ensued ; the strain then changed from sad to gay, 
not abruptly, but by a running cadence that gently lifted the 
soul from its languor, and thrilled through every fibre of 
feeling. 

I descended the hiU towards the village in a pace lively and 
free as the measure of the music that impelled me. When I 
reached the level ground, and came into the straggling street, 
the warblings ceased. A few peasant women were seated at 
the doors of their respective habitations, while half a dozen 
children gambolled on the grass plot in the middle of the open 
place. I sought in vain among these objects to discover the 
musician ; and not willing to disturb my pleased sensations by 
commonplace questionings, I wandered about, looking, in a 
sort of semi-romantic mood, at every antiquated casement. 
Fronting the church, and close to its western side, an arched 
entrance caught my particular attention, from its old yet perfect 
workmanship, and I stopped to examine it, throwing occasional 
glances through the trellis work in the middle of the gate, 
which gave a view of a court yard and house within. Fart 
of the space in fix>nt was arranged as a garden ; and a vener- 
able old man was busily employed in watering some flowers. 
A pretty young woman stood beside him, with a child in her 
aims ; two others were playing near ; and close at hand was 
a man about thirty years of age, who was contemplating the 
group with a complacent smile. 

His figure was in part concealed firom me ; but he observed 
me, and immediately lefl the others, and walked down the 
gravel path to accost me. I read his intention in his look? 
and stood still. As he advanced from his concealed positio 
I saw that his left leg was a wooden one. His right arm v 
courteously waved towards me, but his left was wanting. 
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was bareheaded, and his eurled brown hair showed a Ibi^eliead 
that a phr^okgist would have adsujred. His feafcures weie 
all of manly heauij. His mustaehios, militarj jacket, and 
tight pantaloon with red edging, told ^lat he was not ^ ear- 
tailed of man's &ir proportion'' by an j Tiilgar accident cf Mfe ; 
and the cross of honor, suspended to his batten hole, ini^ed 
the brief abstract o£ his history. 

A few w<»ds of apology on m(y part, and of inyitation obl 
his, ended in my accompanying him towards the house ; and as 
I moved from lus left side to his ri^t, to etifer ooe of my arms 
to his OTify one, I saw a anile on the eounteaanee of his pretty 
wife, and another on that of his old &ther, and my good foot- 
ing with the family was secured. We stored die hall — a 
large, bleak anteroom, with three or four old portraks jnool- 
dering on the waUs. 

We then passed to the rights into a spadous chamber, which 
was onoe, no doubt, the gorgeously decorated drawing room of 
some prou^y-titled occupier. The nobility of its present 
tenant is of a different kind ; and its fonutoro is confined to 
two or three tables, twice as many chairs, a comer cupboard, 
and a secretary. A Spanish guitar was suspended to a hook 
over the marble mantel piece ; a violin la^ on one table, and 
fixed to the edge of the other was a sort of wooden vice, into 
which was screwed a flute of concert size, with three finger 
.hc^es, and eleven brass keys, and of a most curious and elabo- 
j?ate construction. 

It is useless to make a mystery of wliat the reader has 
already divined : my cme-le^ed, one-armed host was the 
owner of this complicated macbine, and the p^ormer on it, 
whose wcmderful tone and execution had caused me so much 
pleasure. But what will be said when I tell the astonished, 
but perhaps incredulous public, that his ^^ good right hand " 
was the sole and simple one that bored and polished the wood, 
turned the keys and the ivory that united the joints, and ac« 
complished the entire arrangement of an instrument unrivalled, 
I must believe, in ingeDuity and peifoelion 1 Being but an 



THB SECOND CLA8S BBADBB. 

indifTerent musician, and worse mechanic, I shall no 
minutely to describe the peculiarities of this marvel 
Nothing could be more true, more tasteful, or more i 
than was his execution ; nothing more picturesque o 
iBg than his figure, as he bent down to the instnune] 
devotion to his art. 

This remarkable man is a half-pay colonel in tl 
service, though a Grerman by birth. His limbs rec 
summary amputation by two quick-sent cannon sh< 
battle of Presden, I believe. Since he was disabl 
lived in his present retirement, 

** pasBing rich with forty pounds a year ; " 

and happy it is for him that nature endowed him v 
ful and mechanical mind, while art Aimished hu 
knowledge of music without which his life would 1 
burden. 

I do not consider myself at liberty to enter into 
lars of his eventful story, which he told with gret 
and simplicity. But with regard to his flute playj 
ally brought the moisture to my eyes by the toucl 
in which he recounted his despair on discovering 
lost his arm; the leg was in comparison an 
memb^. It needs not be told that he was an i 
music; and, when he believed himself thus dep 
best enjoyment of his life, he was almost distrac 
feverish sleep snatched at intervals from suffei 
constandy to dream that he was listening to delic 
in which he was, as he had been wont, a princip 
Strains of more than earthly harmony seemt 
floating round him, and his own flute was ever tl 
strument He awoke in ecstasy ; the tones vib 
upon his brain ; but, recalled to sensation by a u 
pain and mental agony, his inefficient stump gav 
to aU his dreamy paradise ; and the gallant 
jBdldter wept like an in£ant for whole hours toget 
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XTiTTT.— THE WHALE PISHERY. 

NO&TH Amxrioan Bkvisw. 

The method of taking the whale, as practised by all nations, 
and for every spedes, is nearly as follows : The whale is com- 
pelled to come frequently to the surface, for the purpose of 
breathing. The nearest boat approaches from behind, from, 
which the harpoon is launched into the huge carcass. This it 
is almost impossible to disengage, it being provided with two 
strong barbs. If not instantly kiUed, the whale sinks, and 
sinks often to a great depth. Exhausted by the immense 
superincumbent pressure of the water, he sometimes comes up 
dead. Frequently he sinks only a short distance ; but as soon 
as he rises, the whalemen endeavor to plunge into him the 
lance, an instrument of the finest steel, sharpened with the 
keenness of the surgeon's lancet. 

Attached to the harpoon is a line, which, as the animal is 
disposed to sink or dash through the waves, is suffered to run 
loose around a small post in the stem of the boat; and it 
often flies with such rapidity that the harpooner is enveloped 
in smoke, and it frequently becomes necessary to pour on water, 
to prevent the friction from generating flame. They often bind 
line after line together. If the line becomes entangled while 
the whale is sinking, the boat sometimes rears one end aloft, 
and makes a majestic dive into the deep. In the contest the 
boat is sometimes dashed to shivers, and the men experience 
no pleasant immersion, if they are fortunate enough to escape 
without broken limbs. 

The whale, stung with the fatal wound, sometimes dashes 
along the surface with a deathlike energy ; and the little boat, 
almost under water, flies with the velocity of the wind. If 
he escape, he escapes with a prize on which he has no cause 
of congratulation ; for he carries, deeply buried in his body, one 
or more of the sharp instruments, and drags off several hundred 
fathoms of rope. Our whalemen have found irons in the 
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carcass of a whale, known to have been planted th< 
years before, on another ocean. As the warp flie 
times throws its coils around the body of a man, an* 
him over in a moment, carries him into the ocean dc 
which he never more emerges. Sometimes it onl\ 
or breaks the legs and arms of the unfortunate m<! 
come entangled in the folds. 

A captain of a New London ship was caught b j 
of the warp, one around his body, and another aroi ; 
He had the presence of mind immediately to seiz< 
and after a while succeeded in cutting himself loos 
carried, however, to a great depth, and when he ret : 
surface, was almost exhausted. The whale, whe 
desperation, makes an onset with his mouth only 
crushes a boat to atoms, and the men escape by j i 
the sea. A sperm whale destroyed two boats of i 
ship, and then attacked the ship ; but being obi: < 
over nearly on his back to use the under jaw, wi i 
does execution, he made little impression on the v i 

The whaler sometimes roams for montlis wit i 
his prey ; but he is buoyed up by the expectati i 
reaping the profits of a great voyage. To som 
pursuit of such gigantic game has a tinge of t 
There must be a thrilling excitement in the adver 

** ^c blood more stirs 
To rouse a lion than to start a hare.'* 

Many become passionately attached to the bus! 
standing its privations, and reluctantly leave it a i 
have moments of most pleasing anxiety, and un 
incidents of the most enlivening cast 

On the south-east coast of Africa is Delego i 
smooth place, frequented by vessels from varioi i 
world. In this bay, a few years since,* a whale 

• Written in 1334. 
10 
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almost equally distant from an American and an English ship. 
From both the boats were lowered, manned, and pushed off in 
an instant They sped with the velocity of the wind. The 
English, at first ahead, perceiving their rivals gaining on them, 
bore wide off to keep them out of reach of the whale. When 
the two boats were nearly abreast, one of the American sailors 
leaped from his seat, and with extraordinary agility hurled the 
ponderous harpoon over the English boat. It struck the 
monster in the vital part ; the English boat shrunk back under 
the warp ; * the waves were crimsoned with blood ; and the 
American took possession, while the whole bay echoed and 
reechoed with repeated shouts of applause. 



XLIV.— (5ELERT. 

Spsztoeb. 

[From a Tolome of poems pnbliBhed in England, In 1835. William Robert gpeaoer. 
the author died in the preceding year.] 

The spearman heard the bugle sound, 

And cheerly smiled the mom, 
And many a brach,t and many a hound, 

Attend Llewellyn's horn. 

And still he blew a louder blast. 

And gave a louder cheer ; 
" Come, Gelert ! why art thou the last 

Llewellyn's horn to hear ? 

" O, where does faithful Gelert roam ? 

The flower of all his race ! 
So true, so brave — a lamb at home, 

A lion in the chase ! " 

* Warpt the line attac)ied to the harpoon, 
t A female hound ; pronounoecL l^ivike. 
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That day Llewellyn little loved 

The chase of hart or hare ; 
And scant and small the hooty proved, 

For Gelert was not there. 

Unpleased, Llewellyn homeward hied, 
When, near the portal seat, 

His truant Gelert he espied. 
Bounding his lord to greet. 

But when he gained the castle door. 

Aghast the chieftain stood : 
The hound was smeared with drops of g 

His lips and fangs ran blood. 

Llewellyn gazed with wild surprise. 
Unused such looks to meet ; 

His favorite checked his joyful guise, 
And crouched and licked his feet. 

Onward in haste Llewellyn passed, 

(And on went Gelert too ;) 
And still, where'er his eyes were cast. 

Fresh blood drops shocked his view. 

O'ertumed his infant's bed he found. 
The blood-stained cover rent. 

And all around the walls and ground 
With recent blood besprent. 

He called his child — no voice replied 
He searched — with terror wild ; 

Blood ! blood ! he found on every 8id< 
But nowhere found the child ! 

" Monster, by thee my child's devoure 
The frantic father cried, 
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And to the hilt his vengeful sword 
He plunged in Gelert's side. 

His suppliant, as to earth he felly 

No pity could impart ; 
But still his Gelert's dying yeU 

Passed heavy o'er his heart. 

Aroused by Gelert's dying yell, 
Some slumberer wakened nigh : 

What words the parent's joy can tell 
To hear his infant cry ! 

Concealed beneath a mangled heap 
His hurried search had missed, 

All glowing from his rosy sleep, 
His cherub boy he kissed. 

Nor scratch had he, nor harm, nor dread ; 

But the same couch beneath 
Lay a great wolf, all torn and dead — 

Tremendous still in death. 

Ah, what was then Llewellyn's pain ! 

For now the truth was clear ; 
The gallant hound the wolf had slain 

To save Llewllyn's heir. 

Vain, vain was all Llewellyn's woe — 

" Best of thy kind, adieu ! 
The frantic deed which laid thee low 

This heart shall ever rue." 

And now a gallant tomb they raise. 
With costly sculpture decked, 

And marbles, storied with his prtus^ 
Poor Gelert's bones protect 
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Here never could the spearman pass, 

Or forester, unmoved ; 
Here oft the tear-besprinkled grass 

Llewellyn's sorrow proved. 

.And here he hung his horn and spear ; 

And oft, as evening fell. 
In fancy's piercmg sounds would hear 

Poor Gelert's dying yell. 



XLV.— HAPPY FAIVOLIES OF ANBL 

Chambers's Miscellany. 

In walking through London, we may occasion; 
crowd of "persons collected round a large cage, 
variety of animals usually considered as opposite 
cilable in. their natures — such as cats, pigeons, 
pigs, rabbits, owls, canary birds, and other sn: 
The men who exhibit these collections of anim 
Happy Families^ from the perfectly good temp< 
happiness in which they appear to dwell togethe 

What is it that produces such a harmony ai 
natures? Kindness, The animals, individuall 
with great kindness by, their proprietors, and 
prospect of little rewards, to conduct themseh 
wards each other. By this mode of treatment 
trained to perform very remarkable feats ; 
mention a case in which a boy was enabled 
strong degree the affection of these animals. 

Francesco Michelo * was the only son of a 
resided at Tempio, a town in the Island o\ 
had two sisters younger than himself, and ha 

* Pronounced Franchesco Meeka'U), 
10* 
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Iiis tenth year, when a fire which broke out in the house of his 
father, reduced it to ashes, and consumed the unfortunate car- 
penter in the ruins. Totally ruined by this frightful event, 
the whole family were lefl destitute, and forced to implore the 
charity of strangers, in order to supply the urgent necessities 
of each succeeding day. 

At lengthy tired of his vain attempts to support his indigent 
parent by the extorted kindness of others, and grieved at see- 
ing her and his sisters pining in want before his eyes, necessity 
and tenderness conspired to urge him to exertion and ingenuity. 
He made with laths, and with some little difficulty, a cage of 
considerable dimensions, and furnished it with every requisite 
for the reception of birds ; and when spring returned, he pro- 
ceeded to the woods in the vicinity of Tempio, and set himself 
industriously to secure their nests of young. As he was skil- 
ful at the task, and of great activity, it was not long before he be- 
came tolerably successful : he climbed from tree to tree, and sel- 
dom returned without his cage being well stored with chaffinch- 
es, linnets, blackbirds, wrens, ring doves, and pigeons. Every 
week, Francesco and his sisters carried their little favorites to 
the market of Sussari, and generally disposed of those which 
were most attractive and beautiful. 

The object of their desires was to be able to support their 
helpless parent ; but still, all the assistance they were able to 
procure for her was far from being adequate to supply her nu- 
merous wants. In this dilemma, Francesco conceived a new and 
original method of increasing his gains ; necessity is the mother 
of invention, and he meditated no less a project than to train a 
young Angora cat to live harmlessly in the midst of his favor- 
ite songsters. Such is the force of habit, such the power of 
education, that, by slow degrees, he taught the mortal enemy 
of his winged pets to live, to drink, to eat, and to sleep in tlie 
midst of his little charges, without once attempting to devour 
or injure them. The cat, which he called Bianca, suffered the 
little birds to play all manner of tricks with her ; and never 
did she extend her talons^ or offer to hurt her companions. 
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He went even farther ; for, not content with tea( 
merely to live in peace and happiness together, he 
the cat and the little birds to play a kind of gam 
each had to learn its own part ; and afler some li 
in training, each performed with readiness the par ; 
assigned to it Puss was instructed to curl herself i t 
with her head between her paws, and appear burii < 
the cage was then opened, and the little tricksy I : 
out upon her, and endeavored to awaken her 
strokes of their beaks ; then dividing into two par ( 
tacked her head and her whiskers, without the g i 
once appearing to take the least notice of their g : 
other times she would seat herself in the middle i 
and begin to smooth her fur, and purr with greg 
and satisfaxition ; the birds would sometimes e^ i 
her back, or sit like a crown upon her head, el i 
singing as if in all the security of a shady wood. 

The sight of a sleek and beautiful cat seated I 
midst of a cage of birds was so new and unexpect 
Francesco produced them at the fair of Sussar 
rounded instantly by a crowd of admiring specf » 
astonishment scarcely knew any bound when th 
call each feathered favorite by its name, and saw 1 
him with alacrity, till all were perched conte 
head, his arms, and his fingers. 

Delighted with his ingenuity, the spectators ! 
liberally ; and Francesco returned in the ev< 
little heart swelling with joy, to lay before his I 
of money which woidd suffice to support her foi t 

This ingenious boy next trained some yoi ] 
one of which became exceedingly attached i 

partridge, which he called Rosoletta, on one o< i 
back to him a beautifiil goldfinch, that had ef 
cage, and was lost in an adjoining garden. F 
despair at the loss, because it was a good pe: ( 

had promised him to the daughter of a lady frc < 
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received much kindness. On the sixth morning after the gold- 
finch had escaped, Bosoletta, the tame and intelligent partridge, 
was seen chasing the truant bird before her, along the top of 
the linden trees towards home. Eosoletta led the way by little 
and little, before him, and at length, getting him home, seated 
him, in apparent disgrace, in a oc^mer of the aviary, whilst she 
flew from side to side in triumph for her success. 

Francesco was now happy and contented, since hj his own 
industry and exertions he was enabled to support his mother 
and sisters. Unf(»tunately, however, in the midst oi all his 
happiness, he was suddenly torn from them by a very grievous 
accident. He was one evening engaged in gathering a species 
of mushroom very conmioD in the southern countries of Europe ; 
but not having sufficient discriminaticxi to separate those which 
are nutritious from those that are pmsonous, he ate of them to 
excess, and died in a few days, alcMig with his youngest sister, 
in spite of every remedy which skill could apply. During the 
three days of Francesco's illness, his birds flew incessantly 
round and round his bed ; some lying sadly upon his pillow, 
others flitting backwards and forwards above his head, a few 
uttering brief but plaintive cries, and all taking scarcely any 
nourishment. 

The death of Francesco showed in a remarkable manner what 
affections may be excited in aninmls by a course of gentle 
treatment. Francesco's- birds appeared to be sensible of the 
loss of a benefactor ; but none of his feathered favorites mani- 
fested on his decease such real and disconsolate grief as Roso- 
letta. When poor Francesco was placed in his coffin, she flew 
round and round it, and at last perched upon the lid. In vain 
they several times removed her ; she still returned, and even 
persisted in accompanying the funeral procession to the place 
of graves. During his interment she sat upon an adjoining 
cypress, to watch where they laid the remains of her friend ; 
and when the crowd had departed, she forsook the spot no 
more, except to return to the cottage of his mother for her 
accustomed food. While she lived, she came daily to perch 
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and to sleep upon the turret of an adjoining ct 
looked upon his grave ; and here sh€ lived, and hd 
about four months after the death of her beloved ii 



XLVI— MOONLIGHT IN THE TROPJ : 

GOSSE. 

[From A Natondist's Sojourn in Jamaica, a work by Philip Hen ' 
guished liTing naturalist of England.] 

There is something exceedingly romantic in I 
the tropics. It is pleasant to sit on the landing p i 
of the flight of steps in front of Bluefields Hous< ' 
has spread her " purple wings " over the sky, or 
full length on the smooth stones ; it is a hard ] < 
cold one, for the thick flags, exposed to the bumii 
the day, become thoroughly heated, and retain i 
degree of warmth till morning nearly comes 
warmth of the stones is particularly pleasant, as i 
breezes play over the face. 

The scene is favorable for meditation ; the e 
in brightness," gradually climbing up to the vei i 
deep-blue sky, sheds on the grassy sward, tl 
down here and there, the fruit trees, the surroun < 
the glistening sea spread out in front, a sofl bi i 
ance unknown to the duller regions of the no 
bling of the little rivulet, winning its seawan i 
rocks and pebbles, comes like distant music u 
which the bass is supplied by the roll of the su i 
sea beach at measured intervals — a low, hollow i 
until it dies away along the sinuous shore, th 
fierce but transitory sea breeze. 

But there are sweeter sounds than these ; t 
takes his seat on the highest twig of the or: 

* The name of a country bouse in the Island < i 
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feety and pours forih his rich and solemn gashes of melody, 
with an earnestness as if his soul were in his song. A rival 
from a neighboring tree commences a similar strain ; and now 
the two birds exert all their powers, each striving his utmost 
to outsing the other, until the silence of the lonely night rings 
with bursts, and swells, and tender cadences of melodious song. 
Here and there, over the pasture, the intermittent green 
Bpark of the firefly fiits along, and at the edges of the bound- 
ing woods scores of twinkling hghts are seen, appearing and 
disappearing in the most puzzling manner. Three or four 
bats are silently winging along through the air, now passing 
over the face of the vertical moon Hke tiny black specks, now 
darting through the narrow arch beneath the steps, and now 
flitting so close overhead that one is tempted to essay their cap- 
ture with an insect net. The light of the moon, however, 
though clearly revealing their course, is not powerful or pre- 
cise enough for this, and the little nimble leather-wings pursue 
their giddy play in security. 



XLVn.— THE CONJUGATING DUTCHMAN. 

Two English gentlemen once stepped into a coffee house in 
Paris, where they observed a tall, odd-looking man, who ap- 
peared not to be a native, sitting at one of the tables, and look- 
ing around with the most stone-like gravity of countenance 
upon eveiy object. Soon after the two Englishmen entered, 
one of them told the other that a celebrated dwarf had arrived 
in Paris. At this the grave-looking personage above men- 
tioned opened his mouth and spake. " I arrive," said he, " thou 
arrivest, he arrives, we arrive, you arrive, they arrive." 

The Englishman whose remark seemed to have suggested 
this mysterious speech stepped up to the stranger and asked, 
" Did you speak to me, sir ? " "I speak," replied the stranger, 
** thou speakest, he speaks, we speak, you speak, they speak." 



•* How is this ? " said the Englishman : " do you mt 
me ? " The other replied, " I insult, thou insultesi 
we insult, you insult, they insult." " This is too 
the Englishman ; " I will have satisfaction : if y; 
spirit with your rudeness, come along with me/' 
fiance the imperturbable stranger replied, " I come, 
he comes, we come, you come, they come ; " ai 
he rose with great coolness, and followed his che . 

In those days, when every gentleman wore a 
were speedily despatched. They went into i 
alley, and the Englishman, unsheathing liis weap » 
antagonist, " Now, sir, you must fight me." " I i 
the other, " thou tightest, he fights, we fight," (h : 
thrust,) " you fight, they fight ; " and here he dis i 
tagonist " Well," said the EngUshman, " you 
of it, and I hope you are satisfied." " I am sati i 
original, ^^ thou art satisfied, he is satisfied, we ar 
are satisfied, they are satisfied." " I am glad 
satisfied," said the EngUshman ; ^^ but pray lea- 
me in this strange manner, and tell me what is ( 
you have any, in doing it." 

The grave gentleman now, for the first time, 
gible. ^^ I am a Dutchman," said he, '^ and an i 
language. I find it very difficult to remember 
of the verbs ; and my tutor has advised me, 
them in my mind, to conjugate every English 
spoken. This I have made it a rule to do. 
have my plans broken in upon while they are 
I would have told you of this before." 1 
laughed heartily at this explanation, and invi 
ing Dutchman to dine with them. " I will c 
" thou wilt dine, he will dine, we will dine, yo i 
will dine, we will dine all together." This i 
did, and it was difficult to say whether the '. 
conjugated with most perseverance. 
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XLVra.— NEW YEAR'S EVE 

T£MNTSOir. 

[Alfr^ Tennyaon, the author oT this poem, to the meet Aitlngiilshed ef the VMo^ 
poeteoT SoglancL] 

If you're waking, call me early, call me early, mother dear^ 
For I would see tlie sun rise upon the glad New Year ; 
It is the last New Year that I shall ever see ; 
Then you may lay me low in the mould, and think no more of 
me* 

To-night I saw the sun set ; he set and left behind 

The good old year, the dear old time, and all my peace <^ 

mind ; 
And the New Year's coming up, mother, but I shall never see 
The May upon the blackthorn, the leaf upon the tree. 

Last May we made a crown of flowers ; we had a merry day ! 
Beneath the hawthorn on the green they made me Queen o' 

May ; 
And w;e danced about the May-pole, and in the hazel copse. 
Till Charles's Wain ♦ came out above the tall, white chimney 

tops. 

There's not a flower on all the hills ; the frost is on the pane ; 
I only wish to live till the snowdrops come again ; 
I wish the snow would melt, and the sun come out on high ; 
I long to see a flower so, before the day I die. 

The building rook '11 caw from the windy, tall elm tree, 

And the tufted plover pipe along the fallow lea ; 

And the swallow '11 come back again with summer o'ct the 

wave ; 
But I shall lie alone, mother, within the mouldering grave. 

• A ooBstellation in the heay 0- 
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Upon the chancel casement, and upon that grave of mine. 
In the early, early morning, the summer sun 'U shine, 
Before the red cock crows from the farm upon the hill, 
When you are warm asleep, mother, and all the world is still. 

When the flowers come again, mother, beneath the waning 

light, 
You'll never see me more in the long, gray fields at night ; ^ 
When from the dry, dark wold the summer airs blow cool 
On the oat grass, and the sword grass, and the bulrush in the 

pool. 

You'll bury me, my mother, just beneath the hawthorn shade, 
And you'll come sometimes and see me where I am lowly laid ; 
I shall not forget you, mother ; I shall hear you when you pass, 
With your feet above my head, in the long and pleasant grass. 

I have been wild and wayward, but you'll foi^ve me now ; 
You'll kiss me, my own mother, upon my cheek and brow ; 
Nay, — nay, — you must not weep, nor let your grief be wild ; 
You should not fret for me, mother ; you have another child. 

If I can, I'll come again, mother, from out my resting place ; 
Though you'll not see me, mother, I shall look upon your face ; 
Though I cannot speak a word, I shall hearken what you say, 
And be often, often with you, when you think I'm far away. 

Good night, good night : when I have said good night forever- 
more, 

And you see me carried out from the threshold of the door. 

Don't let Effie come to see me till my grave be growing 
green; 

She'll be a better child to you than I have ever been. 

She'll find my garden tools upon the granary floor ; 
Let her take 'em ; they are hers ; I shall never garden mor« ; 
11 
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But tell her, when I'm gone, to train the rosebush that I set 
About the parlor window, and the box of mignonette. 

Good night, sweet mother ! call me before the day is bom ; 
All night I lie awake, but I fall asleep at mom ; 
But I would see the sun rise upon the glad New Year ; 
So, if you're waking, call me, call me early, mother dear. 



XLK. — THE GRISLY BEAR. 

[Thia lesson has been compiled, partly from Oodman's American Natural Historyt 
and partly ftom a sketch by Captain Mayne Raid.] 

The grisly bear is, beyond all question, the most formidable 
of all the wild creatures inhabiting the continent of America. 
Did he possess the swiftness of foot of either the lion or tiger 
of the old world, he would be an assailant as dangerous as 
either ; for he is endowed with the strength of the former, and 
quite equals the latter in ferocity. Fortunately, the horse out- 
runs him ; were it not so, many a human victim would be his, 
for he can easily overtake a man on foot. As it is, hundreds 
of well-authenticated stories attest the prowess of this fierce 
creature. There is not a " mountain man " in America who 
cannot relate a string of perilous adventures about the grisly 
bear; and the instances are far from being few in which 
human life has been sacrificed in confiicts with this savage 
beast 

The grisly bear is an animaU of large dimensions. Speci- 
mens have been iilled, which were as large as the largest 
polar bear, though there is much variety in the sizes of the 
different individuals. About five hundred pounds may be 
taken as the average weight In shape, the grisly bear 
is a much more compact animal than either the black or 
polar species ; his ears are larger, his arms stouter, and his 
aspect fiercer. His teeth are sharp and strong; but that 
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which his enemies most dread is the armature * of his paws. 
The paws themselves are so large as frequently to leave in the 
mud a track of twelve inches in length hy eight in breadth ; 
and from the extremities of these formidable fists protrude 
horn-like claws full six inches long. Of course, I am speak- 
ing of individuals of the largest kind. 

These claws ai*e crescent shaped, and would be still longer, 
but in all cases nearly an inch is worn from their points. The 
animal digs up the ground in search of marmots, burrowing 
squirrels, and various esculent f roots ; and this habit accounts 
for the blunted condition of his claws. They are sharp enough, 
notwithstanding, to peel the hide from a horse or buffalo, or to 
drag the scalp from a hunter — a feat which has been performed 
by grisly bears on more than one occasion. 

The color of this animal is most generally brownish, with 
white hairs intermixed, giving that grayish or grizzled appear- 
ance from which its name is derived. But though this is the 
most usual color of the species, there are many varieties. Some 
are almost white, others yellowish red, and others nearly black. 
The eyes are small in proportion to the size of the animal, but 
dark and piercing. 

The geographical range of the grisly bear is extensive. It 
is well known that the great chain of the Rocky Mountains 
commences on the shores of the Arctic Ocean, and runs south- 
wardly through the North American continent. In these 
mountains the grisly bear is found, from their northern ex- 
tremity as far as the point where the Rio Grande makes its 
great bend towards the Gulf of Mexico. In the United States 
and Canada this animal has never been seen in a wild state. 
This is not strange. The grisly bear has no affinity with the 
forest. Previously to the settling of these territories they were 
all covered with forests. The grisly is never found under heavy 
timber, like the black bear ; and, unlike the latter, he is not 

* Armatui'et a word designating those parts of animals which serve as 
weapons of attack or defence, 
t Esntletit, eatable. 
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a tree climber. The black bear " hugs " himself up a tree, 
and usually destroys his victim by c(Miipression. The grisly 
does not possess this power, so as to enable him to ascend a 
tree trunk ; and for such a purpose his huge, dull claws are 
worse than useless. 

His favorite haunts are the thickets of finitrbearing shrubs, 
under the shade of which he makes his lair, and upon tiie 
berries of which he partly subsists. He lives much by the 
banks of streams, hunting among the willows, or wandering 
along the steep and rugged bluffs, where scrubby pine, and 
dwarf cedar, with its rooting branches, form an almost impene- 
trable underwood. 

The grisly bear is omnivorous. Fish, Hesh, and fowl are 
eaten by him apparently with equal relish. Like the black 
bear, he is fond of sweets ; and various kinds of wild berries 
are eagerly devoured by him. He is too slow of foot to over- 
take either the buffalo, elk, or deer, though he sometimes 
comes upon these creatures unawares ; and he will drag the 
largest buffalo to the earth, if he can only get his claws upon 
it Not unfrequently he robs the panther of his repast, and 
will drive a whole pack of wolves from the carrion they have 
just succeeded in killing. Several attempts have been made 
to raise the young grislies, but they have all failed ; the ani- 
mals proving any thing but agreeable pets. As soon as grown 
to a considerable size, their natural ferocity displays itself, and 
their dangerous qualities usually lead to the necessity for their 
destruction. 

Many years ago, two cubs of the grisly bear were kept for 
some time in Peale's Museum in Philadelphia. When first 
received, they were quite small, but speedily gave indications 
of that ferocity for which this species is so remarkable. "As 
they increased in size, they became exceedingly dangerous, 
seizing and tearing to pieces every animal they could lay hold 
of, and expressing extreme eagerness to get at those accident- 
ally brought within sight of their cage, by grasping the iron 
bars with their paws, and shaking them violently, to the great 
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terror of spectators, who felt insecure while witnessing such 
displays of their strength. 

In one instance, an unfortunate monkey was walking over 
the top of their cage, when the end of the chain which hung 
from his waist dropped through within reach of the bears : they 
immediately seized it, dragged the screaming animal through 
the narrow aperture, tore him limb from limb, and devoured 
his mangled carcass almost instantaneously. At another time, 
a small monkey thrust his arm through an opening in the bear 
cage to reach after some object: one of them inmiediately 
seized him, and with a sudden jerk tore the whole arm and 
shoulder blade from the body, and devoured it before any body 
could interfere. They were still cubs, and very little more 
than half grown, when their ferocity became so alarming as to 
excite continual apprehension lest they should escape ; and they 
were killed in order to prevent such an event. 

The grisly bear is a dangerous assailant. White hunters 
never attack him unless when mounted and well armed ; and 
the Indians consider the killing a grisly bear a feat equal to 
the scalping a human foe. These never attempt to hunt him, 
unless when a large party is together ; and the hunt is, among 
some tribes, preceded by a feast and a war dance. It is often 
the lot of the solitary trapper to meet with this four-footed 
enemy, and the encounter is rated as equal to that with two 
hostile Indians. 

In the course of Lewis and Clarke's expedition to the Rocky 
Mount^ns, a grisly bear was seen lying in a piece of open 
ground, about three hundred paces from the Missouri River ; 
and six men, all of whom were good hunters, went to attack 
him. Concealing themselves by a small eminence, they were 
able to approach within forty paces unperceived ; four of the 
hunters now fired, and each lodged a ball in his body, two of 
which passed directly through his lungs. The bear spi-ang up 
and ran furiously, with open mouth, upon them ; two of the 
hunters, who had reserved their fire, gave him two additional 
wounds^ one of which, by breaking his shoulder blade, some- 
11* 
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what retarded his motions. Before they could again load their 
guns, he came so close on them, that thej were obliged to run 
towards the river ; and before they had gained it, the bear had 
almost overtaken them. 

Two men jumped into the canoe ; the other four separated, 
and concealing themselves among the willows, fired as fast as 
they could load their pieces. Several times the bear was 
struck ; but each shot seemed only to direct his fury towards 
the hunters. At last he pursued them so closely that they 
threw aside their guns and pouches, and jumped fix)m a per- 
pendicular bank, twenty feet high, into the river. The bear 
sprang after them, and was very near the hindmost man, 
when one of the hunters on the shore shot him through the 
head, and finally killed him. When they had dragged him on 
shore, they found that eight balls had passed through his body 
in difierent directions. 



L.— THE CHILD'S FUNERAL. 

Bbtant. 

[Sorrento Is a beaatifnl town, about twenty-fiye miles from Naples. Amalfl, a aeap 
port in the neighborhood, was a gre&t naval and commercial power during the «n«Mi^ 
ages. The tomb of Virgil is in the environs of Naples.]' 

Fair is thy sight, Sorrento ; green thy shore ; 

Black crags behind thee pierce the clear blue skies ; 
The sea, whose borderers ruled the world of yore; 

As clear, and bluer still, before thee lies. 

Vesuvius smokes in sight, whose fount of fire, 
Outgushing, drowned the cities on his steeps ; 

And murmuring Naples, spire o'ertopping spire, 
Sits on the slope beyond where Virgil sleeps. 

Here doth the earth, with flowers of every hue, 
Heap her green breast when April suns are bright^ 



THE SECOND CLASS BEADEB. 129 

Flowers of the moming-red, or ocean-blue, 
Or, like the mountain frost, of silvery white. 

Currents of fragrance, from the orange tree 
And sward of violets, breathing to and fix). 

Mingle, and wandering out upon the sea, 
Refi:'esh the idle boatsman where they blow. 

Yet even here, as under harsher climes. 

Tears for the loved and early lost are shed ; 

That soft air saddens with the funeral chimes. 
Those shining flowers are gathered for the dead. 

Here once a child, a smiling, playful one, 

All the day long caressing and caressed. 
Died when its little tongue had just begun 

To lisp the names of those it loved the best 

The father strove his struggling grief to quell. 
The mother wept as mothers use to weep. 

Two little sisters wearied them to tell 

When their dear Carlo would awake from sleep. 

Within an inner room his couch they spread, 
His funeral couch ; with mingled grief and love. 

They laid a crown of roses on his head, 

And murmured, " Brighter is his crown above." 

They scattered round him, on the snowy sheet, 
Laburnum's strings of sunny-colored gems. 

Sad hyacinths, and violets dim and sweet. 

And orange blossoms on their dark-green stems. 

And now the hour is come ; the priest is there ; 

Torches are lit, and bells are tolled ; they go, 
With solemn rites of blessing and of prayer, 

To lay the little one in earth below. 
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The door is opened. Hark ! that quick, glad cry I 
Carlo has waked, has waked, and is at plaj ; 

The little sisters laagh and leap, and try- 
To climb the bed on which the infant laj. 

And there he sits alive, and gaylj shakes 
In his fiill hands the blossoms red and white, 

And smiles with winking eyes, like one who wakes 
From long, deep slumbers at the morning light. 



LL— THE BLUEBIRD. 

AUEZASDEB WiL8(nr. 

[Alexaoder 'Vnison wu bom in Fidsley, Scotland, in 1768, came to this country in 
1704, and died in 1813. His American Omitliology, from which fhe following extract 
ia taken, la a work of great merit ; distingnished alike for scientific accoracy and poet- 
ical IbeUng.] 

The pleasing manners and sociable disposition of this little 
bird entitle him to particular notice. As one of the first mes« 
sengers of spring, bringing the charming tidings to our very 
doors, he bears his own recommendation always along with 
him, and meets with a hearty welcome from every body. 

Though generally accounted a bird of passage, yet so early 
as the middle of February, if the weather be mild, he usually 
makes his appearance about his old haunts, the bam, orchard, 
and fence posts. Storms and deep snows sometimes succeeding, 
he disappears for a time, but about the middle of March is 
again seen, accompanied by his mate, visiting the box in the 
garden, or the hole in the old apple tree, the cradle of some 
generations of his ancestors. 

The usual spring and summer song of the bluebird is a soft, 
agreeable, and oft-repeated warble, uttered with open, quiver- 
ing wings, and is extremely pleasing. In his motions and 
general character he has great resemblance to the robin red- 
breast of Britain ; and had he the brown olive of that bird* 



THE SECOND CLASS BEADEB. 131 

instead of his awn blue, he could hardly be distinguished ftom 
him. Like him, he is known to almost every child, and 
shows as much confidence in man by associating with him in 
summer, as the other by his familiarity in winter. 

He is also of a mild and pleasing disposition, seldom fights 
ing or quarrelling with other birds. His society is courted by 
the inhabitants of the country, and few farmers neglect to pro- 
Tide for him, in some suitable place, a snug little summer house, 
ready fitted and rent free. For this he more than sufficiently 
repays them by the cheerfulness of his song, and the multitude 
of injurious insects which he daily destroys. Towards fall, — 
that is, in the month of October, — his song changes to a single 
plaintive note, as he passes over the many-colored woods ; and 
its melancholy air recalls to our minds the approaching decay 
of the face of nature. 

Even after the trees are stripped of their leaves, he still lingers 
over his native fields, as if loath to ledve them. About the 
middle or end of November, few or none of them are seen ; but 
with every return of mild and open weather, we hear his 
plaintive note amid the fields, or in the air, seeming to deplore 
the devastations of winter. Indeed, he appears scarcely ever 
*to forsake us, but to follow fair weather through all its jour- 
neyings till the return of spring. 

Such are the mild and pleasing manners of the bluebird ; and 
8o universally is he esteemed, that I have often regretted that 
no pastoral muse has yet arisen in this western woody world 
to do justice to his name, aird endear him to us still more by 
the tenderness of verse, as has been done to his representative 
in Britain, the robin redbreast A small acknowledgment 
of this kind I have to offer, which the reader, I hope, will excuse 
as a tribute to rural innocence. 

When winter^s cold tempests and snows are no more. 
Green meadows and brown furrowed fields reappearing, 

The fishermen hauling their shad to the shore, 

And cloud-cleaving geese to the lakes are a-steering ; 
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together at a little distance, and then begin a set of frolics of 
their own ; dauicin^ fantastically about, or butting, as in jest, 
against each other. Tlie whole afiair is a regular game of 
romps, such as a merry group of chUdren will occasionally be 
allowed to enjoy just before going to bed. It is highly amusing 
to witness it, and to trace the resemblance it bears to human 
doings ; which is sometimes carried so far, that a single mam- 
ma will be seen looking on close by, apparently rather happy 
at the idea of the young folks being so merry, but anxious also 
that they should not behave too roughly ; otherwise she must 
certainly interfere. 

That there is merriment, genuine, human-like merriment, in 
many of the lower animals, no one can doubt that has ever 
watched the gambols of the kid, the lamb, the kitten, or 
dogs. But there is something to be obsei'ved in these sports 
still more human-like than mere sport. The principal of make- 
believe, or jest, as opposed to earnest, can be discerned in many 
of their merry-makings. A friend of mine observed a kitten 
amusing itself by running along past its mother, and giving her 
a little pat on the cheek every time it passed. This must have 
been done as a little practical joke. The cat stood it for a 
time very tranquilly ; but at last, appearing to get irritated by 
the repetition of such absurd behavior, she gave her ofi&pring a 
blow on the side of the head that sent the little creature spinning 
to the other side of the room. The kitten looked extremely 
surprised at this act of mamma, as considering it very ungra- 
cious of her not to take the joke in the way it was meant 

The sense of duty is another of the human-like character- 
istics of animals, and one of those best known. A Newfound- 
land dog once lived with a family in one of the Southern States 
of the American Union, which had rescued one of its master's 
daughters from drowning. The family had occasion to pro- 
ceed in a schooner for the city of St. Augustine ; they had 
embarked, and the vessel was swinging oflF from the pier, when 
the dog was missed. To quote a newspaper narrative, " They 
whistled, and called, but no dog appeared : the captain became 
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impatient, declared he would wait no longer, gave the order, 
and the craft swept along the waters, with a spanking breeze, 
and was soon a quarter of a mile from the shore. The girl 
and her father were standing at the stem of the vessel, looking 
back upon the city, which they had probably left forever, when 
Towser was seen running down to the edge of the wharf with 
something in his mouth. With a glass they discovered that it 
was his master's pocket handkerchief, wliich had been dropped 
on the road to the vessel, and which he now recollected, with 
some compunctions of conscience, he had sent his four-footed 
servant back to look after. 

"The dog looked piteously around upon the bystanders, 
then at the retreating vessel, and leaped boldly into the water. 
His master immediately pointed out the noble animal to the 
captain, and requested him to throw his vessel into the wind, 
until the dog could near them. He also offered a large sum 
if he would drop his boat, and pick him up ; told him of the 
manner in which he had preserved his daughter's life, and 
again offered him the price of a passage if he would save the 
faithful creature. The girl joined her entreaties to those of 
her father, and implored that her early friend might be res- 
cued. But the captain was a savage : he was deaf to every 
appeal of humanity ; kept obstinately on his course ; and the 
better animal of the two followed the vessel, until, his strength 
exhausted, and bis generous heart chilled by despair, he sank 
among the more merciftil billows." 

Animals sometimes form peculiar attadmients for certain 
individuals of our species. Such a predilection was once the 
means of deciding very amusingly a case before a court of 
justice. It was a Dublin police office, and the object of dispute 
was a pet parrot, which had been stolen from a Mr. Davis, 
and sold to a Mr. Moore. The plaintiff, taking the bird upon 
his finger, said, " Come, old boy, give me a kiss," which the 
parrot instantly did. A youth in the defendant's interest re- 
marked that this proved nothing, as the parrot would kiss any 
body. "You had better not try," remarked the plaintiff. 
Nevertheless the young man asked the parrot to kiss him* 
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Poll advanced as if to give the required salute, but seized the 
youth's lip and made him roar with pain. This fact, and the 
parrot's obeying the plaintiff in several other requisitions, 
caused it to be instantly ordered into the possession of its origi- 
nal owner. 

Human foibles, too, are participated by animals. The dog, 
I grieve to say, is capable of both envy and jealousy. A 
gentleman, calling one day upon Dr. Gall, at Paris, found that 
most original observer of nature in the midst of birds, cats, 
and dogs, which were his .pets. " Do you think," said he, 
turning his eyes to two beautiful dogs at his feet, which were 
endeavoring to gain his attention, '' that these little pets possess 
pride and vanity, like man?" "Yes," said the other, "I have 
remarked their vanity frequently. We will call both feel- 
ings into action," said he. He then caressed the whelp, 
and took it into his arms. "Mark that mother's offended 
pride," said he, as he walked quietly across the room to her 
mat " Do you think she will come if I call her ? " " O, yes," 
answered his friend. " Not at all." He made the attempt, 
but she heeded not the hand she had so earnestly endeavored 
to lick but an instant before. " She will not speak to me to- 
day," said Dr. Gall. 

An anecdote was lately given in a newspaper, which would 
show animals to be even capable of a sense of equity ; but per- 
haps there is some exaggeration about it. A gentleman, visit- 
ing a menagerie * in Penrith, found there a fine lioness with two 
cubs. While he was observing her, the keeper h^uaded in a 
sheep's head to the cubs, which instantly began to quarrel 
over it, as if each desired exclusive possession of the prize. 
In the midst of the turmoil, the lioness rose, and advanced, and 
with two well-directed cuffs, sent them cowering into the comers 
of the den. She then lay down, and deliberately divided the 
spoil into two equal parts, assigned one to each of her young 
ones ; afler which, without taking a morsel to herself, she re- 
tired and lay quietly down again. 

♦ Pronounced fM-tMr'zhe-rt. 
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nn. — ENCOUNTER BETWEEN AN EAGLE AND 
A SALMON. 

Lat IS THB Woods. 

I HAVE often been struck with the singular attachment 
hunters sometimes have for some bird or animal, while all the 
rest of the species thej pursue with deadly hostility. About 
five hundred yards from Beach's hut stands a lofty pine tree, 
on which a gray eagle has built its nest annually during the 
nine years he has lived on the shores of the Eaquette. The 
Indian who dwelt there before him says that the same pair of 
birds made their nest on that tree for ten years previous; 
making in all nineteen years they have occupied the same spot, 
and built on the same branch. 

One day, however, Beach was near losing his bold eagle. 
He was lying at anchor, fishing, when he saw his favorite bird, 
high up in heaven, slowly sweeping round and round in a 
huge circle, evidently awaiting the approach of a fish to the 
surface. For an hour or more, he thus sailed with motion- 
less wings above the water, when all at once he stopped and 
hovered a moment with an excited gesture, then, rapid as a 
flash of lightning, and with a rush of his broad pinions, like 
the passage of a sudden gust of wind, came to the still bosom 
of the lake. He had seen a huge salmon trout swimming near 
the surface ; and plunging from his high watchtower, drove 
his talons deep in his victim's back. So rapid and strong 
Was his swoop that he buried himself out of sight when he 
struck ; but the next moment he emerged into view, and, flap- 
ping his wings, endeavored to rise with his prey. 

But this time he had miscalculated his strength ; in vain he 
struggled nobly to lift the salmon from the water. The fright- 
ened and bleeding fish made a sudden dive, and took eagle and all 
out of sight, and was gone a quarter of a minute. Again they 
rose to the surface, and the strong bird spread out his broad 
dripping pinions, and, gathering force with his rapid blows^ 
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raised the salmon half out of water. The weight, however, 
was too great for him, and he sank again to the surface, beat- 
ing the water into foam about him. The sahnon then made 
another dive, and thej both went under, leaving only a few 
bubbles to tell where they had gone down. 

This time they were absent a full half minute, and Beach 
said he thought it was all over with his bird. He soon, how- 
ever, reappeared, with his talons still buried in the flesh of his 
foe, and again made a desperate effort to rise. All this time 
the fish was shooting like an arrow through the lake, carry- 
ing his relentless foe on his back. He could not keep the 
eagle down, nor the bird carry him up ; and so, now beneath, 
and now upon the surface, they struggled on, presenting oae 
of the most singular yet exciting spectacles that can be im- 
agined. It was fearful to witness the blows of the eagle, as he 
lashed the lake with his wings into spray, and made the shores 
echo with the report. At last the bird thinking, as they say 
west, that he had " waked the wrong passenger," gave it up, 
and loosening his clutch, soared heavily and slowly away to 
his lofty pine tree, where he sat for a long time sullen and 
sulky, the picture of disappointed ambition. So might a 
wounded and baffled lion lie down in his lair and brood over 
his defeat. Beach said that he could easily have captured 
them, but he thought he would see the fight out. 

When, however, they both staid under half a minute or 
more, he concluded he should never see his eagle again. 
Whether the latter in his rage was bent on capturing his prize, 
and would retain his hold, though at the hazard of his life, or 
whether in his terrible swoop he had stuck his crooked talons 
so deep in the back of the salmon that he could not extricate 
himself, the hunter said he could not tell. The latter, however, 
was doubtless the truth, and he would have been glad to have 
let go long before he did. 



THB SECOND CLASS BEADEB. 139 

UV.— KITTEN GOSSIP. 

WnrwooD. 
[From a TDlvmo of poems recently published in England by H. Westwood.] 

Kitten, kitten, two months old, 

Woolly snow ball, lying snug 
Curled up in the warmest fold 

Of the warm hearth rug, 
Turn your drowsy head this way. 

What is life ? O kitten, say ? 

" Life," said the kitten, winking her eyes, 
And twitching her tail, in a droll surprise — 
" Life ? O, its racing over the floor, 
Out at the window, and in at the door, 
Now on the chair back, now on the table, 
'Mid balls of cotton, and skeins of silk. 
And crumbs of sugar, and jugs of milk, 
All so cosy and comfortable. 
It's patting the little dog's ears, and leaping 
Round him and o'er him while he's sleeping. 
Waking him up in sore affright, 
Then off and away, like a flash of light, 
Scouring and scampering out of sight. 
Life ? O, it's rolling over and over 
On the summer-green tiirf and budding clover, 
Chasing the shadows as fast as they run, 
Down the gaixien paths in the midday sun. 
Prancing and gambolling, brave and bold. 
Climbing the tree stems, scratching the mould. 
That's life ! " said the kitten two months old. 

Kitten, kitten, come sit on my knee, 
And lithe and listen, kitten, to me. 
12* 
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One by one, O, one by one, 
The sly, swift shadows sweep over the sun ; 
Daylight dieth, and kittenhood's done. 
And, kitten, O, the rain and the wind ! 
For eathood cometh, with careful mind. 
And grave eat duties follow behmd. 
Hark ! there's a sound you cannot hear ; 
I'll whisper its meaning in your ear : 

Mice ! 

(The kitten stared with her great green eyes, 
And twitched her tail in a queer surprise :) 

Mice I 

No more titbits, dainty and nice ; 
No more mischief, and no more play ; 
But watching by night and sleeping by day, 
Prowling wherever the foe doth lurk — 
Very short commons and very short work. 
And, kitten, O, the hail and the thunder ! 
That's a black cloud, but a blacker's under. 
Hark ! but you'll fall from my knee I fear, 
When I whisper that awful word in your ear : 

R'T-r-rcUs ! 

(The kitten's heart beat with great pit-pats, 
But her whiskers quivered, and from their sheath 
Flashed out the sharp, white, pearly teeth.) 

R-r-r-rats ! 

The scorn of dogs, but the terror of cats, 
The cruelest foes and the fiercest of fighters ; 
The sauciest thieves and the fiercest biters. 
But, kiUen, I see you've a stoutish heart ; 
So, courage ! and play an honest part ; 
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Use well your paws, 

And strengthen your claws. 
And sharpen your teeth, and stretch your jaws. 
Then woe to the trihe of pickers and stealers, 
INibblers, and gnawers, and evil dealers ! 
But now that you know that life's not precisely 
The thing your fiincy pictured so nicely. 
Off and away ! race over the floor, 
Out at the window and in at the door ; 
Roll on the turf and bask in the sun, 
Ere night time cometh and kittenhood's done. 



LV. -RIFLE SHOOTING IN KENTUCKY. 

Audubon. 

[John James Aodnlxm, a native of Louisiaoa, was born in 1780, and died in 1850. 
He was an eminent naturalist, and the autlior of a splendid work on American Orni- 
tboI(%y. He lias inteoduced into it severai slcetdies of Ufe and manners in America, 
ofwhicli the following is a specimen. It was written many jrears ago, when Ken-* 
tucky was but a young state.] 

Haying resided some years in Kentucky, and having more 
than once been witness of rifle sport, I will present you with 
the results of my observation, leaving you to judge how fer 
rifle shooting is understood in that state. 

Several individuals, who conceive themselves expert in the 
management of the gun, are often seen to meet for the purpose 
of displaying their skill, and, betting a trifling sum, put up a 
target, in the centre of which a common-sized nail is ham- 
mered for about two-thirds of its length. The marksmen make 
choice of what they consider a proper distance, which may be 
forty paces. Each man cleans the interior of his tube, which 
is called wiping it, places a ball in the palm of his hand, pour- 
ing as much powder from his horn upon it as will cover it. 
This quantity is supposed to be sufficient for any distance 
within a hundred yards. A sliot which comes very close to 
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the nail is considered as tint of an indiflerent maiksman ; the 
hending of the nail is, of course, somewhat better ; but nothing 
less than hitting it right on the head is satisfactory. One out 
of three shots generally hits the nail, and should the shooters 
amount to half a dozen, two nails are frequently needed before 
each can have a shot Those who drive the nail have a further 
trial among themselves, and the two best shots out of these 
generally settle the affair, when aU the sportsmen adjourn to 
some house, and spend an hour or two in friendly intercourse, 
appointing, before they part, a day f<cMr another trinJ. This is 
technically termed driving ike nail. 

Barking off squirrels is delightful sport, and in my opinion, 
requires a greater degree of accuracy than any other. I first 
witnessed this manner of procuring squirrels whilst near the 
town of Frankfort The performer was the celebrated Daniel 
Boone. We walked out together, and followed the rocky mar- 
gins o£ the Kentucky River, until we reached a piece of flat 
land thickly covered with black walnuts, oaks, and hickories. 
As the growth of nuts was a good one that year, squirrels were 
seen gambolling on every tree ai*ound us. My companion, a 
stout, hale, and athletic man, dressed in a homespun hunting 
shirt, bare legged, and moccasoned, carried a long and heavy 
rifie, wliich, as he was loading it he said, had proved eiiicient 
in all his former undertakings, and which he hoped would not 
fail on this occasion, as he felt proud to show me his skill. 
The gun was wiped, the powder measured, the ball patched 
with linen, and the charge sent home with a hickory rod. We 
moved not a step from the place, for the squirrels were so 
numerous tliat it was unnecessary to go after them. Boone 
pointed to one of these animals which had observed us, and 
was crouched on a branch about fifly paces distant, and bade 
me mark well the spot where the ball should hit 

He raised his piece gradually, until the bead (that being the 
name given by the Kentuckians to the tight) of the barrel was 
brought to a line with the spot which he intended to hit. The 
whip-like report resounded through the woods, and along the 
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Jbilk ill lepegied echoes. Judge of my surprise, wheu I per- 
ceived that the ball had hit the piece of the bark immediately 
beneath the squirrel, and shivered it into splinters, the concus- 
sion produced by which had killed the animal, and sent it 
whirling through the air, as if it had been blown up by the 
explosion of a powder magazine. Boone kept up his firing, and 
before many hours had elapsed, we had procured as many 
squirrels as we wished ; for you must know that to load a 
rifle requires only a moment, aad that if it is wiped once afler 
each shot, it will do duty for hours. Since that first interview 
with our veteran Boone, I have seen many other individuals 
perform the same feat. 

The snuffing of a candle with a ball I first had an opportu- 
nity of seeing near the banks of Green Biver, not far from a 
large pigeon roost, to which I had previously made a visit. I 
heard many reports of guns during the early part of a dark 
night, and knowing them to be those of rifles, I went towards 
the spot to ascertain the cause. On reaching the place, I was 
welcomed by a dozen of tall, stout men, who told me they were 
exercising, for the purpose of enabling them to shoot under 
night at the reflected light from the eyes of a deer or wolf, by 
torchlight. A fire was blazing near, the smoke of which rose 
curling among the .thick foliage of the trees. At a distance 
which rendered it scarcely distinguishable stood a burning 
candle, as if intended for an offering to the goddess of night, 
but which in reality was only fifty yards from the spot on 
which we all stood. 

One man was within a few yards of it, to watch the effects 
of the shots, as well as to light the candle should it chance to 
go out, or to replace it should the shot cut it across. Each 
marksman shot in his turn. Some never hit either the snuff 
or the candle, and were congratulated with a loud laugh ; while 
others actually snuffed the candle without putting it out, and 
were recompensed for their dexterity by numerous hurrahs. 
One of them, who was particularly expert, was very fortunate, 
and snuffed the candle three times out of seven, whilst all the 
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Other shots either put out the candle or cut it immediately 
under the light 

Of the feats performed bj the Kentuckians with the rifle, I 
could say more than might be expedient on the present occa- 
sion. In every thinly-peopled portion of the state, it is rare to 
meet one without a gun of that description, as well as a toma- 
hawk. By way of recreation, they often cut off a piece of the 
bark of a tree, make a target of it, using a little powder wetted 
with water or saliva for the bull's eye, and shoot into the mark 
all the baUs they have about them, picking them out of the 
wood again. 

After what I have said, you may easily imagine with what 
ease a Kentuckian procures game, or despatches an enemy, 
more especially when I tell you that every one in the state is 
accustomed to handle the rifle from the first time when he is 
first able to shoulder it until near the close of his career. That 
murderous weapon is the means of procuring them subsistence 
during all their wild and extensive rambles, and is the source 
of their principal sports and pleasures. 



LVL— THE FROST. 

Miss Gould. 

[The poemB of Miss Hannah Flagg Gould, now (I860) residing in NewlniiTport, 
MasMchnaetts, are characterized by truth, and feeling, and liveUneas of ezpreasion. 
They are desenredly popular with young persons.] 

The frost looked forth one still, clear night. 
And whispered, " Now I shaU be out of sight ; 
So through the valley, and over the height, 

In silence I'll take my way. 
I will not go on like that blustering train. 
The wind and the snow, the hail and the rain, 
Who make so much bustle and noise in vain, 

But rU be as busy as they." 
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Then he flew to the mountain, and powdered its crest ; 
He lit on the trees, and their boughs he dressed 
In diamond beads ; and over the breast 

Of the quivering lake he spread 
A coat of mail, that it need not fear 
The downward point of many a spear 
That he hung on its margin, far and near, 

Where a rock could rear its head* 

He went to the windows of those who slept, 
And over each pane, like a fairy, crept ; 
Wherever he breathed, wherever he stepped, 

Bj the light of the mom were seen 
Most beautiful things : there were flowers and trees, 
There were bevies of birds and swarms of bees ; 
There were cities with temples and towers ; and these 

All pictured in silver sheen.* 

Bnt he did one thing that was hardly flur : 
He peeped in the cupboard, and finding there 
That all had forgotten for him to prepare, 

" Now just to set them a-thinking 
111 bite this basket of fruit," said he ; 
** This costly pitcher FU break in three ; 
And the glass of water they've left for me 

Shall ' tchick !' to tell them Tm drinking.** 



LVn.— THE LIGHTHOUSE. 

MOORX. 

The scene was more beautiful far to my eye 
Than if day in its pride had arrayed it ; 

The land breeze blew mild, and the azure-arched sky 
Looked pure as the Spirit that made it 

* Sheen, bright. 
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The munDur rose soft as I silentlj gazed 

On the shadowy wave's playful motioii. 
From the dim distant hill till the lighthouse fire biased 

Like a star in the midst of the ocean. 

No longer the joy of the sailor boy's breast 
Was heard in his wildly breathed numbeis : 

The sea bird had flown to her wave-girdled nest^ 
The fisherman sunk to his slumbers. 

One mom^t I looked from the hill's gentle slope ; 

All hushed was the billows' commotion, 
And methought that the lighthouse looked lovely as hope^ 

That star on life's tremulous ocean. 

The time is long past, and the scene is a&r ; 

Yet, wh«i my head rests on its pillow, 
Will memory sometimes rekindle the star 

That blazed on the breast of the billow. 

In life's closing hour, when the trembling socd fiies> 
And death stills the heart's last emotion^ 

O, then may the seraph of mercy arise, 
Like a star on eternity's ocean. 



LVm. — SELECT PARAGRAPHS IN PROSK 

CkeBGT. — Sir T. Fowkll Buzfov. 

The longer I live, the more I am certain that the great 
difierence between men, between the feeble and the powerful, 
the great and the insignificant, is energy, invincible determina- 
tion. A purpose once fixed, and then death or victory. That 
quality will do any thing that can be done in this world ; and 
no talents, no circumstances, no opportunities, will make a two- 
legged animal a man without it. 
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Evil Company. 

Sophronius, a wise teacher, would not suffer his grown-up 
son and daughters to associate with those whose conduct was 
not pure and upright " Dear father," said the gentle Matilda 
to him one day, when he forbade her, in company with her 
brother, to visit the volatile Lucinda, — " dear father, you must 
think us very childish if you imagine we could be exposed to 
danger by it." The father took in silence a tiead coal firom 
the hearth, and reached it to his daughter. " It will not bum 
you, my child ; take it." Matilda did so, and behold her beauti- 
ful white hand was soiled and blackened, and, as it chanced, 
her white dress also. " We cannot be too careful in handling 
coals," said Matilda, in vexation. " Yes, truly," said the father ; 
" you see, my child, that, even if they do not bum, they blacken : 
so it is with the company of the vicious." 



Indolence and Overwork. — ftmiAir Hmtr. 

There are two evils that require to be corrected ; one is 
laziness, and the other is overwork. The amount of necessary 
labor in the world may be done easily and with comfort. All 
that seems requisite to accomplish it agreeably, is to make each 
person do his share and no more. Moderate labor is the 
virtue ; indolence and slavery the opposite vices. The com- 
plete man is he who has not sold himself to any calling or 
profession, who works and plays by turns, keeps a comer in 
his heart for friendship, the affections, and humanity; wid, 
through all and over all, consecrates his activity, capacities, 
and powers to the great Invisible from whom he has derived 
them, and to whom he is accountable for their use or abuse. 



Ledtard's Praise op Women. 

I have always remarked that women in all dcmntries are 
<dTil«iid obligiog, trader and humane; that they «re ever 
13 
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inclined to be gay and cheerful, timorous and modest ; and thai 
they do not hesitate, like men, to perform a generous action. 
Not haughty, nor arrogant, nor supercilious, they are full of 
courtesy and fond of society. More liable, in general, to err 
than men ; but, in general, also more virtuous, and performing 
more good actions. To a woman, whether civilized or savage, 
I never addressed myself in the language of decency and 
friendship without receiving a decent and friendly answer. 
With men it has oilen been otherwise. In wandering over the 
barren plains of inhospitable Denmark, through honest Sweden, 
and frozen Lapland, — over rude and churlish Finland, un- 
principled Russia, and the wide-spread regions of the wander- 
ing Tartar, — if hungry, dry, cold, wet, or sick, the women 
have ever been friendly to me, and uniformly so. And to add 
to this virtue, these actions have been performed in so free and 
kind a manner, that, if I was dry, I drank the simplest draught, 
and if hungry, I ate the coarsest meal, from the hand of a 
woman with the sweetest relish. 



Vulgarity. 

Miss Anne Scott, Sir Walter Scott's second daughter, hap- 
pened to say of something that '^ she could not abide it ; that it 
was vulgar." " My love," said her father, " you speak like a 
very young lady. Do you know after all, the meaning of this 
word vulgar ? 'Tis only conmion. Nothing that is common, 
except wickedness, can deserve to be spoken of in a tone of 
contempt ; wid when you have lived to my years, you will bo 
disposed to agree with me in thanking God that nothing really 
worth having or caring about in this world is uncommon." 



ViBTUE NOT always BEWARDED IN THIS LiFE. 

Sm Waltie Soor. 

Temporal prosperity is not the recompense which Provi- 
dence has deemed worthy of suffering merit; and it is a 
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dangerous and fatal doctrine to teach young persons, the most 
common readers of romance, that rectitude of conduct and of 
principle are either naturally allied with, or adequately re- 
warded by, the gratification of our passions, or attainment of 
our wishes. In a word, if a virtuous and self-denied character 
is dismissed with temporal wealth, greatness, or rank, the 
reader will be apt to say, " Verily virtue has had its reward." 
But a glance at the great picture of life will show that the 
duties of self-denial, and the sacrifice of passion to principle, 
are seldom thus remunerated ; and that the internal conscious- 
ness of their high-minded discharge of duty produces on their 
own reflections a more adequate recompense in the form of 
that peace which the world cannot give or take away. 



An Anxious Tempeb. — sharp. 

An amdous, restless temper, that runs to meet care on its 
way, that regrets lost opportunities too much, and that is over- 
painstaking in contrivances for happiness, is foolish, and should 
not be indulged. 

If you cannot be happy in one way, be happy in another ; 
and this facility of disposition wants but little aid from philos- 
ophy, for health imd good humor are almost the whole affair. 
Many run about a^r felicity, like an absent-minded man hunt- 
ing for his hat while it is on his head or in his hand. 

Though sometimes small evils, like invisible insects, inflict 
great pain, yet the secret of comfort lies in not suffering trifles 
to vex us, and in prudently cultivating an undergrowth of 
small pleasures, since very few great ones, alas ! are let on 
long leases. 



Energy and Perseverance. — shakp. 

To despond is very easy ; but it requires works as well as 
faith to engage successfully in a difficult undertaking. There 



150 fHB SKONB CLASS RSABSB. 

are, howeYer, few difficulties that bold out against real attacks ; 
thej fl J like the visible hoiizon before those who advaace. A 
passionate desire and an unwearied wiU can perform impossi- 
bilitiesy or what seem to be such to the cold and the feeble. 
If we do but go on, Bome unseen path will open among the 
hills. 

We must not allow ourselves to be discouraged hj the ap- 
parent disproportion between the result of single effi)rts and the 
magnitude of obstacles to be encountered. Nothing good nor 
great is to be obtained without courage and industry; but 
courage and industry must have sunk in despair, and the 
world must have remained unomamented and unimproved, if 
men had nicely compared the effect of a single stroke of the 
chisel with the pyramid to be raised, or of a single impression 
of the spade with the mountain -to be levelled. 

Efforts, it must not be forgotten, are as indispensable as 
desires. The globe is not to be circumnavigated by one wind. 
We should never do nothing. << It is better to wear out than 
to rust out," said Bishop Cumberland. ^ There will be time 
enough to rest in the grave," said a French philosopher. In 
truth, the proper rest for man is change of occupation. 



Moral Effects op Books. — sotthw. 

Would you know whether the tendency of a book is good or 
evil, examine in what state of mind you lay it down. Has it 
induced you to suspect that what you have been accustomed 
to consider unlawful may, after all, be innocent, and that that 
may be harmless which you have hitherto been taught to 
think dangerous ? Has it tended to make you dissatisfied and 
impatient under the control of others, and disposed you to relax 
in that self-government, without which both the laws of God 
and man tell us there can be no virtue, and consequently no 
happiness? Has it attempted to abate your admiration for 
what is great and good, and to diminish in you the love of 
your country and your fellow-creatures? Has it addressed 
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itself to your pride, your vanity, your selfishness, or any other 
of your evil propensities ? Has it disturbed tlie sense of right 
and wrong which the Creator has implanted in the human 
soul ? If so, if you are conscious of all or of any of these 
effects, or if, having escaped from all, you have felt that such 
were the efiects it was intended or hkely to produce, throw the 
book in the fire, whatever name it may bear on the title page. 
Throw it in the fire, young man, though it should have been 
the gift of a friend : young lady, away with the whole set, 
though it should be the prominent furniture of a rosewood 
bookcase! 



UX.— THE LYING SERVANT. 

LOHDOW Maqazihb. 

Thebe lived in Swabia* a certain lord, pious, just, and 
wise, to whose lot it fell to have a serving man, a great rogue, 
and, above all, addicted to the vice of lying. The name of the 
lord is not in the story ; therefore the reader need not trouble 
himself about it 

The knave t was given to boast of his wondrous travels. 
He had visited countries which are nowhere to be found on 
the map, and seen things which mortal eye never beheld. He 
would lie through the twenty-four hours of the clock; for 
he dreamed falsehoods in his sleep, to the truth of which he 
swore when awake. His lord was a shrewd as well as a vir- 
tuous man, and used to see the lies in the valet's mouth ; so 
that he was often caught — hung, as it were, in his own un- 
truths, as in a trap. Nevertheless he persisted still the more 

♦ Swabia was one of the ten circles into which the German empire was di- 
lided previous to its dissolution in 1806. It has now disappeared from the 
maps as a geographical division, its territory having been distributed chiefly 
among Bavaria, "Wirtemberg, and Baden. 

t Knave, in its primitive sense, implied merely the idea of subjection or 
dependence, and meant a servant or a child. It is thus used in this lesson. 
13* 
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in his lies, and when any one said, '^ How can that be ? ^ lie 
woold answer, with fierce oaths and protestations, that it was so. 

It chanced, one pleasant day in spring, after the rains had 
fallen heavilj, and swollen the floods, that the lord and the 
knave rode oat together, and their way was through a silent 
and shady forest Suddenly appeared an old and well-grown 
fox. "Look!" exclaimed the master; **whata huge beast! 
Never before have I seen a renard so large." " Doth this beast 
surprise thee by its hugeness ? " replieth straight the serving 
man, casting his eye slightingly on the animal, as he fled away 
for fear : " I have been in a kingdom where the foxes are as 
big as the bulls in this." Whereupon, hearing so vast a lie, 
the lord answered calmly, but with mockery in his heart, " In 
that kingdom there must be excellent lining for cloaks, if fur- 
riers can there be found to dress skins so large." 

And so they rode on, the lord in silence ; but soon he began 
to sigh heavily. Still he seemed to wax more and more sad 
in spirit, and his sighs grew deeper and more quick. Then 
the knave inquired of the lord what sudden affliction or cause 
of sorrow had happened. " Alas I " replied the wily master, 
" I trust in Heaven's goodness that neither of us two hath to- 
day, by any frowardness of fortune, chanced to say the thing 
which is not ; for, assuredly, he that hath so done must this 
day perish." The knave, on hearing these doleful words, and 
perceiving real sorrow to be depicted on his master's counte- 
nance, instantly felt as if his ears grew more wide, so that not 
a word or syllable of so strange a discovery might escape his 
troubled sense. And so, with eager exclamation, he demanded 
of the lord to ease his suspense, and to explain why so cruel a 
doom was now about him who had spoken an untruth. 

" Hear, then, dear knave," answered the lord, " since thou 
must needs know ; and may no trouble come to thee from what 
I shall say. To-day we ride far, and in our course is a vast 
and heavy-rolling flood, of which the ford is narrow, and the 
pool is deep ; to it hath Heaven given the power of sweeping 
down into its dark holes all dealers in falsehood who may 
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rashly venture to put themselves within its truth-loving current* 
But to him who hath told no lie there is no fear of the river. 
Spur we our horses, for to-day our journey must be long." 

Then the knave thought, '^ Long, indeed, must the journey be 
for some who are now here ; " and as he spurred, he sighed 
more deeply than his master had done before him, who now 
went gayly on. They soon came to a brook. Its waters were 
small, and its channel such as a boy might leap across. Yet, 
nevertheless, the knave began to tremble, and falteringly asked, 
" Is this the river where harmless liars must perish ? " " This ? 
Ah, no," replied the lord ; " this is but a brook ; no liar need 
tremble here." Yet was the knave not wholly assured ; and 
stammering, said, " My gracious lord, thy servant now bethinks 
him, that he to-day hath made a fox too huge ; that of which 
he spake was not so large as an ox, but as big as a good-sized 
deer." The lord replied with wonder in his tone, " What of 
this fox concemeth me ? K large or small, I care not Spur 
we our horses, for to-day our journey must be long." 

" Long, indeed," still thought the serving man ; and in sadness 
he crossed the brook. Then came they to a stream, running 
quickly through a green meadow, the stones showing them- 
selves in many places above its frothy water. The varlet 
started, and cried aloud, " Another river ! Surely of rivers 
there is to-day no end: was it of this thou spakest hereto- 
fore ? " " No," replied the lord, " not of this." And more he 
said not ; yet marked he with inward gladness his servant's 
fear. "Because, in good truth," rejoined the knave, "it is on 
my conscience to give thee note that the fox of which I spake 
was not bigger than a calf." " Large or small, let me not be 
troubled with the fox ; the beast concemeth not me at all." 

As they quitted the wood, they perceived a river in the way, 
which gave sign of having been swollen by the rains ; and on 
it was a boat. " This, then, is the doom of liars," said the 
knave ; and he looked earnestly towards the ferry boat " Be 
informed, my good lord, that renard vras not larger than a fat 
sheep." The lord seemed angry, and answered, " This is not 
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yet the glare of falsehood : why tonne&t me with this fox ? 
Bather spur we our horsesi for we hare &r to go.'' 

Now the day declined, and the shadows of the trayeUers 
lengthened on the ground ; but darker than the twilight was 
the sadness on the face of the knave. And as the wind rustled 
the trees, he ever and anon turned pale, and inquired of his 
master if the noise were of a torrent, or stream of water. Still, 
as the evening fell, his eyes strove to discover the course of a 
winding river. But nothing of the sort could he discern ; so 
that his spirits began to revive, and he was fain to join in dis- 
course with the lord. But the lord held his peace, and looked 
as one who expects an evil thing. 

Suddenly the way became steep, and they descended into a 
low and woody valley, in which there was a broad and black 
river, creeping fearfully along, without bridge or bark to be 
seen near. "Ah, miserable me!" said the knave, turning 
deadly pale; ".this then is the river in which liars must perish." 
" Even so," said the lord ; " this is the stream of which I spake ; 
but the ford is sound and good for true men. Spur we our 
horses, for the night approacheth, and we have yet far to go." 

" My life is dear to me," said the trembling serving man, 
" and thou knowest that if it were lost, my wife would be dis- 
consolate. In sincerity, then, I declare that the fox which I 
saw in the distant country was not larger than that which fled 
£rom us in the wood this morning." 

Then laughed the lord aloud, and said, " Ho, knave ! wert 
thou afraid of thy life ? And will nothing cure thy lying ? 
Is not falsehood, which kills the soul, worse than death, which 
has mastery only over the body? This river is no more 
than any other, nor hath it a power such as I feigned. The 
ford is safe, and the waters gentle as those we have already 
passed ; but who shall pass thee over the shame of this day ? 
In it thou needs must sink, unless penitence come to help thee 
over, and cause thee to look back on the gulf of thy lies, as on 
a danger from which thou hast been delivered by Heaven's 
grace." And as he reproved his servant, the lord rode on into 
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the water, aad both in safety reached the opposite shore. Then 
vowed the knave that from that time forward he would duly 
measure his words ; and glad was he so to escape. 

Such is the stwy of the lying servant and the merry lord, 
by wMeh let the reader profit. 



LX.— A MOSQUITO HUNT. 

[Basil Hall was born in Edinburgh, in 1788, and died in 1844. He was a poet captain 
in tfao British naTy at the time of his death. He was a vigoioQS and entertaining 
writer, especially on sntijects connected with his own profession. The following ex- 
tract is Irom the third series of his Fragments of Voyages and Trarels.] 

In the sleeping apartments of India, great care is taken to 
secure coolness. The beds, which are always large and hard, 
are generally placed as nearly as may be in the very middle of 
the apartment, in the line of the freest thorough draught which 
open doors and windows can command. Round each bed is sus- 
pended a gauze curtain, without which sleep would be as effect- 
ually murdered as ever it was by any tragedy king. For, if 
even one mosquito contrives to gain admission into your for- 
tress, you may, for that night, bid good by not only to sleep, 
but to temper, and almost to health. I defy the most resolute, 
the most serene, or the most robust person that ever lived be- 
tween the tropics, to pass the whole night in bed, within the 
curtains of which a single invader has entered, and not to be 
found, when the morning comes, in a high fever, with every 
atom of his patience exhausted. 

The process of getting into bed, in India, is one requiring 
great dexterity, and not a little scientific engineering. As the 
curtains are carefully tucked in close under the mattress, all 
round, you must decide at once at what part of the bed you 
choose to make your entry. Having surveyed the ground, and 
clearly made up your mind on this point, you take in your right 
hand a kind of brush, or switch, made of a horse's tail ; or, if 
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you be tolerably expert, a towel may answer the purpose. With 
your left hand you then seize that part of the skirt of the curtain 
which is thrust under the bedding at the place you intend to 
enter^ and by the light of the cocoaruut oil lamp you must 
drive away the mosquitoes from your immediate neighborhood^ 
by whisking round your horse tail ; and, before proceeding 
farther, you must be sure you have effectually driven the 
enemy back. 

If you fail in this matter, your repose is effectually dashed 
for that night ; for these provoking animals appear to know 
perfectly well what is going to happen, and assemble with the 
vigor and bravery of the flank companies * appointed to head a 
storming party, ready in one instant to rush into the breach, 
careless alike of horse tails and towels. Let it be supposed, 
however, that you have successfully beaten back the enemy. 
You next promptly form an opening, not a hair's breadth larger 
than your own person, into which you leap, like harlequin 
through a hoop, closing up, with all the speed of fear, the gap 
through which you have shot yourself into your sleeping 
quarters. 

K all these arrangements have been well managed, you may 
amuse yourself for a while by scoffing at and triumphing over 
the clouds of baffled mosquitoes outside, who dash themselves 
against the meshes of the net, in vain attempts to enter your 
sanctum. If, however, for your sins, any one of their number 
has succeeded in entering the place along with yourself, he is 
not so silly as to betray his presence while you are flushed with 
victory, wide awake, and armed with the means of his destruc- 
tion. Far from this, he allows you to chuckle over your fan- 
cied great doings, and to lie down with all the complacency 
and fallacious security of your conquest, and under the entire 
assurance of enjoying a tranquil night's rest Alas for such 
presumptuous hopes ! Scarcely have you dropped gradually 

* Flank companies are the companies which are on the extreme right and 
left, when the regiment is drawn up in line. One of these usually heads a 
storming party. 
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from these visions of the day to the yet more blessed visions 
of the night, and the last faint effort of your eyelids has been 
overcome by the gentle pressure of sleep, when, in deceitful 
slumber, you hear something like the sound of trumpets. 

Straightway your imagination is kindled, and you fancy 
yourself in the midst of a fierce fight, and struggling, not 
against petty insects, but against armed men and thundering 
cannon. In the excitement of the mortal conflict of your 
dream, you awake, not displeased, mayhap, to find that you 
are safe and snug in bed. But in the next instant what is 
your dismay, when you are again saluted by the odious notes 
of a mosquito close at your ear ! The perilous fight of the 
previous dream, in which your honor had become pledged, and 
your life at hazard, is all forgotten in the pressing reality of 
this waking calamity. You resolve to do or die, and not to 
sleep, or even attempt to sleep, till you have finally overcome 
the enemy. 

Just as you have made this manly resolve, and in order to 
deceive the foe, have pretended to be fast asleep, the wary 
mosquito is again heard, circling over you at a distance, but 
gradually coming nearer and nearer in a spiral descent, and at 
each turn gaining upon you one inch, till at length he almost 
touches your ear, and, as you suppose, is about to settle upon 
it. With a sudden jerk, and full of wrath, you bring up your 
hand, and give yourself such a box on the ear as would have 
staggered the best friend you have in the world, and might 
have crushed twenty thousand mosquitoes, had they been 
there congregated. Being convinced that you have now done 
for him, you lie down again. 

In less than ten seconds, however, the very same felon, 
whom you fondly hoped you had executed, is again within hail 
of you, and you can almost fancy there is scorn in the tone of 
his abominable hum. You, of course, watch his motions still 
more intently than before, but only by the ear, for you can 
never see him. We will suppose that you fancy he is aiming 
at your left hand ; indeed, as you are almost sure of it, you 
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wait till he has ceased his song, and Ihen 7011 give jonrself 
another smack, which, I need not saj, pioves quite as fruitless 
as the first. 

About this stage of the action jou discover, to jour horror, 
that 70U hare been soundly bitten in one ear and in both 
heels, but when or how jou cannot telL These wounds, of 
course, put yon into a fine rage, partly from the pain, and 
partly from the insidious manner in which they have been in- 
flicted. Up you spring on your knees — not to j^j. Heaven 
knows ! — but to fight You seize your horse's tail with spite- 
ful rage, and after whisking it round and round, and cracking 
it in every comer of the bed, you feel pretty certain you must 
at last have demolished your friend. 

In this unequal war&re you pass the livelong night, alter- 
nately scratching and cuffing yourself, fretting and fuming to 
no purpose, feverish, angry, sleepy, ]»x>VQked, and wounded in 
twenty different places. At last, just as the long-expected day 
beg^ to dawn, you drop off, quite exhausted, into an unsatis- 
&ctory, heavy slumber, during which your triumphant enemy 
banquets upon your carcass at his convenient leisure. As the 
sun is rising, you awaken only to discover the bloated and 
satiated monster clinging to the top of your bed — an easy, 
but useless and inglorious prey. 



LXL— THE TWO HIGHLANDERS. 

JAMI8 Hogg. 

[James Hogg, often called the Ettrick Shepherd, was a native of Scotland, bom in 
1772, and died in 1835. He was a writer of both poetry and prose. He was a man of 
vigorous genius and original power, not always controlled by taste and Judgment.] 

On the banks of the Albany River, which falls into Hudson's 
Bay, there is, among others, a small colony settled, which is 
mostly made up of emigrants from the Highlands of Scotland. 
Thouj^ the soil of the valleys near the river is very fertile, 
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yet, as the winter is so long and severe, these people do not 
labor incessantly on agriculture, but depend for the most part 
upon their skill in hunting and fishing for their subsistence — 
there being commonly abundance of both game and fish. 

Two young Highlanders, both Macdonalds, went out one day 
into these boundless woods to hunt, each of them armed with a 
well-charged gun in his hand and a Highland dirk by his side. 
They shaped their course towards a small stream which de- 
scends from the mountains to the north-west of the river, on 
the banks of which they knew there were still a few wild swine 
remaining ; and of all other creatures they wished most to meet 
with one of them, little doubting but that they would overcome 
even a pair of them, if chance would direct them to their hid- 
ing places, though they were reported to be so remarkable both 
for their strength and ferocity. 

They were not at all successful, having neglected the com- 
mon game in searching for these animals ; and a little before 
sunset they returned homeward, without having shot any thing 
save one wild turkey. But when they least expected it, to 
their infinite joy, they discovered a deep pit, or cavern, which 
contained a large litter of fine half-grown pigs, and none of the 
old ones with them. This was a prize indeed ; so, without 
losing a moment, Donald said to the other, " Mack, you are 
the littlest man; creep in and dirk the pigs, and Til keep 
watch at the door." 

Mack complied without hesitation, gave his gun to Donald, 
unsheathed his dirk, and crept into the cave head foremost ; 
but after he was all out of sight, save the shoes, he stopped 
short, and called back, " But, Donald, be sure to keep out the 
old ones." " Never fear about that, man," said Donald. 

The cave was deep, but there was abundance of room in the 
farther end ; and Mack, with his sharp dirk, now commenced 
the work of death. He had scarcely well begun, when Donald 
perceived a monstrous wild boar advancing upon him, roaring 
and grinding his tusks, while the fire of rage gleamed from his 
eyes. Donald said not a word for fear of alarming his fri^d : 
14 
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besides, the savage was so hard upon him ere he wa£ ^, 

he scarcely had time for any thing ; so settling himself firm, 
and cocking his gun, he took his aim ; but that the shot might 
prove the more certain death, he suffered the boar to come 
within a few paces of him before he ventured to fire. He at 
last drew the fatal trigger, expecting to blow out his eyes, 
brains, and alL 

But the gun missed fire, or flashed in the pan, I am not sure 
which. There was no time to lose ; Donald dashed the piece 
in the animal's face, turned his back, and fled with precipita- 
tion. The boar pursued him only for a short space ; for having 
heard the cries of his suffering young ones, as he passed the 
mouth of the den, he hastened back to their rescue. Most 
men would have given up all for lost. It was not so with 
Donald ; Mack's life was at stake. As soon as he observed 
the monster return from pursuing him, Donald faced about, 
and pursued him in his turn ; but having, before this, from the 
horror of being torn to pieces, run rather too far without look- 
ing back, the boar had got considerably ahead of him. Donald 
strained every nerve, uttered some piercing cries, and even in 
his haste did not forget to implore assistance from Heaven 

In spite of all his efforts, the enraged animal reached the 
mouth of his den before him, and entered. It was, however, 
Joo narrow for him to walk in on all fours ; he was obliged to 
drag himself in as Mack had done before ; and of course, his 
hind feet lost their hold of the ground. At this important 
crisis, Donald overtook him, laid hold of his large, long tail, 
wrapped it round both his hands, set his feet to the bank, and 
held back in the utmost desperation. 

Mack, who was all unconscious of what was going on above 
ground, wondered in what way he came to be involved in 
utter darkness in a moment. He waited a little while, think- 
ing that Donald was only playing a trick upon him ; but the 
most profound obscurity still continuing, he at length bawled 
out, " Donald, man, Donald, what is it that stops the light ? " 

Donald was too much engaged, and too breathless^ to think 
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of making any reply to Mack's question, till the latter, having 
waited in vain a considerable time for an answer, repeated it 
in a loader voice. Donald's famous laconic answer has often 
been heard of. 

'^ Donald, man, Donald, I say, what is ikthat stops the light." 
cried Mack. 

" K the tail breaks, you'll find what it is," said Donald. 

Donald continued the struggle, and soon began to entertain 
hopes of ultimate success. When the boar pulled to get in, 
Donald held back ; and when he struggled to get back again, 
Donald pushed Kim in. In this position he kept him, until he 
got an opportunity of giving him some deadly stabs with his 
dirk behind the short rib, which soon terminated his existence. 

Our two young friends by this adventure realized a valuable 
prize, and secured so much excellent food that it took them 
several days to get it conveyed home. During the long 
winter nights, while the family were regaling themselves on 
the hams of the great wild boar, often was the above tale re- 
lated, and oft^n applauded and laughed at. 



LXn.— TO THE DRIVING CLOUD. 

LONOrXLLOW. 

Gloomy and dark art thou, O chief of the mighty Omawhaws ; 

Gloomy and dark as the driving cloud, whose name thou hast 
taken ! 

Wrapped in thy scarlet blanket, I see thee stalk through the 
city's 

Narrow and populous streets, as once by the margin of 
rivers 

Stalked those birds unknown, that haye left us only their foot- 
prints. 

What, in a few short years, will remain of thy race but the 
footprints ? 
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How canst thou walk in these streets, who hast trod the green 

turt* of the prairies ? 
How canst thou breathe in this air, who hast breathed the 

sweet air of the mountains ? 
Ahf 'tis in vain that with lordly looks of disdain thou dost 

challenge 
Looks of dislike in return, and question these walls and these 

pavements, 
Claiming the soil for thy hunting grounds, while down-trodden 

millions 
Starve in the garrets of Europe, and cry from its caverns that 

they, too, 
Have been created heirs of the earth, and claim its division ! 
Back, then, back to thy woods in the regions west of the 

Wabash ! 
There as a monarch thou reignest. In autunm the leaves of 

the maple 
Pave the floors of thy palace halls with gold, and in summer 
Pine trees waft through its chambers the odorous breath of 

their branches. 
There thou art strong and great, a hero, a tamer of horses ; 
There thou chasest the stately stag on the banks of the Elk- 
horn, 
Or by the roar of the Running Water, or where the Omawhaw 
Calls thee, and leaps through the wild ravine like a brave of 

the Blackfeet. 

Hark ! what murmurs arise from the heart of those mountain- 
ous deserts ? 

Is it the cry of the Foxes and Crows,* or the mighty Behe- 
moth 

Who, unharmed, on his tusks once caught the bolts of the 
thunder, 

* The Crows, the Foxes, the Mandans, and the Camanches are the 
of Indian tribes in the western part of North America. 
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And now lurks in his lair to destroy the race of the red man ? * 
Far more fatal to thee and thy race than the Crows and the 

Foxes, 
Far more fatal to thee and thy race than the tread of Behe- 
moth, 
Lo ! the big thunder-canoe, that steadily breasts the Missouri's 
Merciless current ; and yonder, afar on the prairies, the camp 

fires 
Gleam through the night ; and the cloud of dust in the gray 

of the daybreak 
Marks not the buffalo's track, nor the Mandan's dexterous 

horse race ; 
It is a caravan, whitening the desert where dwell the Caman- 

ches; 
Ha ! how the breath of these Saxons and Celts, like the blast 

of the east wind, 
Drifts evermore to the west the scanty smokes of the wigwams ! 



LXm.— THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. 

[From a work published in England, for yonng persons, called the Charm.] 

Christopher CoLtT^iBUS, the discoverer of America, was 
an Italian, bom -at Genoa, about the year 1446. His ances- 
tors were seafaring people, and young Columbus early showed 
both an inclination to follow in their footsteps, and such abilities 
as peculiarly qualified him for doing so. His father, who was 
himself a wool comber, gave him an education suited to his 
wishes. He was taught Latin, astronomy, geometry, drawing, 
and geography, and was then sent to sea, at the age of four- 
teen. He first sailed to those parts in the Mediterranean 
which the Genoese were in the habit of visiting for trading 
purposes. The next year his adventurous spirit carried him 

♦ This alludes to an Indian tradition of an unsuccessful attempt by the 
Great Spirit to destroy the mammoth by lightning. 
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on an exploring expedition many hundred miles north of Ice- 
land. Afterwards he joined a sort of privateering squadron, 
commanded by one of his relatives, with w^hom he remained 
some years. In one of their plundering expeditions, the vessel 
in which Ck)lum]bus was, taking fire, together with the enemy's 
ship to which it was grappled, he saved himself by boldly leap- 
ing into the sea, and, with the help of a floating oar, swimming 
to land, a distance of six miles. He was preserved for some- 
thing better than that robbing on the high sea called priva- 
teering. 

In 1470, having married the daughter of a Portuguese sea 
captain, Columbus settled at Lisbon. Portugal was at that 
time the greatest maritime nation of Europe, and Columbus 
made diligent use of the opportunities which his residence and 
connections there afforded him for imi»x)ving his knowledge 
both of the theory and practice of navigation. He was soon 
deeply interested in a subject at that time of considerable im- 
portance — the finding out a shorter sea route to India than the 
one round the Cape of Good Hope. That passage was not 
accomplished till some years after ; but at the period now re- 
ferred to, it was believed to be practicable, though its extreme 
length and the storms that had beset seamen in rounding the 
Cape — it was called the Cape of Storms — rendered it very 
formidable to the imperfect seamanship of that day. 

A variety of reasons led Columbus to believe that, by sailing 
westward from Europe, he should in due time reach the 
eastern shores of Asia ; and, having well considered his plans, 
he sought the assistance needful for such an enterprise from 
his own native city of Genoa, which he was patriotic enough 
to wish should have the benefit of his undertaking. But neither 
its rulers, nor the King of Portugal, to whom he subsequently 
applied, could be persuaded to enter into his views. The 
King of Portugal was, indeed, dishonorable enough, while re- 
jecting Columbus's proposal, to send out a vessel of his own, 
secretly, to try the route marked out by the Italian. But its 
unskilful commander was soon frightened back again by the 
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difficulties he encountered ; and the discovery of this treachery 
sent the indignant Columbus at once to Spain, to unfold his 
scheme to Ferdinand and Isabella, who jointly reigned over 
Castile and Aragon ; while at the same time his brother 
Bartholomew was despatched to England to lay it before 
Henry VIL 

It was by mere accident that the English had not the 
glory and advantage of the illustrious navigator's discoveries. 
Henry received the proposal more favorably than any other 
monarch had done ; but Bartholomew had been captured by 
pirates on his voyage to England, and by the time he ar- 
rived there, his brother, after years of suspense and disap- 
pointment, had at last succeeded in procuring the assistance and 
protection of Ferdinand and Isabella. 

Three small and ill-conditioned vessels, with provisions for 
twelve months, were given to Columbus. With that reli^ous 
spirit which always distinguished this good man, he and all his 
crew solemnly joined in prayers and the holy communion be- 
fore going on board ; and then, just before daybreak on the 
Sd of August, 1492, he set sail from Palos, in Andalusia, 
amid the prayers and good wishes of a vast throng of specta- 
tors. His Httle fleet was steered first to the Canary Islands, 
and in that short distance it was found that his miserable 
vessels were utterly unfit for the voyage before them. One 
of them lost her rudder the very day after leaving port 
Columbus made such repairs as he could, and took in fresh 
provisions at the Canaries, where he remained about three 
weeks, and then directed his course, still westward, into the 
unknown ocean. 

His crew were soon disheartened, and it required all their 
leader's patience, skill, and vigilance to keep them to their 
duty. He dared not even let them know how far they had 
sailed, for fear of their losing courage altogether. When at a 
distance of six or seven hundred miles from land, a peculiar 
property of the magnetized needle in the mariner's compass, 
of which they then first became aware, filled them with ex- 
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treme perturbation ; and though the cause of it suggested hy 
Columbus satbfied them, it did not satisfy himself. As he got 
BtiU farther west, they were alarmed by finding the sea so 
covered with weeds as to hinder their sailing. The poor sailors 
thought they had now come to the very extremity of the ocean, 
and the presence of mind and persevering spirit of Columbus 
had again to be exerted to allay their fears and encourage them 
still to press on. A favorable wind, and the sight of birds, 
which betokened, as they thought, land not far off, proved the 
best remedies for their despondency. 

In a very short time, however, finding land apparently as 
&r off as ever, and themselves farther from their native shores 
than ever Spaniard had sailed before, the crew waxed thorough- 
ly mutinous. Some were for throwing Columbus into the sea, 
and all were bent upon turning their vessels homewards by 
force, if needful. Still the invincible spirit of their captain, 
confident of the justness of his views, sustained him. He tried 
to soothe the irritated and refractory sailors r he tried to tempt 
them with the prospect of the wealth to be gained on the rich 
shores before them — those of India, as he still believed. He 
used the authority with which his sovereign had armed him, 
and threatened them. So quiet was obtained for a few days. 
But then, after more disappointment, those deceptive birds 
flying about as if for the sole purpose of tantalizing them, the 
mutiny, both of officers and men, fairly broke out; and all 
that Columbus could do was to promise, that if they would but 
obey him three days longer, he would then, if land were not 
discovered, do as they wished. 

lie was himself confident, that ere that time the object of 
his voyage would be accomplished. The sounding line — a 
cord with a weight attached, let down into the water to measure 
its depth — brouglit up earth, which showed that the sea was 
sliallowing to the shore. Land birds appeared ; cut wood, with 
fresh berries on the branch of a tree, was picked up ; the clouds 
at sunset had a different aspect ; a mild, warm breeze played 
around them: all showed that they were at last near land. 
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So afiuid, indeed, was Columbus that they might be driven 
upon it in the night, that, after prayers on tlie evening of the 
11th of October, he ordered the usual preparations against 
such an accident to be made. A strict watch was* kept, and 
all remained on deck, looking out eagerly for the first appear- 
ance of land. 



LXIV.— THE SAME, CONCLUDED. 

About ten o'clock, Columbus, who was on the forecastle, 
thought he saw a light in the distance ; and at two o'clock the 
shout of " Land ! land ! " was heard from the Pinta, the vessel 
that always took the lead, and was, therefore, closest in shore. 
At day dawn, the cheering sight of green and well-watered 
fields, with waving woods, presented itself; and a devout 
hymn of thanksgiving was chanted by the toil-worn mariners, 
who immediately hastened to make reparation to their leader 
for the wrong their suspicions had done him. 

At sunrise the boats were rowed on shore, filled with armed 
men, with colors flying and music playing, much to the amaze- 
ment and awe of the simple inhabitants, who had collected to 
see the strangers. Columbus, sword in hand and richly dressed, 
was the first who landed. Kneeling down, he kissed the earth, 
on which he planted the cross, before which all again returned 
thanks to God, who had safely conducted their path across the 
great waters. And then the country was, in the usual manner, 
taken formal possession of, in the name of the Kings of Castile 
and Leon. The island was named San Salvador. It is one 
of the Bahamas. The whole face of the country was new and 
pleasing to the Spaniards, and their first dealings with the 
natives were conducted so as to gain the confidence of the 
latter. 

The search for gold was one of Columbus's objects. He 
visited several other of the islands, but was still told by the 
natives he must sail south for what he sought. This brought 
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him to Cuba, a more fertile and populous island than any of 
the others. The beauty and variety of its landscape much 
delighted him. Finding a navigable stream, he sailed up it. 
" The beaifty of the river," he writes to Ferdinand and Isabella ; 
*^ the clearness of the water, through which I could see the 
sandy bottom ; the multitude of palm trees of different kinds, 
the tallest and finest I had seen, and an infinite number of 
other large and flourishing trees ; the birds, and the verdure 
of the plains, are so wonderfully beautiful, that this country 
excels all others, as far as the day surpasses the night in 
splendor. I am so much amazed at the sight of such beauty, 
that I know not how to describe it" Columbus then, and to 
his death, believed it was the shores of Asia on which he had 
landed ; and this is why these islands were called the " Indies : " 
as the " West Indies " they are still known. 

On the 6th of December he reached Hayti, which he named 
" Hispaniola," in honor of his adopted country.* But, while 
cruising among the islands, his vessel was wrecked ; and 
having now but one remaining, — the Pinta had parted com- 
pany some weeks before, and had not since been seen, — he 
determined to plant in this friendly island a little colony of 
such of his crew as his ship could not accommodate on that 
voyage homeward to announce his success which he now de- 
termined on. The natives were pleased with such an assist- 
ance against their own enemies as they fancied they should 
have in men armed as were the Spaniards, at the very sound 
of whose guns the poor, ignorant people had fallen to the 
ground with terror. A fort was constructed, at the building 
of which the islanders willingly helped. And after giving to 
those who were to remain in it many injunctions to be peace- 
able among themselves and friendly to the natives, — all of 
which were disregarded when he was gone, — Columbus sailed 
homewards on the 4th of January, 1493. Both his own ship 
and the Pinta, which now rejoined him, were in a miserably 

* Hispaniola means Little Spain ; Bispania being the name by which the 
Romans called Spain. 
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leaky condition ; and when in the very midst of the Atlantic, 
he was overtaken by so terrible a storm as left them no hope 
of escape. 

All was done that the naval skill of those days rendered pos- 
sible; and then the poor sailors betook themselves to their 
prayers, expecting every moment to go to the bottom. Amid 
this danger, and while oppressed with thinking of the number 
of lives about to be saciuficed, in some sort through him, and 
with the recollection of his children, whom he had left friend- 
less in a strange land, Columbus had yet presence of mind to 
resolve that his discoveries should not die with him. He went 
into his cabin, and writing an account of them on parchment, 
with the promise of a large reward, on the part of the King 
of Spain, to whomsoever should deliver it safely to him, he 
wrapped it in wax cloth and enclosed it in a cask, which he 
threw into the sea. A similar cask was prepared, and placed 
on the highest part of the ship, in the hope that one or 
other of them might float on shore. Happily, the storm abated, 
and he was able to be the bearer of his own news, arriving, 
after various other misadventures, at the port of Palos, whence 
he had sailed, a little more than seven months after leaving it. 

He was received amid the ringing of bells and firing of 
cannon ; and again the multitude repaired to church, to give 
thanks with him for the happy issue of the voyage, for whose 
success they had before prayed. The king and queen wel- 
comed him with unusual honors ; they rose to greet him, raised 
him as he knelt, and commanded him to be seated while he 
narrated to them the wonders of his seven months' absence. 
Rich gifts were bestowed upon him and his family ; and, to 
his great joy, another and more suitable squadron was ordered 
to be equipped, to enable him to prosecute his discoveries in 
the western seas. 

Seventeen ships sailed under his command from the Bay of 
Cadiz on the 25th of September that same year, 1493 ; and 
the fruits of this voyage were the discovery of more of the 
West Indian islands, among which was that of Jamaica. He 
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had to encounter many troubles on this expedition, and tbroagh 
them was induced to treat the natives less kindly than he had 
formerly done. Wliile at home, his enemies — great men often 
have them — did him so much injury at court, that he was 
obUged to relurn to defend himself. He succeeded in doing 
80 at first. But while on a third voyage, undertaken in 1498, 
— and during which he discovered the continent of America, in 
addition to more islands, — his malicious persecutors gained sucli 
credence as actually to induce Ferdinand, not only to appoint 
•another officer in his place, but to order Columbus to be 
brought home in cliains. The command was executed with 
willing harshness. It was submitted to with dignified firmness* 
Though, when an inferior officer on shipboard respectfully 
ofiTered to remove his fetters, the just indignation of Columbus 
broke out. " No," said he ; "I wear these chains by order of 
my sovereigns. By their command I have been confined, and 
their command alone shall release me." 

It was a shameful proceeding. Ferdinand and Isabella felt 
it so, after they had been guilty ot it. They commanded him 
to be set at liberty as soon as he was on shore, and to have the 
means furnished him of appearing at court. He knelt before 
them, and for some time silence was the only expression of 
his strong emotion. When he found words, it was eloquently 
to defend liimself against the unjust accusations upon which 
he had already been degraded and punished. But the minds 
of the joint sovereigns had been too completely poisoned to 
render full justice to the injured man. Some slight reparation 
was made, but the promised reward of his labors was withheld, 
and Columbus keenly felt the injuries inflicted upon him. 
Still, insulted and wronged as he had been, in 1502 he under- 
took a fourth voyage, in which he discovered that part of 
America bordering on the Gulf of Darien, where he had hoped 
to find a passage through into the Pacific. Such misfortunes 
befell him here, that he named it the " Coast of Vexation.'* 
Storms, mutinies, and other disasters attended him home to 
Spain* There he found his best ftiend. Queen Isabella, dead. 
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Ungrateful neglect was all he received from Ferdinand. And, 
worn out with hardships, disappointment, and ill treatment, 
this great navigator sank into his grave on the 20th of May, 
1506, in the fifty-ninth year of his age. 



LXV.— THE STORK AND THE RUBY. 

R. n. Stoddakd. 

[Richard Henry Stoddai-d is a living American poet, a native of Ilingliam, 

chusetts.] 

A CERTAIN prince, — I have forgot his name, — 
Playing one morning at the archer's game, 
Within a garden where his palace stood. 
Shot at a stork, and spilled the creature's blood 
For very wantonness and cruelty. 
Thrice had he pierced the target in the eye 
At fifty paces ; twice defaced a rose. 
Striking each time the very leaf he chose ; 
Then he set up his dagger in a hedge, 
And split an arrow on its glittering edge. 
What next to hit he knew not. Looking round, 
He saw a stork just lighted on the ground. 
To rest itself after its leagues of flight 
The dewy walk in which it stood was bright. 
So white its plumage, and so clear its eyes, 
Twinkling with innocence and sweet surprise ! 
" I'll shoot the silly bird," the prince exclaimed ; 
And bending his strong bow, he straightway aimed 
His keenest arrow at its panting heart : 
The lucky arrow missed a vital part, 
(Or was it some kind wind that pushed it by ?) 
And only struck and broke the creature's thigh. 
The poor thing tumbled in a lily bed, 
15 
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And its blood ran, and made the lilies red. 

It marked the changing color of the flowers, 

The winding garden walks, the bloomy bowers, 

And last the cruel prince, who laughed with glee -— 

Fixing the picture in its memory : 

This done, it struggled up and flew away, 

Leaving the prince amazed, and in dismay. 

Beyond the city walls, a league or more, 
A little maid was spinning at her door, 
Singing old songs to cheer the long day's work : 
Her name was Heraclis. The fainting stork 
Dropped at her feet, and with its ebon bill 
Showed her its thigh broken, and bleeding still : 
She fetched it water from a neighbor spring. 
And while it drank and washed each dabbled wing, 
She set the fractured bones with pious care. 
And bound them with the fillet of her hair. 
Eased of its pain, again it flew away. 
Leaving the maiden happier all the day. 

That night the prince, as usual, went to bed, 

His royal wine a little in his head : 

Beside him stood a casket full of gems,' 

The spoil of conquered monarchs' diadems : 

Great pearls, milk-white, and shining like the moon ; 

Emeralds, grass-green ; sapphires, like skies of June ; 

Brilliants that threw their light upon the wall, 

And one great ruby that outshone them all, 

Large as a pigeon's egg, and red as wine 

When held before the sun — a gem divine. 

Through these he ran his fingers carelessly, 

Like one who dips a handful of the sea, 

To sun his eyes with dripping stars of brine : 

At last he slumbered in the pale moonshine. ' 
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Meantime the watchful stork was in his bowers ; 

Again it saw its blood upon the flowers, 

And saw the walks, the fountain's shaft in air. 

But not the cruel prince ; no prince was there : 

So up and down the spacious courts it flew. 

And ever nearer to the palace drew. 

Passing the lighted windows, row by row, 

It saw the prince, and saw the ruby's glow ; 

Hopping into the chamber, grave and still, 

It seized the ruby with its ebon biU, 

And spreading then its rapid wings in flight, 

Flew out, and vanished in the yawning night 

!Night slowly passed, and morning broke again : 

There came a light tap on the window pane 

Of Heraclis : it woke her ; she arose, 

And slipping on in haste her peasant clothes, 

Opened the door to see who knocked ; and lo ! 

In walked the stork again, as white as snow. 

And in its bill the ruby, whose red ray 

Flamed in her face, anticipating day. 

Again the creature pointed to its thigh, 

And something human brightened in its eye — 

A look that said, ^ I thank you ! " plain as words : 

The virgin's look was brighter than the bird's. 

So glad was she to see it was not dead : 

She stretched her hand to sleek its bowing head ; 

But ere she could, it made a sudden stand, 

And thrust the priceless ruby in her hand, 

And sailing swiflly through the cottage door. 

Mounted the morning sky, and came no more. 
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LXVL— THE DEATH OF THE LITTLE SCHOLAR. 

DlCK£NS. 

[Charles Dickens is a living English novelist, of great original genius and world- 
wide popularity. This lesson is taken from one of bis novels, called Master Hum< 
phrey's Clock. Two of the characters are little Nell, a gentle and lovely child, and her 
grandfather. They wander about £ngland on foot, and at the close of one of their 
da>'s Journeys, are received and entertained by a schoolmaster, whose fevorita pupil 
is on his death bed.] 

Without further preface, he conducted them into his little 
school room, which was parlor and kitchen likewise, and told 
them they were welcome to remain under his roof till morning. 
The child looked round the room as she took her seat. The 
chief ornaments of the walls were certain moral sentences, 
fairlj copied in good round text, and well-worked sums in 
simple addition and multiplication, evidently achieved by the 
same hand, which were plentifully pasted around the room ; for 
the double purpose, as it seemed, of bearing testimony to the 
excellence of the school, and kindling a worthy emulation in 
the bosoms of the scholars. "Yes," said the schoolmaster, 
observing that her attention was caught by these specimens, 
" that's beautiful writing, my dear." " Very, sir," replied the 
child, modestly ; " is it yours ? " " Mine ! " he returned, taking 
out his spectacles, and putting them on, to have a better view 
of the triumphs so dear to his heart ; " I couldn't write like that 
nowadays. No : they are all done by one hand ; a little hand 
it is ; not so old as yours, but a very clever one." 

As the schoolmaster said this, he saw that a small blot of 
ink had been thrown upon one of the copies ; so he took a 
penknife from his pocket, and going up to the wall, carefully 
scratched it out. When he had finished, he walked slowly 
backward from the writing, admiring it as one might con- 
template a beautiful picture, but with something of sadness in 
his voice and manner which quite touched the child, though 
she was unacquainted with its cause. 

^< A little hand, indeed/' said the poor schoolmaster. ** Far 
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beyond all his companions, in his learning and his sports too. 
How did he ever come to be so fond of me ? That I should 
love him is no wonder, but that he should love me — " And 
there the schoolmaster stopped, and took off his spectacles to 
wipe them, as though they had grown dim. " I hope there is 
nothing the matter, sir," said Nell anxiously. 

" Not much, my dear," returned the schoolmaster : " I hoped 
to have seen him on the green to-night. He was always fore- 
most among them. But he'll be there to-morrow." 

" Has he been ill ? " asked the child, with a child's quick 
sympathy. 

" Not very. They said he was wandering in his head 
yesterday, dear boy, and so they said the day before. But 
that's a part of that kind of disorder : it's not a bad sign — not 
at all a bad sign." 

The child was silent. He walked to the door, and looked 
wistfully out The shadows of night were gathering, and all 
was still. 

" If he could lean on somebody's arm, he would come to me, 
I know," he said, returning into the room. " He always came 
into the garden to say good night. But perhaps his illness has 
only just taken a favorable turn, and it's too late for him to 
come out, for it's very damp, and there's a heavy dew. It's 
much better he shouldn't come to-night." 

The next day, towards night, an old woman came tottering 
up the garden as speedily as she could, and meeting ihe school- 
master at the door, said he was to go to Dame West's directly, 
and had best run on before her He and the child were on 
the point of going out together for a walk, and without re- 
linquishing her hand, the schoolmaster, hurried away, leaving 
the messenger to follow as she might. 

They stopped at a cottage door, and the schoolmaster 
knocked softly at it with his hand. It was opened without 
loss of time. They passed into an inner room^ where his 
infant friend, half dressed, lay stretched upon a bed. 
15* 
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He was a very young boy ; quite a little child. His hair 
still hung in curis about his face, and his eyes were very 
bright ; but their light was of heaven, not earth. The school- 
master took a seat beside him, and stooping over the pillow, 
whispered his name. The boy sprang up, threw his wasted 
arms around his neck, crying out that he was his dear, kind 
friend. 

" I hope I always was. I meant to be, God knows," said 
the poor schoolmaster. 

** Who is that ? " said the boy, seeing NelL " I am afraid 
to kiss her, lest I should make her ilL Ask her to shake hands 
with me." 

The sobbing child came closer up, and took the little 
languid hand in hers. Releasing his again after a time, the 
sick boy laid him gently down. 

" You remember the garden, Harry," whispered the school- 
master, anxious to rouse him, for a dulness seemed gathering 
upon the child, " and how pleasant it used to be in the evwiing? 
You must make haste to visit it again, for I think the very 
flowers have missed you, and are less gay than they used to be. 
You will come soon, my dear, very soon now, won't you ? " 

The boy smiled faintly, — so very, very faintly, — and put 
his hand upon his friend's gray head. He moved his lips too, 
but no voice came from them ; no, not a sound. 

In the silence that ensued, the hum of distant voices, borne 
upon the evening air, came floating through the open window. 

" What's that ? " said the sick child, opening his eyes. 

" The boys at play upon the green." 

He took a handkerchief from his pillow, and tried to wave 
it above his head. But the feeble arm dropped powerless 
down. 

" Shall I do it ? " said the schoolmaster. 

" Please wave it at the window," was the faint reply. " Tie 
it to the lattice. Some of them may see it there. Perhaps 
they'll think of me, and look this way." 

He raised his head, and glanced from the fluttering signal 



THE SECOND CLASS BEADEB. 177 

to his idle bat, that lay, with slate and book, and other boyish 
property, upon a table in the room. And then he laid him 
down softly once more, and asked if the little girl were there, 
for he could not see her. 

She stepped forward and pressed the passive hand that lay 
upon the coverlet. The two old friends and companions — for 
such they were, though they were man and child — held each 
other in a long embrace, and then the little scholar turned his 
face towards the wall, and fell asleep. 

The poor schoolmaster sat in the same place, holding the 
small, cold hand in his, and chafing it. It was but the hand 
of a dead child. He felt that ; and yet he chafed it still, and 
could not lay it down. 



LXVn.— THE PINE TREE SHILLINGS. 

Hawthohns. 

[Nafhaniel Hawthorne is a Hying American author, remarkable for his original 
genius and the transparent beauty of his style. This and the following lesson are 
taken from a work written by him, called the Whole History of Grandfather's Chair. 
An old man is represented as possessed of a curious old chair, which had been brought 
to New England with the earliest settlers from £urope. His grandchildren ask him 
to relate the adventures of this chair; and in doing so, he tells them anecdotes of men 
distinguished in early New England history, into whose hands be imagines the chair 
to have successiyely passed.] 

Captain John Hull was the mint master of Massachusetts, 
and coined all the money that was made there. This was a 
new line of business ; for, in the earlier days of the colony, the 
current coinage consisted of gold and silver money of England, 
Portugal, and Spain. These coins being scarce, the people 
were often forced to barter their commodities instead of sell- 
ing them. 

For instance, if a man wanted to buy a coat, he perhaps 
exchanged a bear skin for it. If he wished for a barrel of 
molasses, he might purchase it with a pile of pine boards. 
Musket bullets were used instead of farthings. The Indians 
had a sort of money, called wampum, which was made of dam 
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ehells ; and this strange sort of specie was likewise taken in 
payment of debts by the English settlers. Bank bills had 
never been heard o£ There was not money enough of any 
kind, in many parts of the countiy, to pay the salaries of the 
ministers ; so that they sometimes had to take quintals of fish, 
bushels of com, or cords of wood, instead of silver or gold. 

As the people grew more numerous, and their trade one 
with another increased, the want of current money was stiU 
more sensibly felt To supply the demand, the General Court 
passed a law for establishing a coinage of shillings, sixpences, 
and threepences. Captain John Hull was appointed to manu- 
facture this money, and was to have about one shilling out of 
every twenty to pay him for the trouble of making them.- 

Hereupon all the old silver in the colony was handed over 
to Captain John Hull. The battered silver cans and tankards, 
I suppose, and silver buckles, and broken spoons, and silver 
buttons of worn-out coats, and silver hilts of swords that had 
figured at court, — all such curious old articles were doubtless 
thrown into the melting pot together. But by far the greater 
part of the silver consisted of bullion* from the mines of South 
America, which the English buccaneers — who were little 
better than pirates — had taken from * the Spaniards, and 
brought to Massachusetts. 

All this old and new silver being melted down and Coined, 
the result was an immense amount of splendid shillings, six- 
pences, and threepences. Each had the date, 1652, on the one 
side, and the figure of a pine tree on the other. Hence they 
were called pine tree shillings. And for every twenty shillings 
that he coined, you will remember, Captain John Hull waa^ 
entitled to put one shilling into his own pocket. 

The magistrates soon began to suspect that the mint master 
would have the best of the bargain. They offered him a large 
sum of money if he would but give up that twentieth shilling 
wliich he was continually dropping into his own pocket. But 
Captain Hull declared himself perfectly satisfied with the 

* Bullion, gold or silver in mass, uncoined. 
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shilling. And well he might be ; for so diligently did he 
labor, that, in a few years, his pockets, his money bags, and 
his strong box were overflowing with pine tree shillings. This 
was probably the case when he came into possession of grand- 
father's chair ; and as he had worked so hard at the mint, it 
was certainly proper that he should have a comfortable chair 
to rest himself in. 

When the mint master had grown very rich, a young man, 
Samuel Sewell by name, came a-courting to his only daughter. 
His daughter — whose name I do not know, but we will call 
her Betsey — was a fine, hearty damsel, by no means so slen- 
der as some young ladies of our own days. On the contrary, 
having always fed heartily on pumpkin pies, doughnuts, Indian 
puddings, and other Puritan dainties, she was as round and 
plump as a pudding herself. With this round, rosy Miss 
Betsey did Samuel Sewell fall in love. As he was a young 
man of good character, industrious in his business, and a 
member of the church, the mint master very readily gave his 
consent. 

" Yes, you may take her," said he, in his rough way ; " and 
you'll find her a heavy burden enough ! " 

On the wedding day, we may suppose that honest John Hull 
dressed himself in a plum-colored coat, all the buttons of which 
were made of pine tree shillings. The buttons of his waist- 
coat were sixpences ; and the knees of his smallclothes were 
^ buttoned with silver threepences. Thus attired, he sat with 
great dignity in grandfather's chair; and, being a portly old 
gentleman, he completely filled it from elbow to elbow. On 
the opposite side of the room, between her bridemaids, sat 
Miss Betsey. She was blushing with all her might, and 
loolsed like a full-blown peony, or a great red apple. 

There, too, was the bridegroom, dressed in a fine purple 
coat and gold lace waistcoat, with as much other finery as the 
Puritan laws and customs would allow him to put on. His 
hair was cropped close to his head, because Governor Endi- 
cott had forbidden any man to wear it below the ears* But he 
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was a very personable jouDg man ; and so thought the bric-:- 
maids and Miss Betsey herself. 

The mint master also was pleased with his new son-in-lav $ 
especially as he had courted Miss Betsey out of pure love, x-K 
had said nothing at all about her portion. So, when t 
marriage ceremony was over, Captain HuU whispered a wc 
to two of his men servants, who immediately went out, a 
soon returned, lugging in a large pair of scales. They were 
such a pair as wholesale merchants use for weighing bulky 
commodities; and quite a bulky commodity was now to be 
weighed in them. 

" Daughter Betsey," said the mint master, " get into one 
side of these scales." 

Miss Betsey — or Mrs. Sewell, as we must now call her — 
did as she was bid, like a dutiful child, without any question 
of the why and wherefore. But what her father could mean, 
unless to make her husband pay for her by the pound, (in 
which case she would have been a dear bargain,) she had not 
the least idea. 

" And now," said honest John Hull to the servants, " bring 
that box hither." 

The box to which the mint master pointed was a huge, 
square, iron-bound, oaken chest ; it was big enough, my 
children, for all four of you to play at hide-and-seek in. The 
servants tugged with might and main, but could not lift this 
enormous receptacle, and were finally obliged to drag it across 
the floor. Captain HuU then took a key from his girdle, un- 
locked the chest, and lifted its ponderous lid. Behold, it was 
full to the brim of bright pine tree shillings, fresh from the 
mint; and Samuel Sewell began to think that his father-in- 
law had got possession of all the money in the Massachusetts 
treasury. But it was only the mint master's honest share of 
the coinage. 

Then the servants, at Captain Hull's command, heaped 
double handfuls of shillings into one side of the scales, while 
Betsey remained in the other. Jingle, jingle, went the shil- 
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lings, as handful after handful was thrown in, till, plump and 
ponderous as she was, they fairly weighed the young lady from 
the floor. 

" There, son Sewell ! " cried the honest mint master, resum- 
ing his seat in grandfather's chair, "take these shillings for 
my daughter's portion. Use her kindly, and thank Heaven 
for her. It is not every wife that's worth her weight in 
silver 1 '* 



LXVm. — THE SUNKEN TREASURE. 

Hawthorns. 

Picture to yourselves, my dear children, a handsome, old- 
fashioned room, with a large, open cupboard at one end, in 
which is displayed a magnificent gold cup, with some other 
splendid articles of gold and silver plate. In another part of 
the room, opposite to a tall looking glass, stands our beloved 
chair, newly polished, and adorned with a gorgeous cushion of 
crimson velvet tufted with gold. 

In the chair sits a man of strong and sturdy frame, whose 
face has been roughened by northern tempests and blackened 
by the burning sun of the West Indies. He wears an immense 
periwig, flowing down over his shoulders. His coat has a 
wide embroidery of golden foliage ; and his waistcoat, likewise, 
is all flowered over and bedizened with gold. His red, rough 
hands, which have done many a good day's work with the 
hammer and adze, are half covered by the delicate lace ruffles 
at his wrists. On a table lies his silver-hilted sword ; and in 
a comer of the room stands his gold-headed cane, made of a 
beautifully polished West India wood. 

Somewhat such an aspect as this did Sir William Phips 
present when he sat in grandfather's chair, after the king had 
appointed him governor of Massachusetts. Truly there was 
need that the old chair should be varnished and decorated 
with a crimson cushion, in order to make it suitable for such a 
magnificent-looking personage. 
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But Sir William Phips had not always worn a gold-em- 
broidered coat, nor always sat so much at his ease as he did in 
grandfather's chair. He was a poor man's son, and was bom 
in the Province of Maine, where he used to tend sheep upon 
the hills in his boyhood and youth. Until he had grown to be 
a man, he did not even know how to read and write. Tired 
of tending sheep, he next apprenticed himself to a ship carpen- 
ter, and spent about four years in hewing the crooked limbs of 
oak trees into knees for vessels. 

In 1673, when he was twenty-two years old, he came to 
Boston, and soon afterwards was married to a widow lady, who 
had property enough to set him up in business. It was not 
long, however, before he lost all the money that he had ac- 
quired by his marriage, and became a poor man again. Still 
he was not discouraged. He often told his wife that, some 
time or other, he should be very rich, and would build a " fair 
brick house " in the Green Lane of Boston. 

Do not suppose, children, that he had been to a fortune teller 
to inquire his destiny. It was his own energy and spirit of 
enterprise, and his resolution to lead an industrious life, that 
made him look forward with so much confidence to better days. 

Several years passed away, and William Phips had not 
yet gained the riches which he promised to himself. During 
this time, he had begun to follow the sea for a living. In the 
year 1684, he happened to hear of a Spanish ship which had 
been cast away near the Bahama Islands, and which was sup- 
posed to contain a great deal of gold and silver. Phips went 
to the place in a small vessel, hoping that he should be able to 
recover -some of the treasure from the wreck. He did not 
succeed, however, in fishing up gold and silver enough to pay 
the expenses of his voyage. 

But, before he returned, he was told of another Spanish ship, 
or galleon, which had been cast away near Porto de la Plata. 
She had now lain as much as fifty years beneath the waves. 
This old ship had been laden with immense wealth; and, 
hitherto, nobody had thought of the possibility of recovering 
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any part of it fix)m the deep sea which was rolling and tossing 
it about But though it was now an old story, and the most 
aged people had almost forgotten that such a vessel had been 
wrecked, William Phips resolved that the sunken treasure 
should again be brought to light. 

He went to London, and obtained admittance to King James, 
who had not jet been driven from his throne. He told the 
king of the vast wealth that was lying at the bottom of the sea. 
King James listened with attention, and thought this a fine 
opportunity to fill his treasury with Spanish gold. He ap- 
pointed William Phips to be captain of a vessel, called the 
Rose Algier, carrying eighteen guns and ninety-five men. So 
now he was Captain Phips of the English navy. 

Captain Phips sailed from England in the Rose Algier, and 
cruised for nearly two years -in the West Indies, endeavoring 
to find the wreck of the Spanish ship. • But the sea is so wide 
and deep, that it is no easy matter to discover the exact spot 
where a sunken vessel lies. The prospect of success seemed 
very small ; and most people would have thought that Captain 
• Phips was as far froYn having money enoiigh to build a "fair 
brick house " as he was while he tended sheep. 

The seamen of the Rose Algier became discouraged, and 
gave up all hope of making their fortunes by discovering the 
Spanish wreck. They wanted to compel Captain Phips to 
turn pirate. There was a much better prospect, they thought, 
of growing rich by plundering vessels which stii^ sailed in the 
sea, than by seeking for a ship that had lain beneath the waves 
full half a century. They broke out in open mutiny, but 
were finally mastered by Phips, and compelled to obey his 
orders. It would have been dangerous, however, to continue 
much longer at sea with such a crew of mutinous sailors ; and, 
besides, thQ Rose Algier was leaky and unseaworthy. So 
Captain Phips judged it best to return to England. 

Before leaving the West Indies, he met with a Spaniard, an 
old man, who remembered the wreck of the Spanish ship, and 
gave him directions how to find the very spot. It was on a 
reef of rocks, a few leagues from Porto de la Plata. 
16 
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LXIX.— THE SA^IE, CONCLUDED. 

On his arrival in England, therefore, Captain Phips solicited 
the king to let him have another vessel, and send him back 
again to the West^Indies. But King James, who had probably 
expected that the ' Rose Algier would return laden with gold, 
refused to have any thing more to do with the affair. Phips 
might never have been able to renew the search if the Duke 
of Albemarle and some other noblemen had not lent their as- 
sistance. They fitted out a ship, and gave the command to* 
Captain Phips. He sailed from England, and arrived safely 
at Porto de la Plata, where he took an adze and assisted his 
men to build a large boat. 

The boat was intended for the purpose of going closer to the 
reef of rocks than a large vessel could safely venture. When 
it was finished, the captain sent several men in it to examine 
the spot where the Spanish ship was said to have been 
wrecked. They were accompanied by some Indians, who 
were skiliul divers, and could go down a great way into the • 
depths of the ^ea. 

The boat's crew proceeded to the reef of rocks, and rowed 
round and round it a great many times. They gazed down 
into the water, which was so transparent that it seemed as if 
they could have seen the gold and silver at the bottom, had 
there been an^ of those precious metals there. Nothing, how- 
ever, could they see ; nothing more valuable than a curious 
sea shrub, which was growing beneath the water, in a crevice 
of the reef of rocks. It flaunted to and fi'o with the swell and 
reflux of the waves, and looked as bright and beautiful as if 
its leaves were gold. 

" We won't go back empty-handed," cried an English sailor ; 
and then he spoke to one of the Indian divers. " Dive down 
and bring me that pretty sea shrub there. That's the only 
treasure we shall find." 

Down plunged the diver, and soon rose dripping from the 
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water, holding the sea shrub in his hand. But he had learned 
some news at the bottom of the sea. 

" There are some ship's guns," said he, the moment he had 
drawn breath, " some great cannon, among the rocks, near 
where the shrub was growing." 

No sooner had he spoken than the English sailors knew 
that they had found the very spot where the Spanish galleon 
had been wrecked so many years before. The' other Indian 
divers immediately plunged over the boat's side, and swam 
headlong down, groping among the rocks and sunken cannon. 
In a few moments one of them rose above the water with a 
heavy lump of silver in his arms. * The single lump was worth 
more than a thousand dollars. The sailors took it into the 
boat, and then rowed back as speedily* as they could, being 
in haste to inform Captain Phips of their good luck. 

But, confidently as the captain had hoped to find the Spanish 
wreck, yet, now that it was really found, the news seemed too 
good to be true. He could not believe it till the sailors 
showed him the lump of silver. 

"Thanks be to God!" then cries Captain Phips. "We 
shall every man of us make our fcfrtunes ! " 

Hereupon the captain and all the crew set to work, with 
iron rakes and great hooks and lines, fishing for gold and silver 
at the bottom of the sea. Up came the treasure in abundance. 
Now they beheld a table of solid silver, once the property of 
an old' Spanish grandee. Now they found a sacramental 
vessel, which had been destined as a gift to some Catholic 
church. Now they drew up a golden cup, fit for the King of 
Spain to drink his wine out of. Perhaps the bony hand of its 
former o'waier had been grasping the precious cup, and was 
drawn up along with it. Now their rakes or fishing lines were 
loaded with masses of silver bullion. There were also pre- 
cious stones among the treasure, glittering and sparkling, so 
that it is a wonder how their radiance could have been con- 
cealed. 

There is something sad and terrible in the idea of snatching 
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all this wealth from the devouring ocean, which had possessed 
it for such a length of years. It seems as if men had no right 
to make themselves rich with it. It ought to have been left 
with the skeletons of the ancient Spaniards who had been, 
drowned when the sliip was wrecked, and whose bones were 
now scattered among the gold and silver. 

But Captain Phips and his crew were troubled with no 
such thoughts as these. After a day or two they lighted on 
anotlier part of the wreck, where th.ey found a great many bags 
of silver dollars. But nobody could have guessed that these 
were money bags. By remaining so long in the salt water, 
they had become covered over with a crust which had the ap- 
pearance of stone, so that it was necessary to break them in 
pieces with hammers and axes. ' When this was done, a stream 
of silver dollars gushed out upon the deck of the vesseL 

The whole value of the recovered treasure, plate, bullion, 
precious stones, and all, was estimated at more than two 
millions of dollars. It was dangerous even to look at such a 
vast amount of wealth. A sea captain, who had assisted 
Phips in the enterprise, utterly lost his reason at the sight 
of it. He died two years afterwards, still raving about the 
treasures that lie at the bottom of the sea. It would . have 
been better for this nyin if he had left the skeletons of the ship- 
wrecked Spaniards in quiet possession of their wealth. 

Captain Pliips and his men continued to fish up plate, bul- 
lion, and dollars, as plentifully as ever, till their provision grew 
short. Then, as they could not feed upon gold and silver any 
more than old King Midas * could, they found it necessary to 
go in search of better sustenance. Phips resolved to return 
to England. lie arrived there in 1687, and was received with 
great joy by the Duke of Albemarle and other English lords, 
who had fitted out the vessel. Well they might rejoice ; for 
they took by far the greater part of the treasure to themselves. 

* This alludes to a Greek legend, or stor}', in which a king named Midas 
is represented as having the power to turn every thing he touched into gold ; 
in consequence of which he had nearly starved to death. 
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The captain's share, however, was enough to make him 
comfortable for the rest of liis days. It^lso enabled him to 
ftilfil his promise to his wife, by building a " fair brick house " 
in the Green Lane of Boston. The Duke of Albemarle sent 
Mrs. Phips a magnificent gold cup, worth at least five thou- 
sand dollars. Before Captain Phips left London, King 
James made him a knight ; so that, instead of the obscure 
ship carpenter who had formerly dwelt among them, the in- 
habitants of Boston welcomed him on his return as the rich 
und famous Sir William Phips. 



/ 



LXX.— THE BIRD^LET LOOSE. 

MOORIS. 

The bird let loose in eastern skies. 

When hastening fondly home. 
Ne'er stoops to earth her wing, nor flies 

Where idle warblers roam.^ 
But high she shoots through air and light. 

Above all low delay. 
Where nothing earthly bounds her flight, 

Nor shadow dims her way. 

So grant me, God, from every care 

And stain of passion free. 
Aloft, through virtue's purer air, 

To hold my course to thee j^ 
No sin to cloud, no lure to stay, 

My soul, as home she springs. 
Thy sunshine on her joyful way. 

Thy freedom in her wings. 
16* 
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LXXL-aJO TEE FRINGED GENTIAN. 

Bryant. 



Thou blossom bright with autumn dew, 
And colored with the heaven's own blue, 
That openest when the quiet light 
Succeeds the keen and frosty night, — 

Thou comest not when violets lean 
O'er wandering brooks and springs unseen, 
Or columbines, in purple dressed. 
Nod o'er the ground-bird's hidden negt. 

Thou waitest lat«, and com'st alone. 
When woods are bare and birds are flothi, 
And frosts and shortening days portend 
The aged year is near his end. 

Then doth thy sweet and quiet eye 
Look through its fringes to the sky, 
Blue — blue — as if that sky let fall 
A flower from its cerulean wall. 

I would that thus, when I shall see 
The hour of death draw near to me, 
Hope, blossoming within my heart, 
May look to heaven as I depart. 



• LXXn. — THE MOSS ROSE. 

The Angel of the flowers one day 
Beneath a rose tree sleeping lay ; — 
That spirit to whose charge is given 
To bathe young buds in dew from heaven. 
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Awakening from, his slight repose, 
The Angel whispered to the Rose, — 
" O, fondest object of my care, 
Still fairest found where all is fair, 
For the sweet shade thou hast given me, 
Ask what thou wilt, 'tis granted thee." 
Then said the Rose, with deepened glow,—, 
" On me another grace bestow ; " — 
The Angel paused in silent thought — 
What grace was there the flower had not ? 
'Twas but a moment — o'er the Rose 
A veil of moss the Angel throws. 
And, robed in Nature's simplest weed, 
Could there a flower thatifiose exceed ? 



LXXm.— THE TRIAL OF THE SWORDS. 

SlE WAITEE BCOTf . 

[Sir Walter Scott, one of the eminent names in English literature, waa born in Edin- 
burgh, August 15, 1771, and died September 21, 1832. His works, comprising poems, 
novels, and miscellanies, fill eighty-eight volumes. 

This, lesson is from the Tales of the Crusaders, one of the \rell-known series of ro- 
mances commonly called the Waverley Novels. The scene is laid in Palestine, and the 
time is that of the third crusade. The principal characters are Richard, King of Eng- 
land, and Saladin, the Sultan of Syria and Egypt. Richard is received and entertained 
by Saladin at his place of oncampment. Do Vaux is an English nobleman, in attend- 
ance upon Richard.] 

Richard now assumed tBe foremost place in his troop, 
aware that Saladin himself was approaching. Nor was it long, 
when, in the centre of his body guard, surrounded hj his do- 
mestic officers, came the soldan, with the look and manners of 
one on whose brow Nature had written, This is a King ! In 
his snow-white turban, vest, and 'wide Eastern trousers, wear- 
ing a sash of scarlet silk, without any other ornament, Saladin 
might have seemed the plainest dressed man in his own guard. 
But closer in.spection discerned in his turban tliat inestimable 
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gem which was eaUed,- by the poets, the Sea of Light ; the 
diamond on which his signet was engrayed, and which he wore 
in a ring, was probably worth all the jewels of the Eng- 
lish crown ; and a sapphire^ which terminated the hilt of his 
cimeter^ was not of much inferior value. It should be added, 
that to protect him from the dust, which, in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea, resembles the finest ashes» or perhaps out of Orien- 
tal pride, the soldan wore a sort of veil attached to his turban, 
which partly obscured the view of his noble features. He 
rode a milk-white Arabian, which bore him as if conscious and 
proud of his noble burden. 

There was no need of farther introduction. The two heroie 
monarchs — for such they were — threw themselves at once 
froni horseback, and thoi troops halting and the music sud- 
denly ceasing, they advanced to meet each other in profound 
silence ; and, aifter a courteous inclination on either side, they 
embraced as brethren and equals. The pomp and display upon 
both sides attracted no further notice — no one saw aught save 
Eichard and Saladin, and they too beheld nothing but each 
other. The looks with which Richard surveyed Saladin were, 
however, moi'e intently curious than those which the soldan fixed 
upon him ; and the soldan also was the first to break silence. 

" The Melech Ric * is welcome to Saladin as water to tliis 
diesert. I trust he hath no distrust of this numerous array ? 
^Excepting the armed slaves of my household, those who sur- 
round you with eyes of wcmder and of welcome, are, even 
the humblest of them, the privileged nobles of my thousand 
tribes ; for wh(^ that could claim a title to be present, would 
remain at home when such a prince was to be seen as. Richard, 
with the terrors of whose name, even on the sands of Yemen,t 
the nurse stills her child, and the free Arab subdues his restive 
steed?" 

" And these are all nobles of Araby ? " said Richard, look- 

* The name by T^hich King Richard was called by the Saraeeas. 
t Arabia. 
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ing around on wild forms with their persons covered with 
haicks,* their countenance swart f with the sunbeams, their 
teeth as white as ivory, their black eyes glancing with fierce 
and preternatural lustre from under the shade of their^ turbans, 
and their dress being in general simple, even to meanness. 

** They claim such rank," said Saladin ; " but though numer- 
ous, they are within the conditions of the treaty, and bear no 
arms but the sabre; even the iron of their lances is left 
behind/' 

" I fear," muttered De Vaux J in English, " they have left 
them where they can be soon found. A most flourishing 
House of Peers, I confess, and would find Westminster Hall 
something too narrow for them." 

" Hush, De Vaux," said Richard, " I command thee. No- 
ble Saladin," he said, " suspicion and thou cannot exist on the 
same ground. Seest thou," pointing to the litters — "I too 
have brought some champions with me, though armed, perhaps 
in breach rf agreement ; for bright eyes and fair features are 
weapons which cannot be left behind." 

The soldan, turning to the litters, made an obeisance as 
lowly as if looking towards Mecca, and kissed the sand in to- 
ken of respect 

"Nay," said Richard, "they will not fear a closer encoun- 
ter, brother : wilt thou not ride towards their litters, and the 
curtains will be presently withdrawn ? " 

" That may not be," said Saladin ; " since not an Arab looks 
on who would not think it shame to the noble ladies to be 
seen with their faces uncovered. But will not my brother 
pass to the tent which his servant hath prepared for him ? 
My principal black slave hath taken order for the reception of 
the princesses ; the officers of my household will attend your 
followers, and ourself will be the chamberlam of the- royal 
Richard." 

* Haick, a piece of cotton or woollen cloth, worn by the Arabs over the 
tunic, 
t Swart, dark. + Pronounced De Vo. 
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He led the way, accordingly, to a splendid pavilion, where 
was every thing that royal luxury could devise. De Vaux, 
who was in attendance, then removed the long riding doak 
which Richard wore, and he stood before Saladin in the close 
dress which showed to advantage the strength and symmetry 
of his person, while it bore a strong contrast to the flowing 
robes which disguised the thin frame of the Eastern monarch. 
It was Richard's two-handed sword that chiefly attracted the 
atten^n of the Saracen, a broad, straight blade, the seemingly 
unwieldy length of which extended well nigh from the shoulder 
to the heel of the wearer. 

^ Had I not," said Saladin, ^ seen this brand flaming in the 
front of battle, like that of Azrael,* I had scarce believed that 
human arm could wield it. Might I request to see the Melech 
Ric strike one blow with it in peace, and in pure trial of 
strength?" 

" Willingly, noble Saladin," answered Richard; and looking 
around for something whereon to exercise his strength, he saw 
a steel mace, held by one of the attendants, the handle being 
of the same metal, %nd about an inch and a half in diameter: 
this he placed on a block of wood. * 

The anxiety of De Vaux for his master's honor led him to 
whisper in English, " For the blessed. Virgin's sake, beware 
what you attempt, my liege ! Your full strength is not as yet 
returned — give no triumph to the infidel." 

" Peace, fool ! " said Richard, standing firm on his ground, 
and casting a fierce glance around : ^^ thinkest thou that I can 
fail in his presence ? " 

The glittering broftdswordy wielded by both his hands, rose 
aloft to the king's left shoulder, circled round his head, descend- 
ed with the sway of some terrific Qngine, and the bar of iron 
rolled on the ground in two pieces, as a woodsman would sever 
a sapling with a hedging-biU.f 

" By the head of the prophet, a most wonderful blow ! " 

* The name of the angel of death. 

f Hedffinff-billf a cutting instrument used in trimming hedges. 
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said the soldan, critically and accurately examining the iron 
bar which had been cut asunder ; and the blade of the sword was 
80 well tempered as to exhibit not the least token of having 
suffered by the feat it had performed. He then took the king's 
hand, and looking on the size and muscular strength which it 
exhibited, laughed as he placed it beside his own, so lank and 
thin, so inferior in: brawn and sinew, 

" Ay, look well " said De Vaux in EhgHsh ; " it Avill be long 
ere your long jackanape's fingers do such a feat with your fine 
gilded reaping hook there." 

" Silence, De Vaux," said Richard ; " by Our Lady, he un- 
derstands or guesses thy meaning — be not so broad, I pray 
thee." 

The soldan, indeed, presently said "Something I would 
fain attempt ; though, wherefore should the weak shpw their 
inferiority in presence of the strong ? Yet each land hath its 
own exercises, and this may be new to the Melech Ric." So 
saying, he took from the floor a cushion of silk and down, and 
placed it upright on one end. " Can thy weapon, my brother, 
sever that cushion ? " he said to King Richard. 

" No, surely," replied the king ; " no sword on earth, were 
it the Excalibar of Bang Arthur,* can cut that which opposes 
no steady resistance to the blow." 

" Mark, then," said Saladin ; and tucking up the sleeve of 
his gown, showed his arm, thin indeed and spare, but which 
constant exercise had hardened into a mass consisting of 
nought but bone, brawn, and sinew. He unsheathed his cim- 
eter, a curved and narrow blade, which glittered not like the 
swords of the Franks, but was, on the contrary, of a dull blue 
color, mailed with ten millions of meandering lines, which 
showed how anxiously the metal had been welded by the ar- 
morer. Wielding this weapon, apparently so inefhcient when 
compared to that of Richard, the solda^ stood resting his 
weight upon his lefl foot, which was slightly advanced ; he bal- 

* An early British monarch, celebrated in poetry. He had a eword of 
miraculous power called Excalibar. 
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anced himself a little as if to steady his aim, then stepping at 
once forward, drew ilie cimeter across the cnshion> applying 
the edge so dexterously, and with so little apparent efiroi-t, tliat 
the cushion seemed rather to fall asunder than to be divided 
by violence. 

" It is a juggler's trick,** said De Vaux, darting forward and 
snatching up the portion of the cushion which liad been cut o% 
as if to assure himself' of the reality of the feat ; " there is 
gramarye* in this." 

The soldan seemed to comprehend him, for he undid the scH*t 
of veil which he had hitherto worn, laid it double alwig the 
edge of his sabre, extended the weapon edgewise in the air, 
and drawing it suddenly through the veil, although it hung oii 
the blade entirely loose, severed that also into two parts, which 
floated to. different sides of the tent, equally displaying the ex- 
treme- temper and sharpness of the weapon, and the exquisite 
dexterity of him who used it 

" Now, in good faith, my brother,*^ said Richard, " thou art 
even matchless at the trick of the sword, and right perilous 
were it to meet thee. Still, however, I put some failh in a 
downright English blow, and what we cannot do by sli^t, we 
eke out by strength." 



LXXIV.— THE DEATH OF DE BOUNK 

Sir Walter Scott. 

[Thill lesson Is taken from the Lord of the Isles, a poem nanHtiog the chief incidents 
in the life of Robert Bruce, King of Scotland, who defeated the English in the battle of 
Bannockbnfn, fonght Juno 24, 1314. A spirited account of the battle concludes tho 
Ix>om. On the oTening before tho fight, as the king was arranging his troops, he was 
attacked by an English knight, who fell in the encounter, as here narrated.] 

Toe monarch rode along the van 

The foe's approaching force to scan. 

His line to marshal and to range, 

And ranks to square, and fronts to change. 

* Gramarycy ^vitchcraft or magic. ^ 
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Alone he rode — from head to heel 
Sheathed in his ready arms of steel ; 
Nor mounted yet on war horse wight,* 
But, till more near the shock of fight, 
Reining a palfrey low and light. 
A diadem of gold was set 
Above his bright steel basinet ; f 
. Truncheon or leading staff he lacks, 
Bearing, instead, a battle axe. 
He ranged his soldiers for the fight 
Accoutred thus, in open sight 
Of either host. Three bowshots far. 
Paused the deep front of England's war, 
And rested on their arms a while, 
To close and rank their warlike file, • 

And hold high council, if that night 
Should view the strife, or dawning light. 

O, gay, yet fearful to behold, 
Flashing with steel and rough with gold, 
And bristled o'er with bills and spears. 
With plumes and pennons waving fair. 
Was that bright battle front ! for there 
Rode England's king and peers : 
And who that saw that monarch* ride, 
His kingdom battled by his side. 
Could then his direful doom foretell ? I 
Fair was his seat in knightly selle,§ 
And in his sprightly eye was set 
Some spark of the Plantagenet.|| 

♦ Wightj strong. t Basinet, a small helmet. 

X Edward II., who coiMLaiided the English at Bannockbum, was a feeble* 
minded prince, who was Mterwards deposed and cruelly murdered. 

§ Selley saddle. 

11 The Plantagenets were a family that reigned in England for about three 
centuries. Many of them were brave and warlike princes. 

17 
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Though light and wandering was his glance. 
It flashed at sight of shield and lance. 
" Knowest thou," lie said, " De Argentine, 
Yon knight who marshals thus their line ? " 
" The tokens on his helmet tell 
The Bruce, my liege : I know him well." 
" And shall the audacious traitor brave 
The presence where our banners wave ? " 
** So please my liege," said Argentine, 
" Were he but horsed on steed like mine, 
To give him fair and knightly chance, 
I would adventure forth my lance." 
^ In battle day," the king replied, 
^ Nice tourney rules are set aside. 
Still must the rebel dare our wrath ? 
Set on him — sweep him from our path ! " 
And at King Edward's signal soon 
Dashed from the ranks Sir Henry Boune. 

Of Hereford's high blood he came, 

A race renowned for knightly fame. 

He burned before Jiis monarch's eye 

To do some deed of chivalry ; 

He spurred his steed, he couched his lance, 

And darted on the Bruce at once. 

As motionless as rocks that bide 

The wrath of the advancing tide . 

The Bruce stood fast. Each breast beat high 

And dazzled was each gazing eye ; 

The heart had hardly time to think, 

The eyelid scarce had time to wink, 

While on the king, like flash of flame, 

Spurred to full speed the war hgj^e came. 

The partridge may the falcon mock, 

If that slight palfrey stand the shock ; 

But swerving from the knight's career, 



THE SECOND CLASS EBADER. 197 

Just as they met, Bruce shunned the spear. 

Onward the baffled warrior bore 

His course — but soon his course was o'er! 

High in his stirrups stood the king, 

And gave his battle axe the swing. 

Right on De Boune, the whiles he passed, 

Fell that stern dint, the first, the last ! 

Such strength upon the blow was put. 

The helmet crushed like hazel nut ; • • 

The axe shaft, with its brazen clasp. 

Was shivered to the gauntlet grasp. 

Springs from the blow the startled horse, 

Drops to the plain the lifeless eorse ; 

First of that fatal field, how soon. 

How sudden, fell the fierce De Boune ! 



LXXV.— THE FORGIVEN DEBT. 

L. M. Saaqknt. 

About the beginning of the present century, a Boston 
merchant, who had been extensively engaged in commerce, 
died in a good ol(L age, without leaving any will. He had 
been for many years largely interested in the fishing business, 
and his name was familiar to all the hardy fishermen of Cape 
Cod. His eldest son administered upon the estate. 

Among his papers, a package of considerable size was found, 
after his death, carefully tied up, and labelled as follows: 
" Notes, due bills, and accounts against sund!y persons down 
along shore. Some of these may be got by a suit or severe 
dunning. But the people are poor ; most of them have had 
fisherman's luck. My children will do as they think best. 
Perhaps they will think, with me, that it is best to burn this 
package entire." 

" About a month," said my informant, " after our father died, 
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the sons met* together, and, after some general remarks, our 
eldest brother, the administrator, produced this package, of 
whose existence we were already apprised, read the superscrip- 
tion, and asked what course should be taken in regard to it. 
Another brother, a few years younger than the eldest, a man 
of strong, impulsive temperament, unable at the moment to ex- 
press his feeling by words, while he brushed the tears from his 
eyes with one hand, by a spasmodic jerk of the other towards 
th« fireplace, indicated his desire to have the paper put into 
thCTlames. It was suggested by another of our number, that 
it might be well first to make a list of the debtors' names, and 
of the dates and accounts, that we might be enabled, as the in- 
tended discharge wasibr ajl, to' inform such as might offer pay- 
ment, that their debts were forgiven. On the following dajr 
we again assembled ; the list had been prepared, and all the 
notes, due bills, and accounts, whose amount,^ including inter- 
est, exceeded thirty-two thousand dollars, were committed to 
the flames. • 

" It was about four months after our father's death, in the 
month of June, that, as I was sitting in my eldest brother's 
counting room, waiting for an opportunity to speak to him, 
there came in ^ard-favored, little old man, who looked as if 
time and rough weather had been to the windward of him for 
seventy years. He asked if my brother was not the executor. 
He replied that he was administrator, as our father died intes- 
tate. ' Well,' said the stranger, * I have come up from the Cape 
to pay a debt I owed the old gentleman.' My brother," con- 
tinued my informant, " requested him to be seated, being at ' 
the moment engaged. 

" The old maH sat down,.and putting on his glasses, drew 
out a very ancient leather wallet When he had done, and 
there was quite a parcel of notes, as he sat, waiting his turn, 
slowly twisting his thumbs, with his old, gray, meditative eyes 
upon the floor, he sighed ; and I well supposed the money, as 
the phrase runs, came hard, and secretly wished the old man's 
name might be found upon the forgiven list. My brother was 
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soon at leisure, and asked him the common questions, his name, 
&c. The original debt was four hundred and forty dollars ; it ' 
had stood a long time, and with the interest amounted to a 
sum between seven and eight hundred dollars. My brother 
went to his table, and after examining the forgiven list atten- 
tively, a sudden smile lighted up his countenance, and told me 
the truth at a glance — the old man's name was there ! My 
brother quietly took a chair by his side, and a conversation en- 
sued between them which I shall never forget. ^ Your note 
is outlawed,'* said my brother ; ^ it was dated twelve years ago, 
payable in two years ; tnere is no witness, and no interest has 
ever been paid ; you are not bound to pay this note : we can- 
not recover the amount.' 

" * Sir,' said the old man, ' I wish to pay it. It is the only 
heavy debt I have in the world. I should like to pay it ; ' and 
he laid the bank notes before my brother, and requested him 
to count them over. 

" * I cannot take this money,' said my brother. 

" The old man became alarmed. ' I have cast simple interest 
for twelve years and a little over,' said the old man. * I will 
pay you compound interest if you say so. That debt ought to 
Jaave been paid long ago ; but your father, sir, was very indul- 
gent; he knew I had been unfortunate, and told me not to 
worry about it.' 

" My brother then set the whole matter plainly before him 
and, taking the bills, returned them to the old man, telling him, 
that although our father left no formal will, he had recom- 
mended to his children to destroy certain notes, due bills, and 
other evidences of debt, and release those who might be legally 
bound to pay them. For a moment the worthy old man seemed 
to be stupefied. After he had collected himself, and wiped a 
few tears from his eyes, he stated, that from the time he had 
heard of our father's death, he had raked and scraped, and 
pinched and spared, to get the money together for the payment 



* By law, notes become outlawed in six years from the time of payment. 
17* 
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of this debt * About ten dajs ago/ said he, ^ I had made np 
the sum within twenty dollars. My wife knew how much the 
payment of this debt lay upon my spirits, and advised me to 
sell a cow, and make up the difference, and get the heavy bur- 
den off my spirits. I did so — and now what will my wife say ? 
I must get home to the Cape and tell her this good news. 
She'll probably say over the veiy words she said when she put 
her hands on my shoulder as we parted — "I have never seen 
the righteous man forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."' 
After a hearty shake of the hand, and a blessing upon our 
father's memory, he went upon his way rejoicing. 

" After a short silence, seizing his pencil and making a cast, 
— * There,* exclaimed my brother, ' your part of the amount 
would bo so much: contriv§ a plan to convey to me your 
share of the pleasure derived ftt)m this operation, and the 
money is at your service."' 



LXXVI.-^ PASSAGES FROM COWPER'S TASK. 

[The Task is a moral and descriptive poem in six books, in which the characteristic 
qualities of the poet's genius arc most happily displayAL] 

Cowper's Description of Himself. 

I WAS a stricken deer, that left the herd 
Long since : with many an arrow deep infixed 
My panting side was charged, when I withdrew, 
To seek a tranquil death in distant shades. 
There was I found by one who had himself 
Been hurt by the archers. In his side he bore. 
And in his hands and feet, the cruel scars. 
With gentle force soliciting the darts. 
He drew them forth, and healed, and bade me live. 



Rural Sounds. 

Nor rural sights alone, but rural sounds, 
Exhilarate the spirit, and restore 
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The tone of languid nature. Mighty winds, 
That sweep the skirt of some far-spreading wood 
Of ancient growth, make music not unlike 
The dash of ocean on his winding shore, 
And lull the spirit while they fill the mind ; 
Nor less composure waits upon the roar 
Of distant floods, or on the softer voice 
Of neighboring fountain, or of rills that slip 
Through the cleft rock, and, chiming as they fall 
Upon loose pebbles, lose themselves at length 
In matted grass, that with a livelier green 
Betrays the secret of their silent course. 



Variety. 

The earth was made so various, that the mind 
Of desultory man, studious of change 
And pleased with novelty, might be indulged. 
Prospects, however lovely, may be seen 
Till half their beauties fade ; the weary sight. 
Too well acquainted with their smiles, slides off 
Fastidious, seeking less familiar scenes. 



Vanity of Earthly Possessions. 

All flesh is grass, and all its glory fades 
Like the fair flower dishevelled in the wind : 
Riches have wings, and grandeur is a dream : 
The man we celebrate must find a tomb. 
And we, that worship him, ignoble graves. 
Nothing is proof against the general curse 
Of vanity, that seizes all beloV. 
The only amaranthine * flower on earth 
Is virtue ; the only lasting treasure, truth. 

♦ Amaranthinei unfading. 
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A Greenhouse. 

Who loves a garden loves a greenhouse too. 
Unconscious of a less propitious alime, 
There blooms exotic beauty, warm and snug, 
"While the winds whistle and the snows descend. 
The spiry myrtle with unwithering leaf 
Shines there, and flourishes. The golden boast 
Of Portugal and Western India there, 
The ruddier orange, and the paler lime, 
Peep through their polished foliage at the storm, 
And seem to smile at what they need not fear. 



The Postman. 

Hark ! 'tis the twanging horn o'er yonder bridge, 

That with its wearisome but needful length 

Bestrides the wintry flood, in which the moon 

Sees her unwrinkled face reflected bright ; — 

He comes, the herald of a noisy world. 

With spattered boots, strapped waist, and frozen locks ; 

News from all nations lumbering at his back. 

True to his charge, the close-packed load behind, 

Yet careless what he brings, his one concern 

Is to conduct it to the destined inn ; 

And, having dropped the expected bag, pass on. 

He whistles as he goes, light-hearted wretch, 

Cold and yet cheerful : messenger of grief 

Perhaps to thousands, and of joy to some ; 

To him indifferent whether grief or joy. 



Winter. 



O Wmter, ruler of the inverted year, 

TBy scattered hair with sleet-like ashes filled, 

Thy breath congealed upon thy lips, thy cheeks 
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Fringed with a beard made white with other snows 

Than those of age, thy forehead wrapped in clouds, 

A leafless branch thy sceptre, and thy throne 

A sliding car, indebted to no wheels, 

But urged by storms along its slippery way, — 

I love thee, all unlovely as thou seem'st, 

And dreaded as thou art 



• Evening. 

Come, evening, once again, season of peace ; 
Return, sweet evening, and continue long ! 
Methinks I see thee in the streaky west, 
With matron step slow-moving, while the Night 
Treads on thy sweeping train ; one hand employed 
In letting fall the curtain of repose 
On bird and beast, the other charged for man 
With sweet oblivion of the car^s of day ; 
Not sumptuously adorned, not needing aid, 
Like homely-featured Night, of clustering gems ; 
A star or two, just twinkling on thy brow. 
Suffices thee ; save that the moon is thine, 
Not less than hers, not worn indeed on high, 
With ostentatious pageantry, but set 
With modest grandeur in thy purple zone, 
Resplendent less, but of an ampler round. 



Wisdom and Knowledge. 

Knowledge and Wisdom, far from being one, 
Have ofttimes no connection. Knowledge dwells 
In heads replete with thoughts of other men ; 
Wisdom in minds attentive to their own. 
Knowledge, a i*ude, unprofitable mass. 
The mere materials with which Wisdom builds, 
Till smoothed, and squared, and fitted to its place, 
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Does but encumber whom its seems t' emrich. 
Knowledge is proud that he has learned so much ; 
Wisdom is humble that he knows no more. 



Woods m Winter. 

I tread 
The walk still verdant under oaks and elms, 
Whose outspread branches overarch the glade. . 
The roof, though movable through all its length 
As the wind sways it, has yet well sufficed, 
And intercepting in their silent fall 
The frequent flakes, has kept a path for me. 
No noise is here, or none that hinders thought 
The redbreast warbles still, but is content 
With slender notes, and more than half suppressed. 
Pleased with his solitude, and flitting light 
From spray to spray, where'er he rests he shakes 
From many a twig the pendent drops of ice, 
That tinkle in the withered leaves below ; 
Stillness, accompanied with sounds so soft, 
Charms more than silence. 



LXXVn.— THE RIVER SAOO. 

J. G. Lyons. 

[The Sacohas its springs in New Hampshire, near the Notch of the White Mountains, 
and reaches the Atlantic after a winding course through the State of Maine. It receives 
the waters of many lakes and streams, passes over numerous &lls, and is throughout 
remarkable for its clearness and beauty.] 

Forth from New Hampshire's granite steeps . 

Fair Saco rolls in chainless pride, 
Rejoicing as it laughs and leaps 

Down the gray mountain's rugged side: 
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The stem, rent crags, and tall, dark pines, 
Watch that young pilgrim passing by. 

While close above them frowns or shines 
The black, torn cloud, or deep-blue sky. 

Soon, gathering strength, it swiftly takes 

Through Bartlett's vales its tuneful way, 
Or hides in Conway's fragrant brakes, 

Eetreating from the glare of day ; 
Now, full of vigorous life, it springs 

From the strong mountain's circling arms, 
And roams, in wide and lucid rings 

Among green Fryburg's woods and farms. 

Here, with low voice, it comes and calls 

For tribute from some hermit lake ; * 
And here it wildly foams and falls. 

Bidding the forest echoes wake : 
Now sweeping on, it runs its race 

By mound and mill in pla3rful glee ; 
Now welcomes with its pure embrace 

The vestal waves of Ossipee. 

At last, with loud and solemn roar. 

Spuming each rocky ledge and bar. 
It sinks where, on the sounding shore. 

The broad Atlantic heaves afar. * 
There on old ocean's faithful breast 

Its wealth of waves it proudly flings ? 
And there its weary waters rest. 

Clear as they left their crystal springs. 

Sweet stream ! it were a fate divine. 
Till this world's tasks and toils were dono, 

To go, like those bright floods of thine, 
Eefreshing all, enslaved by none ; 
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To pass tlirough scenes of calm and strife. 
Singing like thee, iWth holy mirth, 

And close in peace a varied life. 
Unsullied by one stain of earth. 



LXXVin. — BEHIND TIME. 

Fbesman Hunt. 

A BAILBOAD train was rushing along at almost lightning 
speed. A curve. was just ahead, beyond which was a station 
at which the cars usually passed each other. The conductor 
was late, so late that the period during which the down train 
was to wait had nearly elapsed : but he hoped yet to pass the 
curve safely. * Suddenly a locomotive dashed into sight right 
ahead. In an instant there was a collision. A shriek, a sljpck, 
and fifty souls were in eternity ; and all because an engineer 
had been behind time, 

A great battle was going on. Column after column had 
been precipitated for eight mortal hours on the enemy posted 
along the ridge of a hill. The summer sun was sinking to 
the west ; reenforcements for the obstinate defenders wer# al- 
ready in sight ; it was necessary to carry the position with one 
final charge, or every thing would be lost. A powerful corps 
had been summoned from across the country, and if it came up 
in season all would yet be right. The great conqueror, confi- 
dent in its arrival, formed his reserve into an attacking col- 
umn, and led them down the hill. The whole world knows 
the result. Grouchy * failed to appear ; the imperial guard 
was beaten back ; Waterloo was lost. Napoleon died a pris- 
oner at St. Helena because one of«his marshals was behind 
time, 

A leading firm in commercial circles had long struggled 
against bankruptcy. As it had enormous assets in California, 

♦ Pronounced Qroo'shec, 
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it expected remittances by a certain day, and if the sums prom- 
ised arrived, its credit, its honor, and its future prosperity 
would be preserved. But week after week elapsed without 
bringing the gold. At last came the fatal day on which the 
firm had bills maturing to enormous amounts. The steamer 
was telegraphed at daybreak ; but it was found on inquiry 
that she brought no funds ; and the house failed. The next 
arrival brought nearly half a million to the insolvents, but it 
was too late ; they were mined because their agent, in remit- 
ting, had been behind time. 

A condemned man was led out for execution. He had 
taken human life, but under circumstances of the greatest 
provocation, and public sympathy was active in his behalf. 
Thousands had signed petitions for a reprieve, a favorable an- 
swer had been expected the night before, and though it had 
not come, even the sheriff felt confident that it would yet ar- 
rive in season. Thus the morning passed without the appear- 
ance of the messenger. The last moment was up. The pris- 
oner took his place on the drop, the cap was drawn over his eyes, 
the bolt was drawn, and a lifeless body swung revolving in the 
wind. Just at that moment a horseman came into sight, gal- 
loping down hill, his steed covered with foam. He carried a 
packet in his right hand, which he waved partially to the crowd. 
He was the express rider with the reprieve, iBut he had come 
too late. A comparatively innocent man had died an ignomin- 
ious death, because a watch had been five minutes too slow, 
making its bearer arrive behind time. 

It is continually so in life. The best laid plans, the most 
important affairs, the fortunes of individuals, the weaJ of na- 
tions, honor, happiness, life itself, are daily sacrificed because 
somebody is " behind time." There are men who always fail 
in whatever they undertake, simply because they are " behind 
time." There are others who put off reformation year by 
year, till death seizes them, and they perish unrepentant, be- 
cause forever " behind time." Five minutes in a crisis is worth 
years. It is but a little period, yet it has often saved a fortune 
18 
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or redeemed a people. If there is one virtue that should be 
cultivated more than another by him who would succeed in 
fife, it is punctuality ; if there is one error that should be 
avoided, it is being behind time. 



LXXIX.— TWO WINTER PICTURES. 

[It if often iiiterMtiiig to compare poems written upon the eame sotjeet, 1^ different 
•uthon, at different periods. In New England, nearly erery winter gives ns the op- 
portunity of seeing the boantifal appearance presented by the leafless trees, when rain 
has been soddenly followed by a sharp frost; and it is not to be wondered at that so 
dauling a spectacle shoold have fomisbed a theme to poets. Two pieces sog^^ested by 
this sight are here given. The first was written by Ajib&obi Phiups, an Eoglish poet, 
who was bom in 1671, and died In 1749. It fonns part of a poetical epistle addressed 
by the author to the Earl of Dorset, from Copenhagen, dated liarch 9, 1709.] 

And yet but lately have I seen even here 

The winter in a lovely dress appear. 

Ere yet the clouds let fall the treasured snow, 

Or winds began through hazy skies to blow, 

At evening a keen eastern breeze arose, 

And the descending rain unsullied froze. 

Soon as the silent shades of night withdrew. 

The ruddy mom disclosed at once to view 

The face of nature in a rich disguise, 

And brightened every object to my eyes. 

For every shrub, and every blade of grass, 

And every pointed thorn, seemed wrought in glass. 

In pearls and rubies rich the hawthorns show. 

While through the ice the crimson berries glow. 

The thick-sprung reeds, which watery marshes yield. 

Seemed polished lances in a hostile field. 

The stag, in limpid currents, with surprise. 

Sees crystal branches on his forehead rise. 

The spreading oak, the beach, and towering pine, 

Glazed over, in the freezing ether shine. 

The frighted birds the rattling branches shmi^ 
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Which wave and glitter in the distant sun. 

When if a sudden gust of wind arise, 

The brittle forest into atoms flies ; 

The crackling wood beneath the tempest bends, 

And in a spangled shower the prospect ends. 

Or if a southern gale the region wann, 

And by degrees unbind the wintry charm, 

The traveller a miry country sees, 

And journeys sad beneath the drooping trees. 



[The second is by oar own countryman, Bbtant.] 

But Winter has yet brighter scenes — he boasts 

Splendors beyond what gorgeous summer knows ; 

Or autumn with his many fruits, and woods 

All flushed with many hues. Come when the rains 

Have glazed the snow, and clothed the trees with ice. 

While the slant sun of February pours 

Jnto the bowers a flood of light. Approach ! 

Th' incrusted surface shall upbear thy steps. 

And the broad, arching portals of the grove 

Welcome thy entering. Look I the massy trunks 

Are cased in the pure crystal ; each hght spray. 

Nodding and tinkling in the breath of heaven, 

Is studded with its trembling water drops. 

That glimmer with an amethystine light 

But round the parent stem the long, low boughs 

Bend, in a glittering ring, and arbors hide 

The grassy floor. O, you might deem the spot 

The spacious cavern of some virgin mine. 

Deep in the womb of earth — where the gems grow, 

And diamonds put forth radiant rods and bud 

With amethyst and topaz — and the place 

Lit up, most royally, with the pure beam 

That dwells in them. Or haply the vast hall 

Of fairy palace, that outlasts the night, 
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And fades not in the glory of the sun ; — 
Where crystal columns send forth slender shafts 
And crossing arches, and fantastic aisles 
Wind from the sight in brightness, and are lost 
Among the crowded pillars. Raise thine eye ; 
Thou seest no cavern roof, no palace vault ; 
There the blue sky and the white drifting cloud 
Look in. Again the wildered fancy dreams 
Of spouting fountains, frozen as they rose. 
And fixed with all their branching jets, in air. 
And all their sluices sealed. All, all is light ; 
Light without shade But all shall pass away 
With the next sun. From numberless vast trunks, 
Loosened, the crashing ice shall make a sound 
Like the far roar of rivers, and the eve 
Shall close o'er the brown woods as it was wont. 



LXXX.— THE WINGED WORSHIPPERS. 

Spraoux. 

[Charles Sprag^ie te a natiye of Boston, and has always llTed here. He is a man of 
business as well as a poet and scholar. His poetry is graoefnl and finished, and marked 
by a fine tone of moral feeling. — Two swallows, having flown into church daring divine 
aerrice^ were addressed in the following stanzas.] 

Gat, guiltless pair, 
What seek ye firom the fields of heaven ? 

Ye have no need of prayer. 
Ye have no sins to be forgiven. 

Why perch ye here. 
Where mortals to their Maker bend ? 

Can your pure spirits fear 
The God ye never could offend ? 
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Ye never knew 
The crimes for which we come to weep : 

Penance is not for you, 
Blessed wanderers of the upper deep. 

To jou 'tis given 
To wake sweet nature's untaught lays, 

Beneath the arch of heaven 
To chirp away a life of praise. 

Then spread each wing, 
Far, far above, o'er lakes and lands. 

And join the choirs that sing 
In yon blue dome not reared with hands. 

Or, if ye stay 
To note the consecrated hour. 

Teach me the airy way. 
And let me try your envied power. 

Above the crowd 
On upward wings could I but fly, 

I'd bathe in yon bright cloud. 
And seek the stars that gem the sky. 

'Twere heaven indeed 
Through fields of trackless light to soar, 

On nature's charms to feed, 
And nature's own great God adore. 
18* 
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LXXXL — THE FORGED DEED. 

Miss Edoeworth. 

[Maria Edgeworth was twrn in Oxford coanty, England, in 1707, and died in 1840. 
She was one of the most excellent writers of her time; her works being distinguished 
Ibr their good sense, their sound moral tone, their accurate discrimination in the draw- 
ing of character, and their happy blending of humor and pathos. She did much ibr 
the cause of education, and the training of youthful minds. 

The following leason is from one of her novels called Patronage. Sir Robert Fercj 
is in possession of an estate, which he had formerly recoyered of bis cousin, Lewis Per- 
cy, because the latter had lost his title deeds. In time the deeds are found, and Lewis 
Percy sues for the property, and his son, Alfred Percy, a young lawyer, is his counseL At 
the trial, Sir Robert Percy produces a forged deed, and brings forward an old man, to 
swear falsely in support of it. This deed purports to have been drawn by Sir John 
Percy, the grandfather of both parties, and is called a deed of revocation ; that is, a 
deed revoking, or setting aside, a previous conveyance under which Lewis Percy held 
his aetata.] 

William Clebke, the only surviving witness to the deed of 
revocation produced by Sir Robert Percy, was the person on 
whose evidence the cause principally rested. He was now 
summoned to appear, and room was made for him. He was 
upwards of eighty years of age : he came slowly into court, 
and stood supporting himself upon his staff, his head covered 
with thin gray hairs, his countenance placid and smiling, and 
his whole appearance so respectable, so venerable, as to prepos- 
sess immediately the jury and the court in hi$ favor. 

Alfred Percy could scarcely believe it possible that such a 
man as this could be induced to support a forgery. After being 
sworn, he was desired to sit down, which he did, bowing respect- 
fully to the court. Sir Robert Percy *s counsel proceeded to 
examine him as to the points they desired to establish. 

" Your name is William Gierke — is it not ? " 

" My name is William Gierke," answered the old man, in a 
feeble voice. 

" Did you ever see this paper before ? " showing him the 
deed. 

" I did. I was present when Sir John Percy signed it. He 
bade me witness it, that is, write my name at the bottom, wliich 
I did, and then he said, * Take notice, William Gierke : this is 
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a 4eed revoking the deed by which I made over my Hamp- 
shire estate to my yomigest grandson, Lewis Percy — ** 

The witness was going on, but the counsel interrupted. 

" You saw Sir John Percy sign this deed ; you are sure of 
that?" 

" I am sure of that" 

" Is this Sir John Percy's signature ? " 

" It is ; the very same I saw him write ; and here is my 
own name, that he bade me put just there," 

" You can swear that this is your handwriting? " 

" I can : I do." 

" Do you recollect what time Sir John Percy signed this 
deed?" 

" Yes; about three or four days before his death." 

^ Very well, that is all we want of you, Mr. Gierke." 

Alfred Percy desired that Gierke should be detained that 
he might cross-examine him. The defendants went on, pro- 
duced their evidence, examined all their witnesses, and estab- 
lished all they desired- 
Then it came Alfred's turn to cross-examine the witnesses 
that had been produced by his adversary. 

When William Gierke reappeared, Alfred regarding him 
steadfastly, the old man's countenance changed a little ; but 
still he looked prepared to stand a cross-examination. In spite 
of all his efforts, however, he trembled. 

" Your name is William Gierke, and this," said Alfred, point- 
ing to the witness's signature, " is your handwriting ? " 

** Yes, I say it is." 

<* You can write then ? " putting a pen into his hand ; " be 
so good as to write a few words in the presence of the court." 
He took the pen, but afler making some fruitless attempts, re- 
plied, " I am too old to write. I have not been able to write 
my name these many years. Indeed, sir, indeed you are too 
hard, upon one like me. God knows," said he, looking up to 
heaven, some thought witli feeling, some suspected with hypoc- 
ri.^y — " God knows, sir, I speak the truth, and nothing but the 
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tnith. Have you any more questions to put to me ? I am 
ready to tell all I know. What interest have I to conceal any 
thing ?•* continued he, his voice gaining strength and confidence 
as he went on repeating the lesson which he had been taught. 

It was a longy a long while ago, he said, since it all had 
happened ; but, thank Heaven, his memory had been spared him, 
and he remembei-ed all that had passed, the same as if it was but 
yesterday. He recoHecied how ISr John looked, where he sat, 
what he said when he signed this deed ; and, moreover, he had 
often before heard of a dislike Sir John had taken to his young- 
er grandson, ay, to that young gentleman's father, looking at 
Alfred : " And I was very sorry to hear it, very sorry there 
should be any dispute in the family, for I loved them all," said 
he, wiping his eyes ; " ay, I loved them all alike, from the 
time they were in their cradles. I remember, too, once, Sir 
John said to me, * William Clerke^* says he, 'you are a faithful 
lad ' — for I was a lad once " — 

Alfred had ju^ciously allowed the witness to go on as far 
as he pleased with his story, in the expectation that some ex- 
aggeration and ccHitracDction would appear ; but the judge now 
interrupted the old man, observing that this was nothing to the 
purpose, that he must not take up the time of the court with 
idle tales, but that, if he had any thing more to give in evidence 
respecting the deed, he should relate it. 

The judge was thought to be severe ; and the old man, after 
glancing his eye on the jury, bowed with an air of resignation, 
and an appearance of difficulty, which excited their compassion. 

" We may let him go now, my lord, may we not ?" said Sir 
Robert Percy's counsel. 

" With the permission of his lordship, I will ask one other 
question," said Alfred. 

Now, it should be observed that after the first examination 
of this witness, Alfred had heard him say to Mr. Sharpe,* 
" They forgot to bring out what I had to say about the seaL** 
To which Sharpe had replied, " Enough without it" 

* Mr. Sharpe was Sir Robert Percy's attorney. 
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Alfred had examined the seal, and had observed that there 
was something underneath it : through a small hole in the 
parchment) he saw something between the parchment and the 
sealing wax. 

" You were present, I think you say, Mr. Clei"ke, not only 
when this deed was signed, but when it was sealed ? " 

^ I was, sir," cried Gierke, eager to bring out this part of the 
evidence, as it had been prepared for him by Sir Robert : " I 
surely was ; and I remember it particularly, because of a little 
remarkable circumstance. Sir John, God bless him ! — I think 
I see him now — My lord, under this seal," continued the old 
man, addressing himself to the judge, and putting his shriv- 
elled finger upon the seal — " under this very seal Sir John put 
a sixpence, and he called upon me to observe him doing it ; 
for, my lord, it is my opinion he thought then of what might 
come to pass — he had a sort of foreboding of this day. And 
now, my lord, order them, if you please, to break the seal — 
break it before them all — and if there is not the sixpence 
under it, why, this deed is not Sir John's, and this is none of my 
writing, and," cried he, lifting up his hands and eyes, ^ I am a 
liar and perjured." 

There was a profound silence. The seal was broken : the 
sixpence appeared. It was handed in triumph by Sir Robert 
Percy's counsel to the jury and to the judge. There seemed 
to be no longer a doubt remaining in the minds of the jury, 
and a murmur of congratulation among the partisans of Sir 
Robert seemed to anticipate the verdict. 

" 'Tis all over, I fear, " whispered Alfred's associate counsel 
to him ; " you have done all that could be done ; but they have 
sworn through every thing : it is all over with us." 

" Not yet," said Alfred. Every eye turned upon him, some 
from pity, some from curiosity to see how he bore his defeat. 
At length, when there was silence, he begged to be permitted 
to look at the sixpence. The judge ordered that it should be 
shown to him. He held it to the light to examine the date of 
the coin ; he discovered a fkint impression of a head on th« 
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Bixpence, and, upon closer inspection, he made out the date, 
and showed dearly that the date of the coin was l^ter than 
the date of the deed ; so that there was an absolute impossi- 
bility that this sixpence could have been put under the seal of 
the deed by Sir John. 

The moment Alfred stated this fact, the counsel on the op- 
posite side took the sixpence, examined it, threw down his 
brief, and lefl the court People looked at each other in as- 
tonishment The judge ordered that William Gierke should 
be detained, that he might be prosecuted for perjury. 

The old man fell back senseless. Mr. Sharpe and Sir Rob- 
ert Percy pushed their way together out of court, disclaimed 
by ail who till now appeared as their friends. No further evi- 
dence was offered, and the trial closed. The judge gave a 
short, impressive charge to the jury, who, without withdrawing, 
instantly gave their verdict in favor of the plaintiff, Lewis 
Percy — a verdict that was received with loud acclamations, 
which not even respect for the court could restrain.* 



LXXXn.— THE SHEPHERD AND PHHiOSOPHER. 

Gat. 

[John Qay was born in the county of Devonshire, England, in 1688, and died in 1732. 
He vrote comedies, farces, pastorals, fables, and songs. He has a respectable rank 
among the minor English poets.] 

Remote from cities lived a swain, 
Unvexed with all the cares of gain ; 
His head was silvered o'er with age, 
And long experience made him sage ; 

* Richard LoTell Edgeworth, the father of Maria Edgeworth, states in 
his Memoirs that the remarkable circumstance of the sixpence, as narrated 
in the above lesson, actually occurred in a trial in which his own father was 
plaintiff, who gained his suit in consequence of the detection of -the forgery by 
the date of the coin, which was found to be five years subsequent to that of 
the deed. 
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In summer's heat and winter's cold, 
He fed his flock and penned the fold; 
His hours in cheerful labor flew. 
Nor envy nor ambition knew ; 
His wisdom and his honest fame 
Through all the country raised his name. 

A deep philosopher (whose rules 
Of moral life were drawn from schools) 
The shepherd's homely cottage sought, 
And thus explored his reach of thought 
" Whence is thy learning ? Hath thy toil 
O'er books consumed the midnight oil ? 
Hast thou old Greece and Kome surveyed, 
And the vast sense of Plato* weighed? 
Hath Socrates * thy soul refined, 
And hast thou fathomed TuUy's * mind ? 
Or like the wise Ulysses,* thrown, 
By various fates, on realms unknown. 
Hast thou through many cities strayed 
Their customs, laws, and manners weighed ? " 

The shepherd modestly replied, 
** I ne'er the paths of learning tried ; 
Nor have I roamed in foreign parts, 
To read mankind, their laws and arts ; 
For man is practised in disguise ; 
He cheats the most discerning eyes ; 
Who by that search shall wiser grow, 
When we ourselves can never know ? 
The little knowledge I have gained 
Was all from simple nature drained ; 
Hence my life's maxims took their rise ; 
Hence grew my settled hate to vice, 

• Plato and Socrates Tvere renowned Greek philosophers. Tully, or Mar- 
cus Tullius Cicero, was a famous Roman orator and philosopher. Ul3rsses 
was an Imaginary hero, whose adventures form the subject of Homer's 
Odyssey. 
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** The daily labors of the bee 
Awake my soul to industry : . 
Who can observe the careful ant. 
And not provide for future want ? 
My dog (the trustiest of his kind) 
With gratitude inflames my mind : 
I mark Ids true, his &ithful way. 
And in my service copy Tray. 
In constancy and nuptial love, 
I learn my duty from the dove. 
TTie hen, who from the chilly air. 
With pious wing, protects her care. 
And every fowl that flies at large. 
Instructs me in a parent's charge. 

" From nature too I took my rule. 
To shun contempt and ridicule. 
I never, with important air, 
In conversation overbear. 
Can grave and formal pass for wise, 
When men the solemn owl despise ? 
My tongue within my lips I rein ; 
For who talks much must talk in vain. 
We from the wordy torrent fly : 
Who listens to the chattering pie ? 
Nor would I, with felonious flight, 
By stealth invade my neighbor's right. 
Rapacious animals we hate : 
Kites, hawks, and wolves deserve their fate* 
Do we not just abhorrence find 
Against the toad and serpent kind ? 
But envy, calumny, and spite 
Bear stronger venom in their bite. 
Thus every object of creation 
Can furnish hints to contemplation. 
And from the most minute and mean 
A virtuous mind can morals glean.'' 
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** Thy fame is just," the sage replies ; 
" Thy virtue proves thee truly wise. 
Pride often guides the author's pen ; 
Books as affected are as men : 
But he who studies nature's laws, 
From certain truth his maxims draws ; 
And those, without our schools, suffice 
To make men moral, good, and wise." 



LXXXm — BOYHOOD OF WASHINGTON. 

I&viNa. 

George Washington was bom in the county of West- 
moreland, in the State of Virginia, February 22, 1732. His 
father was Augustine Washington; and the maiden name 
of his mother, his father's second wife, was Mary Ball. 
He was the eldest child of the second marriage. The house 
in which he was bom stood upon Bridge's Creek, and com- 
manded a view over many miles of the Potomac, and the 
opposite shore of Maryland. It had probably been purchased 
with the property, and was one of the primitive farm houses of 
Virginia. The roof was steep, and sloped down into low, pro- 
jecting eaves. It had four rooms on the ground floor, and 
others in the attic; and an immense chimney at each end. 
Not a vestige of it remains. Two or three decayed fig trees, 
with shrubs and vines, linger about the place ; and here and 
there a flower grown wild serves " to mark where a garden 
has been." Such, at least, was the case a few years since ; 
but these may have likewise passed away. A stone marks the 
site of the house, and an inscription denotes its being the birth- 
place of Washington. 

Not long after the birth of George, his father removed to an 
estate in Stafford county, opposite Fredericsburg. The house 
was similar in style to the one at Bridge's Creek, and stood on 
19 
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a rising ground^ overlooking a meadow which bordered the 
Rappahannock. This was the home of George's boyhood: 
the meadow was his plaj ground, and the scene of his athletic 
sports ; but this home, like that in which he was bom, has 
disappeared; the site is only to be traced by fi-agments of 
bricks, china, and earthen ware. 

He received the rudiments of education in the best estab- 
lishment for the purpose that the neighborhood afifooded. It 
was what was called, in popular parlance, an ''old fi^Id school 
house ; " humble enough in its pretensions, and kept by one of 
his father's tenants named Hobby, who, moreover, was sexton 
of the parish. The instruction doled out to him must have 
been of the simplest kind — reading, writing, and ciphering, 
perhaps ; but George had the benelit of mental and moral 
culture at home, from an excellent father, who impressed the 
ductile mind of his child with high maxims of religion and 
virtue, and imbued him with a spirit of justice and generosity, 
and above all a scrupulous love of truth. 

Augustine Washington, his father, died in April, 1743, after 
a short illness, and when but forty-nine years of age. George 
had been absent from home on a visit during his father's ill- 
ness, and just returned in time to receive a pai-ting look of 
affection. 

The children of the second marriage, by their father's will, 
were left under the guardianship of their mother, to whom 
were intrusted the proceeds of all their property until they 
should severally come of age. She proved herself worthy of 
the trust. Endowed with plain, direct good sense, thorough 
conscientiousness, and prompt decision, she governed her family 
strictly, but kindly; exacting deference, while she inspired 
affection. George, being her eldest son, was thought to be her 
favorite ; yet she never gave him undue preference, and the im- 
plicit deference exacted from him in childhood continued to be 
habitually observed by him to the day of her death. He in- 
herited fix>m her a high temper and a spirit of command ; but 
her early precepts and example taught him to restrain and 
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govern that temper, and to square his conduct on tl 
principles of equity and justice. 

Tradition gives an interesting picture of the widow, wii,--. 
her little flock gathered around her, as was her daily wont^ 
reading to them lessons of morality and religion out of some 
standard work. Her fevorite volume was Sir Matthew Hale's 
Contemplations, moral and divine. The admirable maxims 
therein contained, for outward action as well as self-govern- 
ment, sank deep into the mind of George, and, doubtless, had 
a great influence in forming his character. They certainly 
were exemplified in his conduct throughout life. This mother's 
manual, bearing his mother's name, Mary Washington, written 
with her own hand, was ever preserved by him with filial care, 
and may be still seen at Mount Vernon. A precious document ! 
Let those who wish to know the moral foundation of his charac- 
ter consult its pages. 

Having no longer the benefit of a father's instructions at 
home, and the scope of tuition of Hobby, the sexton, being too 
limited for the growing wants of his pupil, George was now 
sent to reside with his brother, Augustine Washington, at 
Bridge's Creek, and enjoy the benefit of a superior school in 
that neighborhood, kept by a Mr. Williams. His education, 
however, was plain and practical. He never attempted the 
learned languages, nor manifested any inclination for rhetoric 
or belles-lettres. His object, or the object of his friends, seems 
to have been confined to fitting him for ordinary business. His 
manuscript school books still exist, and are models of neatness 
and accuracy. One of them, it is true, a ciphering book, pre- 
served in the library at Mount Vernon, has some school-boy 
attempts at calligraphy * — nondescript birds, executed with a 
flourish of the pen, or profiles of faces, probably intended for 
those of his schoolmates — the rest are all grave and business- 
like. Before he was thirteen years of age, he had copied into 
a volume forms for all kinds of mercantile and legal papers, bills 

• CaMigraphyy fine or ornamental penmanship. 
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of exchange, notes of hand, deeds, bonds, and the like. This 
early self-tuition gave him throughout life a lawyer's skill in 
draughting documents, and a merchant's exactness in keeping 
accounts ; so that all the concerns of his various estates, his 
dealings with his domestic stewards and foreign agents, his 
accounts with government, and all his financial transactions 
are to this day to be seen posted up in books, in his own hand- 
writing — monuments of his method and unwearied accuracy. 

He was a self-disciplinarian in physical as well as mental 
matters, and practised himself in all kinds of athletic exercises, 
such as running, leaping, wrestling, pitching quoits, and toss- 
ing bars. His frame even in infancy had been large and 
powerful, and he now excelled most of his playmates in con- 
tests of agility and strength. As a proof of his muscular 
power, a place is still pointed out at Fredericsburg, near the 
lower ferry, where, when a boy, he flung a stone across the 
Rappahannock. In horsemanship, too, he already excelled, 
and was ready to back, and able to manage, the most fiery 
steed. Traditional anecdotes remain of his achievements in 
this respect 

Above all, his inherent probity, and the principles of justice 
on which he regulated all his conduct, even at this early period 
of life, were soon appreciated by his schoolmates ; he was re- 
ferred to as an umpire in their disputes, and his decisions were 
never questioned. As he had formerly been military chieftain, 
he was now legislator of the school ; thus displaying in boy- 
hood a type of the future man. 



LXXXIV— THE AMERICAN EAGLR 

C. W. TnoHPsoR. 

Bird of the heayens ! whose matchless eye 
Alone can front the blaze of day. 

And, wandering through the radiant sky. 
Ne'er from the sunlight turns away ; 
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Whose ample wing was made to rise 

Majestic o'er the loftiest peak, 
On whose chill tops the winter skies 

Around thj nest in tempests speak ! 
What ranger of the winds can dare, 
Proud mountain king, with thee compare ? 
Or lift his gaudier plumes on high. 
Before thy native majesty. 
When thou hast taken thy seat alone, 
Upon thy cloud-encircled throne ? 

Bird of the cliffs ! thy noble form 

Might well be thought almost divine ; 
Bom for the thunder and the storm. 

The mountain and the rock are thine ; 
And there, where never foot has been, 

Thy eyry * is sublimely hung. 
Where lowering skies their wrath begin, 

And loudest lullabies are sung 
By the fierce spirit of the blast. 
When, his snow mantle o'er him cast, 
He sweeps across the mountain top. 
With a dark fury nought can stop. 
And wings his wild, unearthly way 
Far through the clouded realms of day. 

Bird of the sun ! to thee — to thee 

The earliest tints of dawn are known, 
And 'tis thy proud delight to see 

The monarch mount his gorgeous throne. 
Throwing the crimson drapery by. 

That half impedes his glorious way, 
And mounting up the radiant sky. 

Even what he is — the king of day ! 

« Eyry^ an eagle's nest 
19* 
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"Before the regent of the skies 

Men shrink, and veil their dazzled eyes ; 

But thou, ui regal majesty, 

Hast kingly rank, as well as he ; 

And with a steady, dauntless gaze, 

Thou meet'st the splendor of his blaze* 

Bird of Columbia ! well art thou 

An emblem of our native land ; 
With unblenched front, and noble brow, 

Among the nations doomed to stand ; 
Proud, like her mighty mountain woods ; 

Like her own rivers, wandering fi«e ; 
And sending forth, from hills and floods, 

The joyous shout of liberty ! 
Like thee, majestic bird ! like thee 
She stands in unbought majesty. 
With spreading wing, untired and strong, 
That dares a soaring lisu" and long, 
That mounts alofl, nor looks below. 
And will not quail though tempests blow. 



LXXXV.— WASHINGTON AND HIS MOTHER. 

JuvcNiLB Miscellany. 

It is impossible to visit the shades of Mount Vernon, (where 
Washington resided, and now lies buried,) to stand near the 
tomb where the father of his country reposes, to see the 
gardens which he cultivated, the mansion where he rested from 
the toils of the war, the piazza where he so often lingered to 
view the setting sun gild the mighty River Potomac, without 
desiring to be acquainted with his domestic life, and save from 
oblivion every circumstance respecting him. Many anecdotes 
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of fna eady years are treasured in this land qf his nativity. 
Some of the most interesting ones were derived from his mother, 
a dignified and pious matron, who, by the death of her husband 
while her children were young, became the sole conductress 
of their education. To the inquiry, what course she had pur- 
sued in rearing one so truly illustrious, she replied, " Only to 
require obedience, diligence, and truth." These simple rules, 
fiuthfully enforced, and incorporated with the rudiments of 
character, had a powerful influence over his future great- 
ness. 

He was early accustomed to accuracy in all his statements, 
and to speak of his faults and omissions without prevarication 
or disguise. Hence arose that noble openness of soul, and 
contempt of deceit in others, which ever distinguished him. 
Once, by an inadvertence of his youth, a considerable loss had 
been incurred, and of such a nature as to interfere immediately 
with the plans of his mother. He came to her with a frank 
acknowledgment of his error, and she replied, while a tear of 
affection moistened her eye, ^^I had rather it should be so, 
than that my son should have been guilty of a falsehood." 

She was careful not to enervate him by luxury or weak in- 
dulgence. He was inured to early rising, and never permitted 
to be idle. Sometimes he engaged in labors which the children 
of wealthy parents would now account severe, and thus ac- 
quired firmness of frame and a disregard of hardship. The 
systematic improvement of time, which from childhood he had 
been taught, was of great service when tlie weight of a nation's 
concerns devolved upon him. It was then observed by those 
who surrounded his person, that he was never known to be in 
a hurry, but found time for the transaction of the smallest 
affairs in the midst of the greatest and most conflicting duties. 
Such benefit did he derive from attention to the counsels of 
his mother. His obedience to her commands, when a child, 
was cheerful and strict; and as he approached to maturer 
years, the expression of her slightest wishes was a law. 

Her common influ«nce over him was strengthened by that 
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dignity with which a strength of mind had invested her. This 
imparted to her great elevation of feeling. During some 
periods of our revolutionary war, when the fears of the people 
were wrought up to a distressing anxiety, many mistaken re* 
ports were in circulation, which agonized the hearts of those 
whose friends occupied posts of danger. It would sometimes 
be said to her, " Madam, intelligence has been received that 
our army is defeated, and your son a prisoner." " My son,'* 
she would reply, ^ has been in the habit of acting in difficult 
situations." 

At length the blessings of peace and independence were 
vouchsafed to our nation, and Washington, who for eight years 
had been divided from the repose of home, hastened with filial 
reverence to ask his mother's blessing. The hero, " first in 
war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen," came 
to lay his laurels at her feet who had first sown their seeds in 
his soul. 

This venerable woman continued, until past her ninetieth 
year, to be respected and beloved by all around her. At 
length the wasting agony of a cancer terminated her existence, 
at the residence of her daughter, in Fredericsburg, Virginia, 
Washington was with her in the last stages of life, to mitigate 
the severity of her sufferings by the most tender offices of 
affection. With pious grief he closed her eyes, and laid her in 
the grave which she had selected for herself. It was in a 
beautiful and secluded dell, on the family estate, partly over- 
shadowed by trees, where she frequently retired for meditation, 
and where the setting sun beams with the softest radiance. 
Travellers who visit the tomb at Mount Vernon will find it 
interesting to extend their visit to this spot, where the mother 
of our hero, whom he was thought, in person and manners, 
greatly to resemble, rests without a stone. 

We have now seen the man, who was the leader of victori- 
ous armies, the conqueror of a mighty kingdom, and the admi- 
ration of the world, in the delightful attitude of an obedient 
and affectionate son. We have traced many of his virtues 
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back to that sweet submission to maternal guidance which 
distinguished his early years. She whom he honored with, 
such filial reverence, said that " he had learned to command 
others by first learning to obey." 

Let those, therefore, who in the morning of life are ambi- 
tious of future eminence, ci Jtivate the virtue of filial obedience, 
and remember that they cannot be either fortunate or happy 
while they neglect the injunction, " My son, keep thy father's 
commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother." 



LXXXVL— NEW ENGLAND. 

PXROIYAL. 

[JamM 0«iM PardTBl was born in Connecticat in September, 1706, and died in 18IML 
He waa a brilUant and imaginative poet, and also distinguished as a man of sclenoe.] 

Hail to the land whereon we tread, 

Our fondest boast I 
The sepulchre of mighty dead, 
The truest hearts that ever bled. 
Who sleep on glory's brightest bed, 

A fearless host ; 
No slave is here ; our unchained feet 
Walk freely as the waves that beat 

Our coast 

Our fathers crossed the ocean's wave 

To seek this shore : 
They left behind the coward slave 
To welter in his living grave ; 
With hearts unbent, and spirits brave. 

They sternly bore 
Such toils as meaner souls had quelled , 
But souls like these such toils impelled 

To soar. 
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Hail to the mom when first they stood 

On Bunker's height, 
And, fearless, stemmed the invading flood, 
And wrote our dearest rights in blood, 
And mowed in ranks the hireling brood. 

In desperate fight ! 
O, 'twas a proud, exulting day, 
For even our fiillen fortunes lay 

LiHght. 

There is no other land like thee, 

No dearer shore ; 
Thou art the shelter of the free, 
The home, the port of liberty, 
Thou hast been and shalt ever be, 

Tin time is o'er. 
Ere I forget to think upon 
My land, shall nK)ther curse the son 

She bore. 

Thou art the firm, unshaken rock^ 

On which we rest ; 
And, rising from thy hardy stock. 
Thy sons the tyrant's frown shall mock, 
And slavery's galling chains unlock, 

And free the oppressed ; 
All who the wreath of freedom twine 
Beneath the shadow of their vine. 

Are blessed. 

We love thy rude and rocky shore, 

And here we stand — 
Let foreign navies hasten o'er 
And on our heads their fury pour, 
And peal their cannon's loudest roar, 

And storm our land ; 
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They still shall find our lives are giyen 
To die for home ; and leant on Heaven 
Our hand. 



LXXXVn.— MEMORIALS OF WASHINGTON AND 
FRANKLIN. 

[The following deeply interesting prooeedtngs took plaee in the Howe of Bepreeen- 
tatives at Washington, on the 7th day of Febntary, 1843. Mr. George W. Sommers, of 
Virginia, rose and addressed the house as follows.] 

Mb. Speaker : I rise for the purpose of discharging an of- 
fice not connected with the ordinary business of a legislative 
assembly. Yet, in asking permission to interrupt, for a mo- 
ment, the regular order of parliamentary proceedings, I can- 
not doubt that the proposition which I have to submit will 
prove as gratifying as it may be unusual. 

Mr. Samuel T. Washington, a citizen of Kanawha county, in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and one of my constituents, has 
honored me with the commission of presenting, in his name and 
on his behalf, to the Congress of the United States, and through 
that body to the people of the United States, two most inter- 
esting and valuable relics, connected with the past history of 
our country, and with men whose achievements, both in the 
field and in the cabinet, best illustrate and adorn our annals. 

One is the sword worn by George Washington, first as a 
colonel in the colonial service of Virginia, in Forbes's campaign 
against the French and Indians, and afterwards, during the 
whole period of the war of independence as commander-in- 
chief of the American army. 

It is a plain couteau,* or hanger, with a green hilt and silver 
guard. On the upper ward of the scabbard is engraven "J. 
Bailey, Fish Kill." It is accompanied by a buckskin belt, 
which is secured by a silver buckle and dasp) whereon are 

♦ Vronomiced coo4o'. 
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engnven the letters " G. W.** and the figures « 1757." These 
are all of the plainest workmanship, but substantial, and in 
keeping with the man and with the times to which thej be- 
longed. 

The history of this sword is perfectlj authentic, and leaves 
no shadow of doubt as to its identity. The last will and tes- 
tament of Greneral Washington, bearing date on the 9th day 
of February, 1799, contains, among a great variety of be- 
quests, the following clause : — 

** To each of my nephews, William Augustine Washington, 
George Lewis, George Steptoe Washington, Bushrod Wash- 
ington, and Samuel Washington, I give one of the swords, or 
couteaux, of which I may die possessed ; and they are to choose 
in the order they are named. These swords are accompanied 
with an injunction not to unsheathe them for the purpose of 
shedding blood, except it be for self-defence, or in defence of 
their country and its rights ; and, in the latter case, to keep 
them unsheathed, and prefer falling with them in their hands 
to the relinquishment thereof." 

In the distribution of the swords hereby devised among the 
five nephews therein enumerated, the one now presented fell 
to the share of Samuel Washington, the devisee last named in 
the clause of the will which I have just read. 

This gentleman, who died a few years since in the county 
of Kanawha, and who was the father of Samuel T. Washing- 
ton, the donor, I knew welL I have often seen this sword in 
his possession, and received from himself the following account 
of the manner in which it became his property in the division 
made among the devisees : — 

He said that he knew it to have been the side arm of Gen- 
eral Washington during the revolutionary war ; not that used 
on occasions of parade and review, but the constant service 
sword of the great chief; that he had himself seen General 
Washington wear this identical sword, he presumed for the 
last time, when, in 1794, he reviewed the Virginia and Mary- 
land forces, then concentrated at Cumberland under the com* 
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mand of General Lee, and destined to cooperate with the 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey troops, then assembled at Bed- 
ford, in suppressing what has been called the ^ whiskey insur- 
rection.'* 

General Washington was then president of the United 
States, and as such was commander-in-chief of the army. 
It is known that it was his intention to lead the army in person 
upon that occasion, had he found it necessary ; and he went to 
Bedford and Cumberland prepared for that event. The con- 
dition of things did not require it, and he returned to his civil 
duties at Philadelphm. 

Mr. Samuel Washington held the commission of a captain 
at that time himself, and served in that campaign, many of the 
incidents of which he has related to me. 

He was anxious to obtain this particular sword, and pre- 
ferred it to all the others, among which was the ornamented and 
costly present from the great Frederic 

At the time of the division among the nephews, without 
intimating what his preference was, he jocosely remarked, 
that " inasmuch as he was the only one of them who had par- 
ticipated in military service, they ought to permit him to take 
choice." This suggestion was met in the same spirit in which 
it was made, and the selection being awarded him, he chose 
this, the plainest, and, intrinsically, the least valuable of any, 
simply because it was the " battle sword.** 

I am also in possession of the most satisfactory evidence, fiir- 
nished by Colonel George Washington, of Georgetown, the 
nearest male relative now living of General Washington, as 
to the identity of ,this sword. His infoimation, as to its history, 
was derived from his father, William Augustine Washington, 
the devisee iirst named in the clause of the will which I have 
read ; from his uncle the late Judge Bushrod Washington, of 
the Supreme Court ; and Major Lawrence Lewis, the acting 
executor of General Washington's will ; all of whom concurred 
in the statement that the true service sword was that se- 
lected by Captain Samuel Washington, 
20 
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It remained in this gentleman's possession until his death, 
esteemed bj him the most precious memento of his illustrious 
kinsman. It then became the property of his son, who, ani- 
mated by that patriotism which so characterized the ^ father 
of his country," has consented that such a relic ought not to 
be appropriated by an individual citizen, and has instructed 
me, his representative, to offer it to the nation, to be preserved 
in its public depositories as the common property of all, since 
its office has been to achieve and secure the conmion liberty 
of alL 

He has, in like manner, requested me to present this cane to 
the Congress of the United States, deeming it not unwortliy 
the public acceptance. 

This was once the property of the philosopher and patriot 
Benjamin Franklin. 

By a codicil to his last will and testament, we find it thus 
disposed of: — 

" My fine crab-tree walking stick, with a gold head, curious- 
ly wrought in the form of the cap of Liberty, I give to my 
friend, and the friend of mankind, Greneral Washington. If it 
were a sceptre, he has merited it, and would become it." 

General Washington, in his will, devises this cane as fol- 
lows : — 

^ £em. To my brother, Charles Washington, I give and 
bequeath the gold-headed cane left me by Dr. Franklin in his 
will." 

Captain Samuel Washington was the only son of Charles 
Washington, the devisee from whom he derived by inheritance 
this interesting memorial ; and having transmitted it to his son, 
Samuel T. Washington, the latter thus seeks to bestow it wor- 
thily, by associating it with the battle sword in a gift to his 
countrymen. 

I cordially concur with Mr. Washington in the opinion that 
they both merit public preservation ; and I obey, with pleas- 
ure, his wishes in here presenting them, in his name, to the 
nation* 
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Let the sword of the hero, and the staff of the philos- 
opher go together. Let them have place among the proudest 
trophies and most honored memorials of our national achieve- 
ments. 

Upon that staff ouce leaned the sage, of whom it has been 
said, " He snatched the lightning from heaven and the sceptre 
firom tyrants." 

A mighty arm once wielded this sword in a righteous cause, 
even unto the dismemberment of empire. In the hand of 
Washington this was " the sword of the Lord and of Gideon." 

It was never drawn except in the defence of public liberty ; 
it was never sheathed until a glorious and triumphant success 
returned it to the scabbard, without a stain of cruelty or dis- 
honor upon its blade ; it was never surrendered except to that 
country which bestowed it. 



LXXXVin.— THE SAME, CONCLUDED. 

[Mr. John Qoincy AdamB, of Maasachnsetts, rose and addressed the house as follows.] 

In presenting this resolution to the house, it may perhaps 
be expected that I should accompany it with some suitable re- 
marks ; and yet, sir, I never rose to address this house under 
a deeper conviction of the want of words to express the emo- 
ti<;ins that I feeL It is precisely because occasions like this are 
adapted to produce universal sympathy, that little can be said 
by any one, but what, in the language of the heart, in tones 
not loud, but deep, every one present has silently said to him- 
self. 

My respected friend from Virginia, by whom this offering 
of patriotic sentiment has been presented to the representa- 
tive assembly of the nation, has, it seems to me, already said 
all that can be said suitable to this occasion. In parting from 
him, as, after a few short days, we must all do, it will on my 
part bQ, sorrowing that in all probabilily I shall see his &ce and 
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hear his voice no more. — But his words of this day are 
planted in mj memory, and will there remain till the last pul- 
sation of my heart 

The sword of Washington ! The staff of Franexin ! 
O, sir, what associations are linked in adamant with those 
names ! Washington, the warrior of human freedom — Wash- 
ington, whose sword, as my friend has said, was never drawn 
but in the cause of his country, and never sheathed when 
wielded in his country's cause ! Franklin, the philosopher of 
the thunderbolt, the printing press, and the ploughshare ! 
What names are these in the scanty catalogue of the benefac- 
tors of human kind ! Washington and Franklin ! What other 
two men, whose lives belong to the eighteenth century of 
Christendom, have left a deeper impression of themselves 
upon the age in which they lived, and upon all after time ! 

Washington ! the warrior and the legislator ; in war, con- 
tending by the wager of battle for the independence of his 
country, and for the freedom of the human race ; ever mani- 
festing, amidst its horrors, by precept and example, his rever- 
ence for the laws of peace, and for the tenderest sympathies 
of humanity : in peace soothing the ferocious spirit of discord, 
among his own countrymen, into harmony and union, and giv- 
ing to that very sword now presented to his country a charm 
more potent than that attributed in ancient times to the lyre 
of Orpheus. 

Franklin ! the mechanic of his own fortune, teaching, in early 
youth, under the shackles of indigence, the way to wealth, and 
in the shade of obscurity the path to greatness ; in the matu- 
rity of manhood, disarming the thunder of its terrors, the light- 
ning of its fatal blast, and wresting from the tyrant's hand the 
still more afflictive sceptre of oppression : while descending into 
the vale of years, traversing the Atlantic Ocean, braving in 
the dead of winter the battle and the breeze, bearing in his 
hand the charter of independence, which he had contributed 
to form, and tendering, from the self-created nation to the 
mightiest monarchs of Europe, the olive branch of peace, the 
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mercurial wand of commerce, and the amulet of protection 
and safety, to the man of peace on the pathless ocean, firom 
the inexorable cruelty and merciless rapacity of war. 

And finally, in the last stage of life, with fourscore winters 
upon his head, under the torture of an incurable disease, re- 
turning to his native land, closing his days as the chief magis- 
trate of his adopted commonwealth, after contributing by his 
counsels, under the presidency of Washington, and recording 
his name, under the sanction of devout prayer invoked by him 
to God, to that constitution under the auUiority of which we 
are here assembled, as the representatives of the North Amer- 
ican people, to receive in their name, and for them, these ven- 
erable relics of the wise, the valiant, and the good founders of 
our great confederated republic — these sacred symbols of our 
golden age. 

May they be deposited among the archives of our govern- 
ment ; and may every American who shall hereafter behold 
them ejaculate a mingled offering of praise to that Supreme 
Ruler of the universe by whose tender mercies our Union 
has been hitherto preserved through all the vicissitudes and 
revolutions of this turbulent world, and of prayer for the con- 
tinuance of the blessings, by the dispensations of his provi- 
dence, to our beloved country, from age to age, tiU time shall 

be no more. 

After passing an appropriate resolution, accepting Mr. 
Washington's gift;, and tendering him the thanks of Congress 
therefor, the house adjourned. 



LXXXIX. —FRIENDSHIP. 

COTTPER. 

No friendship will abide the test 
That stands on sordid interest 
And mean self-love erected ; 
20* 
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Nor such as may a while subsist 

'Twixt sensualist and sensualist, 

For vicious ends connected. 

Who hopes a friend should have a heart, 
Himself well furnished for the part, 

And ready on occasion 
To show the virtue that he seeks ; 
For 'tis a union that bespeaks 

A just reciprocation. 

A fretful temper will divide 

The closest knot that may be tied, 

By ceaseless, sharp corrosion : 
A temper passionate and fierce 
May suddenly your joys disperse 

At one immense explosion. 

Beware of tattlers ; keep your ear 
Close stopped against the tales they bear^ 

Fruits of their own invention ; 
The separation of chief friends 
Is what their kindness most intends ; 

Their sport is your dissension. 

The man who hails you Tom or Jack, 
And proves by thumping on your back 

His sense of your great merit, 
Is such a friend that one had need 
Be very much his friend indeed 

To pardon or to bear it. 

Some friends make this their prudent plan.* 
"Say little and hear all you can " — 

Safe policy, but hateful ; 
So barren sands imbibe the shower, 
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But render neither fruit nor flower 
Unpleasant and ungratefuL 

Pursue the theme, and jou will find 
A disciplined and furnished mind 

To be at least expedient ; 
And, afler summing all the rest. 
Religion ruling in the breast 

A principal ingredient. 

True friendship has in that a grace 
More than terrestrial in its face, 

That proves it heaven-descended ; 
Man's love of woman not so pure, 
Nor, when sincerest, so secure 

To last till life is ended. 



XC— SPEECH ON THE RECEPTION OF THE 
SAUKS AND FOXES. 

Etxbxtt. 

{Edvard Everett, & higbly distinguished statesmaa, onttor, aad scholar, WM bora In 
Dorchester, Massachoaetts, and now (1866) resides in Boston. 

In tUe autumn of 1837, a delegation of the Sauk and Fox tribes of Indians went to 
Washington on business connected with thdr boundary. It was deemed expedient 
by the United States government that they should vitiit the cities of the Eastern and 
Middle States, and Boston was included In their tour« They were received in Boston 
on the morning of October SO. Mr. Ererett was at that time governor of Massachusetts, 
and in tliat capacity made tiiem the foUowing speech of welcome, which is a happy im- 
itation of the peculiar style of oratory common to our North Ameriean Indians.] 

Chiefs and warriors of the united Sauks and Foxes, you 
are welcome to our hall of council. 

Brothers, you have come a long way from your home to 
visit your white brethren ; we rejoice to tsike you by the hand. 
Brothers, we have heard the names of your chiefs and war- 
riors. Our brethren who have travelled into the west have told 
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US a great deal about the Sauks and Foxes ; we rejoice to see 
jou with our own eyes. Brothers, we are called the Massa- 
chnsetts. This is the name of the red men who once lived 
here. Their wigwams were scattered on yonder fields, and 
their council fire was kindled on this spot. They were c^ the 
same great race as the Saukies and Foxes. 

Brothers, when our fathers came over the great water, they 
were a small band. The red man stood upon the rock by the 
sea side, and saw our fathers. He might have pushed them 
into the water and drowned them. But he stretched out his 
hand to them, and said, " Welcome, white men " Our fathers 
were hungry, and the red man gave them com and venison. 
They were cold, and the red man wrapped them in his blanket. 
"We are now numerous and powerful, but we remember the 
kindness of the red men to our fathers. Brothers, you are 
welcome ; we are glad to see you. 

Brothers^ our faces are pale, and your faces are ^u'k ; but 
our hearts are alike. The Great Spirit has made his children 
of different colors, but he loves them all. 

Brothers, you dwell between the Mississippi and the Mis- 
souri. They are mighty rivers. They have one branch far 
east in the AUeghanies, and another far west in the Rocky 
Mountains ; but they flow together at last into one great 
stream, and run down into the sea. In like manner, the red 
man dwells in the west, and the white man in the east, by the 
great water. But they are all one band, one family. It has 
many branches, and one Head. 

Brothers, as you entered our council house, you beheld the 
image of our great father, Washington.* It is a cold stone ; 
it cannot speak. But he was the friend of the red man, and 
bade his children live in friendship with their red brethren. 
He is gone to the world of spirits, but his words have made 
a very deep print in our hearts, like the step of a strong buffalo 
on the soft clay of the prairie. 

* There k a statae of Washington, by Chaatrej, m the State House m 
Boston. 
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Brother, I perceive your little son between your knees. 
May the Great Spirit preserve his life, my brother. He 
grows up before you, like the tender sapling by the side of the 
mighty oak. May they flourish for a long time together ; and 
when the mighty oak is fallen on the ground, may the young 
tree All its place in the forest, and spread out its branches over 
the tribe. 

Brothers, I make you a short talk, and again bid you wel- 
come to our council halL 



XCL— ORLANDO AND JAQUES. 

Bbakspsa&i. 

[WilUain Shakspeare, the illustrioiis dramatic poet, waa born at Stratford on Aron, 
in England, in April, 1564, and died in 1616. 

This lesson is taken £rom As Ton Like It, one of his comedies, a play fuU of exquisite 
poetry, and the finest pictures of woodland life. Many of the scenes — the following 
among them— are laid in a forest. Orlando is a young man in love with Rosalind. 
Jaques is a nobleman in attendance upon a banished duke, who liyes in the wood, and 
is Rosalind's father.] 

Jaques. I thank you for your company ; but, good faith, I 
had as lief been myself alone. 

Orlando. And so had I ; but yet, for fashion's sake, I 
thank you too for your society. 

Jaq. God be with you ; let us meet as little as we can. 

Orl. I do desire that we may be better strangers. 

Jaq. I pray you, mar no more trees with writing love songs 
in their barks. 

Orl. I pray you, mar no more of my verses with reading 
them ill-favoredly. 

Jaq. Rosalind is your glove's name ? 

Orl. Yes, just 

Jaq. I do not like her name. 

Orl. There was no thought of pleasing you when she was 
christened. 

Jaq. What stature is she of? 
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OrL Just as high as my heart 

Jaq, Tou are fall of pretty answers. Have you not beea 
acquainted with goldsmiths' wives, and conned* them out of 
rings? 

OrL Not so ; bat I answer yon right painted doth^f fix>m 
whence you have studied your questions. 

Jaq, You have a nimble wit : I think it was made of Ata- 
lanta's X heels. Will you sit down with me, and we two will 
rail against our mistress the world, and all our misery. 

OrL I will chide no breather in the world but myself 
against whom I know most faults. 

Jaq» The worst fault you have is to be in love. 

OrL 'Tis a fiiult I would hot change for your best yirtue. 
I am weary of you. 

Jaq. By my troth, I was seddng for a fool when I found 
you. 

OrL He is drowned in the brook ; look but in, and you 
shall see him. 

Jaq, There shall I see mine own figure. 

OrL Which I take to be either a fool or a cipher. 

Jaq, ril tarry no longer with you : farewell, good Signior 
Love. 

OrL I am glad of your departure ; adieu, good Monsieur 
Melancholy. 

* Connedt learned or studied. Rings fbnnerly had mottoes, ot sentiments, 
engraved upon them. 

t Painted cloth means the hangings, or tapestry, with which rooms used 
to be hung. Sentences were frequency wrought into them with a needle, as 
in a sampler ; or sometimes woven in. 

X AtcUarUa was a maiden in Ghreclan poetry, famous for her swiftness in 
running. 
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XCIL — SELECT PASSAGES IN VERSE. 

Good Name.— shaupxabx. 

Good name in man or woman 
Is the immediate jewel of their souls. 
Who steals mj purse steals trash ; 'tis something, notlung ; 
'Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been slave to thousands ; 
But he who filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed. 



A Bird's Nest^—hurdm. 

It wins mj admiration 
To view the structure of that little work, 
A bird's nest. Mark it well, within, without ; 
No tool had he that wrought ; no knife to cut; 
No nail to fix ; no bodkin to insert ; 
No glue to join ; — his little beak was all ; 
And jet how neatly finished ! What moe hand. 
With every implement and means of art. 
And twenty years' apprenticeship to boot. 
Could make me such another ? 



Night.— ToTOo. 

Night, sable goddess! from her ebon throne, 
In rayless majesty, now stretches forth 
Her leaden sceptre o'er a slumbering world : 
Silence, how dead ! and darkness how profound! 
Nor eye, nor listening ear, an object finds. 
Creation sleeps. Tis as the general pulse 
Of life stood still, and nature made a pause — 
An awful pause, prophetic of her end. 
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The Cloud*— sbhxbt. 

I bring firesh showers for the thirsting flowers 

From the seas and the streams ; 
I bear light shade for the leaves when laid 

In their noonday dreams. 
From mj wings are shaken the dews that wakea 

The sweet birds every one. 
When rocked to rest on their mother^s breast. 

As she dances about the sun* 
I wield the flail of the lashing hail. 

And whiten the green plains under ; 
And then again I dissolve it in rain, 

And laugh as I pass in thunder. 



The Landscape.— DiB^ 

Ever charming, ever new, 

When will the landscape tire the view ? 

The fountain's fall, the river's flow. 

The woody valleys, warm and low ; 

The windy summit, wild and high, 

Roughly rushing on the sky ; 

The pleasant seat, the ruined tower. 

The naked rock, the shady bower : 

Each gives each a double charm. 

As pearls upon an Ethiop's arm* 



A Morning Picture.— giat. 

Fair laughs the mom, and sofl the zephyr blows. 
While proudly riding o'er the azure realm. 

In gallant trim the gilded vessel goes.: 

Touth on the prow, and pleasure at the helm ; 

Regardless of the sweeping whirlwind's sway. 

That, hushed in grim repose, expects his evening prey. 
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Evening. —woBDswoRiH. 

Calm is the fragrant air, and loath to lose 

Day's grateful warmth, though moist with falling dews. 

Look for the stars, you'll say that there are none ; 

Look up a second time, and, one by one, 

You mark them twinkling out with silvery light, 

And wonder how they could elude the sight ; 

The birds, of late so noisy in their bowers, 

Warbled a while with faint and fainter powers, 

But now are silent as the dim-seen flowers. 



Teachings of Nature.— colmmdo*. 

But thou, my babe, shalt wander like a breeze 
By lakes and sandy shores, beneath the crags 
Of ancient mountain, and beneath the clouds. 
Which image in their bulk both lakes and shores 
And mountain crags : so shalt thou see and hear 
The lovely shapes and sounds intelligible 
Of that eternal language, which thy Gk>d 
Utters, who from eternity doth teach 
Himself in all, and all things in himself. 



Night.— R. southet. 

How beautiful is night ! 
A dewy freshness fills the silent air ; 
No mist obscures, nor cloud, nor speck, nor stain 
Breaks the serene of heaven : 
Li full-orbed glory, yonder moon divine 
Rolb through the dark-blue depths. 
Beneath her steady ray 
The desert-circle spreads, 
Like the round ocean girdled with the sky. 
How beautiful is night ! 
21 
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A Death Bed.— aldwch. 

Her suffering ended with the day ; 

Yet lived she at its close, 
And breathed the long, long night away, 

In statue-like repose. 

But when the sun, in all his state, 
Illumed the eastern skies, . 

She passed through glory's morning gate. 
And walked in Paradise. 



Spring.— stebw. 

Hark ! that sweet carol ! with delight 

We leave the stifling room ; 
The little bluebird greets our sight ; 

Spring, glorious spring, has come. 
The south wind's balm is in the air, 
The melting snow-wreaths, every where, 

And leaping off in showers ; 
And Nature, in her brightening looks, 
Tells that her flowers, and leaves, and brooks, 

And birds will soon be ours. 



The Island.— k. h. daha. 

The island lies nine leagues away : 

Along its solitary shore 
Of craggy rock and sandy bay. 
No sound but ocean's roar. 
Save where the bold, wild sea bird makes her home. 
Her shrill cry coming through the sparkling foam. 

But when the light winds lie at rest, 

Aod on the glassy, heaving sea, 
The black duck, with her glossy breast^ 

Sits swinging silently, 
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How beautiful ! no ripples break the reach, 
And silvery waves go noiseless up the beach. 



New. England.— j. o. wmirasE. 

Land of the forest and the rock, 

Of dark-blue lake and mighty river. 
Of mountains reared aloft to mock 
The storm's career, the lightning's shock. 

My own green land forever ! 
Land of the beautiful and brave, 
The freeman's home, the martyr^s grave. 
The nursery of giant men. 
Whose deeds have linked with every glen. 
And every hill, and every stream, 
The romance of some warrior dream ! 



XCm — A DEER CHASE ON THE LAKE. 

GOOPEB. 

[James Fenimore Cooper was born in Bnrlington, New Jersey, September 16,1789, 
and died September 14, 1851. He was the author of many novels, drawn from Ameri- 
can scenes and character, which are highly and deservedly popular, and secured him 
a permanent place in the literature of his country. This lesson is taken from the 
Pioneers, an early wotk of his, and one of his best. In this he introduced for the first 
time his celebrated character of Natty Bumpo, or the Leather-stocking. The scene is 
laid on the borders of Lake Ots^, in the State of New York. Oliver Edwards is the 
hero of the story. Mohegan is an old Indian chief.] 

There were several places in the Otsego that were cele- 
brated fishing grounds for perch. One was nearly opposite to 
the cabin, and another, still more famous, was near a point, at 
the distance of a mile and a half above it, under the brow of the 
mountain, and on the same side of the lake with the hut. Oliver 
Edwards pulled his little skiff to the first, and sat for a minute 
undecided whether to continue there, with his eyes on the door 
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of the cabin, or to change his gronndy with a view to get 
superior game. While gazing about him, he saw the light- 
colored bark canoe of his old companions, riding on the water, 
at the point we have mentioned, and containing two figures, 
that he knew at once to be Mohegan and the Leather-stocking. 
This decided the matter, and the youth pulled, in a very few 
minutes, to the place where his friends were fishing, and fas- 
tened his boat to the light vessel of the Indian. 

«««««♦ 

While his eyes were glancing along the margin of the water, 
a tearing of the branches of the alder and dogwood caught his 
attention at a spot near them, and at the next moment a noble 
buck sprang from the shore, and buried himself in the lake. A 
full-mouthed cry followed, when the Leather-stocking's two 
dogs shot through the opening in the bushes, and darted into 
the lake also, bearing their breasts gallantly against the water. 

" I knew it, I knew it," cried Natty, when both deer and 
hounds were in full view ; " the buck has gone by them with 
the wind, and it has been too much for the poor rogues ; but I 
must break them of these tricks, or they'll give me a deal of 
trouble." 

He accordingly called off the hounds. They knew their 
master's voice, and after swimming in a circle, as if reluctant 
to give over the chase, and yet afraid to persevere, they finally 
obeyed, and returned to the land, where they filled the air 
with their cries. 

Li the mean time, the deer, urged by his fears, had swum 
over half the distance between the shore and the boats, before 
his terror permitted him to see the new danger. But at the 
sound of Natty's voice, he turned short in his course, and for a 
few moments seemed about to rush back again, and brave the 
dogs. His retreat in that direction was, however, effectually 
cut off; and turning a second time, he urged his course oblique- 
ly for the centre of the lake, with an intention of landing on the 
western shore. As the buck swam by the fishermen, raising 
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his nose high into the air, curling the water before his slim 
neck like the beak of a galley, the Leather-stocking began to 
sit very uneasy in ids canoe. 

" 'Tis a noble creature ! " he exclaimed ; " what a pair of 
horns ! A man might hang up all his garments on the branches. 
Let me see — July is the last month, and the flesh must be 
getting good." While he was talking. Natty had instinctively 
employed himself in fastening the inner end of the bark rope, 
that served him for a cable, to a paddle, and rising sud- 
denly on his feet, he cast this buoy away, and cried, " Strike 
out, John 1 let her go. The creature's a fool to tempt a man 
in this way." Mohegan drew the fastening of the youth's boat 
from the canoe, and with one stroke of his paddle sent the light 
bark over the water like a meteor. 

The buck was now within fifty yards of his pursuers, cutting 
the water gallantly, and snorting at each breath with terror 
and his exertions, while the canoe seemed to dance over the 
waves, as it rose and fell with the undulations made by its 
own motion. Leather-stocking raised his rifle and freshened 
the priming, but stood in suspense whether to slay his victim 
or not. 

" Shall I, John, or no ? " he said. " It seems but a poor 
advantage to take of the dumb thing, too. I won't : it has 
taken to the water on its own nature, which is the reason that 
God has given to a deer, and I'll give it the lake play ; so, 
John, lay out your arm and mind the turn of the buck ; its 
easy to catch them, but they'll turn like a snake." 

The Indian laughed at the conceit of his friend, but continued 
to send the canoe forward with a velocity that proceeded much 
more from his skill than his strength. Both of the old men 
now used the language of the Delawares when they spoke. 

" Hugh ! " exclaimed Mohegan, " the deer turns his head. 
Hawk-eye, lift your spear." 

Natty never moved abroad without taking with him every 
implement that might, by possibility, be of service in his pur- 
21 • 
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salts. He did as Mohegan advised, and prepared to strike a 
blow, with the barbed weapon, into the neck of the buck. 

" Lay her more to the left, John," he cried ; "lay her more 
to the left ; another stroke of the paddle, and I have him." 

While speaking, he raised the spear, and darted it from him 
like an arrow. At that instant the buck turned, the long pole 
glanced by him, the iron striking against his horn, and buried 
itself harmlessly in the lake. 

** Back water," cried Natty, as the canoe glided over the 
place where the spear had fallen ; " hold water, John." The 
pole soon reappeared, shooting upward from the lake ; and as 
the hunter seized it in his hand, the Indian whirled the light 
canoe around, and renewed the chase. But this evolution 
gave the buck a great advantage ; and it also allowed time for 
£dwards to approach the scene of action. 

"Hold your hand, Natty," cried the youth; "hold your 
hand ; remember it is out of season." 

This lemonstrance was made as the boat arrived close to the 
place where the deer was struggling with the water, his back 
now rising to the sui'face, now sinking beneath it, as the waves 
curled from his neck, the animal still sustaining himself nobly 
against the odds. 

" Hurrah ! " shouted Edwards, inflamed beyond prudence at 
the sight ; " mind him as he doubles — mind him as he doubles ; 
sheer more to the right, Mohegan, more to the right, and Til 
have him by the horns ; I'll throw the rope over his antlers." 

The dark eye of the old warrior was dancing in his head 
with a wild animation, and the sluggish repose in which his 
aged frame had been resting in the canoe was now changed to 
all the rapid inflections of practised agility. The canoe whirled 
with each cunning evolution of the chase, like a bubble floating 
in a whirlpool ; and when the direction of the pursuit admitted 
of a straight course, the little bark skimmed the lake with a 
velocity that urged the deer to seek its safety in some new 
turn. 

It was the frequency of these circuitous movements, that, by 
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confining the action to so small a compass/ enabled tlie youth 
to keep near his companions. More than twenty times both 
the pursued and pursuers glided by him, just without the reach 
of his oars, until he thought the best way to view the sport 
was to remain stationary, and by watching a favorable oppor- 
tunity, assist as much as he could in taking the victim. 

He was not required to wait long ; for no sooner had he 
adopted this resolution, and risen in the boat, than he saw the 
deer coming bravely towards him, with an apparent intention 
of pushing for a point of land at some distance from the 
hounds, who were still barking and howling on the shore. 
Edwards caught the painter of a skiff, and making a noose, 
cast it from him with all his force, and luckily succeeded in 
drawing its knot close around one of the antlers of the buck. 

For one instant the skiff was drawn through the water; but 
in the next, the canoe glided before it, and Natty, bending low, 
passed his knife across the throat of the animal, whose blood 
followed his wound, dyeing the waters. The short time that 
was passed in the last struggles of the animal was spent by 
the hunters in bringing their boats together, and securing them 
in that position, when Leather-stocking drew the deer from 
the water, and laid its lifeless form in the bottom of the canoe. 



XCIV.— WILLIAM TEtL, HEDWIG, HIS WIFE, WALTER 
AND WILLIAM, THEIR CHILDREN. 

Schiller. 

[John Chrirtopher Frederic Schiller was born at Marbach, in Wirtemberg, November 
10, 1759, and died ATay 9, 1805. lie was a great dramatic poet, and an amiable and 
estimable man. The lesson is from his play of William Tell, translated by Theodore 
Martin. Tliis scene is in the court before Tell's house. Ilis wife is represented as en- 
gaged iu bor domestic duties, and the boys are playing with a little cross-bow.] 

WiUiam. My string has snapped. Wilt mend it for me, 
father? 
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TUL Not I ; a tnie-bom archer helps himself. 

{Boys retire,) 

Hedtoig. The bojs begin to use the bow betimes. 

TeJL 'Tis early practise only makes the master. 

HtiL Ahy would to Heaven they never learned the art ! 

Tell. But they shall learn it, wife, in all its points. 
Whoe'er would carve an independent way 
Through life mast learn to ward or plant a blow. 

Hed, Alas, alas ! and they will never rest 
Contentedly at home. 

TelL No more can I. 

I was not framed by nature for a shephei'd. 
Restless, I must pursue a changing course ; 
I only feel the flush and joy of life 
In starting some fresh quarry * every day. 

Hed. Heedless the while of all your wife's alarms, 
As she sits watching through long hours at home ; 
For my soul sinks with terror at the tales 
The servants tell about your wild adventures. 
Whene'er we part, my trembling heart forebodes 
That you will ne'er come back to me again. 

Tell, The man that bears a quick and steady eye, 
And trusts to God and his own lusty sinews. 
Passes, with scarce a scar, through every danger. 
The mountain cannot awe the mountain child. 

{Takes hie cap,) 

Hed, Whither away ? 

Tell, To Altorf, to your father. 

Hed, You have some dangerous enterprise in view ; 
Confess ! 

Tell Why do you think so? 

Hed, Some scheme's on foot 

Against the governors. There was a diet t 

♦ Quarry, game or prey. f DUi, a meeting. 
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Held on the Rootli,* — that I know, ^- and you 
Are one of the confederacy, I'm sure. 

Tell. I was not there. Yet will I not hold back 
Whene'er my country calls me to her aid. 

Ifed. Wherever danger is, will you be placed ; 
On you, as ever, will the burden fall. 

Tell. £ach man shall have the post that fits his powers. 

Ifed. Why take your cross-bow with you ? Leave it here. 

Tell. I want my right hand, when I want my bow. 

(2%e boys return.) 

Walter, Where, father, are you going ? 

TeH To granddad, boy — 

To Altorf. Will you go ? 

Wah. Ay, that I will. 

Ilisd. The viceroy's there just now. Go not to Altorf. 

Tell. He leaves to-day, 

Hed. Then let him first be gone. 

Cross not his path. You know he bears us grudge. 

Tell. His ill will cannot greatly injure me. 
1 do what 's right, and care for no man's hate. 

Jled. 'Tis those who do what's right whoA most he hates. 

TelL Because he cannot reach them. Me, I ween, 
His knightship will be glad to leave in peace. 

Bed. But stay away to-day. Go hunting rather. 

Tell. What do you fear? 

Bed. I am uneasy. Stay. 

Tell. Why thus distress yourself without a cause ? 

Bed. Because there is no cause.f Tell, Tell, stay here. 

Tell. Dear wife, I gave my promise I would go. 

Bed. Must you ? then go. But leave the boys with me. 

♦ JRootli is the name of a meadow on the Lake of Lucerne, where, in 1307, 
three Swiss patriots met to form a plan for liberating their country from the 
oppressions of the Austrian government. 

t Hedwig means that she has a vague fear that some misfortune hangs 
over her husband, but does not know exactly whi^^; consequently her fancy 
magnifies it. 
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Walt. No, mother dear, I'm going with my father. 
Bed. How, Walter ! will jou leave your mother then ? 
Walt, ril bring you pretty things from grandpapa. 

( Goes out with hit father^ 
Win. Mother, Til stay with you. 
Ifed. (Embracing him.) Yes, yes ! thou art 
My own dear child. Thou'rt all that's left to me. 



XCV.— WILLIAM TELL, AND WALTER, HIS SON. 



[Thli ■owM ia also from the play of William Tell, and follows immediately after that 
contained in Die preceding lesson. Tell and his son, having left their home, have 
DOW reached a meadow near Altort; in the hack part of which is a pole, with the 
governor's cap npon it, to which the people are required to bow. Tell and his son 
enter without noticing the cap, and the following convenation ensues. At the closv 
tiiey are w>ized, bronght before the governor, and Tell is required to shoot the ^^ple 
off his sou*s head.] 

Walter. (Pointing to the Bannberg.^) Father, is't true 
that on the mountain there, 
The trees, if wounded with a hatchet, bleed ? 

TelL Who says so, boy ? 

Walt. The master herdsman, &ther ! 

He tells us there's a charm upon the trees, 
And if a man shall injure them, the hand 
That struck the blow will grow from out the grave. 

TeU. There is a charm about them — that's the truth. 
Dost see those glaciers f yonder, — those white horns, — 
That seem to melt away into the sky ? 

Wah. They are the peaks that thunder so at night, 
And send the avalanches J down upon us. 

Tell. They are ; and Altorf long ago had been 

♦ Bannberg, a mountain near Altorf. 

t Glacier, a field or mass of snow and ice fonned in the vaUeys or sides of 
the Alps, often extending for many miles. 

X Avalanche^ a mass of snow and ice sliding down iStom a mountain with a 
loud noise, and often doing much injury. 



THE SECOND GLASS BEADEB. 253 

Submerged beneath those avalanches* weight. 
Did not the forest there above the town 
Stand like a bulwark to arrest their fall. 

Walt. And are there countries with no mountains, father ? 

Tell, Yes, if we travel downwards from our heights. 
And keep descending in the rivers' courses. 
We reach a wide and level country, where 
Our mountain torrents brawl and foam no more. 
And fair large rivers glide serenely on. 
All quarters of the heavens may there be scanned 
Without impediment. The com * grows there 
In broad and lovely fields, and all the land 
Is fair as any garden to the view. 

Walt, But, father, tell me, wherefore haste we not 
Away to this delightful land, instead 
Of toiling here, and struggling as we do ? 

TeU, The land is fair and bountiful as Heaven 
But they who till it never may enjoy 
The fruits of what they sow. 

Walt. Live they not free 

As you do, on the land their fathers left them ? 

Tell, The fields are all the bishop's or the king's. 

Walt, But they may freely hunt among the woods ? 
' Tell, The game is all the monarch's, bird and beast 

Walt, But they, at least, may surely fish the streams ? 

TeU, Stream, lake, and sea, all to the king belong. 

Walt, Who is this king, of whom they're so afraid ? 

TeU, He is the man who fosters and protects them. 

Walt, Have they not courage to protect themselves ? 

TeU, The neighbor there dare not his neighbor trust 

Walt, I should want breathing room in such a land. 
I'd rather dwell beneath the avalanches. 

Tell. 'Tis better, child, to have these glacier peaks 
Behind one's back than evil-minded men. 

* Com, as here used, does not moan our Indian coin, Imt all sorts of grain 
employed fbr fbod, as wheat, rye, oats, and barley. 
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XCVI. — THE OCEAN. 

p. H. Oosss. 

Who ever gazed upon the broad sea without emotion? 
Whether seen in stem majesty, hoary with the tempest, roll- 
ing its giant waves upon the rocks, and dashing with resistless 
fury some gallant bark on an iron-bound coast ; or sleeping 
beneath the silver moon, its broad bosom broken but by a 
gentle ripple, just enough to reflect a long line of light, a path 
of gold upon a pavement of sapphire ; who has looked upon 
the sea without feeling that it has power 

** To stir the soul with thoughts profound " ? 

Perhaps there is no earthly object, not even the cloud-cleav- 
ing mountains of an alpine country, so sublime as the sea in 
its severe and marked simplicity. Standing on some promon- 
tory, whence the eye roams far out upon the unbounded ocean, 
the soul expands, and we conceive a nobler idea of the majesty 
of that Grod who holdeth " the waters in the hollow of his 
hand." But it is only when on a long voyage, climbing day 
after day to the giddy elevation of the mast-head, one still dis- 
cerns nothing in the wide circumference but the same bound- 
less waste of waters, that the mind grasps any thing approach- 
ing an adequate idea of the grandeur of the ocean. 

There is a certain indefiniteness and mystery connected with 
it in various aspects that gives it a character widely diiferent 
from that of the land. At times, in peculiar states of the at- 
mosphere, the boundary of the horizon becomes undistinguish- 
able, and the surface, perfectly calm, reflects the pure light of 
heaven in every part, and we seem alone in uifinite space, with 
nothing around that appears tangible and real, save the ship 
beneath our feet. At other times, particularly in the clear 
waters of the tropical seas, we look downward unmeasured 
fathoms beneath the vessel's keel, but still find no boundary; 
the sight is lost in one uniform, transparent blueness. 
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Mailed and glittering creatures of strange forms suddenly 
appear, play a moment in our sight, and with the velocity of 
thought have vanished in the boundless depths. The very 
birds that we see in the wide waste are mysterious ; we won- 
der whence they come, whither they go, how they sleep, home- 
less and shelterless as they seem to be. The breeze, so fickle 
in its visitings, rises and dies away ; " but thou knowest not 
whence it cometh and whither it goetli:" the night wind, 
moaning by, soothes the watchful helmsman with gentle 
sounds that remind him of the voices of beloved ones far 
away ; or the tempest, shrieking and groaning among the cord- 
age, turns him pale with the idea of agony and death. But God 
is there ; lonely though the mariner feel, and isolated in his 
separation from home and friends, God is with him, often un- 
recognized and forgotten, but surrounding him with mercy, 
protecting him and guiding him, and willing to cheer him by 
the visitations of his grace and the assurance of his love. " K 
I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the sea, even there shall thy right hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shall hold me." 

The ocean is never perfectly at rest; even between the 
tropics, in what are called the calm latitudes, where the im- 
patient seaman for weeks together looks wistfully but vainly for 
the welcome breeze, and when he realizes the scene so gi*aph- 
ically described in the " Rime of the Ancient Mariner," * — 

" Day after day, day after day, 
We stuck, nor breath nor motion ; 
As idle as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean," — 

even here the smooth and glittering surface is not at rest ; for 
long, gentle undulations, which cause the taper mast to describe 
lines and angles upon the sky, are sufficiently perceptible to 
tantalize the mariner with the thought that the breeze which 
mocks his desires is blowing freshly and gallantly elsewhere. 

• This is the name of a poem by Coleridge. 

22 
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The ocean is the hi^way of ccMomerce. God seems wiselj 
and graciously to have ordained that man should not be inde- 
pendent^ but under perpetual obligation to his fellow-man, 
and that distant countries should ever maintain a mutually 
beneficial dependence on each other. He nagbt with ease 
have made e^exy land produce every necessary and comfort 
of life in ample supply for its own population ; in which case, 
considering the fallen nature of man, it is probable the only 
intercourse between foreign nations would have been that of 
mutual aggression and bloodshed. But he has ordered other- 
wise; and the result has been, generally, that happy inter- 
course of benefits which constitutes commerce. 

It is lamentably true that the evil passions of men have 
oflen perverted the facilities of ccMnmunication for purposes of 
destruction; yet the sober verdict of mankind has f&r the 
most part been, that the substantial blessings of friendly com- 
merce are preferable to the glare €i martial glory. But the 
transport of gcxxk of considerable bulk and weight, or of such 
as are of a very perishable nature, would be so difficult by 
land, as very materially to increase their cost; while land 
communication between countries many thousand miles apart, 
would be attended with difficulties so great as to be practically 
insurmountable. 

Add to this the natural barriers presented by lofty mountain 
ranges and impassable rivers, as well as the dangers arising 
from ferocious animals and from hostile nations, and we shall 
see that, with the existing power and skill of man, commerce 
in such a condition would be almost nnknown, and man would 
be little removed from a state of barbarism. The ocean, how- 
ever, spreading itself over three fourths <rfthe globe, and pene- 
trating with innumerable windings into the land, so as to bring, 
with the aid of the great rivers, the facilities of navigation 
comparatively near to every country, affords a means of trans- 
port unrivalled for safety, speed, and convenience^ 
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XCVIL— A SEA SONG. 

Allah CumriNaHAM. 

[AUan Canningham waa born at Blackwood, in Scotland, Deeomber 7, 1784, and died 
October 4, 1842. He wrote much in prose and Terse. Hia songs and ballads ara hU 
best prodactions, and many of them have great excellence.] 

A WET sheet and a flowing sea, 

A wind that follows fast, 
And fills the white and rustling sail, 

And bends the gallant mast ; 
And bends the gallant mast, my boys, 

While, like the eagle free, 
Away the good ship flies, and leaves 

Old England on the lee. 

" O for a soft and gentle wind ! " 

I heard a fair one cry ; 
]But give to me the roaring breeze, 

And white waves heaving high ; 
And white waves heaving high, my boys, 

The good ship tight and free. 
The world of waters is our home. 

And merry men are we. 

There's tempest in yon horned moon, 

And lightning in yon cloud ; 
And hark the music, mariners ; 

The wind is piping loud ; 
iTie wind is piping loud, my boys, 

The lightning flashing free. 
While the hollow oak our palace is, 

Our heritage the sea. 
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XCVnL— THE APPKOACH OF DAY. 

E.£TiaKn. 

[rrom tn onOcm. deliTerod at Albany, on the 28th of August, 1856^ on the occasion of 
the Inaogncatloa of the Dudley Astronomical Observatory.] 

The great object of all knowledge is to enlarge and purify 
the soul, to fill the mind with noble contemplations, and to 
furnish a refined pleasure. Considering this as the ultimate 
end of science, no branch of it can surely claim precedence 
of astronomy. No other science 'furnishes such a palpable 
embodiment of the abstractions which lie at the foundation of 
our intellectual system — the great ideas of time, and space, 
and extension, and magnitude, and number, and motion, and 
power. Ho^ grand the conception of the ages on ages re- 
quired for several of the secular equations* of the solar 
system; of distances from which the light of a fixed star 
would not reach us in twenty miUions of years ; of magnitudes 
compared with which the earth is but a football; of starry 
hosts, suns Hke our own, numberless as the sands on the shore ; 
of worlds and systems shooting through the infinite spaces, 
with a velocity compared with which the cannon ball is a way- 
worn, heavy-paced traveller. 

Much, however, as we are indebted to our observatories for 
elevating our conceptions of the heavenly bodies, they present, 
even to the unaided sight, scenes of glory which words are too 
feeble to describe. I had occasion, a few weeks since, to take 
the early train from Providence to Boston, and for this purpose 
rose at two o'clock in the morning. Every thing around was 
wrapped in darkness and hushed in silence, broken only by 



• The moTements of the heavenly bodies are very nearly but not quite 
uniform. There are slight variations, which must be taken into account to 
secure accurate results. Some of these variations stretch over very long 
periods, even whole centuries. Secular equations are the corrections required 
by variations of this kind. SectUar is derived from seculum, a Latin word, 
meaning an age or century. 
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what seemed at that hour the unearthly clank and rush of the 
train. It was a mild, serene, midsummer's night; the skj 
was without a cloud ; the winds were whist. The moon, then 
in the last quarter, had just risen, and the stars shone with a 
spectral lustre but little affected by her presence. Jupiter, two 
hours high, was the herald of the day ; the Pleiades,* just above 
the horizon, shed their sweet influence in the east ; Lyra spar- 
kled near the zenith ; Andromeda veiled her newly-discovered 
glories from the naked eye in the south ; the steady pointers, far 
beneath the pole, looked meekly up from the depths of the 
north to their so vemgn. 

Such was the glorious spectacle as I entered the train. As 
we proceeded, the timid approach of twilight became more 
perceptible ; the intense blue of the sky began to soflen ; the 
smaller stars, like little children, went first to rest ; the sister- 
beams of the Pleiades soon melted together ; but the bright 
constellations of the west and north remained unchanged. 
Steadily the wondrous transfiguration went on. Hands of 
angels hidden from mortal eyes shifted the scenery of the 
heavens; the glories of night dissolved into the glories of 
the dawn. The blue sky now turned more softly gray ; the 
great watch-stars shut up their holy eyes ; the east began to 
kindle. Faint streaks of purple soon blushed along the sky ; 
the whole celestial concave was filled with the inflowing tides 
of the morning light, which came pouring down jfrom above in 
one great ocean of radiance ; till at length, as we reached the 
Blue Ilills, a flash of purple fire blazed out from above the 
horizon, and turned the dewy tear-drops of fiower and leaf 
into rubies and diamonds. In a few seconds, the everlasting 
gates of the morning were thrown wide open, and the lord of 
day, arrayed in glories too severe for the gaze of man, began 
his course. 

I do not wonder at the superstition of the ancient Magians, 
who in the morning of the world went up to the hiU tops of 
Central Asia, and ignorant of the true God, adored the most 

aoiit • TiODonmc^d Pie ya-diez. 
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glorioiifl work of his hand. But I am filled with amazement, 
when I am told that in this enlightened age, and in the heart 
of the Christian world, there are persons who can witness this 
daily manifestation of the power and wisdom of the Creatcnr, 
and yet say in their hearts, ^ There is no God.** 



XCDL— LESSONS OF SPMNG. 

Obiktwood. 

[FranciB Wflllam Pitt Greenwood was bom in Boston, Febrnaiy 6, 1797, and died 
Angnit 2, 1843. He was the putor of a Unitarian congregation in Boston. His 
writings an marirad by a beantifU clearness and simplicitj of style, and a fervent 
devotional spirit.] 

Let us contemplate, for a few moments, the animated scene 
which is presented by our spring. 

The earth, loosened by the victorious sun, springs from the 
hard dominion of winter's frost, and, no longer offering a 
bound-up, repulsive sur&ce to the husbandman, invites his 
cultivating labors. The streams are released from their icy 
fetters, and spring forward on their unobstructed way, full of 
sparkling waters, which sing and rejoice as they run on. 
" The trees of the Lord are full of sap," which now springs up 
into their before shrunk and empty vessels, causing the buds 
to swell, and the yet unclothed branches and twigs to lose 
their rigid appearance, and assume a fresher hue and a more 
rounded form. Beneath them, and in every warm and shel- 
tered spot, the wild plants are springing. Some of these are 
just pushing up their tender, crisp, and yet vigorous sprouts, 
thrusting aside the dead leaves with there folded heads, and 
finding their sure way out into the light ; while others have 
sent forth their delicate foliage, and hung out their buds on 
slender stems; and others still have unfolded their fiowers» 
which look up into the air unsuspectingly and gayly, like inno- 
oenee upon an untried world. The grass is springing for the 
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scythe, and the grain for the sickle ; for they grow by com- 
mandment, for the service of man, and death is every where 
the &te and issue of lifo. 

But it is not only senseless things which are thus visibly 
springing at this their appointed season. The various tribes 
of animated nature show that it is spring also with them. The 
birds rise up on elastic wing, and make a joyous music for the 
growing plants to spring to. Animals, that have lain torpid 
through the benumbing winter, spring up from their secret 
beds and dormitories, and resume their habits of activity once 
more. Innumerable insects spring up from the cells which 
they had formed beyond the reach of frost, and in new attire 
commence their winged existence. The hum of happy life is 
heard from myriads of little creatures, who, bom iu the morn- 
ing, will die ere night In that short term, however, they will 
Jiave accomplished the purposes of their living ; and, if brought 
to this test, there are many human lives which are shorter 
and vainer than theirs ; and what is any life, when past, but 
a day? 

Let us go abroad amidst this general springing of the earth 
and nature, and we shall see and feel that God's blessing is 
there. The joy of recovery, the gladness of escape, the buoy- 
ancy of youth, the exultation of commencing or renewed exist- 
ence, — these are the happiness and blessing which are given 
from above, and the praise and the hymn which ascend from 
beneath. Another and a milder order of thmgs seems to be 
beginning. The gales, though not the warm breathings of 
summer, flow to us as if they came from some distant summer 
clime, and were cooled and moderated on their way ; while, at 
no distant intervals, the skies, in their genial ministry, baptize 
the offspring of earth with their softest and holiest showers. 
** Thou visitest the earth and waterest it ; thou makest it soft 
with showers ; thou blessest the springing thereof." 

Surely we cannot stand still in such a scene, and, when 
every thing else is springing, let it be winter in our souls. 
Let us rather open our hearts to the renovating influences of 
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heaven, and sympathize with universal nature. K our love to 
God has been chiUed by any of the winljy aspects of the 
world, it is time that it should be resuscitated, and that it 
should spring up in ardent adoration to the Source of light and 
life. It is time that our gratitude should be waked from its 
sleep, and our devotion aroused, and that all our pious affec- 
tions, shaking off* their torpor, should come out into the beams 
of God's presence, and receive new powers from their invigor- 
ating warmth. It is time, too, that our social charities, if any 
"killing frost" has visited them, should be cured of their 
numbness and apathy, and go forth among the children and 
brethren of the great family, and feel, as they rise and move, 
that the blessing of the Almighty Father is upon their 
springing. 



a— AUTUMN. 

HAWTBORm. 



If ever my readers should decide to give up civilized life, 
cities, houses, and whatever moral or material enormities, in 
addition to these, the perverted ingenuity of our race has con- 
trived, — let it be in the early autumn. Then Nature will 
love him better than at any other season, and will take him to 
her bosom with a more motherly tenderness. I could scarcely 
endure the roof of the old house above me, in those first autum- 
nal days. How early in the summer, too, the prophecy of 
autumn comes! — earlier in some years than in others, — 
sometimes even in the first weeks of July. There is no other 
feeling like what is caused by this faint, doubtful, yet real per- 
ception, if it be not rather a foreboding of the year's decay 
— so blessedly sweet and sad, in the same breath. Did I say 
that there was no feeling like it? Ah, but there' is a half- 
acknowledged melancholy, like to this, when we stand in the 
perfected vigor of our life, and feel that Time has now given 
us all his flowers, and that the next work of his n^ver idle 
fingers must be to steal them, one by one, away ! 
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I have forgotten whether the song of the cricket be not as 
early a token of autumn's approach as any other — that song 
which may be called an audible stillness ; for, though very 
loud and heard afar, yet the mind does not take note of it as a 
sound ; so completely is its individual existence merged among 
the accompanying characteristics of the season. Alas for the 
pleasant summer time ! In August, the grass is still verdant 
on the hills and in the valleys ; the foliage of the trees is as 
dense as ever, and as green ; the flowers gleam forth in richer 
abundance along the margin of the river, and by the stone 
walls, and deep among the woods ; the days, too, are as fervid 
now as they were a month ago ; and yet, in every breath of 
wind, and in every beam of sunshine, we hear the whispered 
farewell, and behold the parting smile of a dear friend. There 
is a coolness amid all the heat, a mildness in the blazing noon. 
Not a breeze can stir but it thrills us with the breath of 
autumn. A pensive glory is seen in the far, golden gleams, 
among the shadows of the trees. The flowers, even the bright- 
est of them, — and they are the most gorgeous of the year, 
— have this gentle sadness wedded to their pomp, and typify 
the character of the delicious time, each within itself. The 
brilliant cardinal flower has never seemed gay to me. 

Still later in the season. Nature's tenderness waxes stronger. 
It is impossible not to be fond of our mother now ; for she is 
so fond of us. At other periods, she does not make this im- 
pression on me, or only at rare intervals ; but in those genial 
days of autumn, when she has perfected her harvests, and ac- 
complished every needful thing that was given her to do, then 
she overflows with a blessed superfluity of love. She has 
leisure to caress her children now. 

It is good to be alive, and at such times. Thank Heaven for 
breath ! — yes, for mere breath ! — when it is made up of a 
heavenly breeze like this. It comes with a real kiss upon our 
cheeks ; it would linger fondly around us, if it might ; but, 
since it must be gone, it embraces us with its whole kindly 
heart, and passes onward, to embrace likewise the next thing 
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that iimeets* A blessing is flung abroad^ and scattered fiu: and 
wide over the earth, to be gathered up bj all who choose. I 
recline upon the still unwithered grass, and whisper to my- 
self, " O, perfect day ! — O, beautiful world I — O, beneficent 
God I " And it is the pn^nise of a blessed eternity ; for our 
Creator would never have made such lovely days, and have 
given us the deep hearts to enjoy them, above and beyond all 
thought, unless we were meant to be immortaL This sunshine 
is the golden pledge thereof. It beams through the gates of 
Paradise, and shows us glimpses far inward. 

By and by — in a little time — the outward world puts on a 
drear austerity. On some October morning, there is a heavy 
hoar frost on the grass, and along the tops of the traces ; and 
at sunrise the leaves fall from the trees of our avenue without 
a breath of wind, quietly descending by their own wei^t. All 
summer long, they have murmured like the nodse of waters ; 
they have roared loudly, while the branches were wrestling 
with the thunder-gust ; they have made music, both ^ad and 
solemn ; they have attuned my thoa^its by their quiet sound, 
as I paced to and fro beneath the arch of intermingling boo^icu 
Now, they can only rusUe under my feet. 



CL— A SNOW STORM. 



[Jamat Tbomion wbb horn in the ooimty of Boxtraigb, Soofla&d, September 7, 1701^ 
and died August 27, 1748. He wee the author of the SeaMiifl» an admirable deecrip- 
tire poem, of the Castle of Indolence, Liberty, and several playa Tkie lesaoo is flrom 
Winter, one of the llnir books of the Seasons.] 

Through the hushed air the whitemng shower descends 
At first thin, wavering, till at last the flakes 
Fall broad, and wide, and fast, dimming the day 
With a continual flow. The cherished fields 
Put on their winter robe of purest white. 



THB SECOND GLASS READER. 265 

Tis brightness all, save where the new snow melts 
Along the mazy current Low the woods 
Bow their hoar heads ; and ere the languid sun 
Faint from the west emits his evening ray, 
Earth's universal face, deep-hid and chill, 
Is one wild dazzling waste, that buries wide 
The works of man. Drooping, the laborer ox 
Stands covered o'er with snow, and then demands 
The fruit of all his toil. The fowls of heaven, 
Tamed bj the cruel season, crowd around 
The winnowing store, and claim the little boon 
Which Providence assigns them. One alone, 
The Fed*breast, sacred to the household gods, 
Wisely regardfttl of th' embroiling* sky, 
In joyless fields and thorny thickets leaves 
His shivering mates, and pays to trusted man 
His annual visit. Half aihdd, he first 
Against the window beats ; then, brisk, alights 
On the warm hearth ; then, hopping o'er the fioor, 
Eyes all the smiling family askance. 
And pecks, and starts, and wonders where he is ; 
Till more familiar grown, the table crumbs 
Attract his slender feet The foodless wilds 
Pour forth their brown inhabitants. The hare. 
Though timorous of heart, and hard beset 
By death in various forms, dark snares and dogs, 
And more unpitying men, the garden seeks. 
Urged on by fearless want. The bleating kind 
Eye the bleak heaven, and next the glistening earth, 
With looks of dumb despair; then sad, dispersed. 
Dig for the withered herb through heaps of snow. 

* Embroiling, disturbing, or perplexing. 
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GIL— AMERICAN F0KB8T TBEES. 

Gbat. 

[nraaa^QlawflntliladAgriciilfeanland UUnxjEam^hjJobn Ghipman Gnj, 
ft gentiMnftm noir, (1850^) ftod fbr mftiiy jmn pMt, a resUeiit of Boston.] 

If this oomiftry has been highly distingaished in any respect 
by the bounty of Natore, it is in the number and variety of its 
trees. If we were compelled to describe the territory of the 
United States in a few words» we could not do it more truly 
than by sajring that it is one vast forest, diversified occasion- 
ally by cultivated intervals. 

With the exception of some of the prairies of the Mississippi, 
I am not aware that there is any considerable section within 
our present states which was originally destitute of wood. Be- 
yond the immediate vicinity of our large towns, we find every 
stream thickly shaded by overhanging branches, and every 
mountain, with the exception of a few of the highest, covered 
with a leafy screen of all varieties of shade, fix>m its base to its 
summit. 

The extent of our woods is not more remarkable than the 
various kinds of trees which compose them. It is stated by 
Michaiix, that in the United States there are one hundred and 
forty species of forest trees which attain a greater height 
than thirty feet, while in France there are only eighteen of 
the same description. Of the solid advantages which we de- 
rive from this abundant variety I shall say nothing at present 
It needs only a cursory glance to perceive how much it en- 
hances the beauty of our natural scenery. "I was never 
tired," says an intelligent English traveller, "of the forest 
scenery of America, although I passed through it fix>m day to 
day. The endless diversity of foliage always prevents it fix>m 
being monotonous." 

The variety of shape and tints in their green foliage is not, 
however, the chief distinction of our woods over those of the 
old world ; they surpass them far more in the rich and various 
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hues of their autumnal leaves. This, if not the most striking^ 
is certainly the most unique feature of an American landscape. 
What natural scenery can surpass in beauty that presented by 
our forests in the brilliant and serene afternoons of our Indian 
summer, when the trees are clothed with a tapestry of the 
richest gold, and purple, and scarlet, resembling, and almost 
rivalling, the most gorgeous hues of our autumnal sunsets I 

It is not the mere variety of coloring which is the peculiar 
characteristic of our fading leaves ; this variety exists also in 
European woods, though to a less extent ; for, as has been 
already stated, their catalogue of forest trees is far more scanty 
than ours. But their leaves, in divesting themselves of their 
summer green, lay aside also all their brilliancy, and assume a 
complexion proverbially dull and faded. It is a peculiarity, 
on the contrary, of many of our forest trees, that their leaves, 
in changing their hue, lose little or nothing of their brightness, 
and that their autumnal dress is not only far richer, but scarcely 
less lively, than their freshest June liveries. 

This circumstance is generally ascribed to some peculiarity 
in our climate, and especially to the manner in which the cold 
weather makes its first approaches. But this manner varies 
almost every year, and yet our trees exhibit annually the same 
splendid changes. For this, as well as for other reasons, we 
are inclined to think that the peculiarity is not in the climate, 
but in the trees themselves ; and that it is one of those shades 
of dijQTerence which distinguish, in almost every instance, the 
plants of America from their kindred species in the old world. 
A transplanted American maple, for instance, would probably 
undergo the same splendid changes in an English park as in 
its native forest 

I have observed that scarcely any considerable portion of 
this country is entirely devoid of magnificent forest trees. But 
whatever striking instances of the truth of this remark we may 
find in New England, and more especially in Vermont and 
Maine, it must be admitted that he who would behold sylvan 
scenery on its most magnificent scale should cross the Allegha- 
23 
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niesy and visit the great vaUej of the MissiasippL Here he 
will find great tracts into which the axe of the woodman has 
never penetrated. These are covered with a coat of vegetable 
mouldy exceeding in many places the depths of our richest soils. 
We find, accordingly, a luxuriance of vegetation to which noth- 
ing in New Englimd affords a parallel. 

It is true that with us there is here and there a gigantic 
elm or buttonwood which might take rank with the noblest 
specimens of western growth ; but in travelling in Kentucky 
or Indiana, we find trees, at every step, of six or seven feet in 
diameter ; so that most of our woods, compared as a whole 
with theirs, seem to be but the product of yesterday. Every 
plant appears to partake of this gigantic character. Thus the 
wild grape vine, which with us rarely grows larger than a stout 
walking stick, in our Western States sometimes surpasses in 
diameter the body of a fiiU-grown man. 

The m^esty of our western forests is not a little increased 
by the circumstance that they are generally free from under- 
growth. The banks of the Upper Mississippi, especially, are 
covered with trees of the largest size, shooting up to a lofty 
height, from the smooth levels or gentle swells of the green 
prairies beneath, like the oaks in the finest parks of England. 
So tastefiilly are these trees grouped by the hand of Nature, 
and so entirely clear is the green prairie grass from under- 
growth, that the spectator can hardly avoid imagining that he 
is looking, not at a new country, but at one which was once 
peopled by a highly cultivated community, who have been 
long since swept away with every vestige of their wealth and 
refinement, except their stately groves and verdant lawns* 
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cm.— THE BURIAL OF MOSES. -* * 

'* And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor ; but no " 
rum knoweth of bis sepolcbre nnto this day.*' ^Deut. zzxiv. 0. 

By Nebo's lonely mountain, • 

On this side Jordan's wave, 
In a vale in the land of Moab, 

There lies a lonely grave. 
And no man dug that sepulchre, 

And no man saw it e'er ; 
For the angels of God upturned the sod, 

And laid the dead man there. 

That was the grandest funeral 

That ever passed on earth ; 
But no man heard the trampling, 

Or saw the train go forth. 
Noiselessly as the daylight 

Comes when the night is done. 
And the crimson streak on ocean's cheek 

Grows into the great sun, — 

Noiselessly as the spring time 

Her crown of verdure weaves, 
And all the trees on all the hills 

Open their thousand leaves, — 
So, without sound of music 

Or voice of them that wept. 
Silently down from the mountain crown 

The great procession swept. 

Perchance the bald old eagle, 

On gray Bethpeor's height, 
Out of his rocky eyry 

Looked on the wondrous sight 
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Perchance the lion, stalking, 

Still shuns that hallowed spot 
For beast and bird have seen and heard 

That which man knoweth not. 

Bat when the warrior dietb. 

His comrades in the war, 
TVlth arms reversed and muffled drum, 

Follow the funeral car. 
They show the banners taken. 

They tell his battles won, 
And after him lead his masterless steed, 

While peals the minute gun. 

Amid the noblest of the land 

Men lay the sage to rest, 
And give the bard an honored place 

With costly marble dressed. 
In the great minster transept,* 

Where lights like glories fall. 
And the sweet choir sings, and the organ rings 

Along the emblazoned wall. 

This was the bravest warrior 

That ever buckled sword ; 
This the most gifted poet 

That ever breathed a word ; 
And never earth's philosopher 

Traced, with his golden pen, 
On the deathless page truths half so sage 

As he wrote down for men. 

* Mifuter tratuepL A minfiter is a cathedral church. The ground plan of 
these is usually in the form of a cross, with one long aisle and a short one 
crossing it The cross aisle is called the transept. The transept divides the 
long aisle into two unequal parts ; the longer of which is called the fiav#, 
and the other the choir. 
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And had he not high honor ? 

The hill side for his pall ; 
To lie in state while angels wait 

With stars for tapers tall ; 
And the dark rock pines, like tossing plumes. 

Over his bier to wave ; 
And Grod's own hand, in that lonely land, 

To lay him in the grave ; 

In that deep grave, without a name, 

Whence his uncoflined clay 
Shall break again — most wondrous thought ! — 

Before the judgment day. 
And stand with glory wrapped around 

On the hills he never trod. 
And speak of the strife that won our life 

With the Incarnate Son of God. 

O lonely tomb in Moab*s land, 

O dark Bethpeor's hill. 
Speak to these curious hearts of ours. 

And teach them to be still. 
God hath his mysteries of grace — 

Ways that we cannot tell ; 
He hides them deep, like the secret sleep 

Of him he loved so well. 



CIV.— DAVID AND GOLIATH. 

Miss IlANN^n More. 

[Hannah More waa born at Stapleton, England, In 1745, and died in 1833. She 
wrote mnch tn proae and Tene, and her works are highly commendable for thebr 
elerated moral tone and genalne religious feeling.] 

Goliath, Where is the mighty man of war, who dares 
Accept the challenge of Fhilistia's chief? 
23* 
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What victor king, what general drenched in blood, 

Qaims this high privilege ? What are his rights ? 

What proud credentials does the boaster bring 

To prove his claim ? What cities laid in ashes. 

What ruined provinces, what slaughtered realms. 

What heads of heroes, and what hearts of kings, 

In battle killed, or at his altars slain, 

Has he to boast ? Is his bright armory 

Thick set with spears, and swords, and coats of mail 

Of vanquished nations, by his single arm 

Subdued ? Where is the mortal man so bold, 

So much a wretch, so out of love with life. 

To dare the weight of this uplifted spear, 

Which never fell innoxious ? Yet I swear, 

I grudge the glory to his parting soul 

To fall by this right hand. 'Twill sweeten death 

To know he had the honor to contend 

With the dread son of Anak. Latest time 

From blank oblivion shall retrieve h%9 name 

Who dared to perish in unequal fight 

With Gath's triumphant champion. Gome, advance. ^ 

Philistia's gods to Israel's. Sound, my herald — 

Sound for the battle, straight. {Herald sounds the trumpet.) 

David. Behold thy foe ! 

Goliath. I see him not. 

David. Behold him here ! 

Goliath. Say, where I 

Direct my sight. I do not war with boys. 

David. I stand prepared — thy single arm to mine. 

Goliath. Why, this is mockery, minion ! it may chance 
To cost thee dear. Sport not with things above thee ! 
But tell me who of all this numerous host 
Expects his death from me ? Which is the man 
Whom Israel sends to meet my bold defiance ? 

David. Th' election of my sovereign fells on me. 

Goliath. On thee ! On thee ! By Dagon, 'tis too much ! 
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Thoo Cttiled million ; thou a nation's champion I 
'Twould move mj mirth at any other time ; 
But trifling's out of tune. Begone, light boy, 
And tempt me not too tar. 

David. I do defy thee, 

Thou foul idolater ! Hast thou not scorned 
The armies of the living God I serve ? 
By me he will avenge upon thy head 
Thy nation's sins and thine. Armed with his name> 
Unshrinking, I dare meet the stoutest foe 
That ever bathed his hostile spear in blood. 

GoUcUh. (L'ontcalbf.) Indeed! 'tis wondrous welL Now, 
by my gods. 
The stripling plays the orator ! Vain boy, 
Keep dose to that same bloodless war of words, 
And thou shalt still be safe. Tongue-valiant warrior, 
Where is thy sylvan crook, with garlands hung 
Of idle field flowers ? where thy wanton harp, 
Thou dainty-fingered hero ? Better strike 
Its notes lascivious, or the lulling lute 
Touch softly, than provoke the trumpet's rage. 
I will not stain the honor of my spear 
With thy inglorious blood. Shall that fair cheek 
Be scarred with wounds unseemly ? Bather go 
And hold fond dalliance with the Syrian maids ; 
To wanton measures dance, and let them braid 
The bright luxuriance of thy golden hair ; 
They for their lost Adonis may mistake 
Thy dainty form. 

David. Peace, thou unhallowed railer ; 

O, tell it not in Gath, nor let the sound 
Beach Askelon, how once your slaughtered lords 
By mighty Samson * found one common grave. 
When his broad shoulder the firm pillars heaved, 
And to its base the tottering fabric shook. 

* Judges xvi. 
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ChKoA. Insiiltmg boy ! Perhaps thou hast not heard 
The infamj of that inglorious day, 
When jour weak host at Eben-ezer* pitched 
Their quick-abandoned tent — then, when your ark, 
Your talisman, your charm, your boasted pledge 
Of safety and success, was tamely lost ! 
And yet not tamely, since by me 'twas won. 
When with this good right arm I thinned your ranks, 
And bravely crushed beneath a single blow 
The chosen guardians of this vaunted shrine, 
Hophni and Fhineas. The famed ark itself 
I bore to Ashdod. 

Daoid. I remember too, 

Since thou provok'st th' unwelcome truth, how all 
Your blushing priests beheld their idol's shame, 
When prostrate Dagon fell before the ark, 
And your frail god was shivered. Then Fhilistiay 
Idolatrous Philistia, flew for succor 
To Israel's help, and all her smitten nobles 
Confessed the Lord was Grod ; and the blessed ark. 
Gladly, with reverential awe, restored. • 

Goliath. By Ashdod's fane, thou liest Now will I meet 
thee, 
Thou insect warrior, since thou dar'st me thus. 
Already I behold thy mangled limbs. 
Dissevered each from each, ere long to feed 
The fierce blood-snuffing vulture. Mark me well. 
Around my spear Fll twist thy shining locks, 
And toss in air thy head all gashed with wounds, 
Thy lip yet quivering with the dire convulsion 
Of recent death. — Art thou not terrified ? 

David. No : 

True courage is not moved by breath of words ; 
While the rash bravery of boiling blood. 
Impetuous, knows no settled principle. 

* 1 Samuel t. 
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A feverish tide, it has its ebbs and flows. 
As spirits rise or fall, as wine inflames, 
Or circumstances change. But inborn courage, 
The generous child of fortitude and faith. 
Holds its firm empire in the constant soul, 
And like the steadfast polestar, never once 
From the same fixed and faithful point declines. 

Goliath. The curses of Philistia's gods be on thee ! 
This fine-drawn speech is meant to lengthen out 
That little life thy words pretend to scorn. 

David. Ha ! say'st thou so ? Come on then. Mark us well 
Thou com'st to me with sword, and spear, and shield ; 
In the dread name of Israel's God I come, 
The living Lord of Hosts, whom thou defy'st. 
Yet though no shield I bring, no arms except 
These five smooth stones I gathered from the brook. 
With such a simple sling as shepherds use — 
Yet all exposed defenceless as I am. 
The God I serve shall give thee up a prey 
To my victorious arm. This day I mean 
To made th' uncircumcised tribes confess 
There is a Grod in Israel. I will give thee, 
Spite of thy vaunted strength and giant bulk. 
To glut the carrion kites. Nor thee alone — 
The mangled carcasses of your thick hosts 
Shall spread the plains of Elah, till Philistia, 
Through all her trembling tents and fljring bands. 
Shall own that Judah's Grod is God indeed. — 
I dare thee to the trial. 

Goliath. Follow me — 

In this good spear I trust. 

David. I trust in Heaven ; 

The God of battle stimulates my arm. 
And fires my soul with ardor not its own. 
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CV.— WEE wnuE. 

Moou 

' [D. IL MiolriiM a inrgMD, raiding «t MiuMUnirg, iDMT Edinbui^ Vor maqj 
JMXI he wai A oontribiitar of poetical pieoM to Blackwood's Edinburgh Ifagaan^ 
VBdar Um rignatue of <* IMte;" many of which were hi|^y pleadng and popidar.] 

Fare thee well, our last and fairest ! 

Dear wee Willie, fare thee well ! 
God, who lent thee, hath recalled thee 

Back with him and his to dweU. 
Fifteen moons their silver lustre 

Only o'er thy brow had shed. 
When thy spirit joined the seraphs, 

And thy dust the dead. 

Like a sunbeam, through our dwelling. 

Shone thy presence bright and calm ; 
Thou didst add a zest to pleasure ; 

To our sorrows thou wert balm ; — 
Brighter beamed thine eyes than summer, 

And thy first attempt at speech 
Thrilled our heartstrings witii a rapture 

Music ne'er could reach. 



As we gazed upon thee sleeping. 

With thy fine, fair locks outspread. 
Thou didst seem a little angel. 

Who to earth from heaven had strayed ; 
And, entranced, we watched the vision. 

Half in hope, and half afiright. 
Lest what we deemed ours, and earthly. 

Should dissolve in light 
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Snows o'ennantled hill and valley, 

Sullen doudfl begrimed Hie sky. 
When the first drear doubt oppressed us. 

That our child was doomed to die I 
Through each long night-watch^ the taper 

Showed the hectic of his cheek ; 
And each anxious dawn beheld him 

More worn out and weak. 

like the shot star, in blue midnight. 

Like the rainbow, ray by ray. 
Thou wert waning as we watched thee, 

Loveliest in thy last decay ! 
As a zephyr, so serenely 

Came and went thy last, low breath. 
That we paused, and asked our spirits, 

Is it so ? Can this be death ? 

Yet while thinking, O our lost ones. 

Of how dear ye were to us, 
Why should dreams of doubt and darkness 

Haunt our troubled spirits thus ? 
Why across the cold, dim churchyard 

Flit our visions of despair? 
Seated on the tomb, Faith's angel 

Says, " Ye are not there I " 

Where, then, are ye ? With the Saviour 

Blessed, forever blessed, are ye, 
'Mid the sinless little children. 

Who have heard his " Come to me I " 
Beyond the shades of death's dark valley, 

Now ye lean upon his breast. 
Where the wicked dare not enter. 

And the weary rest 
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We are wicked — we are weaiy — 

For us pray, and for us plead ; 
God, who ever hears the sinless. 

May through you the sinfiil heed ; — 
Fray that, through the Mediator, 

All our faults may be forgiven ; 
Flead that ye be sent to greet us 

At the gates of heaven. 
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